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Today... Imagine... 
Distinct Panthic identity and 
thought unrecognized 
worldwide and lost internally 

Central authority that is 
the voice of the Guru 

Some voices are either not 
included or minimized 

Central authority that lets 
perspectives deliberate 

Proceedings are kept private 
and confidential 

Central authority that is 
transparent 

13 resolutions, no plans Central authority you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘ 
of or make excuses for 

Misuse by outside agendas Knowing your Panth is 
free of outside 
interference  

A Path... 
Reclaim Guru gifted 
teachings and history 

Consider proposals on 
Sarbat Khalsa Process 

Consider proposals on 
Jathedar Criteria 

Practice Self-Governance 
through Consensus  

#FreeAkalTakht 
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Three Essential Truths & Four Mechanisms 

1. Gurus are Ik: Jot-Jugat  

2. Guru is both Guru Granth Sahib AND 
Guru Khalsa Panth 

3. Guru Khalsa Panth has 4 Mechanisms: 
Akal Takht, Panj Piare, Jathedar & 
Sarbat Khalsa 



    

ESSENTIAL TRUTH 1: Gurus are Ik ď Jot & Jugat 

Guru Sahibs gradually manifested the socio-
political sovereignty of the Guru 
Guru Nanak Sahib - Dharamsalas created 
wherever visited. Headquarters: Kartarpur 
Sahib 
Guru Amar Das Sahib - Organized Sikhs into 
нн ȊƻƴŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ aŀƴƧƛΩǎ. Headquarters: 
Goindval Sahib 
Supremacy of Sangat Declared 
Guru Ram Das Sahib & Bibi Bhani- Founded 
and built Ramdaspur (Amritsar) 
Guru Arjan Sahib - built Harmandir Sahib 
Guru Hargobind Sahib - built Akal Takht 
Sahib 

Guru Amar Das Sahib with his 22 Manjidars 
20th century Painting 
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MECHANISM 1 : AKAL TAKHT SAHIB - The PanthĒs Headquarters  

 In contrast to Harmandir Sahib, Akal 
Takht was built exclusively by Guru 
Hargobind Sahib himself and his two 
most exemplary Sikhs: Bhai Gurdas 
and Baba Buddha 

 As a political, social, judicial, military 
seat of power, the Akal Takht was 
open only to those who had made a 
firm commitment to the Guru 

 Harmandir Sahib is open to all, 
especially non-Sikhs but Akal Takht is 
not a Gurdwara. It is the Centre of our 
Sovereign Power  

Guru Hargobind Sahib with His Sangat at Akal Takht 
20th century Painting 

The construction of Akal Takht was a bold 
and dramatic declaration of complete 
sovereignty 



Ĕ TAKHT IS WHERE THE GURU ISĕ 

Takht Kot Sahib at Kiratpur Sahib:  

Å When Guru HarGobind Sahib relocated to Kiratpur he built 

a new Takht 

Å Guru HarRai Sahib and Guru HarKrishan Sahib were 

crowned here 

Å This is where the sixth to eighth Guru Sahibs exercised their 

socio-political power 

Akal Bunga Sahib at Anandpur Sahib:  

Å When Guru TeghBahadur Sahib built Anandpur he created 

this Takht 

Å It was here that Guru Gobind Singh Sahib issued his first 

command after the cremation of Guru TeghBahadur 

Sahibôs remains 



    

ESSENTIAL TRUTH 2: 
Guru Khalsa Panth & Guru Granth Sahib 

Sikh Rehat Maryada : Article XXIII - 0ÁÎÔÈȭÓ Status of Guru-hood (SGPC Published English Translation)  

 

This corporate entity is the Panth. Every Sikh has also to fulfill  his obligations as a unit of the corporate body, 

the Panth. The Guru Panth (0ÁÎÔÈȭÓ status of Guruhood ) means the whole body of committed baptized Sikhs. 

This body was fostered by all the ten Gurus and the tenth Guru gave it its final shape and invested it with 

Guruhood . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MECHANISM 2: THE PANJ PIARE 
How the Panth became Guru 

άDǳǊǳ bŀƴŀƪΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ [ŀƘƛƴŀ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ !ƴƎŀŘΣ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ŀ ƭƛƳō ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
ƻǿƴ ōƻŘȅΧ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ bŀƴŀƪ ǘƻ !ƴƎŀŘ ŜǘŎƘŜŘ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘƘ {ƛƪƘ DǳǊǳΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ 
ƘƛƳΥ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ YƘŀƭǎŀ ŀ ƭƛƳō ƻŦ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƻƴ .ŀƛǎŀƪƘƛ мсффέ 

The Birth of the Khalsa, Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh 

The Panj Piare act as the embodiment of the Gurgaddi 
transferred to the Khalsa in 1699 

 
 

Ȱ)Î ÔÈÅ Ô×ÉÎ ÄÏÃÔÒÉÎÅ ÏÆ ͻ'ÕÒÕ 'ÒÁÎÔÈ ɀ Guru Panth', the two components 
have a complementary relationship with a distinct role assigned to each. 
For effective functioning of body and soul, they have to act together.  

 
In practice the doctrine means that the body of the Panth has to take 
decisions on temporal matters dealing with a situation prevailing at a 

particular time strictly following the spiritual principles laid down in Guru 
Granth Sahib to carry out the will of God or sarbat  da bhalaȢȱ 

Guru Granth-Guru Panth, Dr. Kharak  Singh 



MECHANISM 3: JATHEDAR 
Not a King or a Dictator, instead a Servant of the Panth 

.ŀōŀ .ŀƴŘŀ {ƛƴƎƘ Ψ.ŀƘŀŘǳǊΩ ŀǘ [ƻƘƎŀǊƘ {ŀƘƛō 
20th century Painting 

ǒ Along with five arrows, the Khanda used to 
initiate the Khalsa, Panj Piare were appointed 
by Guru Gobind Singh Sahib to go with Banda 
Singh 

ǒ Banda Singh ordered to consult with the 
Khalsa represented by Panj for all social, 
political, and religious decisions 

ǒ Banda Singh only had executive authority in 
battle as a military commander 

ǒ Mission: Lead the Khalsa Fauj to free Panjab 



MECHANISM 4: Sarbat Khalsa 
The Khalsa as a whole making decisions creating Gurmata 

 The Khalsa as a whole is Guru Panth 
 Large numbers of Khalsa warranted creation of a large gathering 
 When the Khalsa comes to a decision under guidance of Gurbani it is deemed decree 

of the Guru or Gurmata 



Sikh Jatha in the Jungles in the Early 18th Century 
20th century Painting 

4ÈÅ Ȱ3ÁÒÂÁÔ +ÈÁÌÓÁȱ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÍÅÔ ÏÎÃÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ !ËÁÌ 4ÁËÈÔȟ 

Amritsar the highest seat of Panthic  authority, on the occasion of Dewali  or 

Baisakhi, and felt that they were one. All questions affecting the welfare of 

the nation were referred to the Sangats, which would decide them in the 

form of resolutions called Gurmattas . A Gurmatta  duly passed was 

supposed to have received the sanction of the Guru, and any attempt made 

afterwards to contravene it was taken as a sacrilegious act.  

Principal Teja Singh 

Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÅÆÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÍÅÅÔ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÏÌÅÍÎ 

occasion, it is concluded that all private animosities cease 

and that every man sacrifices his personal feelings at the 

shrine of general good and actuated by the principles of 

pure patriotism, thinks of nothing but the interests of the 

religion and the commonwealth to which he belongs . After 

the prayers (ardas) and distribution of Karah Parshad, the 

session commenced: Then distinction of original tribes, 

which are on other occasions kept up, are on this occasion 

laid aside in token of their general and complete union in 

one cause. The Akalis ÔÈÅÎ ÅØÃÌÁÉÍȟ ȰSardars (chiefs), this is a 

Gurmata on which prayers are again said aloud. The chiefs after 

tills sit closer and say to each other, ȰÔÈÅ ÓÁÃÒÅÄ 'ÒÁÎÔÈ ÉÓ 

betwixt us, let us swear by our scripture to forget all 

ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÄÉÓÐÕÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÕÎÉÔÅÄȱȢ This moment of religious 

fervour  and ardent patriotism is taken to reconcile all 

animosities. They then proceed to consider the danger with 

which they are threatened, to settle the best plans for averting it 

and to choose the generals who are to lead their armies against 

ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÅÎÅÍÙȱ 

*ÏÈÎ -ÁÌÃÏÌÍȟ Ȭ3ËÅÔÃÈ /Æ 4ÈÅ 3ÉËÈÓȭȟ Asiatick Researches, 1810 

 

Explanation of Sarbat Khalsa 



Sarbat Khalsa Historically  

Å1726: Plunder government treasuries, raid 
government armories and stables, and 
punish government informers and lackeys 

Å1745: Reorganize the Panth into 25 Jathas 
of 100 Sikhs each and to carry on raids 
against Mughal strongholds 

Å1758: Reorganized the Misls 

Å1760: Resolved to attack Lahore 

Å1761: Decided to assassinate Harbhagat 
Niranjan 

Å1762: Resolved to fight Abdali at the 
destroyed ground of Akal Takht Sahib The Khalsa Fights Mughal Forces 

19th century Painting 


