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Background

Health policy advocacy 1T Australian
Health Care Reform Alliance
(AHCRA)

www.healthreform.org.au

—
/52 Australian Health Care
~<"-  Reform Alliance
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The Lancet and University College London
Institute for Global Health Commissions:

ACl i mate change fibigge
threat of the 21stc ent ur y o

ACalled for a public health movement that
Nframes the threat of
humanki nd as a heal th
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Public Health Association of Australia, the Australian
Psychological Society, Doctors for the Environment, Australia, the
Australian Wo me nHKesalth Network, the Australian Research
Alllance for Children and Youth, the Australian Nursing
Federation, the Royal Australasian College of Physicians,
Australian Association of Social Workers, the Australian Hospitals
and Healthcare Association, the Australian Rural Health
Education Network, the Australian Council of Social Service,
Australlan Health Promotion Association, Australian Institute of
Health Innovation, CRANAplus, Doctors Reform Society, the
Health Issues Centre, Royal College of Nursing, Australia,
Services for Australian Rural and Remote Allied Health, North
Yarra Community Health, Health East, Wo me nHealth Iin the

North, and World Vision




Why advocate?

AUnited Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change 1994

ACurrently, there are 195 Parties to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change and 193 Parties to its Kyoto Protocol.
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http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/status_of_ratification/items/2631.php
http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/status_of_ratification/items/2613.php
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Www.Climatecnange.gov.au
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http://www.climatechange.gov.au/

The Last 10,000 Years seems to have been Ideal for the Development of Human
Societies. Is this a Histonc “Sweet Spot” that Enabled Humans and other
species to Flourish?
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Emissions (GtCO_/yr)

Global Mean Surface Warming (°C)
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What O0s
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since Kyoto
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Planetary Boundaries:

Chemical poliution \ / Ocean acidification

Not yet quantified
Atmospheric
aerosol loading :
Not yet gquantified Stratosphenc.
| ozone depletion

Nitrogen cycle
(biogeochemical
flow boundary)

Phosphorus cycle

(biogeochemical
flow boundary)

Global freshwater use

Land system change
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What are the human health impacts from
climate change?

A llinesses and deaths associated with heatwaves
A Injuries and deaths from severe flooding and storms

A Increased incidence of food or water borne infectious
diseases

A Dengue and Ross River fever
A Worsening respiratory disease i ground level ozone

A Infants and children, the elderly, Indigenous
Australians, people with chronic ilinesses and/or
disabllities, and those Iin coastal as well as rural,
remote and regional communities are being
disproportionately affected

A Psychological impactsi s ol ast al gi
n

t | a
f utur eo, f ear and anxi

e t

<



What 0sSs possi

It IS possible to
___ transition to 100%
SN T renewable energy
i for Australia
IN Just ten years
using off the shelf
technology i
combination of
wind and solar
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Action on climate = better health + $

ACTING
FOR BETTER HEALIH

A JON REDUCTION TARGET
FOR EU CLMMATE POLICY

Deakin University May 2012



Climate advocacy Is an issue for all health
professionals

A fiHealth professional s
responsibility to put health at the heart of climate
change negotiations. Firstly, because climate
change already has, and will continue to have, a
major adverse impact on the health of human
populations. Secondly, because reducing
greenhouse-gas emissions has unrivalled
opportunities for improving public health. Indeed,
moving to a low carbon economy could be the
next great publi ¢c heal tl



Policy cycle

policy instrumm
implementation
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The Australian policy cycle

Deakin University May 2012



Policy tools

A Financial incentives and disincentives
A Subsidies

A Regulation

A Taxation

A Education

A Public funding

A Research

A Targets

A Legislation



What IS _the Australian government response
to the biggest threat to global public health?

Australian Government Plan
for dealing with climate
change
2011-2021

lian Gorernment v

Protecting and promoting
public health

Deakin University May 2012



Influencing the policy process
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http://caha.org.au/wp-admin/media.php?attachment_id=364&action=edit
http://caha.org.au/wp-admin/media.php?attachment_id=364&action=edit

Submission to McKeon Review T national review of
health and medical research i March 2012

Submission In response to the Draft Energy White
Paper 2011 from the Australian Government Department
of Resources, Energy and Tourism i March 2012
Biodiversity: Our Health Depends On It: Submission to
Australian Parliament House Environment Committee
examining climate impacts on Au s t r aibdiveasaysi
July 2011.

Submission to the Senate Inquiry on the Social and
Economic Impact of Rural Wind Farms - 10 February
2011.

Submission to Australian Government Department of

Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and
Communities In response to: A sustainable population

strategy for Australia: Issues Paper - 15 March 2011.
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Climate Change: Advocacy Day November 2010

by AusConservationTV




Briefing Papers

CAHA produces Briefing Papers to provide an overview
of the All il anced0s Vviews o0n
produced to share with parliamentarians, policymakers,
the media, health care stakeholders and the
community.

Briefing Paper No 1: Climate change Is a health
ISsue

Briefing Paper No 2: A price on carbon is good for
health

Briefing Paper No. 3: The carbon price framework
Briefing Paper No. 4: Water for the Murray Darling:
Healthy rivers I Healthy People
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http://caha.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/CAHA-Briefing-Paper-No-4_Water.pdf
http://caha.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/CAHA-Briefing-Paper-No-4_Water.pdf
http://caha.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/CAHA-Briefing-Paper-No-4_Water.pdf
http://caha.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/CAHA-Briefing-Paper-No-4_Water.pdf

Position Statements

Health and wind turbines

This position statement has been developed in
response to claims that there are adverse health
effects associated with human exposure to wind
turbines. An expert review reveals there Is no
credible scientific evidence that demonstrates a
direct causal link between wind turbines and
adverse health impacts in people living In
proximity to them.


http://caha.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/CAHA_Position_Statement_on_Wind_final_240112.pdf
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