
The Alberta Party believes that universal 
access for every qualified individual to 
affordable post-secondary education and 
training is a basic right. 

The Alberta Party recognizes the signific-
ant social returns from investment in 
education; it is the key to a prosperous 
province, personal opportunity, growth
and enrichment, informed democratic 
debate, social mobility, and the research 
and development essential to compete in 
a global economy. 

Increasing tuition fees, student debt and 
regional inaccessibility have been push-
ing post-secondary education out of reach 
of many Albertans.  Cost is the primary 
barrier to post-secondary education, both 
academic and trades training.   

The Alberta Party seeks to eliminate finan-
cial barriers that currently prevent access 
to otherwise qualified students. To ensure 
Alberta can compete internationally, we 
will need the best-educated, highly trained 
and creative workforce possible. 

Alberta’s labour force demands continue 
to grow and evolve; meeting those de-
mands and ensuring Alberta’s position 
as a leading contender in an ever chang-
ing global economy requires a robust 
post-secondary education system and 
the cultivation of a culture of lifelong 
learning. 

The Alberta Party is committed to inno-
vative and cost-effective improvements 
to our system of higher learning.Alberta is 
uniquely placed to lead the world in sus-
tainable petroleum energy technologies.  
However, post-secondary education in this 
province must also respond the need to 
diversify our expertise and industry base 
in areas such as forestry, agriculture and 
renewable energy.  

The world is now transitioning into an 
information-based society, a knowledge-
based economy. This transition will 
require is a robust post-secondary 
education system built upon principles 
of accessibility, affordability, quality and 
accountability.
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Therefore, an Alberta Party government 
will work to ensure our post-secondary 
education is based on realistic and 
effective policies and the following 
principles:

• Quality and excellence

• Accessibility that is based on equality, 
merit, and willingness

• Affordability 

• Improving access to opportunities in 
rural communities.

• Accountability of funds.

• Ease of information sharing and 
co-operation between institutions.

• Innovation

To achieve these objectives, an Alberta 
Party government will: 

• Extend the payment grace period to two 
years after graduation in which time 
loans are interest-free.

• Ensure funding for loans and bursaries 
to support those who cannot fully afford 
post-secondary opportunities

• Decrease the lending rate to that of the 
prime rate and extend the time period for 
which student loans must be repaid.

• Support financial programs aimed at 
low-income, first-generation, and 
Aboriginal students and communities.

• Establish an Opportunity Grant for 
graduate students who demonstrate high 
financial need.

• Emphasize funding for environmentally 
sound energy innovation, including but 
not limited to renewable energy and 
smart growth.

• Support expanding industry-based job 
training and apprenticeship programs to 
address shortages of trained workers in 
specific industries and workers in need of 
retraining.

• Support creation of a provincial student 
summer job program.

• Allow for “degree-granting” status for 
regional Comprehensive Community 
Colleges where warranted.

• Work to support lifelong learning pro-
grams aimed at enabling older Albertans 
to pursue post-secondary education to 
gain new knowledge and skills in a 
changing workplace.

• Ensure broadband Internet is accessible 
in every community and develop 
affordable, user-friendly e-learning 
opportunities and programs of study.

• Explore the potential for free on-line cer-
tificate programs in various disciplines in 
order to spread a culture of learning and 
provide of self-improvement of Albertans. 

• Develop a tax credit for housing costs 
incurred by post secondary students 
and their families.

CONCLUSION

The Alberta Party has listened to Albertans 
express their hopes, dreams and concerns 
for Alberta’s future. The future strength and 
vitality of our province is inextricably 
interwoven with education. 

Developing a strong culture of lifelong 
learning and ensuring that Albertans have 
equal access to educational opportunities 
regardless of geographical location or 
financial status is required to be competi-
tive in a global, knowledge-based economy.


