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Welcome to our New Youth Ambassadors! 

We are very excited to introduce you to ChilOut’s new Youth Ambassadors for 2016! These ten 

amazing young people from across Australia are passionate about the rights of children seeking 

asylum and want to raise awareness and make a positive impact. Many of our Youth Ambassadors 

came to Australia as refugees, which mean they bring much-needed personal experience to the role. 

Want to meet our Youth Ambassadors? Click here to read their short bios. In April, our new 

ambassadors attended a training weekend in Sydney to prepare them for their role, which included 

sessions on advocacy, media, public speaking skills, mental health, refugees’ rights and children’s 

rights. It was wonderful to see the group bond so well and formulate ideas for the year ahead. 

Our new Youth Ambassadors have already been busy. A few days after the training weekend, Sally 

Yahya spoke at the Soul Survivor conference about her journey coming to Australia as a refugee. The 

students were really affected by hearing Sally’s personal story, as it humanised the issue and meant 

it was no longer something they had heard second-hand in the media. Another new Youth 

Ambassador, Gulnaz Beg, has been interviewed on film by an organisation examining groups who 

are trying to better the lives of refugees.  In the next few weeks we will introduce you to our Youth 

Ambassadors through short films on social media, so stay tuned! If you would like any of our Youth 

Ambassadors speak at your school or community event please email us at team@chilout.org. 

Are all the Children out of Detention? 

There have been a lot of questions recently related to whether all children have been released from 

immigration detention, as was announced by Minister Dutton in early April. Whilst the number of 

children in immigration detention thankfully continues to decrease, we are not quite there yet! The 

latest government statistics, dated 31 March 2016, show that there are 17 children in immigration 

detention in Australia and 50 children in the Australian-run detention centre in Nauru. Many 

children who remain in detention in Nauru are in a particularly dire situation, having been there for 

more than two years. Also of concern is the fact that children and families who have recently been 

released into the community have been told that they could still be transferred back into detention 

in Nauru. We are getting closer to our goal of ending child detention, but still have considerably 

more work to do! If you would like to support our work, please make a donation at 

www.chilout.org/donate. All donations over $2 are tax deductible.  

http://www.chilout.org/current_ambassadors
https://www.facebook.com/chiloutrevived/
mailto:team@chilout.org
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/apr/03/asylum-seeker-children-still-in-detention-despite-claims-all-have-been-released?CMP=share_btn_tw
http://www.border.gov.au/about/reports-publications/research-statistics/statistics/live-in-australia/immigration-detention
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/peter-dutton-vows-children-released-from-detention-are-still-bound-for-nauru-20160404-gnxklk.html
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/peter-dutton-vows-children-released-from-detention-are-still-bound-for-nauru-20160404-gnxklk.html
http://www.chilout.org/donate


April Activities  

ChilOut ambassador, Mohammad Ali Baqiri, had the opportunity to speak at an Australian Lawyers 

for Human Rights panel event earlier in April with Professor Gillian Triggs and Dr Peter Young. The 

event examined the case for a royal commission into conditions in immigration detention. The event 

was sold out and the audience were especially moved by Mohammad’s personal story about his 

journey to Australia and being detained for three years as a child in Nauru. Our 2015 Youth 

ambassador Sarah Yahya recently ventured out to Wagga Wagga to speak at a Rotary District 

Conference and share her story of coming to Australia as a refugee. Wagga Wagga will soon be 

welcoming 300 new refugees into their community and they are excited to start this process. Also in 

April, ChilOut’s Campaign Coordinator Claire Hammerton spoke at a panel event hosted by the UTS 

Law Students’ Society as part of the Gilbert and Tobin Speaker Series ‘Power and Compassion’. Mark 

Robinson SC, George Newhouse and Dr Hasantha Gunasekera joined her on the panel to share their 

experience and knowledge about Australia’s treatment of people seeking asylum.  

Latest news from Nauru 

The situation in Nauru continues to deteriorate and ChilOut recently expressed its concerns about 

the children in Nauru detention to the Senate Committee inquiry into the ‘Conditions and Treatment 

of Asylum Seekers and Refugees at the Regional Processing Centres in the Republic of Nauru and 

Papua New Guinea’. Our submission provides a detailed insight into the appalling conditions and 

treatment that children face in the Nauru Detention Centre and the lack of government 

transparency and accountability. You can find a copy of our submission here. 

Meanwhile, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) visited Nauru last week 

and, sadly, during the visit a 23-year-old refugee known as Omid set himself on fire in front of 

UNHCR staff. It was reported that the man later died in hospital in Brisbane. There also continue to 

be reports of children in Nauru self-harming and mental health declining. An article published in The 

Guardian entitled ‘Almost half of children returned from Nauru have mental illness, Senate told’ 

stated that mental illness even affects children long after they are released from detention and that 

the mental health impact of detention is more severe the longer children are in detention. With 

many children taking their first steps and speaking their first words in detention, it is frightening to 

think how these innocent babies will be affected potentially for the rest of their lives. Both adults 

and children at the Nauru Detention Centre continue to protest daily against their incarceration, 

holding up signs such as “Australia people open your hearts”. 

Disturbingly, it has been confirmed that Zika Virus is present in Nauru. Zika Virus is spread through 

mosquitos and, if a woman is bitten while pregnant, can cause serious birth defects. It is believed 

there are currently seven pregnant refugee women on Nauru whose unborn children are at risk. 

To take action, sign the #BringThemHere petition organised by GetUp and call for all children and 

adults in detention in Nauru and Manus Island to be brought to Australia and for the centres to 

close. Another way to take action is to write to your local MP to urge them to do everything they can 

to release all children from both onshore and offshore detention! You can also support ChilOut’s 

fight to end child detention by donating to us here. 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/chilout/pages/25/attachments/original/1423572061/201410_ChilOut_Senate_Committee_Submission.pdf?1423572061
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-04-29/nauru-refugee-who-set-himself-on-fire-dies/7371112
http://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/apr/21/almost-half-of-children-returned-from-nauru-have-mental-illness-senate-told
https://www.facebook.com/839867502797443/photos/a.840306886086838.1073741828.839867502797443/939491556168370/?type=3&theater
http://www.smh.com.au/national/asylum-seekers-issued-with-repellent-after-zika-virus-confirmed-on-nauru-20160427-gogn2h.html
https://www.getup.org.au/campaigns/refugees/bring-them-here/petition-bring-them-here
http://www.chilout.org/donate


Upcoming Events – Screening of ‘Chasing Asylum’ 

 

We are delighted to share that the film Chasing Asylum is about to hit screens across Australia. 

Directed by Academy Award winner Eva Orner, the film includes never-before-seen footage from 

inside Australia’s offshore detention centres. It starkly reveals the personal impact of sending people 

seeking asylum to languish in limbo in indefinite detention on Manus Island and Nauru. To watch the 

trailer for the film, click here. To buy tickets to a screening in your city click here. Chasing Asylum is 

screening in all major Australian cities including Sydney, Melbourne, Perth, Brisbane, Adelaide, 

Canberra, Hobart and Alice Springs. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocgNZRIEyyY
http://www.chasingasylum.com.au/#!screenings-1/b716w

