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CJFE joins federal consultations
By Tariq Hassan-Gordon

S

hockwaves of outrage rippled throughout the world
on July 10 with news of the
beating death of independent Iranian-Canadian photojournalist
Zahra Kazemi by Iranian police.
Security officials had arrested
Kazemi in June when she took
pictures of Tehran’s notorious Evin
political prison. In custody, family and friends said later, Kazemi
suffered a severe head injury and
lapsed into a coma before dying.
At first, Iran said nothing
about the case. Then it said Kazemi suffered a stroke in custody.
A series of contradictory explanations were issued on the same
day – from Iran’s foreign minister, who suggested that Kazemi
was injured in a fall, and from
the vice-president, who admitted
interrogators had injured her.
CJFE was front and centre demanding answers about the vicious murder. The Canadian government responded with mixed
messages, but as public outrage
grew and politicians from all levels of government – including
Prime Minister Jean Chretien –

voiced concern, the Department
of Foreign Affairs and International Trade moved into action.
On July 23, Canada recalled
its ambassador to Iran, and left
the door open for punitive actions if those responsible for Kazemi’s death weren’t brought to
justice. And as part of Foreign
Affairs’ broad-based response, the
department convened a meeting
with leading Canadian press freedom organizations to solicit input to the government’s policy
on freedom of expression in Iran
and its response to the death.
In early August, Bob Carty, a
CJFE board member, represented
CJFE at a meeting with Deputy
Minister Peter Harder and Philip
MacKinnon, the ambassador to
Iran. PEN Canada, Amnesty International, Reporters Without
Borders, and Rights and Democracy also attended, along with
Stephene Hachemi, Kazemi’s son.
Participating NGOs reached
consensus on three goals: the return of Kazemi’s remains, an independent inquiry into the murder,
and justice for the perpetrators.
The deputy minister agreed
with these goals, and a lengthy
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over Canadian’s death in Iran

CJFE Program Manager Tariq Hassan-Gordon spoke
on July 16 at a candlelight vigil in Toronto organized
by the Center for Thought, Dialogue and Human Rights
in Iran. About 400 people attended.

discussion of how to achieve them
followed. The meeting agreed to
continue consultations between
the NGOs and DFAIT, and the NGO
groups renewed their commitment
to share information and coordinate activities on the case.
Eventually, Iran arrested five
police officers in connection with

Kazemi's death. But whether the
government is providing all the
relevant information regarding the
case remains a concern.
At press time, Iran had imprisoned at least 22 journalists;
14 of them were arrested while
covering student protests in June
2003.

Ugandan reporter benefits
from Journalists in Distress Fund
By Bonnie Malott

W

hen gun-toting soldiers
shot Henry Ford, they
succeeded in crushing his
hip but not his spirit. In December 2002, the Ugandan journalist
made his way across the Atlantic
to receive a hip replacement in
Toronto. And with help from CJFE’s
Journalists in Distress Fund, Ford
will be returning to Canada in
August for a check-up.
In 1999, Ford was covering a
notorious rebel hot spot in west-
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ern Uganda when three soldiers
approached him. When the trio
demanded to know his name, Ford,
naïve about the poor standing of
journalists in the region, unwittingly obliged.
“When I saw the soldiers I
had no reason to believe they
were enemy soldiers,” said Ford,
now 45. “I confidently told them
my name and that I was a journalist.”
Ford’s confidence quickly vanished. He remembers one of the
soldiers saying something like

“This is the one,” or “Here he is,”
pulling out his AK47 rifle and
shooting Ford at close range.
The bullet penetrated his abdomen and threw Ford to the
ground. A second shot sliced
through his left hip, grazed the
pelvis and ruptured his rectum
before lodging in the right hip.
Leaving him to die, the men
fled to the hills, turning only to
unload more bullets, which shattered a headlight of Ford’s Jeep.
“I have all the reason to believe
that they wanted me,” he says.
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“They intended to finish me off.”
At a local hospital, doctors
struggled to save Ford’s badly
mangled leg. With his wife at his
side, he lay in traction for 115
gruelling days. Half a dozen surgeries later, the top two inches
of his femur were removed to kill
a stubborn infection.
In the hospital Ford met
Anthony Feinstein, a Canadian
doctor working in Uganda. After
doctors concluded that Ford
needed a full hip replacement,
— continues on page 8
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CJFE events: Fall 2003

Iraqi journalist awarded
second Donner fellowship

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

Word on the Street Festival
CJFE will have a booth at Toronto’s
annual book and magazine fair, from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. As in previous years,
we’ll be at the Queen Street West site.
Come out and meet CJFE staff and board
members, and join thousands of others
in supporting the written word.
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2

CJFE Annual Meeting
The annual general meeting will be
held at Massey College at the University
of Toronto. The members-only portion
begins at 6:30 p.m. and includes the
election of some directors (nominations
are being accepted now and will also be
taken from the floor). The public portion of the meeting begins at 8 p.m.
with an event to be announced.

he says, “especially women’s
rights in the Arab world.”
El-Hadj’s journalism career
spans three decades. He has
worked at newspapers and magazines, founded a publishing house
and written a dozen books of nonfiction, fiction and poetry in Arabic and Kurdish.
But his lengthy journey hasn’t
been easy. As early as 1980, El-

ment at a Baghdad detention
camp.
Throughout the eight-year war,
n 2000, Saddam Hussein’s
El-Hadj was forbidden to pursue
eldest son, Uday, released a
writing or to even leave the counlist of Iraq’s most wanted
try, an obstacle that forced him
writers and journalists who had
to work under a pseudonym.
fled the country without permisBut El-Hadj continued writing
sion. Hikmet El-Hadj’s name was
despite the rigid confines. In
number two on the list.
1996, he was fired as editor-in“It has made my return to my
chief of a magazine, the final
native country extremely perilbreaking point that
ous,” says El-Hadj.
drove him to leave
El-Hadj, 45, was
Being second on the list of SadIraq for Tunisia,
awarded the second andam Hussein’s most-wanted list
where he remains.
nual Donner/CJFE JourThe recent war in
nalist-at-Risk Fellowship
“has made my return to my naIraq has seen the
at the University of Totive country extremely perilous.”
collapse of the reronto’s Massey College
gime, and with it
earlier this year. The Fellowship is offered to mid-career Hadj’s probing pen provoked an the likelihood that Uday Hussein’s
journalists, forced to work under investigation by Iraq’s secret ser- most-wanted list won’t be enthe tight restrictions and con- vice for his “problematic” articles forced. However, the country remains highly unstable and El-Hadj
stant persecution of iron-fisted and reports in Arab newspapers.
When the Iraqi-Iranian war is hesitant about returning.
totalitarian regimes.
“I would like to return to Iraq,”
Beginning in September, he broke out, he was yanked from
will spend a year at Massey, study- journalism and tossed on the front he says. “If I can be assured that
ing journalism and taking a vari- lines as a soldier. El-Hadj’s failure there will be peace.”
Bonnie Malott is a fourth-year
ety of courses in political science to participate wholeheartedly in
the war and his refusal to join journalism student at Ryerson
and history.
“I want to devote my career Hussein’s Ba’ath Party eventually University in Toronto, and Program
[to] writing about human rights,” landed him in solitary confine- Assistant at CJFE.
By Bonnie Malott

I

A journalist’s year in academe
By Konstantin Parshin

Romeo Dallaire
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6

CJFE Annual International
Press Freedom Awards Dinner
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CJFE’s sixth annual awards banquet,
this year at the Westin Harbour Castle
Hotel in Toronto, will feature retired
Gen. Romeo Dallaire as the keynote
speaker. Peter Mansbridge will be your
host; Globe and Mail publisher and CEO
Phillip Crawley and former Ontario premier Bob Rae will be benefit co-chairs.
On July 1, 1993, Lieut.-Gen. Romeo
Dallaire took command of the United
Nations Observer Mission–Uganda and
Rwanda and the United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda.
While at that post, he learned of
plans to launch a genocidal assault in
Rwanda and tried, unsuccessfully, to stop
it. Ten years later, the retired general is
set to publish a book on his experience.
Book your tickets now. Regular tickets are $350 but the member’s rate remains $85. If you haven’t renewed your
membership, now is the time to do it.
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t is worth trying to change
this world, not by revolutions but by setting good
examples in a particular country.
The Iron Curtain collapsed long
ago, but life in the former Soviet
Republics has not become easier.
Tajikistan, a small highland country in the heart of Central Asia,
was countering terrorism a decade before the twin-tower tragedy in the U.S.
Peace eventually came to Tajikistan, but acute problems remain: an enormous drug flow from
Afghanistan, a shadow economy,
internal clashes between ethnic
clans and narco-barons, and cynicism within the society.
I came to Massey College with
a challenging mission. I felt a
burden of responsibility and didn’t know exactly what was expected of me. But those insecurities
were short-lived. Soon, I felt like
a duck in water. The place is safe

Executive Director
Joel Ruimy
Founding Director
Nick Fillmore
Program Manager
Tariq Hassan-Gordon
Program Manager Assistant
Bonnie Malott
IFEX Alerts Coordinators
Michaël Elbaz, Marianna
Tzabiras, Vera Top
IFEX Development/
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Rachael Morton-Gittens
Maureen James
IFEX Communiqué Editor
Geoffrey Chan

and the people are friendly. They
never demand and when they ask
about a favour, you are happy to
help – because you know they
will help you, too.
Over the course of the academic year, Massey College became my second home.
The Journalism Fellows at
Massey are privileged. Each of us
had a fireplace in our cosy college rooms. Every door at U of T
was open to us, and we could get
into any classes available, including music, architecture and the
history of espionage.
I am a creative observer and
an idea and information carrier. I
am an eyewitness to changes in
Canada, a country almost as large
as the old Soviet Empire. I see
things as they are through the
eyes of North Americans, and
through the prism of Canadian
politics. I absorb and digest what
I see and hear, preparing to bring
this knowledge back home to
share it with my friends and with

Board of Directors
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(Treasurer), Brian MacLeod Rogers
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policy-makers.
My hometown, Dushanbe,
means “Monday” in Persian, but
many call it the City of Crossroads. Located on the historic Silk
Road, Dushanbe used to be very
multicultural – almost like Toronto.
Regrettably, that’s no longer
the case. But in Toronto, there
was hardly a day in which I didn’t
strike up a new acquaintance. Here
in Toronto, I also met old friends
– it really is a small world.
My eight-month stint at the
University of Toronto was not just
a long educational vacation from
my journalism career in Tajikistan. I have found a companion
for interesting new research. With
another Journalism Fellow, I am
working on a project called “Using Media and the Internet to
Expand Freedom of the Press in
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.”
Konstantin Parshin is a Tajikistan journalist and the recipient
of the first Donner/CJFE Journalist at Risk Fellowship

Canadian Journalists for Free Expression is a
Canadian non-governmental organization supported by
Canadian journalists and advocates of free expression.
The purpose of the organization is to defend the rights
of journalists and contribute to the development of
media freedom throughout the world. CJFE recognizes
these rights are not confined to journalists and strongly
supports and defends the broader objective of freedom
of expression in Canada and around the world.
CJFE membership costs $25 per calendar year. For any
donation beyond that amount, a charitable tax receipt
will be issued.
CJFE administers a Clearing House for the International
Freedom of Expression eXchange (IFEX), which operates
an Action Alert Network and globally disseminates
information to organizations and individuals.
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World Press Freedom Day

An attentive World Press Freedom Day audience listens to the CBC’s Linden
MacIntyre (standing at right, flanked by The Globe and Mail’s John Stackhouse
and PEN Canada member Chris Waddell) at a CJFE-organized event in Toronto.

The fog of war at centre stage
By Angela Brown

N

o “smoking gun” was
found, but a great deal of
cloud nonetheless filled
the airwaves when television covered the war in Iraq.
That was the view expressed
by Linden MacIntyre at a CJFE
discussion organized for May 2,
the eve of World Press Freedom
Day, at the Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto.
Making World Press Freedom
Day all the more pressing this
year was the recent war and the
serious challenges it posed for

journalists around the world. The
ability of the press to provide
clear, critical and unbiased analysis is most challenged during
times of violence, and the war in
Iraq was no exception.
MacIntyre, host of CBC’s the
fifth estate, touched on what he
called the “fog of war” and its
tendency to produce weak analysis and paralyze critical thinking
for many journalists. MacIntyre
offered several reasons for this,
including the practice of embedding journalists with armies.
“When journalists cease to be
outsiders,” he said, “they cease

to be journalists.”
He praised the CBC for not
embedding its journalists, saying
the decision led to better, more
critical, coverage for Canadians.
CBC journalists were less influenced by the military than CNN
reporters who travelled with
American and British units.
MacIntyre stressed that freedom of the press is an ideal, a
theory that becomes real only
when individuals act on it. In
many countries, journalists go to
jail for simply speaking the truth
when it conflicts with the views
of the authorities: the govern-

ment, the police, the law.
“Freedom of any kind is very
fragile,” said MacIntyre.
He blamed what he calls the
“Sixth Estate” for acting as a wall
between journalists and government, combining journalism, law
and advertising to put a positive
spin on the story. “If the information is good for the client, it
is true,” MacIntyre said. “If it’s
bad for the client, it is a lie and
it must be suppressed.”
The government doesn’t want
the public to have any information it could use to criticize its
operations; it wants to avoid public scrutiny of any kind. No one
wanted to ask: “What are you
going to do with Iraq when you
get it?” MacIntyre said.
Journalists are afraid of digging for stories that might criticize those involved in government decision-making. They risk
defamation costs, which could
cost millions of dollars.
“Freedom of the press comes
with a price tag,” said MacIntyre.
“It’s becoming more onerous.”
Thirteen journalists lost their
lives covering the war in Iraq.
Angela Brown is a Torontobased freelance writer.
World Press Freedom Day, May 3,
marks the anniversary of the
Declaration of Windhoek. That
statement of principles, drawn up
by African journalists in 1991,
calls for a free, independent and
pluralistic media in Africa and
throughout the world. The declaration affirms that a free press
is essential to democracy and is a
fundamental human-rights goal.

War Photographer documentary

CJFE’s first movie night attracts full house
By Bonnie Malott

I

t generated more than $1,200
for the Journalists in Exile
program and brought together nearly 400 people. CJFE’s
first movie night, held July 9 at
the Bloor Cinema in Toronto, was
an unqualified success.
The documentary War Photographer, directed by Christian Frei,
follows American photojournalist
James Nachtwey around the world
as he takes pictures of average
people in abysmal situations. His
photos have been featured in Life
and Stern magazines, and in major art galleries.
Frei used a tiny video camera
attached to Nachtwey’s own still
camera to give the audience a
first-hand view of what the photographer sees as he works. We
feel every bump and hear every
click of the shutter as he searches
for the perfect picture.
From overwhelming grief in
post-war Kosovo to extreme poverty in Indonesia to civil war in
Africa, Nachtwey’s eye captures
extraordinary moments. Nachtwey
is a man of few words but his

pictures speak loud and clear.
After the film, audience members grilled two of Canada’s top
photographers in a discussion
moderated by Jan Wong of The
Globe and Mail. Maclean’s chief
photographer Peter Bregg and Toronto Star photographer Bernard
Weil discussed the role of the
photographer as witness to war.
“Photojournalism can have a

huge impact on the news and the
realities of war,” said Weil, adding he aims for pictures that jump
out and grab readers. “I have less
than a second to impress you –
to make you stop and look at
that picture, to ask questions, to
make you want to read a story.”
Bregg agreed, conjuring up
two famous images of the Viet-

BY
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Photographer Peter Bregg and host Jan Wong field audience
questions behind Bernard Weil’s bullet-proof vest and helmet.

nam War that he said left an indelible impression: Eddie Adams’s
picture of a Viet Cong suspect
being shot by the police chief,
and Nick Ut’s picture of a girl
running down the highway after
a U.S. napalm attack on a village.
“Those two pictures did more
to help bring awareness to the
Vietnam War than television did.
I saw events on television that
ended so quickly, yet that picture
is an everlasting image burned
into your mind.”
Near the end of the discussion, Wong struggled to hold up
a bullet-proof vest – normal garb
for photographers in war zones.
As she dropped it to the floor,
the heavily armoured gear made
a dramatic thud.
Although both photographers
know the importance of a picture, neither believes that pictures alone can change the world.
“I don’t think war will end,”
said Bregg. “I think we can slow
down the misery perhaps.”
Bonnie Malott is a fourth-year
journalism student at Ryerson
University in Toronto, and Program
Assistant at CJFE.
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Border seizures of books, videos

ANGELA BROWN / CJFE

increase with post-9/11 fears

Manager Toshiya Kuwabara says the Charter of Rights and Freedoms should
protect Glad Day Bookshop’s rights to sell videos free of Ontario Film Review
Board controls. Glad Day has also fought book seizures at the Canadian border.

By Angela Brown

T

he border is an uneasy meeting place for national security and freedom of expression. Unfortunately the two are
often in conflict, and Canada’s
increased focus on border security has come at the expense of
freedom of expression.
In the last few years, the
Canada Customs and Revenue
Agency (CCRA) has detained a
growing number of materials at
Canadian border crossings in its
fight against hate literature and
obscenity. It has also prohibited
more items that it says fall into
these two categories.
(Material is detained to determine if it is hate literature or
obscene; it is prohibited if the
CCRA rules that the material contravenes Canada’s hate and obscenity laws. If the ruling is negative, detained materials are released to their owners.)
Reasons for the increase are
unclear and the CCRA has denied

ANGELA BROWN / CJFE

4

beefing up security in response
to terrorist activities. The world
has changed since the September
11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the
United States.
But critics worry that the CCRA
is over-stepping its role and becoming a political censor. They
also worry that the CCRA is cutting into the civil liberties of Canadians who simply want to access information.
Last March, as the U.S. went
to war against Iraq, the CCRA
detained a shipment of 50 copies
of Frank Dorrel’s popular video
What I’ve Learned About U.S. Foreign Policy. Ian Woods, Ontariobased distributor and editor of
Global Outlook magazine, had ordered the videos. The CCRA told
him the shipment was being held
to determine if it was hate literature. The tapes and DVDs were
eventually released.
The material is critical of U.S.
foreign policy – but is it hate
propaganda? Carolyn Langdon,
executive co-ordinator of Science

Carolyn Langdon of Science For Peace in Toronto
was surprised that Customs agents considered a
U.S.-produced anti-war video to be hate literature.

for Peace, a Toronto-based charitable organization promoting disarmament, doesn’t think so. She
and hundreds of others have seen
the video at Toronto universities.
Langdon doesn’t understand how
an educational video could be
called hate literature.
“It doesn’t advocate for the
overthrow of the American government. There was nothing exposed on here that wasn’t freely
available to anyone who wanted
to go and look for the information on [a] newscast,” she says.
What I’ve Learned About U.S.
Foreign Policy contains details of
CIA covert activities and portrays
the U.S. government as a warmonger. However, many of the
clips in the video were aired on
PBS television and other mainstream American news networks.
Lawyer and activist Rocco
Galati considers the detention of
What I’ve Learned About U.S. Foreign Policy unjustified. In March,
he wrote to the CCRA demanding
it release the video immediately.
CJFE also issued a statement condemning the video’s seizure and
demanding its release.
In another case, Galati stepped
in to assist Palestinian economics professor Adel Samara, who
came to Toronto in March to speak
at a lecture for Al-Awda, the Palestine Right to Return Coalition.
Samara’s book Epidemic of Globalization: Ventures in World Order, Arab Nation and Zionism was
deemed hate literature by Canada
Customs and detained at Pearson
International Airport. But Galati
offered his assistance and the
books were later released.
Galati sometimes intervenes
for his clients pro bono because
he knows they usually can’t af-

ford the high cost of court litigation against a Canada Customs
decision.
“(If) you get $200 worth of
books seized, you’re going to
spend $15,000 on a lawyer to get
them back?”
Since 1996, the RCMP has run
multi-million-dollar Integrated
Border Enforcement Teams (IBET)
to protect Canada’s border and
advise the CCRA on security alerts.
Both the Canadian Security Intelligence Service and CCRA also
sit on IBET.
RCMP Sergeant Jocelyn Mimeault told the CJFE Reporter that
border security is a high priority
for IBET, which results in more
scrutiny of material crossing the
border.
“We all work together in the
spirit of the integrated teams.
Since the events of September
11, the security was heightened
at the border. Does this have an
effect on the amount of stuff that
can be seized? Of course it does,”
says Mimeault.
“These books or publications,
whatever they are ... the likelihood of things that are not being
permitted in Canada, the likelihood of that being seized, being
looked at, is increased,” he says.
On July 21, The Globe and Mail
reported, Canada Customs at Toronto’s Pearson International Airport seized The Wives of Bath by
Susan Swan and Pornography, Sex
and Feminism by Alan Sobel from
professor Paul Rapoport. Customs
agents wanted to determine
whether these books violated the
Criminal Code. Swan is listed in
the Oxford Companion to Canadian Literature; one of her novels
has been short-listed for a Governor General’s Award.
CCRA records for the past three
years reflect a dramatic increase
in the number of items detained
and prohibited at the borders. In
the 12 months ending March 31,
2003, the number of prohibited
hate-related items rose to 65 from
38. In the same period, the
number of items prohibited for
obscenity rose to 5,657 items
from 4,608.
Although seizures between
2002 and 2003 increased dramatically, the highest number was in
the year ending March 31, 2001 –
six months before 9/11. That year
302 items were prohibited as hate
literature and a staggering 30,755
prohibited as obscene.
However, Galati argues that
the government was prompted by

“(If) you get $200 wort
you’re going to spend $1
to get them back?”
– Toron

Toronto lawyer Rocco Galati says there has been
"a rash" of seizures by Canada Customs recently.

sion upholding lower court rulings that CCRA had systematically targeted the gay and lesbian bookstore by seizing some
of its imported books. Buyer Mark
Macdonald says that Little Sister’s has never sold any material
proved obscene.
“We are being targeted. The
books they’ve seized from us and
prohibited are available at
Amazon.ca. They’re available in
other bookstores across the country,” he says. “Canada Customs
doesn’t wrangle with Chapters and
Indigo. They wrangle with Glad
Day books in Toronto, Bleeding
Rose books in Victoria. And it
happens that it’s all the lesbian
and gay bookshops.”
Macdonald thought that after
the Supreme Court decision
Canada Customs would leave Little Sister’s alone, but in June
2001 the CCRA seized and labelled

th of books seized,
15,000 on a lawyer

nto lawyer Rocco Galati

tions to take out insurance so
there would be a “paper trail.”
She was told Canadian customers
were having problems receiving
their shipments.
“From November of last year,
we’ve lost probably 15 packages
worth hundreds of dollars. Any
package that is not insured, just
doesn’t get there,” says Michael
Leon, general manager of FTW.
Colette Gentes-Hawn of the
CCRA says that if an item is labelled “prohibited” and the importer fails to appeal within a
specified time, the item is returned or destroyed.
At the heart of the dispute is
who gets to decide: bureaucrats
or citizens.
“Before we can have freedom
of expression on subjects, we need
to have the subjects before us to
examine,” says CJFE Executive Director Joel Ruimy. “If they are
not before us, if they are withheld from us by an agency of the
government, then we cannot have
our discussion. That is an affront
to freedom of expression.”
Angela Brown is a Torontobased freelance writer.

ANGELA BROWN / CJFE

Glad Day Bookstore has paid more than $100,000 in legal fees
to appeal a court ruling that supported an Ontario Film Review
Board’s charge that it had sold an "unclassified" film.

Bookstore challenges
film classification fees
By Angela Brown
Toronto’s Glad Day Bookshop
is taking the Ontario Film Review
Board to court in September over
what manager Toshiya Kuwabara
calls an “economic form of censorship.”
In March 2000, a board member purchased the gay adult film
Descent from Glad Day and later
charged it with selling a video
that the board had not classified.
Glad Day is appealing the
charge and challenging the Ontario Theatres Act. The bookshop
already pays the board a $100
annual fee for a licence to rent or
sell a video. For videos it sells
outside Ontario, it would have to
pay separate charges to the other
provinces.
Deborah McCrae, director of
the Film Review Board, which enforces the Ontario Theatres Act,
says film boards across Canada
are “looking into” harmonization
of film classification.

Kuwabara says videos should
be treated like books. If book
publishers had to pay fees to have
their books classified before they
could sell them, he says, they
would “go bankrupt.”
The Ontario board charges
$4.20 a minute to classify a film
produced outside Canada, $78.75
a minute if it’s in a foreign language. Classifying a non-Canadian
90-minute film in English or
French would cost $378.
With help from donors, Glad
Day has paid $114,000 in legal
costs so far. It expects to pay a
great deal more if the case goes
to the Supreme Court.
“We would like the government of Ontario to respect the
fact that there is a Charter [of
Rights and Freedoms]. Whether
it’s a book or a video, it’s a form
of expression in this country,”
says Kuwabara.
“We are supposed to have freedom of expression.”

The 2002 documentary Little Sister’s Vs Big Brother is available for sale
at www.littlesistersbookstore.com. To donate to either legal campaign,
call Glad Day at 416-961-4161 or Little Sister’s at 604-669-1753.
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obscene two gay erotic comic
books. So Little Sister’s is taking
Canada Customs to court again in
an appeal case scheduled for
January 2004.
The real problem small independent bookshops like Little
Sister’s face is the possibility of
going bankrupt. When shipments
are held up, they lose inventory.
And if a bookseller decides to
challenge a CCRA ruling, it has to
find money for legal fees.
“It’s not coming from the
tills,” says Macdonald of Little
Sister’s.
Last January, Carolyn Langdon
of Science for Peace ordered two
videos from Michael Ruppert’s
From The Wilderness (FTW) web
site in California. Ruppert, an activist and former Los Angeles Police narcotics investigator, has
written about the war on drugs
and claimed the Bush administration had advance knowledge
of the 9/11 attacks.
Langdon ordered The Truth and
Lies About 9/11 and Desert Storm
but was advised by FTW Publica-

ANGELA BROWN / CJFE

not just 9/11 to heighten border
security; borders had been tightened for the Summit of the Americas in Quebec City in April 2001.
“They started right after Quebec City. I think people are
delusional if they think all these
measures are 9/11 and post-9/
11. All this stuff is on the heels
of Seattle, Quebec City, Genoa,”
he says, referring to big antiglobalization demonstrations that
began in 1999.
But Canada Customs doesn’t
agree. “Those numbers are not
indicative of our stepped-up
checks. It’s just the volume coming through,” says Sam Papadopoulos of the CCRA.
As the numbers show, material prohibited as obscene is also
of high priority to Canada Customs officers. Obscenity is a controversial issue that has pitted
Canada Customs against many citizens for years.
In December 2000, after 15
years in the courts, Little Sister’s
Book and Art Emporium won a
Supreme Court of Canada deci-

Little Sister’s bookstore staff continue their court fight
with Canada Customs in January 2004. From left: Jim
Deva, Bruce Smyth, Janine Fuller and Mark Macdonald.

JEX: the lives and struggles
of Journalists in Exile in Canada

O

n a bright Sunday afternoon, a group gathers in
an office with yolk-coloured walls. The meeting area is
carved out with rows of grey filing cabinets. Stacks of photocopies are spread across the top
of the table.
Genc Tirana is looking intensely at his quiz results with a
frown. He doesn’t seems entirely
happy with his performance.
“Your comprehension appears
fairly good,” says instructor Marlene Benmergui. “Your spelling
and sentence structure could use
some work.”
The words marked in red ink
are especially glaring under the
fluorescent light.

Journalistic tools
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The six other members of the
workshop are also intensely studying their feedback. A minute ago
the room was filled with laughter
and loud conversation. Now, the
room becomes quiet.
“You have to learn to turn the
ear to the English language,” concludes Benmergui.
This workshop, set up by CJFE,
is tailored for Journalists in Exile
(JEX) members, teaching English
skills with a journalistic focus.
JEX, established in 2000 as a
wing of CJFE, currently has more
than 50 members from 26 coun-

nice to meet you. Here’s my card.’
I don’t need a card! You need to
listen to the person.”
Desalegn Eyob from Ethiopia,
who specializes in gender and environmental issues, echoes Abbas.
“They think English is a language of intelligence,” he says.
“They consider us as uneducated.
They treat us as strangers.
“English is a language …we
have to learn it and understand
it … it doesn’t mean that we
don’t know anything.”
Eyob used to own the sole
news agency in Ethiopia, providing news reports for international
news agencies like Reuters. He
resents having to volunteer for
local television stations.
And his words resonate for
many of his fellow journalists in
exile. While a few have landed
jobs in public relations, only one
or two have been hired for journalism-related jobs.
Benmergui understands their
anxiety; English is not her mother
tongue either. She says that most
JEX members need to have better
writing skills and more fluid comprehension of the language. But
more important, they need a
steady hand to guide them.
“This is about extending a
helping hand to colleagues,” says
Benmergui. “The journalistic community has a lot to gain by incorporating these journalists.”
Benmergui is a seasoned,

CBC producer Idella Sturino (centre) talks to JEX
members Mohsin Abbas, Adeniyi Oduwole, and
Benjamín Santamaría while touring CBC Toronto.

a paragraph about an article. We
are going to try as hard as possible.”
Morteza Abdolalian chuckles
with a little embarrassment when
Benmergui points out he has put
information in his summary that
wasn’t in the article.
Abdolalian, the current president of JEX, is in his mid 40s. He
has not been back to his native
Iran since 1983, when he was
arrested and imprisoned upon returning from studies in the Philippines, where he had galvanized
fellow Iranian students into starting a newspaper to inform the
world about the struggles in Iran.
Upon his return in the summer of 1982, a blindfolded
Abdolalian sat in a Tehran prison
– the same one where Zahra
Kazemi was brutally killed this
summer – for more than a week
within earshot of a makeshift torture chamber. Peeking through his
loose blindfold, he saw people
being dragged out from the chamber unconscious, blood dripping
from their feet.

Fast-food work
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Journalists in Exile members get a close look at the
inner workings of Canada’s public broadcaster.

tries. Most were forced to flee
harassment and persecution in
their homelands for being journalists. These JEX members are
here to learn the skills that will
help resume their journalistic careers in Canada.
After settling here, many of
them became taxi drivers, dish
washers or convenience store
clerks to make a living. Mohsin
Abbas, a newspaper journalist
from Pakistan, works in an electronics store in Mississauga.
“I have ideas but … we need
a chance to speak,” says Abbas.
“Most of the people, ‘Oh yes OK,

award-winning journalist who has
produced programs for the CBC
and CTV. When she heard about
this project, she immediately volunteered to be their instructor.
Today’s session is devoted to
discussing summaries of newspaper articles that she assigned at
the last meeting.
Benmergui notes that the students’ comprehension is good, but
the summaries are weak. “It was
piss poor, gentlemen!” exclaims
Benmergui, as a round of laughter erupts in the room.
“We have to fix that. Because
there’s no reason you can’t write

After his release, he found
work as an engineer. But he soon
had to quit because of constant
harassment by state security. He
eventually left his family and escaped the country. After doctoring his passport, Abdolalian took
a flight back to the Philippines
and in 1989, landed in Canada as
a refugee.
To make ends meet, he worked
night shifts at a grocery store,
and made foot-long sandwiches
at fast-food outlet. Abdolalian
also works occasionally as a court
interpreter.
In March 2003, CJFE collaborated with the CBC to create a
one-month internship for two
qualified JEX members. Genc
Tirana was one of those chosen.
A veteran political analyst with
17 years of experience in Albania, Tirana was active in fighting
for the rights of local journalists

against threats from the government.
In 2000, he came to Canada
with his family and struggled for
the following 18 months without
luck to get his journalistic career
back on track. But his passion for
journalism remains.
“Journalism is everything. It
is my career,” says Tirana. “I (was)
a senior journalist back home. I
came here and I am nothing.”

Persistence
An internship as a researcher
at the CBC’s Marketplace was his
first chance to work in journalism since arriving in Canada. The
friendly acceptance of colleagues
at the CBC has strengthened his
determination to stay in the profession.
“I need to convert my knowledge to be more adaptable in
this Canadian media environment,” says Tirana with a faint
smile. “If I become a journalist
or researcher in the CBC, it means
that I am an entry-level journalist here in Canada. And this is
not bad…”
He thinks his producer is impressed with his work and his
persistence.
Persistence is one of the qualities Joe Schlesinger spoke about
when JEX invited him to share
his experiences as a foreign journalist in Canada.
“I want them to make it in
this country, but I’m also a realist,” said Schlesinger, a legendary CBC correspondent. “They are
not all going to make it as journalists. They have to think
through what they are going to
do.”
Benmergui expresses the same
perspective. “Their progress is
entirely up to them,” she says.
Una So is a journalism student
at Ryerson University and a volunteer for CJFE.
For more information on the
Journalists in Exile Program,
email tariqhg@cjfe.org, or see
the JEX page at www.cjfe.org.

CJFE
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Iraqi journalist returns to Baghdad
By Bonnie Malott

I

brahim Al Hariri sits in the
CJFE office, wearing a mossgreen hat with the words
“Dragon Slayer” embossed in
black. The 67-year-old JEX member is leaving for Baghdad, a city
he hasn’t set foot in since he was
forced to leave Iraq in 1979.
“I want to touch it,” says Al
Hariri. “I want to feel the country under my fingers.”
Al Hariri, an author and journalist since 1959, was forced to
leave Iraq the year Saddam
Hussein came to power. After living in Lebanon, Syria and Egypt,

Al Hariri settled in Canada in
1989, living here with his wife
and two grown children.
Now, after 24 years, he’s going back.
“I’m afraid I might lose contact with the country,” he says.
“People have changed, everything
has been changed.”
Historically the media has
acted as the official mouthpiece
of the government, lavishly praising its every move and, until three
weeks before the fall of Baghdad,
triumphantly declaring that U.S.led forces were being smashed.
Journalists under Hussein struggled in a fiercely controlled arena

CBC reporter and CJFE member
David McLauchlin dies at 56
CJFE notes with sadness the untimely death on May 25 of
CBC Radio reporter and CJFE supporter David McLauchlin.
The CBC’s national reporter in Montreal was known for his
compassionate features from across Canada and around the
world. During his 24-year career, David was one of the most
honoured journalists in CBC Radio history.
He is survived by his wife, Dr. Lynn
McLauchlin, and two sons, Matthew and
Theo, his sister Dianne and her family,
and his brother Rob. At the request of his
family, CJFE is accepting donations in
memory of David for the CJFE Journalists
in Exile (JEX) program, which David supDavid McLauchlin
ported actively.

where a critical word against the
government could get your tongue
chopped off – or worse.
Since the collapse of President Hussein’s regime, Iraq has
witnessed a proliferation of independent newspapers, radio and
television broadcasters, and Internet publications. Journalists
there are getting a glimpse of
press freedom not seen in the
region for almost three decades.
But the removal of the old
regime hasn’t brought greater protection for journalists.
“(The media) has grown like a
mushroom,” Al Hariri says. “But
my guess is that it won’t stay for
a long time.”
He believes that the current
media climate in Iraq is doomed
to fail and that the press will
begin taking on a new shape,
this time reflecting the values
and ideology of American and
British coalition forces.
“The occupying authority is
preparing a new press law,” he
says. “They are not happy with
what’s being written regarding
them and regarding the occupation.”
Al Hariri is one of many Iraqis
who view the American presence
with caution. Calling the U.S. occupation “Our new Saddam,” his
bold opinions reflect a longstanding grief among those who mourn
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after 24 years in exile

Ibrahim Al Hariri
plans to build a new memory.
the loss of Iraq’s independence.
Removing his glasses and wiping his eyes with the backs of his
hands, Al Hariri says, with his
voice cracking, “We’ve lost our
sovereignty, our political independence.
“What else? We don’t have any
other thing to lose. No water, no
electricity, no jobs, no money.
This is the liberation we’ve been
promised?”
Although Al Hariri still has
family there, finding them will be
almost as difficult as getting
there, no easy feat when no civilian planes are landing in Baghdad.
Yet, despite the obstacles and
the country’s instability, he is eager to return.
“I’m going to build a new
memory.”
Bonnie Malott is a fourth-year
journalism student at Ryerson
University in Toronto, and Program
Assistant at CJFE.

JEX, Journalistes en Exil
une réalité à Toronto
par Hassan Chérif

A

u commencement une idée,
celle des hommes et
femmes soucieux de la défense de la liberté d’expression et
de leurs frères victimes des répressions pour avoir choisi d’informer.
A Toronto, sous-tendue par le
groupe des journalistes canadiens
pour la liberté d’expression (Cjfe)
dirigé par Joël Ruimy, l’idée a fait
du chemin pour aboutir en l’an
2000 à la création de « Journalistes en Exil » (JEX).
Au-delà d’une dénomination,
entendez tout simplement ceux
qui manient le verbe (plume),
l’image (cameras) et le son (micro) pour INFORMER. Des journalistes, cameramen, écrivains, artistes, ils sont nombreux à faire

La page de JEX à www.cjfe.org

le martyre, payer de leurs âmes
chaque jour qui passe dans un
coin de la planète. Pour ceux d’entre eux ayant fui la persécution
et les harcèlements, le Canada
est l’un des pays qui répond à
leurs sollicitations d’asile
Jex est ainsi née des coulisses de Cjfe avec comme président
Morteza Abdolalian d’Iran. Trois
années d’expériences difficiles ont
mené la petite équipe à élargir
ses rangs à plus de 50 adhérents
aujourd’hui. Ils sont des exilés et
témoins des actes et violations
contre la liberté d’expression dans
leurs pays respectifs.
Jex s’inscrit donc à travers sa
mission, dans la lutte déjà menée
par CJFE : défendre la liberté d’expression sous tous les cieux, par
tous les moyens et dénoncer les
abus contre ses partisans.
Au regard de l’élan donné aux
journalistes en exil au Canada,
Jex cherche à voler de ses propres ailes. L’enjeu est de taille vu
la pertinence des questions soulevées au cours de différentes assemblées. Comment donner au
Canada et aux journalistes un instrument fiable de lutte en matière de droits de l’homme ? Le
plaidoyer de Jex pour la suite de

sa mission passe par :
• l’intégration de ses membres
dans la société canadienne,
• la formation,
• la mise en valeur des énergies
et ressources humaines (membres) afin de refléter et informer les différentes communautés à Toronto au moyen des
supports écrits et audiovisuels
(magazines, bulletin, documentaires…)
• l’acquisition d’un fonds de
fonctionnement…

Malgré ces initiatives louables,
la question reste entière. Les
membres de Jex ne font pas exception dans la marrée humaine
en quête de survie au Canada.
Les exigences et les priorités individuelles pèsent lourdes pour
certains, et l’asile au Canada devient crucial pour d’autres. Pour
l’heure tous ont compris qu’il y a
un sacrifice à consacrer en attendant le feedback.
Hassan Chérif, membre de Jex,
est originaire du Tchad.

Des membres de CJFE et du groupe Journalistes en exil
posent avec des réalisateurs du réseau CBC suite à une
table ronde en mars 2003.
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IFEX mobilizes against African insult laws
IFEX members are uniting in a
campaign to eliminate insult laws
in Africa. The idea for the campaign emerged from IFEX’s general meeting last fall in Senegal,
where delegates presented a
strong case against African insult
and criminal-defamation laws.
Many of Africa’s worst pressfreedom abuses stem from charges
against journalists by government
officials claiming that their honour and dignity have been “insulted” by probing news articles.
Insult laws are invoked against
the media when personal references to heads of state or officials are deemed insulting or when
journalists allege misconduct,
publish politically embarrassing
material or even make critical ref-

IFEX revamps Web site
The International Freedom of Expression eXchange (IFEX) has revamped its web site (www.ifex.org) to give human-rights activists,
governments, media and viewers speedier access to information and
help them monitor free expression in their own countries.
Users can click on specific regions of a world map to find information on press freedom in more than 130 countries.
The web site now includes easier-to-read daily alerts on journalists
and others who have been jailed, threatened or killed. It also reports
on repressive media laws, media concentration, anti-terrorism laws
and Internet censorship, and provides links to hundreds of freeexpression resources and profiles of IFEX’s 57 member organizations.
Users can also sign up to receive the Communiqué, a weekly newsletter featuring the top stories from the free-expression community.
“The revamping of the IFEX web site comes at a time when the
need for reliable, fast information on human-rights violations is
increasingly urgent,” says CJFE Executive Director Joel Ruimy.
Since its relaunch in May, traffic at the web site has doubled,
indicating the growing demand for free-expression information.
Visit the IFEX web site at www.ifex.org

erences to state symbols or institutions, says Raymond Louw of
the South Africa-based Freedom
of Expression Institute.
IFEX’s insult law “task force”
of 18 members, chaired by Louw
and John Barker of ARTICLE 19
South Africa, will take approaches
such as:
• appealing to European democracies to eliminate their own
insult laws;
• urging democratic African
leaders like South Africa’s
Thabo Mbeki to call for the
abolishment of insult laws, and
• conducting educational programs demonstrating the importance of public scrutiny to
the stability and prosperity of
democratic governance.

IFEX wins World
Press Freedom Award
On May 2, the eve of World Press
Freedom Day, IFEX was honoured
by the National Press Club of
Canada for its “decade-long defence of journalists and of free
expression around the world.”
The World Press Freedom Award
– $1,500 and a trophy – was
presented in a ceremony in Ottawa to Joel Ruimy, Executive Director of the IFEX Clearing House.
Announcing the award, the press
club cited IFEX’s “strong and
growing voice against threats to
free expression and support for
journalists, broadcasters and writers who suffer abuses or restraints
in the course of their work.”
Speaking on behalf of IFEX’s

57 member organizations, Ruimy
said, “We are proud to accept
this award. We know it will inspire them all to redouble their
efforts on behalf of the fundamental human right of free expression.”
IFEX was founded in 1992
when a dozen free-expression
groups gathered in Montreal to
co-ordinate action against attacks
on journalists and on free expression. Since then, the organization has grown to include 57 organizations around the world.
Since its inception, the IFEX
Clearing House, or secretariat,
been managed in Toronto by CJFE,
a member group.

Hip replacement in Canada helps Ugandan walk
fringed. So far, 86 journalists from
28 countries have been helped.
In total, CJFE has given out
$108,632 for medical costs aris-

ing from imprisonment or physical mistreatment, legal costs from
court actions, and for emergency
travel to escape persecution.

Bonnie Malott is a fourth-year
journalism student at Ryerson
University in Toronto, and Program
Assistant at CJFE.
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— continued from page 1
Feinstein helped arrange a flight
to Toronto to get him the operation he couldn’t otherwise afford.
Jagg Carr-Locke, who teaches
journalism at Ryerson University,
met Ford while he was recovering
at Toronto’s Sunnybrook Hospital
and introduced him to CJFE.
“I was happy to learn that
CJFE’s area of operation was not
limited to Canada but to other
areas like Africa,” Feinstein says.
When Ford visited the CJFE
office, Executive Director Joel
Ruimy suggested that he apply to
the Journalists in Distress Fund.
“Henry’s situation is exactly
the kind of case that qualifies,”
said Ruimy, “Supporting journalists who have been targeted because of their work is what CJFE
is all about.”
Established in 1998, the Fund
is supported by proceeds from
CJFE’s annual International Press
Freedom Awards Banquet. It disburses about $25,000 a year to
journalists and their families who
are at risk or whose freedom of
expression has been seriously in-

Eric Grigorian’s 2002 World Press Photo of the Year (graveside after an earthquake in Iran) will be in a World Press photo exhibit CJFE is sponsoring Oct.
6-25 at Toronto’s BCE Place. For information, visit www.picturesfestival.com.

