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cALLinG for A SAfe And VibrAnt Sydney
International evidence shows community safety and a vibrant late night scene 
can coexist and I’ve been calling for action on alcohol fuelled violence since 
before I was elected. But the government’s response was knee-jerk with normal 
parliamentary process abandoned to prevent scrutiny – I was given copies of the 
bills 20 minutes before debate began.  

Mandatory minimum sentences for violence committed under the influence 
of drugs and alcohol will not deter crime because intoxicated people can’t 
consider the consequences of their actions. Mandatory sentences are often 
excessive because judges can’t consider individual circumstances, with 
vulnerable people jailed for longer at a great cost. Members of Parliament 
can’t predict every situation.

While lockouts and earlier closing times should be considered, the new rules 
punish well-run venues – many with live entertainment, and I hear live music, 
arts and culture are suffering. I hope a new cultural business model emerges. 
The approach risks alienating young people and pushing crowds onto the street 
at one time. Exempting the casinos is unfair and rewards late night drinking and 
gambling. I raised Paddington, Surry Hills, Chippendale, Ultimo and Pyrmont 
residents’ concerns about displacing noise and violence, and will continue to 
monitor this. 

I welcome reports of fewer assaults and hope the government maintains increased 
police resources that have helped the decline in assaults. Alcohol related violence 
is a complex problem that needs to be targeted at many levels and I have asked 
the government for behaviour change and violence prevention programs.

There is strong evidence that the saturation of venues in small areas leads to 
violence and managing this should be a priority. My advocacy got the liquor 
freeze extended in Kings Cross and Oxford Street, and I support further 
extensions in the CBD. 
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New high school being considered
Having identified a solution for a primary 
school in Ultimo, the Inner City Schools 
Working Party, established in response 
to my first question in Parliament, is now 
considering new inner city high schools.

Spike in homelessness
Nearly 100 additional rough sleepers 
were found in the latest City of Sydney 
Homelessness Street Count – I personally 
saw 58 in Woolloomooloo. In Parliament  
I called for urgent action to help people 
off the street.

CBD gets transport plan
The Sydney City Centre Access Strategy 
provides a blueprint for how people will 
travel to and within the city centre through 
better public transport, pedestrian priority 
and a linked cycling network. In Parliament 
I commended the government and City of 
Sydney’s work to develop a plan that will 
reduce congestion, improve people’s CBD 
experience and allow for growth.

Working towards equality 
I thank everyone who joined me and  
the Lord Mayor in the Mardi Gras parade to 
highlight needed LGBTI reforms. This year 
I hosted the inaugural “Mardi Gras comes 
to Parliament” and convened a roundtable 
with LGBTI organisations, fellow MPs, 
the Human Rights Commission and US 
Ambassador to Australia to work together 
on reform.  

Seeing homelessness spike firsthandCelebrating progress at Mardi Gras
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Legal representation should be up to 
strata owners

Solar panels incentives needed

Strata owners’ right  
to legal representation

Strata related disputes are now heard in 
the new NSW Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal (NCAT), but unlike the 
Consumer Trader and Tenancy Tribunal 
it replaced, NCAT excludes lawyers 
unless the judge allows this. Owners 
and owners corporations should have an 
automatic right to legal representation, 
particularly in complex cases like unit 
entitlement disputes and defect claims, 
notwithstanding the promised overhaul 
of the act. In response to my question 
in Parliament, the Attorney General 
will establish guidelines for when 
lawyers should be allowed and monitor 
compliance.

Flexible jobs needed for women, 
carers and older workers

Women’s labour force participation rate 
is significantly lower than men because 
women often take on caring roles that 
break up their career, leaving them 
financially less secure. In Parliament I 
called on all levels of government and 
employers to work together to increase 
workplace flexibility, and asked the 
Treasurer to extend payroll tax rebates 
to employers hiring parents, carers and 
mature-age workers.

Arrests without warrants

Arrests without warrants can help police 
prevent crime and protect the community. 
In Parliament I raised concerns however 
that the Law Enforcement (Powers and 
Responsibilities) Amendment (Arrest 
without Warrant) Bill could increase arbitrary 
arrests and remove police oversight. The 
bill replaces an objective test for arrests 
without a warrant with a subjective test 
and allows an arrest without warrant if a 
suspect doesn’t have ID, putting young 
people, homeless people and people with 
a mental illness at risk. 

Healthy democracies support people’s 
right to freedom if they have not 
committed a crime and ensure proper 
oversight of state powers.

chiLd Protection chAnGeS 
Family and Community Services workers and the courts must make difficult 
decisions to protect children at risk of neglect, harm and abuse. Addiction, mental 
illness, disability, domestic violence and intergenerational disadvantage prevent 
some parents from properly caring for their children.

I supported the Child Protection Legislation Amendment Bill, which will engage 
parents before birth and help place Aboriginal children in appropriate homes. 
But during debate I argued new inflexible timeframes on programs and decisions 
could disempower vulnerable parents and see mothers lose their children if they 
delay leaving a violent spouse out of fear. Upfront assessments of potential foster 
parents’ suitability as adoptive parents may save time but could discourage them 
from helping return children to their biological parents. I called for legal advice for 
parents so they understand their rights and obligations.

PreMier reSiGnS foLLowinG icAc Probe
The resignation of Premier O’Farrell highlights the need for improved transparency 
of contact between government decision makers, lobbyists and those with vested 
interests, and for tighter donation laws. Money should not be able to buy access or 
influence. I’ve called for stronger rules for lobbyists including mandatory publication 
of meeting details and to close the loophole that now allows corporations to donate 
to political parties without declaring the donation.

Problem gamblers are at risk of 
homelessness, isolation and criminal 
behaviour, and their families suffer 
the impacts.

Up to 160,000 Australians have a 
significant gambling problem with up 
to 350,000 others vulnerable. NSW 
residents spend the most on gambling 
and we have the most gaming machines. 
Online gambling is escalating with 
overseas operators offering banned 
games, casinos charm people with glitz, 
and some sports-betting has a sinister 
side with rigging scandals and massive 
destruction of racing horses and dogs 
deemed too slow for the track. 

In Parliament I asked the government  
to put people’s lives ahead of revenue  
and wind back gambling proliferation.

Gambling helpline: 1800 858 858 or  
www.gamblinghelp.nsw.gov.au
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Greyhound’s shouldn’t be treated  
as gambling chips

cALLinG for Action on ProbLeM GAMbLinG
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A bridge too farWill parklands be given priority over 
a casino?

MiLLerS Point 
coMMunity under 
threAt
The government will sell all 293 
Millers Point public homes in two 
years, displacing 400 tenants from 
this tight knit community that has 
supported vulnerable people for 
over a century. The inner city already 
has massive waiting lists and sales 
will reduce housing stock.  

Not all properties are $1.3 million Georgian terraces with harbour views needing 
costly upgrades; sales include modern accessible apartments, newly upgraded 
terraces and one-bedroom 1980s flats. It puts public tenants in all areas with rising 
values at risk, and Woolloomooloo tenants are particularly worried. 

Frail, elderly people and those with a mental illness or disability need stable housing 
close to services, jobs, transport and social networks. The government’s social impact 
assessment argued these people should stay. 

The city needs a diverse mix of people and since my election I have worked 
with residents and the State Government on solutions to protect Millers Point.  
In Parliament I moved an urgent motion against the sales.

… MeAnwhiLe A few MetreS AwAy  
                                 cASino GetS Go-AheAd
The Casino Control Amendment (Barangaroo Restricted Gaming Facility) Bill won’t 
take effect until 2019, yet the Government with Opposition support changed 
Parliamentary procedures to rush it through as ‘urgent’. This follows an opaque 
government assessment of Crown’s proposal that excluded community, social 
impact and competitive tenders.

The casino won’t just have high rollers as promised, with gambling available via 
easy-to-get membership. Despite claims of no poker machines, there will be gaming 
terminals that can be played by one person.

I called a division against the bill, but was only supported by Independent Greg Piper 
and Greens Jamie Parker. I asked the Auditor General to review the process.

AuSGrid Surry hiLLS Site
Next year when the CBD cable project is finished, Ausgrid will sell its land on the 
site bounded by Ann, Riley and Albion streets. Previously overestimated electricity 
demand forecasts mean a new substation is not needed until 2030, which Transgrid 
will build if it buys the land. I asked the minister to use the site for education, aged care 
or residential development instead, with a new substation sited in industrial areas.
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Fighting to protect  
our parklands
The proposed pedestrian and cyclist bridge 
over Anzac Parade, linking Moore Park 
west and east will encroach on green open 
space, reduce vistas and fail to adequately 
serve cyclists. My submission questioned 
the need for an intrusive structure on the 
parklands and I joined local resident and 
cyclist groups to ask the RMS to consider 
less imposing alternatives. 

Incentivising solar panels
Households with solar panels return their 
excess power to the grid which retailers 
on-sell at renewable energy prices, but 
laws don’t guarantee households get 
reimbursed. This is unfair and removes 
incentives to install photovoltaics. In 
Parliament I asked the government to 
mandate IPART’s recommended price 
but the then minister did not agree and 
talked only about the cost of Labor’s 
Solar Bonus Scheme.

Light rail update
In response to submissions on the CBD 
and South East Light Rail, Transport 
for NSW refused to provide a second 
stop on Devonshire Street at Wimbo 
Park, underground wires in Surry Hills 
or address Surry Hills noise concerns. 
Improvements include moving the Ward 
Park works depot further from Northcott 
homes and new parking next to Wimbo 
Park. The planning department will 
assess the amended proposal.

Meanwhile I’ve asked questions in 
Parliament and made representations 
on behalf of Olivia Gardens owners who 
report unfair contracts for acquisition of 
their homes and for tenants excluded 
from relocation help. 

Community fights to save Millers Point
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Sydney MArine PArk
In response to my question in Parliament, the primary industries minister said 
that the Marine Estate Management Authority will explore conservation of Sydney 
Harbour – an internationally recognised icon with more fish species than in New 
Zealand, the Mediterranean and the United Kingdom. A marine park with sanctuary 
zones could protect aquatic biodiversity in the face of threats including marine 
debris and climate change. 

Join the campaign www.npansw.org.au/index.php/campaigns/marine-
protection/sydney-marine-park-proposal

LifecycLe for LeukeMiA
In Parliament I commended Paddington resident Paul Seshold who with friends 
will ride up the Col Du Tourmalet, a famously steep mountain in the Pyrenees to 
celebrate his survival of leukaemia and lymphoma and raise funds for the Leukaemia 
Foundation and the Arrow Bone Marrow Transplant Foundation. Paul’s message is 
that fitness supports health. See ‘Life Cycling’ on Facebook.

Sydney eLectorAte Senior of the yeAr
Congratulations, Sylvia Liu, who won the Sydney electorate Local Achievement 
Award for Senior’s Week. Sylvia sets a high example for cross-cultural learning and 
understanding. In Parliament I put on record my commendation for her work and 
learnt some moves from her Tai Chi group. 

ndiS enAbLinG 
I welcome the National Disability Insurance Scheme which shifts the disability 
care focus away from crisis care to independence and choice. It is a significant 
breakthrough that brings hope of personalised support and care to people with 
significant disabilities and their families.

My proposed amendments to the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NSW 
Enabling) Bill got the government to provide assurances in Parliament that it 
will not transfer disability care to a non-government provider if there are risks of 
discrimination against clients or staff.

fActory fArMinG crueLty
In Parliament I asked the government to ban factory farming. Animals suffer physical 
and emotional pain and should not be kept in crammed conditions away from light 
and air, or where they cannot move, behave naturally or socialise. Ducks are aquatic 
birds but are raised without surface water causing extreme suffering and disease, 
and I asked the government to introduce specific codes for duck farming. 

Join the campaign against cruel duck farming www.aussieducks.com.au

Tai Chi with Senior of the Year Sylvia Liu

Paddington’s Paul Seshold making a difference

Ducks suffer out of water 
Photo courtesy of Animal Liberation

Protecting the harbour for future generations


