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THE ALBERTA PARTY 
BELIEVES THAT:
That rural communities are a valued 
and significant part of Alberta’s history, 
present and future; AND 

That rural Alberta possesses significant 
economic, social and cultural opportuni-
ties to provide a good quality of life for 
its residents: AND

That in order to reverse the depopulation 
of rural Alberta, county and small urban 
leaders need to develop a new relation-
ship of respect, trust and collaboration; 
AND 

That the urbanization trend in Alberta 
is directly related to lack of economic 
opportunities in rural Alberta and the 
centralization of core services in larger 
communities; AND 

That Albertans in rural communities 
wish to age in place and maintain prox-
imity and access to their social, family 
and support networks; AND 

That the wisdom and ingenuity needed 
to revitalize rural communities exists 
within the community itself and must 
be enabled and facilitated.

The Alberta Party will improve rural 
economies through:

• Locally driven economic diversification
 initiatives and locally driven business 
development and job creation; 

• Developing and establishing strong 
entrepreneurship programs and 
business training in schools at all 
grade levels and promote the develop-
ment of youth business initiatives in 
rural communities;

• Assisting rural communities to explore 
niche-market opportunities and build 
local economic capacity through 
innovation; such as the Battle River 
Railroad.

The Alberta Party will ensure to accred-
ited training and education is available 
and accessible in rural communities such 
as distance learning and increased 
satellite partnerships with existing 
post-secondary institutions.

The Alberta Party will amend the
Municipal Government Act to include a 
local government charter that balances 
the financial relationship and increases 
meaningful collaboration between 
counties and municipal districts, and 
the villages and towns within their 
boundaries; AND

Will listen to counties and small urban 
communities, and then facilitate action 
to identify and build models for collabo-
ration and equitable co-existence related 
to social, economic, cultural and 
environmental sustainability; AND

Will work with counties, villages, hamlets 
and towns to develop a social marketing 
campaign (such as a “Living Local” 
campaign) to increase awareness of the 
rural Alberta lifestyle and its advantages.

The Alberta Party will work to increase 
the role of the arts in the economic and 
social fabric of rural communities and 
ensure resources are available for rural 
Alberta communities to become an 
interconnected hub of arts and culture 
that can benefit all of Alberta.


