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The Australian Youth Climate Coalition’s mission is to
build a generation wide movement to solve climate
change before it is too late.
We do this through uniting all major youth organisations,
and over 50,000 young Australians, to achieve shortterm influence and long-term cultural change. Our
members and partners coordinate, communicate
and network with each other to run shared projects
and campaigns to facilitate young Australians taking
action to solve the climate crisis in our schools, TAFEs,
Universities and communities.

We’re different
- Strength in partnership. We’re a coalition of twentyfive of Australia’s largest youth organisations – including
those representing students, young scientists, engineers,
architects, and other professionals, and young people
of faith.
Meaningful youth involvement. We’re one of Australia’s
few examples of an entirely youth-run and youth led
organisation. We provide youth with opportunities for
involvement at every level from signing a petition to
joining our staff, attending a school conference to
representing us at the United Nations.
Achieving a lot with little. On a budget entirely
uncomparable to large environment groups, we have
built a professional organisation, achieved substantial
media presence, and enabled tens of thousands
of young Australians to learn, take action and join
together in a diverse but unified youth movement.

The Australian Youth
Climate Coalition’s
mission is to build
a generation wide
movement to solve
climate change before
it is too late.
“Thank you so much for what you’re doing”
Vice President Al Gore
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2009 by the numbers

A Short History
November 2006 – Fifty young delegates representing
more than twenty of Australia’s largest youth and
student organisations come together in Melbourne to
found the AYCC.

Through 2008 – AYCC partners with local councils
to deliver more than 20 Regional Youth Climate
Conferences. 100 young people are then trained up
as “Youth Climate Messengers”.

February 2007 – On World Kyoto Day, the Coalition is
officially launched to the public on Bondi Beach with a
live cross on Ch 7’s Sunrise, and the release of a cinema
advertisement.

September 2008 – AYCC organises a “Targets Tag Team”
following the Prime Minister around the nation under
the slogan “Your Targets = Our Future”, generating
substantial media attention.

September 2007 – the “Adopt a Politician” federal
election campaign sees thousands of young people
strategically engaged around the importance of
climate change policies in marginal electorates in
NSW, WA, and SA.

November 2008 – When low reduction targets look
imminent, thousands of youth sign an online AYCC
petition, and former Young Australian of the Year
award winners come together for a special appeal.

December 2007 – AYCC sends a delegation of ten young
Australians to the UN negotiations in Copenhagen –
helping organise an international youth summit and
generating worldwide media attention.
April 2008 – To coincide with the Prime Minister’s 2020
Summit, AYCC’s member organisations release a fullpage statement in The Canberra Times calling for A
Safe Future. Youth selected to the attend the PM’s
Summit help deliver the Statement to Youth Minister
Kate Ellis.
May 2008 – AYCC launches a series of multi-faith youth
climate change initiatives. These include a major
presence at Catholic World Youth Day with a ‘Christian
Youth Declaration” signed by 11 major Christian youth
groups.

December 2008 - On the announcement of 5% targets
flies kites with the slogan “Aim Higher” in Canberra.
20 young Australians represent the AYCC at the UN
climate meeting in Poznan, Poland.
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50,000 Current size of database
1000% Database growth
68,518 Youtube video view to date
37,000
2,500+

Voters in Youth Decide
Number of active volunteers

2 Nobel Prize Winners speaking at Powershift
300% Percentage increase in budget
50+ 1 - 1 lobby meetings with federal politicians
1000+

Flash dancers at the Opera House

“You give us hope - in your hands
liES the destiny of this planet”
Ra jendra Pachauri,
Chair of the UN
Intergovernmental Panel of
Climate Change.
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CO-Director’s Letter

Dea r friends of the australian youth climate coalition
2009 has been a pivotal year for climate change action
– and also for the Australian Youth Climate Coalition.
We delivered on projects many times the scale of
anything we had done before. From our comprehensive
schools program to our intensive leadership program;
Australia’s first national youth climate Summit,
Powershift, to our national youth referendum on climate
targets, Youth Decide; or our 20-strong delegation to
the upcoming Copenhagen climate negotiations – we
gave new meaning to the words, “Yes, we can”.
2009 saw us us meeting regularly with politicians of
all stripes, as well as other prominent national and
international figures. Business leaders queued to see
us speak. We obtained not just serious national media
coverage – but also a perhaps under appreciated
amount of local and regional press.
We are already making history when it comes to
large scale youth engagement led by young people
in Australia. We’ve been successful because we’ve
reached and connected with young people where
they are at, through social networking tools, interactive
activities, a large national network of volunteers, and
effective email and mobile communication.

With weak Australian targets and global agreement
that appears shaky, there is no moment for pause. In
2010, AYCC will mobilise our generation in support of
our future at a scale beyond anything we achieved
this year – in schools, universities, communities – and at
the ballot box.
All the solutions we need to solve climate change,
already exist in the world. They are already being
implemented – by young people and old people,
whether it be sustainable buildings, forest conservation
strategies, renewable energy innovations, energy
efficiency breakthroughs, electric cars, world-class
public transport and more.
But now it is up to us to help our entire country embrace
this vision. Because in the end we are not just struggling
against the corruption of climate change politics in
Canberra, but also with our own doubts, our own fears,
our own cynicism.
People tell us almost every day that what we’re
fighting for is impossible. But as we have said all along:
“Sometimes we have to ask for the impossible to avoid
the unimaginable”.
Anna Rose and Amanda McKenzie

In 2009, Anna Rose, Amanda McKenzie (Co-Directors) and Ellen Sandell
(Victorian Director) were honoured with Banksia Foundation Environment
Minister’s Young Environmentalist of the Year Award.
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activities 2009

Youth Decide
Youth Decide was Australia’s first national youth climate
vote, organised by the Australian Youth Climate
Coalition in partnership with World Vision Australia.

An overwhelming 97.5 % of young people voted
for emissions targets stronger than those currently
proposed by the government.

From Sept 14 -21, our team of over 2,000 volunteers
in every State & Territory organised 330 Youth Decide
voting events held at schools, Universities, TAFEs and
community centres around the country. In addition,
over 5,000 young people attended the Youth Decide
Concert at Federation Square featuring popular
Australian bands The Cat Empire, Blue King Brown,
Kisschasy and more.

The results of Youth Decide were presented to Climate
Change Minster, Penny Wong at Climate Week in New
York, by the Australian youth representative to the
United Nations, and have been presented to MPs and
Senators from every political party during a lobbying
trip to Parliament House.

During voting week over 37,500 young people aged
12 – 29 took part and voted for the world they want to
inherit.

Local youth decide voters also organised and attended
meetings with their MPs in their own electorates
during Parliamentary non-sitting weeks. The AYCC’s
International youth delegation to the United Nations
climate conference in Copenhagen will discuss the
results with world leaders and negotiators to illustrate
the growing power of the youth climate movement.v

The Results
34, 267 (91.5%) voted for World 3 (40%+ emissions reductions)
2,225 (5.9% voted for World 2 (25 - 40% emissions reductions)
940 (2.5%) voted for World 1 (4 - 24% emissions reductions)
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Power Shift was Australia’s first national youth climate
summit, held July 11th – 13th 2009 at the University
of Western Sydney and the University of Technology
Sydney.
1,500 youth attended Power Shift 2009 from every State
& Territory in Australia.
Power Shift brought together the brightest young
minds, the most influential of their peer group, tech
savvy and socially conscious… and reached millions
more Australians through peer-based promotion in
schools and universities as well as the media coverage
it generated.
Power Shift trained these youth advocates through
workshops, panels, and trainings modelled on the
Obama campaign training. It culminated in a giant
“flash mob” dance on the steps of the Sydney Opera
House. Over 30,000 people have viewed the video
of the flash mob on YouTube, which has now inspired
similar flash dances in the UK, USA, and Canada.

Power Shift Speakers included
Former US Vice-President Al Gore (via video)
Leading scientist Tim Flannery
Head of the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change Rajendra Pachauri
Federal Senators Nick Xenophon & Christine Milne
NSW Premier Nathan Rees
South Australian Premier Mike Rann
Actor Brooke Satchwell
Ben Namaklin (Micronesian climate advocate)
Kandi Mossett (Energy Action Coalition, USA)
Deepa Gupta (Indian Youth Climate Network)
Sharen Burrow (ACTU President)
Power Shift launched the national youth climate
movement on the public stage and reminded politicians
that a new youth movement is rising in Australia. This
movement is transforming young people from merely
a demographic, to a political constituency who act –
and vote – on climate change.
To help drive interest and registrations, AYCC
organised substantial outreach at music festivals
across the country including the Big Day Out (in
Sydney, Melbourne, and Brisbane), Woodford, the
Falls Festival, the Meredith Musical Festival, Peats
Ridge Festival and Corrinbank Festival.

Thankyou; it was an amazing, life changing, unforgettable experience!
- you taught me that, together, we can make a difference, and fix what
other generations ruined, and that we have the ability to change our
own future.
pa RtIcipant, age 17

activities 2009 						
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ACtivities 2009

Youth Climate Leadership Program

Switched On Schools Project

The Youth Climate Leadership a unique 9-month training
program for up-and-coming young climate leaders
in Australia. The project aims to create a generation
of highly skilled social change makers to help solve
climate change. We deliver training programs to a
diverse group of young people, in organising and
climate leadership to develop effective social change
makers and leaders of the climate movement across
the country.

Switched On Schools is a national climate change
program for students and teachers with online and
face-to-face components.

Our training is based around these core areas:
(1) Personal narrative, (2) Building relationships
and motivation; (3) Strategy, action and personal
development.
Workshops include:
Climate Science and Politics – Media – Working in
teams and leadership styles – Campaign Strategy –
Project Management – Online Organising – Public
Speaking – Organising climate actions.

It includes fun, engaging workshops and conferences
as well as a website www.switchedonschools.org.au
with downloadable resources, such as video clips and
lesson plans.
Since 2006, the program has directly reached over
6,000 students in over 150 schools across all States and
Territories in Australia.
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“Thank you so much for your inspiring words and for showing
the delegates that young people really can change the world!” United Nations Youth Association NSW State Conference Organisers

activities 2009 						

13

Project Survival Pacific
Project Survival Pacific had its origins at the United
Nations Climate Change Conference in Poland
in December 2008 where the AYCC International
delegation recognised that a lack of resources and
personnel was a major barrier faced by all Pacific
island nations at the conference. Young Australians
stepped in to assist Pacific governments, and highlight
the plight of the Pacific Islands on the international
stage – and Project Survival Pacific was born!
PSP is driven by a team of 26 young volunteers in
Australia and the Pacific, with three objectives:
(1) Highlight the plight of the Pacific and assist Pacific
islanders to tell their stories in the international arena;
(2) Support the participation of Pacific nations at
international climate negotiations and
(3) Assist Pacific youth to take action to ensure the
survival of their region through a Pacific Youth Climate
Network.
AYCC members based in the Pacific liaise with and assist
Island delegations, and work with local youth to ensure
their participation in events such as the International
Day of Climate Action. PSP has fundraised to assist
Pacific youth to participate in the COP15 Copenhagen
negotiations.

Copenhagen

AYCC is sending a delegation of 21 young Australians
to the key UN climate negotiations in Copenhagen.
As with previous delegations to meetings in Bali and
Poznan, the team will lobby delegates from Australia,
track the progress of negotiations and report back
through the internet and the media, and collaborate
with young people from around the world on major
media stunts and actions. The delegation has been
working for six months to prepare for the trip, gaining a
solid understanding of the international policies issues
and negotiating tactics of major countries. The meeting
also provides an opportunty share experiences with
other Youth Climate Coalitions from around the world.
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MEMBERSHIP AND GOVERNANCE

“The Australian Youth Climate Coalition has successfully used a
peer-to-peer model of youth education and engagement, by supporting
youth climate leaders to take action in their local community.
The Australian Youth Climate Coalition has proven their ability
to make positive change in the lives and futures of young people.”
– Luke Bo’sher, Chairperson, Australian Youth Affairs Coalition

Membership
Our coalition unites all
organisations including;

Steering Committee
major

Australian

youth

Affinity Muslim Intercultural Foundation, AIESEC Project Echo, Australian Medical Students Association,
the Australian Student Environment Network, Australian
Youth Affairs Coalition, Centre for Sustainability
Leadership, Engineers without Borders, International
Young Professionals Foundation, Just Act, Law Students
for a Just Community, National Indigenous Youth
Movement of Australia, National Union of Students, The
Oaktree Foundation, Oz Green, Sai Youth Hindu Youth
Network, Student Organised Network for Architecture,
The Otesha Project, United Nations Association of
Australia, Vision Generation, Young Energy Professionals
& Young Scientists of Australia. The Australian Law
Students Association (ALSA) is about to become a
member group.

Angela Baker (Oz Green)
Emily Murray (United Nations Youth Association of Australia)
Steph Smith (Centre for Sustainability Leadership)
Tessa Dowdell (Australian Student Environment Network)
Ben Margetts (Individual representative) – Chair
Sarah Purcell (Engineers Without Borders) – departed April 2009
Nicky Ison (ASEN) – departed April 2009
Nick Moraitis (Individual) – departed April 2009

Staff

Amanda McKenzie (Co-director)
Anna Rose (Co-director)
Nathan Elvery (Project Director)
Ellen Sandell (Project Director)
Power Shift Staff
Jessica Willis, Simone Morrissey, Sara Haghdoosti,
George Leipnik, Sasha Hunt, Sophie Trevitt, Kris
Gesling.
Youth Decide Staff
Kirsty Albion, Ella Horton, Sophie Trevitt, Sasha Hunt,
Natasha Lay, Gemma Hawkins
All AYCC staff, volunteers and steering committee
members are under thirty, and the vast majority are
under twenty-five.

Media Coverage						
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In 2009, AYCC has been featured by more than 100 media outlets, including The Age,
the Daily Telegraph, the Canberra T imes, the Sydney Morning Herald, Dolly, Girlfriend,
Rolling Stone, G Magazine, ABC TV’s Q&A, Lateline and the 730 Report and JTV, SBS
News, Sunrise, JJJ, Sky News, ABC Radio National, Heywire – as well as more than 30
local media stories from the Northcote Leader to the Sunshine Coast Daily.

“The AYCC is an incredibly innovative organisation led by a team of
visiona ry, strategic and creative young Australians. In the past
yea rs, I have seen this organisation achieve amazing success towa rds
its mission of building a generation wide movement to solve climate
change” John Connor, CEO, The Climate Institute

supporters
Major Supporters

Power Shift 09 Supporters Continued

Youth Decide 09 Major Partners
In-kind Supporters

Power Shift 09 Supporters

The Australian Youth Climate Coalition
www.aycc.org.au
Sydney: Level 15, 179 Elizabeth St, Sydney NSW 2000 / Phone: (02) 9252 5200
Melbourne: Level 6, 620 Bourke Street, Melbounre 3000 / Phone: (03) 90058552
Brisbane: Visible Ink, 54 Berwick St, Fortitude Valley, Queensland 4006 / Phone: (07) 3403 0973

