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DAY 14: Tuesday February 23 2016
NOTES: day of contrasts: two visitors gave affirming remarks 
and a radio show gave foreboding predictions. First, a visiting 
priest from India stopped by the vigil site on his way to class at 
U de M. He took my picture while standing next to the banner 
and indicated that he would place it on his Facebook page. 
Also affirming was the visit by a young woman visiting from 
Dallas, Tx. She is involved with the 40 day vigil back there 
with her parish St. Francis of Assisi. These affirming msgs came 
after a distressing phone call. My friend Carole left a voice msg 
saying that she heard a radio show that indicated a law was 
being drafted to forbid our presence outside abortion facilities. 
Such an action would draw protestors to visit our prayer vigil. 
Interesting how Our Lord worked to console me.

DAY 15: Wednesday February 24 2016
Weather: high -1C, light snow followed by (freezing) rain. The 
weather was the big story from beginning to end. It snowed 
from early morning until mid-afternoon when it changed 
into freezing rain then rain. In addition, a strong south blew, 
making it difficult to face the street and greet passing motorists 
and pedestrians.
NOTES: provincial legislature moved to create bubble zone, 
bill sponsored by PQ MNA, Carole Poirier.

DAY 16: Thursday February 25 2016
NOTES: Drive By Attacks - On this day, several arguments 
were hurled at us by passing vehicles, either stopped at the 
traffic light or while in motion. First, a woman shouts from 
the rear window of a vehicle waiting for the light to change: 
“abortion will always be with us.” Ironically, as it was pointed 
out to me, she was shouting in our direction while holding 
an unsecured infant in her arms, which is illegal in moving 
vehicles. Then from another vehicle waiting for the light to 
change: “this is the 21st century, get w the times.”

DAY 17: Friday February 26 2016
NOTES: challenges among our own ranks. At times, the 
challenges come within those of us committed to Christ. a nun 
supportive of our efforts has been bringing soup to me on a 
daily basis. Yet, Friday she informs me that their is dissension 
within her community re this daily offering, obliging her to 
stop giving it to me.

DAY 18: Saturday February 27, 2016
On this Saturday, Fr. Huang, pastor at Saint Ireneus church, 

DAY 8: Wednesday February 17 2016
NOTES: An elderly gentleman shouted at me as he walked 
by “L’avortement est un sujet qui concerne les femmes.” Had I 
chance to respond, I’d tell him that it ALSO concerns men. I 
personally know several men hurt from their abortion experience 
because of their lost fatherhood and because they learned of 
the abortion w out being consulted - Bruno, Theo, and Scott. 
Also men are not insensitive to the suffering women who have 
undergone abortions experience.

DAY 9: Thursday February 18 2016
NOTES: Expectant mother came to pray. Gilles, a volunteer 
working at renovating the Center for pregnant women, informs 
that health concerns will necessitate an operation at the end of 
March.

DAY 10: Friday February 19 2016
NOTES: two notes on this day. FIRST, a young woman passed 
by and stopped by as I was praying w Roseline and Peter. Aurelie 
came to argue against what we are doing, arguing that our 
efforts may be better directed to other needy societal ills such as 
battered children or the homeless, Roseline replied that there are 
a panoply of ills and many have agencies caring for them - Fr. 
Pops, St. Justine’s centre for battered children and so on. We, 
she added, have elected to address the life issue. SECOND, at 
day’s end I was vandalized not once but twice by the same lad. 
Initially, he passed by, stopped, spat, and bad mouthed me. Then 
came the first heist, approaching from behind our vigil site, he 
ran by and took the bag containing our signs. Ten minutes later 
he came back and standing in front on our banner, demanded 
that I leave w it or he would. I refused and he began to undo the 
strings. When I pulled out my cell to call the police, he left, not 
without having caused some minor damage. Fortunately, at day’s 
end, Suspecting where the signs had been waylaid, I called the 
Montreal Public Works and together we were able to recover the 
signs and their bag, which had been stuffed in a closed garbage 
container in the park.

not much time remaining! Hurry down to the vigil site or else 
please pray and fast for those who do, that these may be worthy 
apostles of life.

DAY 2: Thursday, February 11, 2016
NOTES: God is the vigil planner as persons sent were at key 
moments for rest -  John (9 am), Carle ( so I could attend 
the 11 am mass), Doris (2 pm to keep me company until 
Michael arrived and when I could take a break), Henri arrived 
as Michael was leaving and with whom I chatted and Michel 
who arrived as Henri was leaving. Quip of the Day: A woman 
shouts as she drives by: “Get a life!” I thought that’s what we 
are doing, or promoting... Getting a life.

DAY 7: Tuesday February 16
NOTES: Youth Day. FIRST, at around 13h, a group of six 
youth from a local HS came over to ask Questions. Two boys 
and one girl engaged me in conversation, while the others stood 
behind, looking embarrassed. The girl seemed preoccupied w 
cases when abortion is permitted, particularly if the girl was 12 
yrs of age. She wondered could there not be physical harm if 
she were to give birth. SECOND, Marie-Michel arrived at 4 
pm and w Michael Barrett formed a youthful duo for an hour 
on the vigil line. Praise God.

Dear Friend of Life ,

I would first like to ask for your prayers for a 
young woman experiencing suicidal thoughts 
following her second abortion within a year.

Secondly, our biannual prayer vigil for the end of 
abortion is underway. As in the previous editions 
running back to 2009, we are set up on Saint 
Joseph Blvd, in Lahaie Park. Call (438) 930-
8643 for more information.

40 Days for Life : stories of Faith, 
Hope and Love.

Forty Days for Life is currently being run in 273 locations, 23 
countries. Since February 10, 2016, here in Montreal, we have 
had a visible presence on Saint Joseph Blvd. East, as motorists, 
pedestrians, and cyclists see our banner and prayerful presence. 
 Since the beginning I have kept a journal of daily notes. 
The following are some of these for the first four weeks of the 
vigil. As you read them, I write about the impact our presence 
has had not only on the people who come to pray but also on the 
larger Montreal community.
 As the vigil ends on Sunday, March 20, 2016, there is 
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Participants in this year’s 40 Days for Life in Montreal.

40 Days for 
Life

“Can you 
watch with me 

one hour?”
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comes to the vigil location accompanied by the parish youth 
group. The group numbers about twelve and several adults join 
them. They spend about sixty and ninety minutes in prayer.

DAY: 21: Tuesday March 1 2016
NOTES: Divine Providence. The virtue of docility is ever 
important for us to cultivate as it enables Our Lord to use us to 
further His ends. In this matter, I think of two events involving 
my mom and myself. First, a new home care service provider 
came to bathe her today. How I don’t know but the topic of 
abortion came up. When the provider mentioned that she was 
for a woman’s right to decide, my mom chimed in that she 
believed as much until recently when she learned that live of a 
unique individual begins at quite an early stage. (This exchange 
was remarkable as not only my mom gave a testimony but also 
because my mom who had been pro choice in the early stages 
of fetal development had now changed.) Second while tending 
some of my banking business, the topic of the type of work I do 
arose with my banking advisor at which I spoke of the prayer 
vigil, praying for the end of abortion. There was a noticeable 
period of silence that I did not break. Then the female advisor 
continued w my appointment.
 PostScript: at around mid-day, I was moved and 
thanked God to see how the vigil draws participants from 
varying geographical areas around Montreal. Returning from a 
break, I was greeted by three persons, one from LaSalle, another 
from Brossard, and the third from Laval. A fourth arrived 
shortly thereafter and she from ville d’Anjou.

DAY 23: Thursday March 3, 2016
NOTES: Busy day on acct, in part, of a meeting in the church 
rectory re pregnancy care centre. Else two difficult exchanges. 
First, while John was pacing the sidewalk w signs strung upon 
him front and back (“Prions que Le Quebec reprenne Le gout 
de vivre” and “Enceinte et Inquiete ...”), a woman stopped to 

rundown of the day’s events as well as yesterday’s. He asked 
whether I had a cell phone and that I should call ASAP the 
aggressor returns.

DAY 27: Monday March 7, 2016
NOTES: Christopher. Unsurprisingly, there has been no 
shortage of opposition to our presence on saint Joseph blvd since 
the first day of the vigil. (Yesterday, the borough mayor drove by 
and smirked at me while awaiting the traffic light to change.) 
On the other hand, unlike previous vigils, not once has a pro-
choice presence come to the park. Until today, that is. At about 
mid day, I was alone at the vigil, or at least I thought, Turning 
to my right I was surprised to see a young man standing there 
holding a sign. The sign contained a caricature of Justin Trudeau 
with the words “Free-Choice”. I introduced myself and the chap 
did likewise. Not sure what to do next we stood in silence for the 
most part, one next to the other. Occasional exchanges would be 
made. Christopher seemed unaware that the Morgentaler facility 
had moved, as I had to explain it to him. I suspect he’s from the 
Maritimes as he expressed knowledge of the life issues occurring 
in PEI. He expressed confusion as to when life begins and so 
women can have an abortion pretty well at any time. Prayers 
needed.

For Life !

Brian Jenkins, Outreach Coordinator 
 
P.S. Your donations to help us build a Culture of Life in Quebec 
are very much appreciated -- Thank you and God bless !

THANK YOU FOR  
SUPPORTING

Culture of Life is published by 
Quebec Life Coalition
C.P. 55053 Comptoir postal Maisonneuve
Montréal QC H1W 0A1

Email: info@cqv.qc.ca
Internet: www.cqv.qc.ca
Toll Free: 1-855-996-2686
Local: (514) 344-2686 Cell: 438-930-8643

Call Toll Free 
1 (855) 871-4442
or (514) 871-4442

Pregnant ? 
Need help ?
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ask him how she can get an injunction against our peaceful 
presence. She admitted having had two abortions and added 
before walking away (waving the one finger salute) that 
she believes that she will enter paradise. Second, Michael 
experienced a far more harrowing exchange. A young adult 
quite perturbed accosted him, demanding that he remove the 
sign strung around his neck. The sign read “Prions que Le 
Quebec reprenne Le Gout de Vivre.” Michael in his meekness 
remained peaceful and silent. (Reminds you of anybody? 
Station no. 1, Way of the Cross) The youth then began to 
push Michael and tug at the sign, at which point Alejandra 
returned to the vigil site and interposed herself between the 
two. (Alejandra had just completed a two-hour shift and 
returned as she was unable to dislodge her vehicle from an 
icy embankment. Does this sound providential or what?) The 
youth remained turbulent. Finally three men in two vehicles 
left these and interceded, telling him to calm down. The youth 
then left.

DAY 24: Friday March 4, 2016
 Pierre and Solange are part of our regular prayer team, having 
registered to come Friday afternoons for an hour or so. On this 
Day, Solange shows off her home made sign which reads, at the 
top: “I wish to Live and Grow,” and in finer, bleu print: “Let Us 
Not Destroy the Beauty of the World.” The church Holy Infant 
Jesus is seen in the background. Below left, Pierre shows an 
earlier version of Solange’s sign. Finally, there i am, holding a 
sign that is no stranger to the vigils – our “Pregant? Worried?” 
sign with our toll-free phone number.
NOTES:. Return of the aggressor. The young man who 
harassed Michael the previous day reappeared at about 10:15, 
during my shift. I knew it was him as he identified himself as 
much. I was not alone as a newcomer, Georges, 17, had arrived 
but a few minutes beforehand. The belligerent youth, 17 also, 
played the same scenario w me asking that I remove my sign 
within 10 seconds or else he would. He was malevolent as he 
asked me whether I could count to ten. As he counted, I called 
911 and gave to the attendant a description of the young man 
- olive jacket, white helmet w red logo. He chimed in w other 
items he was wearing such specialized boots. While awaiting 
for the arrival of the police, we debated the abortion issue, first 
w me alone and then with w George. His defence of abortion 
amounted to a rape conception; else many ad hominem 
arguments were said. SPVM arrived some 25 minutes later 
after the youth had left. Constable Goulet and a partner met 
me w George on the steps of the church and I gave them a 
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