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8 April 2013 
 

Report on Mardi Gras Policing 
 
There was widespread community outrage after footage of serious police incidents went 
viral. Reports included heavy-handed policing, aggressive language, failure to respond to 
concerns about safety, public strip searches, large-scale drug detection dog operations 
treating everyone as criminals, and police comments on clothing and appearance. 
 
These are serious concerns, and my action on your behalf includes: 
 An urgent meeting with the Minister for Police to get priority for investigations; 
 Several meetings  with Mardi Gras representatives, the Minister for Police and the 

Police Commissioner to discuss investigations and the way forward for policing;  
 A request to the Ombudsman to directly oversee police investigations;  
 Holding a joint forum to hear and share community concerns and suggestions; 
 Requests in Parliament for a review of the police complaints system and drugs policing;  
 Questions in Parliament about sniffer dogs and impacts on health and harm 

minimisation; and  
 Supporting the community petition for reform.  
 
You can see my Private Members Statement at 
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Prod/parlment/hansart.nsf/V3Key/LA20130327079?open&ref
NavID=HA8_1 My Questions are at: 
www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/la/qala.nsf/c1e52c2011c46013ca2574a20081ab75/c116
c3762bffa466ca257b350013c953?OpenDocument 
 

Common themes 
The messages I’ve had and the comments at the forum have several common themes: 
heavy-handed policing; police strategies with illegal drugs, especially drug detection dogs; 
confidence in police complaints investigation; and how police officers deal with minority 
groups including LGBTI communities.  
 
All police officers should treat all citizens with respect. My forum identified the need for 
better training and education of all police officers about lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and intersex communities and other minority groups, and the community should contribute 
to this training.  
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The Government needs to review drugs policing and change the focus to drug dealing and 
trafficking and adopt evidence-based drug strategies, and we need community debate 
about better approaches. It should review and properly fund the complaints and oversight 
systems to ensure prompt, thorough and fair investigations which lead to disciplinary 
action where police have breached obligations.  
 
Homophobia remains an underlying concern, and we need to continue pushing for cultural 
change to prevent and overcome prejudice and hate.  
 

Complaints 
The Lesbian and Gay Anti-Violence project and Inner City Legal Centre a free forum to 
inform people about your legal rights and how to submit complaints about policing on 
Thursday 11 April in Sydney: www.acon.org.au/get-involved/events/legal-rights-forum  
 
Members of Parliament do not have the authority to investigate complaints against police. 
If you have experienced problems or witnessed an incident that you think could be subject 
of a complaint, please contact these bodies for advice and information: 

 Lesbian and Gay Anti-Violence project, telephone 9206 2116 
 Inner City Legal Centre, telephone 9332 1966 or 
 Redfern Legal Centre, telephone 9698 7277. 

 

Next steps 
I support the joint petition developed by the Gay and Lesbian Rights Lobby, Sydney Gay & 
Lesbian Mardi Gras, ACON and Inner City Legal Centre, calling for reform to create an 
independent, transparent, accountable, accessible and well-resourced complaints body 
with strong investigatory powers. I’ll gladly submit these petitions in Parliament and speak 
in support. Please download and sign: http://glrl.org.au/images/petitions/nsw-police.pdf  
 
I intend to organise another forum to report back to the community on police investigations 
in the coming months, bringing all parties together for a report back.  
 
I will continue to work with you for reform. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 
Alex Greenwich MP  
Independent Member for Sydney 
58 Oxford Street, Paddington NSW 2021 Australia  
Telephone 61 2 9360 3053 Facsimile 61 2 9331 6963  
Website http://alexgreenwich.com.au  
Facebook www.facebook.com/alexgreenwich  
Twitter http://twitter.com/alexgreenwich  

http://www.acon.org.au/get-involved/events/legal-rights-forum
http://glrl.org.au/images/petitions/nsw-police.pdf
http://alexgreenwich.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/alexgreenwich
http://twitter.com/alexgreenwich

