
 

Examples of Plagiarized Material 
 

SENIORS 

 

John Edwards 2008: "Security Dignity and Choice: A Declaration of Independence for 

Older Americans" 

"Our long-term care system is poorly equipped to give independence to older Americans and 

forces many families to juggle elder care, child care, and their jobs or spend themselves into 

poverty to pay for nursing homes. Edwards will reform Medicaid and Medicare to let people to 

choose home-based care in their communities and test innovations such as asset and income 

protection programs. He will also support states and communities offering much-needed and 

often less expensive alternatives -- like adult day care and senior villages -- that allow seniors to 

live at home with their loved ones." 

 

Nuciforo: “Security, Dignity and Choice: Protecting Older Americans” 

"Our long-term care system is poorly equipped to give independence to older Americans 

and forces many families to juggle elder care, child care, and their jobs -- or pay for 

expensive nursing homes. Nuciforo supports Medicaid and Medicare reform to let people 

choose home-based care in their communities and test innovations such as asset and 

income protection programs. He will also support states and communities offering much-

needed and often less expensive alternatives -- like adult day care and senior villages -- 

that allow seniors to live at home with their loved ones." 

 

Edwards 

“The number of Americans over the age of 65 is expected to double by 2030, and the number 

over 80 will more than quadruple to almost 20 million. But our health care system is set up to 

treat the worst problems instead of promoting health and quality of life. Our housing policies too 

often force seniors to choose between isolation or institutionalization. And our policies for work 

and savings have not adapted to the economic and lifestyle changes of the 21st century.” 

 

Nuciforo 

“The number of Americans over age 65 is expected to double by 2030, and the number 

over 80 will more than quadruple to almost 20 million. Unfortunately, our health care 

system is designed to treat the worst problems instead of promoting health and quality of 

life through preventative measures. Our housing policies too often force seniors to choose 

between isolation or institutionalization. And our policies for work and savings have not 

adapted to the economic and lifestyle changes of the 21st century.” 

 

Edwards 

“Drug costs have risen three times faster than inflation since 1994. Top companies spend twice 

as much on marketing and administration as they do on R&D. Edwards will take on the 

pharmaceutical and insurance industries to help seniors. He will allow Medicare to negotiate 

drug costs with drug makers and give Medicare beneficiaries the choice of a public plan for their 

prescription drugs. He will also permit safe reimportation from Canada, restrict direct-to-

consumer advertising for new drugs, ensure evaluation research is truly independent, eliminating 

loopholes and trade obstacles that block generic drugs, and let the FDA approve biogeneric drugs 

to bring down costs. 



 

Nuciforo 

Drug costs have risen three times faster than inflation since 1994, with top companies 

spending twice as much on marketing and administration as they do on research and 

development. Nuciforo's plan will take on the pharmaceutical and insurance industries 

and their lobbyists to help seniors. Specifically, Nuciforo supports 

 

*Medicare negotiating drug costs with drug makers 

*giving Medicare beneficiaries the choice of a public prescription drugs plan 

*permitting safe re-importation of pharmaceuticals from Canada 

*restricting direct-to-consumer advertising for new drugs 

*ensuring evaluation research is truly independent, thereby eliminating loopholes and 

trade obstacles that block generic drugs 

*letting the FDA approve biogeneric drugs to bring down costs 

 

Edwards 

Too many seniors are forced to move from their private homes because they lack supportive 

services or reliable transportation. Edwards will promote livable communities to make sure every 

American has the right to age in the setting of their choice. He will create new supportive 

housing options that give older Americans the choice of community-based living, vigorously 

enforce civil rights laws to ensure that federally-funded housing is accessible, and protect 

supportive services like meals-on-wheels and senior centers that sustain independent living. He 

will also meet the special needs of senior drivers by helping health professionals educate their 

senior patients about the interaction between health and driving and encourage automakers to 

make affordable, wheelchair-accessible vehicles. In the Edwards administration, the Department 

of Transportation will prioritize transportation access requirements, fund accessible mass transit 

like "kneeling buses" that are easier to board, and support paratransit services in rural areas. 

 

Nuciforo 

Nuciforo understands that too many seniors are forced to move from their private homes 

because they lack supportive services or reliable transportation. He believes that every 

American has the right to age in the setting of their choice and will facilitate the 

development of livable communities. To do so, Nuciforo will encourage new housing 

options that give older Americans the choice of community-based living, vigorously 

enforce civil rights laws to ensure that federally-funded housing is accessible, and protect 

supportive services like Meals-on-Wheels and senior centers that sustain independent 

living. He will also meet the special needs of senior drivers by helping health 

professionals educate their senior patients about the interaction between health and 

driving and encourage automakers to make affordable, wheelchair-accessible vehicles. 

This will include funding accessible mass transit like "kneeling buses" that are easier to 

board, and paratransit services in rural areas. 

 

 

A WOMAN’S RIGHT TO CHOOSE 

 

Edwards: “A Woman’s Right to Choose” 

“The decision about whether to become a parent is one of the most important life decisions that a 

woman can face. She should make it with her family, her doctor, and in the context of her 



religious and ethical values; government and politicians should not make the decision for her. 

John Edwards supports a woman’s constitutional right to choose. As a senator, Edwards earned a 

100 percent voting record with both NARAL and Planned Parenthood. As president, he will 

protect and defend the right to choose and reverse the damage that has been done by President 

Bush’s anti-choice agenda.” 

 

Nuciforo: “Protecting the Rights of American Women” 

“The decision about whether to become a parent is one of the most important life 

decisions that a woman can face. She should make it with her family, her doctor, and in 

the context of her religious and ethical values. Government officials and politicians 

should not make the decision for her. Nuciforo supports a woman's constitutional right to 

choose. As a state senator, Nuciforo earned a 100 percent voting record with both 

NARAL and Planned Parenthood. As Congressman, he will protect and defend the right 

to choose and fight to reverse the damage done by right-wing ideologues.” 

 

Edwards 

“The right to choose and the right to privacy are fundamental constitutional rights. Edwards 

strongly supports those rights as recognized by Roe v. Wade. He supports a federal freedom of 

choice act codifying Roe v. Wade into federal law so that the right to choose is protected no 

matter what the Supreme Court does. He opposes legislation that would undermine reproductive 

freedom and choice, like the Unborn Victims of Violence Act.” 

 

Nuciforo 

“The right to choose and the right to privacy are fundamental constitutional rights. 

Nuciforo strongly supports those rights as recognized by Roe v. Wade. He supports a 

federal freedom of choice act codifying Roe v. Wade into federal law so that the right to 

choose is protected no matter what the Supreme Court does. He opposes legislation that 

would undermine reproductive freedom and choice, like the Unborn Victims of Violence 

Act.” 

 

Edwards 

“Edwards opposes laws that prohibit health care professionals from counseling, referring, or 

providing information to patients about the option of abortion, including the “global gag rule” 

that prohibits overseas organizations receiving family planning aid from using their own funds to 

provide information about abortion services.” 

 

Nuciforo 

“Nuciforo opposes laws that prohibit health care professionals from counseling, referring, 

or providing information to patients about family planning, including the "global gag 

rule" that prohibits overseas organizations receiving family planning aid from using their 

own funds to provide information about family planning.” 

 

Edwards 

“Edwards supports steps to guarantee reproductive choices and reduce unwanted pregnancies, 

including access to birth control and Title X family planning services. Edwards believes all 

health insurance plans that cover prescription drugs should cover prescription contraceptives and 

we must improve access to emergency contraception. He supports comprehensive, age-



appropriate sex education for young people that includes information on both abstinence and 

contraception. 

 

Nuciforo 

“Nuciforo supports steps to guarantee reproductive choices and reduce unwanted 

pregnancies, including access to birth control and Title X family planning services. 

Nuciforo believes all health insurance plans that cover prescription drugs should cover 

prescription contraceptives and emergency contraception. He supports comprehensive, 

age-appropriate sex education for young people that includes information on both 

abstinence and contraception.” 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 

Stacey Lawson: “Alternative Energy, Sustainability & The Environment” 

“Stacey knows we can stem climate change and make significant progress on many of our top 

environmental priorities, by moving America away from carbon-based fuels. In Making More in 

America, Stacey describes how we can move America to a cleaner energy future, and create 

high-wage, middle class jobs by making our own energy again.” 

 

“Reducing energy consumption and spurring green-collar jobs through building retrofits could 

create up to $21 billion in savings annually.  Creating a next-generation smart energy grid will 

allow us to release the power of wind energy, and finally create a full infrastructure for plug-in 

electric vehicles.  And by making sure that the federal government takes the lead on switching to 

more energy efficient models of production and consumption we can save the environment and 

taxpayers’ money.” 

http://staceylawson.com/issues/sustainability/ 

 

Nuciforo: “Strengthening Our Commitment to Protecting the Environment” 

“Nuciforo knows we can reduce climate change and make greater progress on many of 

our top environmental priorities by reducing American dependency on carbon-based 

fuels. Nuciforo will work to move America toward a future of cleaner energy, and create 

high-wage, middle class jobs through energy production on U.S. soil. [Environmental 

conservation and job creation are not mutually exclusive, and Nuciforo will make 

improvements that benefit both. We must also conserve undeveloped wilderness, which 

is both vital to the environment and should be preserved for future generations to enjoy. 

Such places of natural beauty should not be open for oil drilling, mining, and reckless 

development.] By making sure the federal government takes the lead on transitioning to 

more efficient models of energy production and consumption, we can save both the 

environment and taxpayer money.” 

 

“As congressman, Nuciforo will look to: 

*reduce energy consumption and encourage green-collar jobs through building retrofits, 

which could lead to an estimated $21 billion in annual savings 

*develop a next-generation smart energy grid that will allow for more effective use of 

wind energy and ultimately create a full infrastructure for plug-in electric vehicles 

*increase energy efficiency standards for residential and commercial appliances” 

 

http://staceylawson.com/issues/making-more-in-america-jobs-plan/
http://staceylawson.com/issues/making-more-in-america-jobs-plan/
http://staceylawson.com/issues/sustainability/


Lawson 

“We need to solve our tough environmental problems, not run away from them.  Politicians can 

say they’re for protecting the environment, for smart planning, and for job creation – when it is 

easy.  It’s when things get hard that we see where people really stand.  Stacey won’t back down 

from the tough fights.  She has been a strong advocate for environmental stewardship and 

sustainable innovation, and will fight to protect the environment while creating sustainable, 

green jobs.” 

 

Nuciforo 

“Our environmental problems need solutions, not excuses. Politicians often claim to be in 

favor of protecting the environment, smart planning, and green job creation when it's 

convenient. When these problems become tough to solve, we often see where they truly 

stand. Nuciforo will not back down from his position on the environment when things get 

difficult. He has been a strong advocate for environmental preservation and sustainable 

innovation, and will work to protect the environment while creating sustainable, green 

jobs.” 

 

 

VETERANS 

 

Edwards: “A Sacred Contract with Our Military and Veterans Community” 

 “Health care has been a cornerstone of our nation's commitment to our heroes since the first 

states undertook responsibility for caring for Continental Army veterans. Today, we are falling 

short on our historic commitment. Veterans report long delays for appointments at Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA) facilities, which have done valiant work under difficult circumstances.” 

 

Nuciforo: “Veterans Policy” 

 “Health care has been a vital aspect of our nation’s commitment to our military 

personnel since the days of the Continental Army. In recent years, however, we have 

been falling short on this crucial commitment. There have been many reports of long 

delays and underfunding at Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) facilities.” 

 

Edwards 

 “Edwards believes we must guarantee quality health care for service men and women and every 

generation of veterans, provide families with the support necessary to withstand the strain of 

separations, and ensure returning troops have access to the education and opportunities to 

succeed in civilian life.” 

 

Nuciforo 

“As congressman, Nuciforo will work to guarantee quality health care for veterans, 

provide support for military families, and ensure that troops have access to education, 

training and counseling opportunities to succeed in civilian life upon their return home.” 

 

 

SMALL BUSINESS 

 

Stacey Lawson 

“Priority One: Small Business – Creating Conditions for Small Business to Thrive” 



http://www.billshein.com/assets/pages/2/Stacey-Lawson-Small-Business-Highlighted.pdf 

 

Nuciforo 

“Priority Eight: Revitalize Small Business” 

http://www.billshein.com/assets/pages/2/Nuciforo-Small-Business.pdf 

 

 

# # 30 # # 
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