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About CJFE

CJFE monitors, defends and reports
on free expression and access to
information in Canada and abroad.
Rooted in the field of journalism, we promote a free
media as essential to a fair and open society. CJFE boldly
champions the free expression rights of all people, and
encourages and supports individuals and groups in the
protection of their own and others’ free expression rights.

PROGRAMS INCLUDE:
IFEX
A global network that defends and
promotes freedom of expression,
IFEX has member organizations
in 60 countries, including CJFE in
Canada. IFEX advocates for the free
expression rights of all, including
media workers, citizen journalists,
activists, artists and scholars. CJFE
manages the day-to-day operations
of the international network while
creating opportunities for advocacy
work and promoting a Canadian
point of view.
Scotiabank/CJFE
Journalism Fellowship
at Massey College
CJFE partnered with Scotiabank and
Massey College at the University of
Toronto in 2009 to create an annual
Fellowship that explores journalism
and free expression issues in the
Americas. The Fellowship is open
to journalists from South America,
Central America, Mexico and the
Caribbean. The 2013/14 Fellow
is José Peralta, an investigative
newspaper reporter from Uruguay.

Journalists in Distress Fund
CJFE provides humanitarian
assistance to journalists who have
been attacked or threatened because
of their work. CJFE also coordinates
a group of 20 international
organizations that provide distress
assistance to writers and journalists,
in order to share information and
speed up response times. Grants are
provided to help journalists and their
families obtain emergency necessities
such as medical care, travel to safety
and legal assistance. Since the fund’s
establishment, CJFE has provided
more than $220,000 for journalists
in distress.
Annual Review of Free
Expression in Canada
CJFE issues its Review of Free
Expression in Canada annually on
World Press Freedom Day, May 3.
The review examines the state of
free expression in Canada, with
articles on a number of issues,
including access to information,
censorship and cyber-monitoring,
and a report card on Canada’s
performance over the past year.
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Message From the President
and Executive Director
On December 4, 2013, we gathered for
the CJFE Gala—a night to celebrate those who
fight every day for freedom of expression, in spite
of vicious persecution.
This year, CJFE honoured one journalist from
Turkey and three from Eritrea, who are persevering
in this work despite threats, physical attacks and
constant pressure to be silent. We also celebrated our
Integrity Award winner, who, at the expense of his own
career, blew the whistle on the Canadian government’s
treatment of Chilean refugees following the country’s
coup d’état 40 years ago.
CJFE continues to push forward the cause of free
expression. In May 2013, we once again published our
annual Review of Free Expression in Canada. We’re
engaging thousands across Canada with new online
events, and our management of IFEX continues to be
key in the network’s fight to promote and defend free
expression internationally. In the legal world, we’re
advocating for anti-SLAPP legislation in Ontario, and
we intervened in the cases of Canadian journalists
Miles Howe and Alex Consiglio, who were arrested
while reporting stories. As a result of our action
on Consiglio’s case, Metrolinx revised its restrictive
policy on journalistic coverage.
This is just a small sample of our work, none
of which is possible without the tireless support of
our Board, volunteers, sponsors and partners. We
give our heartfelt thanks to everyone who has stood
up for free expression and supported CJFE in this
vital and challenging work.

Ask us how you can get involved at CJFE.ORG.

Arnold Amber,
President

Tom Henheffer,
Executive Director

Because Photography is more
than pushing a few buttons.
Henry’s and the Toronto Star are proud
to present an exhibition of photos
they did not want you to see in Belarus.

www.henrys.com

Freedom of Expression Index

10,000

10

The number of political prisoners believed to
have been jailed at one time or another by
the government of Eritrean president Isaias
Afewerki since he took power in 1993.

5

Eritrea’s rank
among countries
with the highest
numbers of
exiled journalists
in the world.

7

The number
of years that
whistleblower
Bob Thomson
fought to reinstate
his government
security clearance.
He eventually lost
his case at the
Supreme Court.

20

Belarus’s ranking on
the list of 10 Most
Censored Countries.

179

154

Eritrea’s ranking on
the 2013 World Press
Freedom Index. The
country placed last.

Turkey’s ranking out
of 179 countries on
the 2013 World Press
Freedom Index.

100

The approximate number of journalists
estimated to be jailed in Turkey, according to
Faruk Loğoğlu, deputy chairman in charge of
foreign relations for the Turkish opposition
Republican People’s Party.

15

The number of years since Tara Singh Hayer
was murdered. Hayer is the only journalist
ever killed in Canada for doing his job and
his murder case remains unsolved.

The rise in Chile’s overall ranking
on the 2013 World Press Freedom
Index, from 80th in 2012 to
a much-improved 60th in 2013.

56

Canada’s position on the Global
Right to Information Rating, which
ranks the strength of access to
information laws in 95 countries.

Sources: CJFE, the Committee to Protect Journalists, Amnesty
International, Human Rights Watch, Access Info Europe, the Centre
for Law and Democracy and Reporters Without Borders.

-30Journalists filing a story have traditionally
used “-30-” to signify the end of the piece.
For those being honoured tonight, you know
it’s about more. It’s a symbol of courage.
Dedication. Persistence. And a commitment
to defending the right to bring important
stories to the world.

Congratulations, and thank you, from all of us at Sun Life
Financial, proud supporter of the Canadian Journalists for
Free Expression.

Life’s brighter under the sun

International Press Freedom Award Winners

Dessale Berekhet Abraham, Mebrahtu
Teclesion Berhe and Ruth Zecarias Ghebre

Dessale Berekhet Abraham (Left) and Mebrahtu Teclesion Berhe. Ruth Zecarias Ghebre
is not shown due to securit y concerns.

Eritrea is one of the most
heavily censored countries
ERITREA’S
in the world. Under the dictatorship
RANKING ON THE
2013 WORLD PRESS
of President Isaias Afewerki, the media
FREEDOM INDEX.
is restricted and citizens’ civil liberties
THE COUNTRY PLACED LAST.
have been suppressed.
CJFE recognizes Dessale Berekhet Abraham, Mebrahtu Teclesion
Berhe and Ruth Zecarias Ghebre for their outstanding work in revealing
the injustices occurring in Eritrea. These journalists have gone to great
lengths reporting on matters such as women’s rights, education and
economic instability. When the government isn’t ignoring these issues,
it’s actively trying to repress debate about them. As a result, all three
journalists have faced censorship and persecution. Abraham and Berhe
have both been imprisoned and tortured.
In a recent interview with CJFE, Abraham described the plight of
journalists in Eritrea: “In Eritrea you don’t need to write any special thing to
be a target—if you hold a pen, then you are a target.”
Abraham and his colleagues, now living in exile, continue fighting for
freedom of expression through Unitedvoices Media Center, a web-based
press freedom initiative that provides a hub for unbiased reporting on
political and social issues in Eritrea from outside of the country.

179

Heidi Fortes (@HeidiFortes) is an economics and political science
graduate of McMaster University, and a freelance writer in Toronto.
Read an extended version of this article at CJFE.ORG/IPFA-ERITREA.

Bersenas
Jacobsen
Chouest
Thomson
Blackburn LLP
are pleased
to sponsor the

33 Yonge Street, Suite 201
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5E1G4

2013 CJFE Gala

T: 416-982-3800 F: 416-982-3801
www.lexcanada.com

International Press Freedom
Award Winner

Ahmet Sik

“To speak the truth at the right time, and while doing this,
be the eye of the blind, the ear of the deaf and the voice
of the voiceless”—this is how Ahmet Şık, International Press Freedom
Award winner, defines journalism.
A Turkish freelance journalist, photographer and writer, Şık has
reported for the newspapers Cumhuriyet, Evrensel, Yeni Yüzyıl and Radikal.
He has exposed claims of torture and police brutality, human rights abuses
and other threats to free expression.
Şık’s latest book, İmamın Ordusu (The Imam’s Army), details how the
Turkish police has allegedly been infiltrated by the Gülen, an influential
Islamic social movement led by Turkish theologian Fethullah Gülen. In
2011, just months before the book’s planned publication, Şık was arrested
and jailed for 376 days; “I counted every single one,” he says. Şık has
since been accused of aiding underground ultra-nationalist organization
Ergenekon; he faces up to 15 years of imprisonment.
Turkish journalists are routinely jailed
TURKEY’S PLACE ON
in retaliation for their work, the government
THE 2012 PRISON
CENSUS, WHICH
censors sensitive topics and an anti-press
TALLIED JOURNALISTS
rhetoric has led to self-censorship. “Political
IMPRISONED AROUND THE
powers, power groups, the capital holders and
WORLD ON DEC. 1, 2012.
the media bosses who get into very complex
relations with these power groups” are the
greatest threats to press freedom in Turkey,
says Şık. But, he adds, journalists “are estranged from being organized,
and this personally endangers their job and generally puts the future of
journalism in Turkey at great risk.”

1

Radostina Pavlova (linkedin.com/in/radostinapavlova) is a JD candidate
at the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Law. Read an extended version
of this article at CJFE.ORG/IPFA-TURKEY.

Supports the Courage and Contributions
of the Canadian Journalists
For Free Expression

www.aljazeera.com

Integrity Award Winner

Bob Thomson
The year was 1973. Bob
Thomson, then 28, was
a civil servant working
for Canada’s foreign
aid program, CIDA, in
Ottawa. In September, crisis
struck: Gen. Augusto Pinochet
and the Chilean army overthrew
the democratic government
of President Salvador Allende.
Violence ensued, and thousands
of civilians were detained,
tortured and imprisoned.
Canada’s ambassador to Chile, Andrew Ross, sent cables back home;
he described the victims as “riff-raff of the Latin American left” and
advised against accepting refugees. Thomson read these cables and was
angered by their contents. He leaked the correspondence to an MP, setting
in motion a series of events that reshaped Canadian foreign policy and led
to asylum for more than 7,000 Chileans escaping political persecution.
Thomson paid a high price, as whistleblowers generally do. He was
accused of treason by some and called “anti-Canadian” by others. His
career prospects were severely diminished; in the 1980s, he was denied a
government job because he no longer had security clearance. Thomson
waged a seven-year battle to reinstate his clearance, but he eventually lost
at the Supreme Court. Despite the hardship, he has no regrets.
On the 40th anniversary of the Chilean coup, CJFE honours Bob
Thomson with its Integrity Award. This award
recognizes Canadians who act in the public
interest by revealing dangerous, unethical or
illegal practices, uncovered or experienced in
the number of Chilean
the course of their work. The award highlights
refugees who were
the right of all Canadians to take action in the
able to come to
public interest, and their right to freedom of
Canada as a result of
expression
in doing so.
Thomson’s actions

7,000+

Kisha Ferguson (@KishaFerguson) is a writer and producer in Toronto.
Read an extended version of this article at CJFE.ORG/INTEGRITY2013.

MEDIA PROFILE is proud
to be an ongoing supporter
of CJFE and the many
journalists who work hard
to tell the stories that define
the world in which we live.

Journalists Killed in 2013
Af g h a n is ta n Mohammad Mohsin Hashimi, radio technician B a n g l a des h Ahmed
Rajib Haider, freelance journalist B r a z i l Renato Machado Gonçalves, radio host/owner •
Mafaldo Bezerra Góis, radio journalist • Rodrigo Neto de Faria, journalist • Walgney Assis
Carvalho, freelance photojournalist • Cláudio Moleiro de Souza, radio station manager
Ce n t r a l Af r i c a n Re p u b l i c Elisabeth Blanche Olofio, radio journalist Co l o m b i a
Édison Alberto Molina, radio host and lawyer Co n g o Guylain Chanjabo, journalist
COT E D ’ I VO I R E Desire Oue, magazine editor E g y p t Salah al-Din Hasan, Internet reporter
• Ahmed Samir Assem El-Sanoussi, photographer • Mosaab al-Shami, photojournalist •
Ahmed Abdel Gawad, reporter and editorial manager • Mike Deane, photojournalist/camera
operator (German) • Tamer Abdel Raouf, journalist G uat e m a l a Jaime Napoleón Jarquín
Duarte, journalist • Luis Alberto Lemus Ruano, journalist/media owner • Luis de Jesús Lima,
radio journalist • Carlos Alberto Orellana Chavez, radio talk host H a i t i Pierre-Richard
Alexandre, radio journalist H o n d u r a s Anibal Barrow, radio talk host • Manuel Murillo
Varela, camera operator I n di a Nemi Chand Jain, journalist • Ranjit Choudhary, newspaper
manager • Sujit Bhattacharya, copy editor • Narendra Dabholkar, editor • Rakesh Sharma,
journalist • Rajesh Verma, TV journalist/camera operator • Israr, freelance photographer I r aq
Mohammed Karim al-Badrani, correspondent • Mohammed Ghanem, cameraman • Saad
Zaghloul, journalist • Bashar Abdulqader Najm Al-Nouaymir, TV camera operator Ke n ya
Bernard Wesonga, journalist Li b ya Ezzedine Kousad, TV journalist/anchorman • Saleh
Ayyad Hafyana, photographer M a l i Ghislaine Dupont, radio journalist (French) • Claude
Verlon, radio sound technician (French) Mexi co Jaime Guadalupe González Domínguez,
editor • Daniel Alejandro Martínez Balzaldúa, photojournalist • Alberto López Bello, print/
radio journalist Ni g e r i a Ikechukwu Udendu, newspaper editor Pa k is ta n Imran Shaikh,
camera operator • Saif ur Rehman, TV journalist • Mirza Iqbal Hussain, photojournalist • Malik
Mumtaz, journalist • Mehmood Jan Afridi, journalist • Aslam Durrani, editor • Ahmed Ali
Joiya, journalist • Ayub Khattak, reporter Pa r ag uay Marcelino Vazquez, radio station
manager/owner • Carlos Manuel Artaza, journalist • Ayub Khattak, reporter Pe r u Luis Choy,
photojournalist P h i l i p p i n es Mario Vendiola Baylosis, radio journalist • Boniface Loreto,
journalist • Richard Ko, journalist • Mario Sy, freelance photojournalist • Fernando “Naning”
Solijon, radio anchorman • Vergel Bico, editor • Jesus “Jessie” Tabanao, radio host R u ssi a
Mikhail Beketov, journalist • Akhmednabi Akhmednabiev, deputy editor/reporter S o m a l i a
Abdihared Osman Aden, TV/radio journalist • Mohamed Ali Nuhurkey, journalist • Mohamed
Hassan Habeeb, journalist • Mohamed Ibrahim Raage, TV/radio journalist • Liban Abdullahi
Farah, TV journalist • Ahmed Sharif, radio technician • Mohamed Mohamud Tima’ade, TV
reporter S y r i a Suhail Mahmoud al-Ali, TV journalist/editor • Yves Debay, journalist (French)
• Mohamed al-Mesalma, TV journalist • Mohamed Abd Al-Rahman, journalist • Youssef
Adel Bakri, reporter and videographer • Olivier Voisin, freelance photojournalist (French) •
Walid Jamil Amira, camera operator/photojournalist • Amr Badir al-Deen Junaid, freelance
videographer • Ghaith Abd al-Jawad, freelance videographer • Abdul Raheem Kour
Hassan, journalist • Yara Abbas, TV journalist • Fidaa al-Baali, TV journalist • Hadi Baghbani,
documentary filmmaker (Iranian) • Murhaf al-Modahi (alias Abu Shuja), photojournalist
Ta n z a n i a Issa Ngumba, radio journalist

As of NOVEMBER 19, 2013,
the total number of journalists killed in 2013 is

87.

Proud to support
the CJFE Gala!
An evening honouring the courage
and dedication of journalists.

OMNITV.CA

2013 CJFE Photo Exhibit

Photos of a baptism, a marriage, a protest
and a woman at work—these stunning snippets of
life in Belarus were among the winning images of Press
Photo Belarus 2011, an annual independent Belarusian
photo exhibition. But in November 2012, two organizers
and one of the winning photographers were detained by

authorities, accused of presenting an “extremist” exhibition.
Customs officials seized books containing the images,
stating that the photos “insult the national honor and
dignity of the citizens.”
They did not specify which photos were offensive, and
the arbitrary detention only underscores the challenges

faced by journalists in Belarus, which CJFE has spoken out
against throughout the past year.
We proudly present a selection of 20 of the winning
photos from Belarus as part of the 2013 CJFE Gala Photo
Exhibit, sponsored by Henry’s and the Toronto Star.

Marriage in an Orthodox Church in Myadzel.
Photo by Uladzimer Nikalaychyk

An Orthodox priest oversees Epiphany celebrations in
Minsk, where people dip in the icy Tsnyanskoye Reservoir.
Photo by Natallya Ablazhey

A commando grabs a protester near the broken doors of
Government House in Minsk during the 2010 presidential
election. Photo by Syarhey Gapon

A woman rests after harvesting wheat on a warm day in the village
of Yuryeva, north of Minsk. Photo by Viktar Drachou

Friends of Roy Bennett &
University of King’s College
School of Journalism
congratulate

Dessale Berekhet Abraham,
Mebrahtu Teclesion Berhe,
Ruth Zecarias Ghebre,
& Ahmet Şık
Winners of this year’s
International Press Freedom Awards
and other brave journalists who
continue the fight for press freedom.
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Thank You
C JFE/IFEX Staff
Tom Henheffer,
CJFE Executive Director
Laura Tribe,
CJFE National Programs
Coordinator
Alexandra Zakreski,
CJFE International
Programs Assistant
Kirsten Hering,
CJFE Gala and Events
Intern
Karen Knopf,
CJFE/IFEX Finance and
Accounting Consultant
Elena Romanova,
CJFE/IFEX Office
Manager
Annie Game,
IFEX Executive Director
Rachael Kay,
IFEX Manager
Leslie de Freitas,
IFEX Communications
Specialist
Natasha Grzincic,
IFEX Online Editor
Maureen James,
IFEX Funding and
Strategy Specialist
Heather Orrange,
IFEX Campaigns and
Advocacy Specialist
Caro Rolando,
IFEX Section Editor,
Africa, Europe and
Central Asia Desks
Kristina Stockwood,
IFEX Campaigns and
Advocacy Coordinator

James Tay,
IFEX Digital Development
Coordinator
Marianna Tzabiras,
IFEX Section Editor,
Asia/Pacific and Digital
Rights Desks
Erin Woycik,
IFEX Section Editor,
Americas Desk
Hiba Zayadin,
IFEX Section Editor,
Middle East and North
Africa Desk

C JFE Board of
direc tors
Arnold Amber
(President)
Morteza Abdolalian
Bob Carty
Havoc Franklin
Peter Jacobsen
Alice Klein
Donald Livingstone
Anita Mielewczyk
Michelle Shephard
Frank Switzer
Paula Todd
Nadine Touma
Anna Maria Tremonti
Philip Tunley
Gal a Co - Chairs
Catherine Cano
Denise Donlon
Wendy Freeman
Patrick Gossage
Frank Switzer
Madeline Ziniak

Gal a Steering
Commit tee
Carol Off (Chair)
Arnold Amber
Jet Belgraver
Jeri Brown
Maria Cortelluci
Diane Eros
Ken Faught
Susanne Gossage
Tom Henheffer
Kirsten Hering
Amy Johnson
Jaclyn Law
Pacinthe Mattar
Julie Payne
Susan Reisler
Michelle Shephard
Cara Smusiak
Sarah Spinks
Alexandra Zakreski
Special Thanks
Saman Aghvami,
Elisabeth Dyvik, Kisha
Ferguson, Heidi Fortes,
Lynette Fortune, Annie
Game, Tore Håndstad,
Aeyliya Husain, Sarah
Kennedy, Angie Knight,
Gillian Mason, Kate
McCullough, Lynne
Munro, Umu Nabie,
Radostina Pavlova,
Victoria Quiroz,
ScribbleLive, Janet
Smith, Victor Szeto,
Celal Ucar, Jen Wilson
… And to all of CJFE’s
wonderful volunteers
who help us throughout
the year.

Support CJFE

YES

I’ll support CJFE and help advance freedom of
expression in Canada and around the world.

You can make a donation online at cjfe.org, or you can
fill out this formand mail it to the address below.
Enclosed is my donation of
 $25
 $50
 $100  Other $
I would prefer to make a monthly donation of
 $10
 $20
 Other $
 My cheque made payable to CIFET
(Canadian International Freedom of Expression Trust) is enclosed.
Please charge my credit card
 VISA  MASTERCARD
Name on credit card:
Number:
Expiry Date:		Signature:

SUPPORTER INFO
Name:
Address:

Phone:
Email:

Receipts for tax purposes will be issued for any contribution of $10 or more.

Please return to: CJFE
555 Richmond St. W., Suite 1101, PO Box 407
Toronto, Ontario M5V 3B1
Charitable #BN 891043 747 RR000 1

Freedom of expression. For everyone. Forever.

Responsibility means
the world to us
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is fundamental to how
Scotiabank does business and it’s why Scotiabank has continued to be successful, even
in times of crisis.
This evening, we are proud to applaud the staff and volunteers of Canadian Journalists
for Free Expression (CJFE) and the many reporters around the world who risk much in the
name of professional ethics and integrity.
There are profound implications of living in an increasingly interconnected world.
Scotiabank understands the role banks play in the global economy, and that we have a
responsibility to support economic and social progress for a brighter future for everyone.
For more information on Scotiabank’s CSR activities, please visit
scotiabank.com/csr.

®

Registered Trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia.

