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2 April 2014 
 
The Hon Pru Goward MP 
Minister for Family and Community Services 
Level 34 Governor Macquarie Tower 
1 Farrer Place 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 
 
Dear Minister 

Homeless Women’s Services  
  

I write to raise concerns about changes to homelessness service funding for women. 
 
A number of constituents have contacted me concerned that the new funding system will reduce 
services for homeless women in the inner city without providing alternative options. The smaller 
number of homeless women has resulted in specialist services being developed to meet their 
needs separately from services for men. I share community concern that specialist services for 
homeless women continue to be funded.  
 
St Vincent’s Hospital Mental Health Service has developed strong partnership relationships with 
key homelessness service providers to ensure continuity of care and appropriate support for 
women with a mental illness. These clients require intensive and skilled support to engage with 
service providers and move to housing with ongoing support. I urge you to continue funding 
services for homeless women who have a mental illness.  
 
Many of those who have contacted me are very concerned about the transition to a new service 
system under ‘Going Home Staying Home’. They say that new services in other areas are not yet 
operating to prevent homeless people moving to the inner city, but inner city services will be cut 
severely. I have already raised concerns with you about reduced funding for inner city 
homelessness services.  
 
The Commonwealth Government has extended the National Partnership Agreement on 
Homelessness for another 12 months, and it has been suggested that this will provide additional 
resources to State Governments for homelessness services. I urge you to use this funding to 
maintain inner city services during the transition.  
 
Could you please inform me what action you will take to maintain homelessness services 
for women, particularly homeless women with a mental illness? 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 


