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The Paradox
“Hubris creates blind spots.”
-Dani Rodrick, The Globalization Paradox

If you push too hard for
something, the pushing may
destroy what you had been
seeking.
Rodrik, D. (2011). The Globalization Paradox: Democracy and the Future of the World Economy.
New York: W. W. Norton & Co.

A Lesson Learned from Art
Traveling Light

When the $470,000 ‘Traveling Light’ was unveiled in Calgary, it was widely
panned, but the art community uncritically loved it.
The art project was completed, but it undermined the art program that funded it.
The conservatives on city council were elated with their gift.

The Context
The same undermining of basic income could occur.

And given that money and power are mixed, undermining
basic income, like the art program, could also boost
conservative power and their values – pushing basic
income’s implementation even farther away.
So, paying attention to the context associated with its
design and implementation is important as the idea itself.

Character Matters
A contextual example regarding the recent
Ontario election
“It shows that Ontarians don’t vote first for
policies or platforms…
…character matters most and people have a
gut feeling about that.”
-Randi Rahamim, Toronto Star, June 14, 2014

The Conservative Context
One World View

If everyone pursues her own self-interest, then by the
invisible hand, by nature, the self-interest of all will be
maximized. That is it is moral to pursue your self-interest,
and there is a name for people that do not do it. The name
is do-gooder. A do-gooder is someone who is trying to help
someone else rather than herself and is getting in the way
of those who are pursuing their self-interest … She cannot
take care of herself and thus becomes dependent… this
translates politically into no government meddling (p.8).

Lakoff, G. (2004). Don’t think of an elephant: Know your values and frame the debate. White River Junction:
Chelsea Green Publishing.

The Progressive Context
An Opposing World View

You have empathy for others, and you act responsibly on
that empathy, being both responsible for yourself and
socially responsible as well. Progressives say, "We're all in
this together"

Lakoff, G. (2004). Don’t think of an elephant: Know your values and frame the debate. White River Junction:
Chelsea Green Publishing.

Underlying Values
Comparison of World Views

CONSERVATIVE

PROGRESSIVE

 Values
 Self-Interest
 Freedom, if not disciplined
 Wealth
 Obedience
 Competition
 Self-Reliance
 Rewards

 Values
 Common community good
 Freedom, but not to harm
 Opportunity & Prosperity
 Fairness & Integrity
 Nurturance & Care
 Responsibility to Others
 Empathy

Context: What Polls Say
The top values identified by Canadians were
Diversity/Multiculturalism, and Freedom
-Historica Institute, 2005
Progressive values far outweighed conservative values
(only 24%) in Canada
-Harris-Decima, 2013
Canadians remain firmly on the progressive track
-Environcs Institute, 2014

The Canadian Community

Community, Freedom, and Autonomy Valued

“Canadians seem to have a nice balance between a
freedom to do what you want to do, a freedom from fear of
poverty or violence, and the freedom to be me….
With Canadians the multicultural diversity, sexual
orientation diversity, the abled and disabled, we have a very
inclusive attitude that everybody is in the family and we've
got to help everybody.”
-Michael Adams, Environics Institute, March, 2014

Freedom, Integrity, Health, Rights
Frank Graves, Ekos Research Associates, 2014

Mixing Revenue and Spending
Creating a confusing picture

More Context: Confirmation Bias
CONFIRMATION BIAS

IMPLICATIONS

• Skilled arguers are not after
the truth but rather after
information to confirm their
views

• Arguments inconsistent with
one’s own values are
immediately rejected.

• Even in the face of evidence,
false information can be
adopted to confirm one’s bias.

• “Rationalist Delusion” that
good reasoning will win over
opponents

• It is a persistent phenomena,
resistant to change.
Nickerson, R. S. (1998). Confirmation Bias: A Ubiquitous Phenomenon in Many Guises. Review of General
Psychology, 2(2), 175-220.

Nightmare Scenarios
What would not fly in Canada

Proposing or enacting a basic income that …
• Is not fiscally sound or viable
• It goes against our values of integrity

• Reduces work involvement/motivation
• It goes against values of opportunity

• Creates greater administrative complexity
• It goes against values of freedom and autonomy

• Blindly forwarding such proposals without attention to the
context could not only create a BI rejection, and also…

Democratizing the Economy
Blindly forwarding such proposals without
attention to the context could not only create
a BI rejection, and also…
• Perpetuate a system antithetical to developing
better economic-social policy, a basic income,
less economic inequality, and greater
democratic involvement.

Solution:
1) Attend to the Context and Values
Frame basic income within the value set of the
person you want to have consider it. How would
you argue for basic income in these contexts?
• Fiscal Integrity
• Opportunity
• Healthy Society
• Dignified Security
• Autonomy and Freedom

Solution
2) Move toward Progressive Values
Use principles that bring world-views together, and
possibly move values to become more progressive.
• Imagine a basic income with the following attributes.
Inject values into a basic income that:
– Boosts Dignified Autonomy,
– Creates a Healthy populace,
– Is an Investment in economic infrastructure and has
Economic Integrity
– Incorporates Equitable Universal Access
– Accentuates Meaningful Opportunity
– Upholds secure Communities, and
– Is Excellent Value for Money, or a Return on Investment

Solution
3) Reframe and re-term the Conservative
• “On deeper examination [the conservative
world view] may turn out to be based on a
stubborn loner, a bully bringing on the very
threats from which he claims to protect
us.”

Lappé, F. M. (20). EcoMind: Changing the Way We Think, to Create the World We Want. New York: Perseus
Books Group.
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