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Who We Are 
 
 
The Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care (OCBCC) was founded in 1981 to advocate for universally 
accessible, quality, and not-for-profit child care in Ontario.   
 
Our membership includes representatives of more than 800 organizations and individuals from many 
organizations including education, labour, First Nations, Francophone, social policy, anti- poverty, professional, 
student and women’s groups.  
 
The Coalition is a public awareness organization and a non-partisan advocacy group.  We work to bring the 
benefits of early learning and care to the attention of the public and policy makers.  The work of the OCBCC 
covers a wide range of activities, including: 
 

 Monitoring provincial child care policy and legislation 
 

 Lobbying for changes and improvements 
 

 Developing policy alternatives for government consideration to improve the quality, accessibility and 
management of child care services 
 

 Developing books, manuals, fact sheets and news bulletins on child care policy and operations for use 
by child care programs, early childhood education training programs, parents and the general public 
 

 Conducting public information campaigns through written material, videos, public service 
announcements, public speaking and working with the media 
 

 Conducting and commissioning research 
 

 Providing a variety of services to assist community based child care programs 
 

 Participating in an array of advisory committees, task forces, community planning bodies and child care 
development associations 

 
 
489 College Street, Suite 206, Toronto, ON  M6G 1A5 
Phone: 416-538-0628 fax: 416-538-6737, toll-free 1-800-594-7514 
 
www.childcareontario.org 
 
Follow us on Twitter @ChildCareON and Facebook www.facebook.com/OCBCC 
Looking for child care news? Go to www.childcareontario.org 
For the face of child care today go to www.childcarenow.ca  
Looking for child care resources and publications? Go to www.childcaremanagement.ca 
Having trouble finding child care? Having trouble paying for child care? Go to www.waitingforchildcare.ca 
 

http://www.childcareontario.org/
http://www.childcareontario.org/
http://www.childcarenow.ca/
http://www.childcaremanagement.ca/
http://www.waitingforchildcare.ca/
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Letter from the President 
 
 
 
 
April 30, 2012 
 
 
The Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care is a remarkable organization. We are a small organization but 
through working in partnership with parents, our members and allied organizations, we have been able to put 
child care on the provincial agenda.  
 
We are a small organization but through our networks, outreach and social media, we are able to respond 
quickly to current issues facing early learning and child care programs.  
 
Working with partners, we were able to put child care on the map in last fall’s provincial election. Leading up 
the recent Ontario Budget, we were able to highlight the financial crisis facing child care centres with our 
website focusing on child care centre profiles (www.childcarenow.ca) and connecting parents with their MPPs 
with the www.childcarematterstome.ca website.  
 
Our work contributed to amendments to the provincial budget and a commitment of $242 million in new funding 
for child care over the next three years.  
 
That funding – much needed to sustain our child care programs - is a testament to the importance of the 
Coalition and the need for advocacy.  
 
I am proud that the Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care continues to be at the centre of child care advocacy 
in Ontario.  
 
This is my last year as President of the OCBCC. For the past three years I have dedicated my time to helping 
to lead our organization to have the biggest impact possible.  
 
The success of the OCBCC is shared by all the board members who commit their time to ensuring the 
strongest possible voice for our sector.  
 
We are also successful because of our hard-working staff. Day in and day out, Andrea and Katie do much of 
the work that keeps the OCBCC active, relevant and influential. We couldn’t do our work without them.  
 
Lastly, we wouldn’t exist without our members who are child care centres throughout the province who share 
our vision of universal, affordable, high quality and not-for-profit child care. Thank you.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Tracy Saarikoski, 

http://www.childcarenow.ca/
http://www.childcarematterstome.ca/
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Our Board and Staff 
 
 
 Officers 
 
Tracy Saarikoski – President, Sudbury 
Carrol Anne Sceviour, Vice-President, Ontario Federation of Labour 
Lynn Carlson – Treasurer – Dryden 
Sheila Olan-McLean, Peterborough 
 
 
Executive 
 
Naureen Imran – AECEO  
Marg McPhail – OSSTF (Left in January 2012) 
Kathy Johnson – CUPE Ontario 
Karen Cole, Ottawa 
Debbie Milne, Belleville 
Janet Teibo – CUPE 2484 
Chris Spardella - Ottawa 
 
Advisory Council Members 
 
Lucille Desjardins, Lee Anne Kelly, Sukhy Jawanda , Danielle Heetkamp, Jocelyn Kingsley-Gascon (left mid-
year),  Chantal Labelle, Barb Buffett, Jane Falconer, Jane Bruinink, Rachelle Campbell, Catherine Fife, Noah 
Kenneally, Jane Mercer, Michele Lupa, Diane Dobusz, Eduarda Sousa, Victoria Hunt, Elaine Kerr, Trish Hunt, 
Vivian McCaffrey, Gilary Massa, Wendy Taylor, Julie White 
 
Staff 
 
Andrea Calver, Coordinator;  Katie Arnup, Campaigns and Administrative Coordinator.  
 
The OCBCC is pleased to host students from the Early Childhood Education programs of Ryerson University, 
Centennial, Humber and George Brown College as well as part-time staff. We owe many thanks to the hard 
work of Valerie Quinn, Charlotte Scott-McGarva, Christian Morgan, Alexandra Mandelis, Sarah Page, Kathlyn 
DeVries, Samantha Baker-Halpern, Stephanie Sicard, Alaina Lopez, Lisa Prashad, Effie Rassias, and Kyle 
Smith 
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Thank you! 
 
 
The OCBCC gratefully acknowledges the support of the following partners in our work: 
 
Canadian Auto Workers 
CUPE Local 2484 Toronto Day Care Workers 
Canadian Union of Public Employees Ontario Division 
Elementary Teachers' Federation of Ontario 
Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association 
National Union of Public and General Employees 
Ontario Federation of Labour 
Ontario Public Service Employees Union 
Canadian Office and Professional Employees 
Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation 
United Steelworkers 
Canadian Federation of Students 
South Asian Women’s Rights Organization 
Ryerson Students’ Union 
Continuing Education Network Ryerson Faculty of Early Childhood Education 
George Brown College 
Dr. Rachel Langford 
Association of Early Childhood Educators of Ontario 
YWCA national staff 
Sarah Blackstock and the YWCA Toronto staff 
Sheila Sullivan 
Christine Zupo 
Janet Davis  
Olivia Chow 
East York/East Toronto Family Resources 
Teamsters Womens’ Council  
Brampton District Labour Council  
Catholic Women’s League of Peel 
Children’s Health and Environment (CHPCHE) 
Canadian Federation of University Women 
Learning Enrichment Foundation and Effie Rassias 
Andrea Horwath 
Peter Tabuns 
Jagmeet Singh 
Toronto Coalition for Better Child Care 
Kathleen Wynn 
Minister of Education Laurel Broten 
Staff at the Ministry of Education 
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Five Ways We All Made a Difference in the Past Year: 

 

1. Mobilizing thousands of parents in support of child care: We mobilized hundreds of parents as part 

of Mothers for Child Care and thousands of parents as part of www.childcarematterstome.ca. Helping 

parents speak out about the importance of child care is the most effective way of showing the value of 

child care.  

 

2. Putting a face on the crisis for child care centres: www.childcarenow.ca shows the vital work that 

you do and what is at stake if we lose our community-based child care programs.  

 

3. Holding the line on municipal cuts to child care: In both Toronto and Peel, the OCBCC, parents and 

child care centres convinced local councils not to cut child care programs.  

 

4. Keeping child care on the agenda at Queen’s Park: Through the provincial election and the 

provincial budget, we have kept child care on the agenda at Queen’s Park. With community forums and 

local media, the issue of inadequate child care funding is on the agenda.  

 

5. Working to protect the space of child care centres in schools: Half of our child care programs are 

in schools. During the election and throughout the fall, we put pressure on the Ministry of Education to 

protect those spaces. In December, we received a strong message that the Ministry would protect 

“viable” child care programs in schools.  

 

Together, our hard work convinced the Liberal and NDP parties to 

prioritize child care funding in the recent provincial budget! 

 

http://www.childcarematterstome.ca/
http://www.childcarenow.ca/
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Press Releases 
 
 

 
June 27: Provincial election let’s put child care on the public agenda 
 
September 2: Ontario NDP commit to child care funding 
 
September 15: Child care advocates warn of a wave of closures of child care centres 
 
September 28: Thousands call for more public investment in child care in advance of the Ontario election 
 
October 20, 2011: Emergency funding needed to keep hundreds of child care centres from closing 
 
January 17: Toronto City budget has not child care cuts 
 
January 19: Peel reigaional council will vote to close 12 regional child care centres 
 
January 24 Peel parents, advocates call on region to put the brakes on child care closures 
 
January 25: 300 Parents pack meeting to say “don’t close our child care centres” 
 
January 27: Peel councillors made the right choice 
 
February 13: PhD student unfairly denied child care subsidy 
 
February 15: Response to Drummond Report: Investing in our future is good for Ontario 
 
March 6: www.childcarenow.ca launched to tell stories of child care centres 
 
March 26: Families across Ontario worried about closures of licensed child care centres 
 
March 27: Child Care already in an “Age of Austerity” 
 
April 3: Ontario NDP Prioritizes Saving child care Spaces in budget proposals  
 
April 20: McGuinty steps up for Ontario kids – announces new child care funding 
 
April 24: Ontario Budget passes, child care funding secured 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.childcarenow.ca/
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OCBCC Activities and Campaigns 
 
October 6 Provincial Election 

The OCBCC produced a variety of materials including a website, poster, 
leaflet, suggested activities and window sign to highlight the issue of child 
care funding. We announced our campaign at a press conference at Queen’s 
Park. Leading up to the vote we produced a report card based on party 
platforms and responses to our campaigns.  
 
Our materials emphasized the impending closures and fee increases in the 
absence of child care funding, the fact that 4 out of 5 Ontario kids are still left 
out of licensed child care, and Ontario’s shortage of ECEs. 
 
In response to our campaign, the Ontario NDP ran on the promise to provide 
child care stabilization funding. 
 

 
Child Care Worker and Early Childhood Educator Appreciation Day 

 
We are so proud of this year’s theme for our annual appreciation day – 
Inspiring Leaders – which captures the skills, dedication, experience and    
life-long impact of our work with children and families.  
 
There was a lot of interest in the celebrations this year, and much more 
involvement among school boards. We actually ran out of buttons! 
 
Our Day could not happen without the generous support of our labour 
partners:  
 
Ontario Federation of Labour, CUPE Ontario, Canadian Auto Workers, 
Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Federation, Ontario Public Service 

Employees Union, Elementary Teachers’ Federation, Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association and 
National Union of Public and General Employees. 
 
Save Peel Child Care 
 
Our many thanks to the amazing parents who quickly rallied to save the 12 regionally run child care centres in 
Peel. We held a town hall meeting in the community, which roughly 300 parents attended. Many parents and 
community members sent letters to their councillors or signed up to depute before council.  
 
After roughly 8 hours of deputations (mostly from parents) on Thursday January 26th, council voted 
unanimously to keep the centres open and form a task force to look in to child care delivery options for the 
region.  
 
We held a celebration for parents and staff, and took the opportunity to help start parent action groups to 
continue the advocacy work in the region. Through social media (especially a Facebook page which has 
roughly 330 active followers) we are also able to stay in contact with parents and keep them engaged. 
 
Thanks to our new partners in Peel including the Brampton Mississauga Labour Council, Peel Poverty Action 
Network, area CUPE locals and many more!  
 
Peel Regional Council is currently studying the issue of the future of the centres through a task force which will 
issue a recommendation in July 2012, followed by a vote of Council in September 2012.  
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2012 Ontario Budget – www.childcarenow.ca and ChildCareMattersToMe.ca 
 
2012 was a critical year for child care funding. Without funding to stabilize child care, we predicted a collapse 
of Ontario’s child care system with hundreds of centres that would close. As a result, we continued to 
campaign for funding immediately after the provincial election. 
 
We participated in a number of town hall meetings – our thanks to elected politicians who organized and 
attended community forums including:  
 
MPP Peter Tabuns 
MPP Cheri DiNovo 
MPP Jonah Schein 
MPP Jagmeet Singh and NDP leader Andrea Horwath 
City Councillors: Ana Bailao, Sarah Doucette, Janet Davis, Paula Fletcher, Mary Fragedakis, and Gord Perks 
 
Our campaign had two major components. In order to highlight the child care crisis as well as the role of our 
programs in our communities we developed www.childcarenow.ca – which profiles centres across the 
province. The profiles celebrate the hard work and important connection our programs have with our 
surrounding communities, but also the impacts we are facing from chronic underfunding and the 
implementation of full day kindergarten. The profiles were shared on social media sites as well as mailed and 
directly to the centre’s MPP.  
 
In connection with the QELN we were also part of a social media campaign that put parents in touch with their 
elected official to let them know that child care matters to Ontarians. Through www.childcarematterstome.ca, 
thousands of parents sent e-mails to their MPP, and share why child care matters to them through twitter and 
Facebook.  

When there was a complete absence of child care funding in the budget, we did not stop our campaign, but 
realized instead the opportunity we had for compromise in a minority government situation.  

When the NDP released their first budget proposal on April 3rd, child care was a top priority and the child care 
crisis was back in headlines. On April 20th Premier Dalton McGuinty made a statement with regards to child 
care funding. This comes after significant pressure from Ontario’s NDP that the government address the child 
care crisis in this year’s budget.  

We have confirmed that this funding is new money and will be on top of the transitional funding announced two 
years ago that is “growing to $63 million” by 2015. 

 $90 million in 2012-13 
 $68 million in 2013-14 
 $84 million in 2014-15 

The consensus in the child care sector remains that $287 million per year is the amount needed to stabilize our 
current programs. With this new announcement, next year will see stabilization funding of about $150 million – 
far short of what is needed. 

This new funding does not solve the child care crisis, it does not “save” all child care programs and we will 
continue to see closures of child care centres and reductions in numbers of spaces. However, it will go a long 
way towards keeping some programs open. 

Credit must be given to the NDP who have asked questions on a weekly basis to keep child care on the 
agenda at Queen’s Park. They have also held numerous community events on the issue, and made child care 
a primary issue in their budget demands in the lead-up to the budget vote. 

http://www.childcarenow.ca/
http://www.childcarenow.ca/
http://www.childcarematterstome.ca/
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Outreach Events 
 
Summer 
Campaign 2000 meeting 
Workshop, National CAW women’s retreat 
Intensive interview: Queen’s university FDK Evaluation project 
AFESEO conference 
 
Fall  
NDP child care platform announcement on child care at Bond Child Development Centre 
OCBCC election campaign launch 
CFUW Regional meeting 
Child Care election debate: Peterborough 
York Child and Family Collaborative workshop 
Consultation: CCHRSC 
George Brown Professional Development workshop 
City of Toronto Budget deputations 
Sheridan College ECE workshop 
Social Ventures group child care workshop 
Cobourg – Planning for the future 
Minister of Finance Cross Sectoral budget consultation 
Minister Hoskins annual report on poverty reduction event 
 
Winter 
Ryerson family supports class workshop 
Presentation to the tax fairness commission 
George Brown professional development 
Early Years Implementation Advisory Group 
NDP pre budget consultation 
Peel town hall meeting 
Peel Celebration event with parents and community 
Peel Poverty Action Group 
ETFO conference panel  
Parent Action Meeting – Peel 
Humber college workshop 
Belleville – Planning for the future workshop 
Peel Labour Council International Women’s Day Brunch 
Ontario Budget Watch event 
OFL Equity Retreat 
Ryerson Career Fair 
Teamsters Women’s Council  
 
Spring 
We Are Ontario campaign launch press conference 
We Are Ontario rally  
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Advocacy in Action: Protecting child care centres in schools 
 
 
In December, Assistant Deputy Minister Jim Grieve wrote the OCBCC a letter, with the strongest language to 
date protecting the space of child care centres in schools.  
 
The letter was the end result of months of work raising the issue, talking to Ministry staff, and community 
advocacy.  
 
We have long been concerned about the status of child care centres in schools. In August, one of our member 
child care centres informed us that she had heard her centre would be asked to move.  
 
In August, we wrote the MPP for the area. In September we had a meeting with the MPP and other 
stakeholders including the school board on the issue.  
 
In September, the same issue arose for another member. We made security of tenure in schools one of our top 
two election issues and worked with our members in Peterborough to have an all-candidates meeting focused 
on child care and schools.  
 
We constantly raised the issue in conversations with Ministry staff. In November, we invited Jim Greive from 
the Ministry of Education to meet with our leadership from around the province and pressed him on this issue.  
 
We followed up with a letter confirming the conversation at our meeting and in December, we had a letter from 
the Ministry securing the space in schools for viable child care programs.  
 

That’s advocacy in action! 
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Current Publications 

 
 
 
Best Practices for Ontario’s Early Learning Program, Disponible en Français 
 
Practical tools including fact sheets, checklists and sample forms to help school boards, Principals and the 
Early Learning staff team.  
Includes information on the roles of the Early Learning Team, practical advice on procedures for health, safety 
and nutrition, curriculum, family involvement and community outreach. Members $30; Non-members $40 
  
A Guide to Child Care and Early Learning in Ontario 
A review of current child care and early learning policy in the province of Ontario. 
  
Includes up to date statistics on the changing family, Ontario’s full-day early learning program for 4 and 5 year 
olds, curriculum (including ELECT and Ontario’s draft kindergarten program), child care financing, and the 
benefits of child care, advocacy, and the responsibilities of all three levels of government. Updated fall 2010 
$25 per copy 
 
Child Care Management Guide, Disponible en Français 
 
The Guide has been revised to reflect current legislation and management practices and comes with many 
new policy and procedure samples of for downloading and customizing. 
 
It will provide community based child care programs with learning and management tools and can also be used 
as a more formal learning text in ECE programs at Colleges across Ontario. Members $50, Non-members $90 
 
Smart Treasurer E-Learning Program, Disponible en Français 
 
For information about our e-learning module that helps builds skills for effective financial oversight. Free.  
 
Building Bridges 
 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsexual, Transgender and Queer Families in Early Childhood Education. 
Invaluable information and tools on homophobia, inclusion and celebrating the diversity of our families! 
Download for free in English. Disponible en Français (gratuit). 
 
Woman Power & Politics, 2006, Disponible en Français 
 
Available in English for $4.  (gratuit) 
 
For more information or to order any of our publications, please go to: www.childcaremangement.ca 

http://www.childcaremangement.ca/
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Working with coalition partners 
 
 
Throughout the course of every year OCBCC board members and staff have many opportunities to work with 
coalition partners in a variety of ways.  
 
The following is a list of activities the coalition engaged in with our partners.  Any omissions are regretted as 
we have enjoyed and valued our work with each and every partner: 
 

 Mothers for Child Care 

 Canadian Federation of Students – subsidy campaign 

 Step it up Women’s campaign  

 OSSTF Women’s Conference 

 OSSTF Annual Dinner 

 Humber College ECE department 

 Family Supports Institute Ontario Conference 

 George Brown College ECE department Professional Development 

 St. Stephens Community House Advocacy Committee 

 Toronto Coalition for Better Child Care – Municipal town halls and deputations 

 Ontario Federation of Labour Pay Equity Conference 

 Campaign 2000 Steering Committee 

 Public Service Alliance of Canada Women’s conference 

 Ontario Federation of Labour Women’s Retreat 

 Elementary Teachers of Ontario Annual Dinner 

 AFESEO Conference 
 
 
 
 
The OCBCC is members of the following committees:  
 

 Ministry of Education Early Years Implementation Advisory Committee 

 Ontario Federation of Labour Women’s Committee 

 Ryerson / George Brown Student Child Care Coalition 

 Child Care Advocacy Association of Canada – Board Member 

 The Common Table on Childhood Development and Care in Ontario 

 Campaign 2000 – Steering Committee Member 

 Equal Pay Coalition 

 25 in 5 Poverty Reduction Network 

 Toronto Coalition for Better Child Care  
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Membership Information 
 
 
 

 
Individual Membership 
 
Students / Unwaged / Retired…………………………$30.00 / per year 
Child Care Worker………………………………………$37.50 / per year 
All other individuals  ……………………………………$60.00 / per year 
 
 
Organizational Membership  
 
Small Organizations, Coalitions, Local groups ……………….…………$100.00 
Medium Organizations, Businesses, Union Locals ………..……………$260.00 
Child Care Centres spaces-up to 50 ……………………………………...$190.00 
Child Care Centres spaces-up to 75 ……………………………………...$215.00 
Child Care Centres spaces-up to 100 …….....……………………………$240.00 
Child Care Centres spaces-more than 100 ………………………………$260.00 
Large Organizations, ………………………………………………….….. $1000.00 
 
Toronto Child Care Programs, add $75 for automatic dual membership in the Toronto Coalition for Better 
Child Care.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact us at info@childcareontario.org or 416-538-0628 / 1-800-594-7514 for more information and to 
join. 
 

Organizational Membership includes: 
A Guide to Child Care in Ontario resource book, access to employee benefit 
package, RRSP plan package, Program Insurance and Officer’s Liability Insurance, 
Some Restrictions Apply 
 

mailto:info@childcareontario.org

