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The Clear Lake Tea Party is a 

nonprofit corporation made up 

of conservative Americans who 

uphold the US Constitution, 

educate the public, hold our 

elected officials accountable, 

protect our liberties and 

promote limited government. 

We are Citizen Lobbyists and 

Activists who monitor & lobby 

the Texas Legislature and the 

U.S. Congress. We are 

Taxpayer Advocates who stand 

up for all hard working 

Americans.  

Senator John Cornyn has been actively 

advancing President Obama’s progressive 

agenda.  While the senior senator from Texas 

claims to oppose Obamacare his actions tell 

another story.  As reported by Matthew Boyle 

of Breitbart News on Sept 23
rd

, 2013: 

 

“A source in Congress tells Breitbart 

News that Senate Minority Leader Mitch 

McConnell and Senate Minority Whip 

John Cornyn are using their leadership 

positions to pressure other Republicans to 

oppose Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) in his 

campaign to defund Obamacare.” 

 

In a recent press release Senate candidate 

Dwayne Stovall highlights Senator John 

Cornyn's betrayal of trust to Texas in voting 

for Obamacare funding and in voting for 

cloture.  Stovall said in a statement, "Senator 

Cornyn betrays the trust of Texans who sent 

him to Washington. He voted 'YEA' on the FY 

2013 FUNDING BILL (March 23, 2013) that 

gave the Obama Administration the money  

needed to implement Obamacare. 

 

Subsequently, he also voted 'YEA' on 

'CLOTURE' (September 24, 2013), which 

defeated the efforts of Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) 

to defund it." 

 

Stovall continued, "Obamacare is unaffordable, 

unworkable, unfair, and unconstitutional because 

health care was not granted as a power by the 

States to the federal government. John Cornyn 

had the clear opportunity to fight for the 

Constitution and for Texans, he ignored the 

overwhelming number of Texans who called his 

offices, and he made his choice to surrender to 

big government. I don't believe that Texas 

Republicans will vote for big government 

surrender in this primary." 

 

U.S. Rep. Steve Stockman, also challenging 

Cornyn, has created a website to detail the 

timeline of Cornyn’s involvement in helping 

Obamacare pass major hurdles.  Details can be 

found at www.cornynlovesobamacare.com. 

 

 
Political Ad Paid for by CLTP, Inc. 
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1. Cornyn Voted to Let Harry Reid Fund ObamaCare 

(2013, RCV 206) Senator John Cornyn of Texas voted to end 

debate and allow Senate Democrats to re-insert funding for 

ObamaCare into the Continuing Resolution to fund the federal 

government. Although Cornyn did vote against the final bill, he 

and all Republicans knew that voting for cloture to end debate 

would allow Senator Harry Reid to fund ObamaCare by a party-

line vote, and thus a vote for cloture was a de facto vote to fund 

ObamaCare. 

 

2. Cornyn Voted for the Wall Street Bailout (T.A.R.P.) 
(2008, RCV 213) Senator Cornyn voted for the $700 billion 

bailout of Wall Street. Taxpayers should have never been 

forced to pay for the mistakes of the big banks. He continues to 

make excuses for why he voted for the massive bank bailout. 

Cornyn has defended his vote, saying in 2010 that, “I'm 

responsible and proud of the vote I cast at the time because I 

thought it was a public necessity.”  

 

3. Cornyn Voted for Medicare Part D 
Senator Cornyn voted to pass Medicare Part D, a massive 

entitlement expansion that conservatives rightly predicted 

would tremendously expand the deficit and add trillions of 

dollars in unfunded liabilities to the federal rolls. (2003, RCV 

457) 

 

4. Cornyn Voted to Increase the Federal Minimum Wage 
(2007, RCV 42) Senator Cornyn voted for the Fair Minimum 

Wage Act that increased the federal minimum wage from $5.15 

per hour to $7.25 per hour in 2007. Raising the minimum wage 

is a bad idea because it reduces employment especially among 

low-skilled workers. The cost of raising the minimum wage is 

passed onto consumers in the form of higher prices for goods 

and services.   

 

5. Cornyn Voted for the Fiscal Cliff Tax Hike  
(2012, RCV 251) The fiscal cliff was a fake crisis created by 

Congress and the president. Senator Cornyn voted for the 

infamous New Year’s Day 2013 fiscal cliff deal that raised 

taxes on 77 percent of U.S. households and contained no real 

spending cuts.  

 

6. Cornyn Voted against Fiscally Conservative Budgets 
Senator Cornyn voted against three of the best, most fiscally 

conservative budgets ever proposed in the United States Senate. 

He voted against Senator Mike Lee of Utah’s FY 2013 budget 

proposal to balance the budget in five years and save $7 trillion  

 

over ten years. (2012, RCV 101) He also voted against Senator 

Rand Paul of Kentucky's FY 2012 and FY 2013 budget 

proposals to balance the budget in five years and save more 

than $8 trillion over ten years. (2011, RCV 80; 2012, RCV 100) 

Instead, he favored budget plans that either fail to balance the 

budget or fail to specify clearly how balance would be 

achieved. 

 

7. Cornyn Supported Intrusive Internet Regulations (PIPA) 
Although he later withdrew his support (under withering fire 

from internet freedom advocates across the political spectrum), 

Senator Cornyn voted for the Protect Intellectual Privacy Act 

(PIPA) in committee.  His vote helped move PIPA to the Senate 

floor, where it met a well-deserved defeat. Under PIPA, the 

government would have the power to shut down millions of 

websites. This is economically destructive and a gross violation 

of our constitutional right to free speech. 

 

8. Cornyn Voted to Allow Warrantless Data Collection on 

American Citizens 
In 2007, Senator Cornyn voted for the FISA Amendments Act, 

which granted immunity to U.S. telecommunication companies 

for giving information about their customers to the government 

without a warrant.  This is one of the key provisions that 

allowed the NSA to conduct its now-publicized warrantless 

blanket surveillance of American citizens. 

 

9. Cornyn Has Voted to Raise the Debt Ceiling Eight Times 
Since entering office in 2002, Senator Cornyn has voted to raise 

the debt ceiling eight times (including the debt ceiling increase 

contained in number 1, above).  Raising the debt limit only 

encourages reckless spending in Washington. Congress needs to 

cut spending and balance the budget—not continue to increase 

our national debt without any spending reforms or reductions. 

  

10. Cornyn Voted to Reauthorize the Patriot Act 
(2006, RCV 25) Although he was not present in Congress when 

the original USA-PATRIOT Act was passed, Senator Cornyn 

has been an enthusiastic supporter of the controversial law, 

voting to permanently reauthorize most of its provisions in 

2006. Despite its attractive-sounding title, the so-called Patriot 

Act violates our Fourth Amendment right to privacy, 

authorizing unprecedented surveillance powers that permit the 

federal government to spy on U.S. citizens without a warrant. 

 

-- List created by Joshua Withrow, Freedomworks 

-- Julie Borowski and Dean Clancy contributed to this list. 

 
 

http://politicalticker.blogs.cnn.com/2010/05/17/cornyn-weighs-in-on-key-senate-races-explains-bailout-vote/
http://www.leahy.senate.gov/press/senate-judiciary-committee-unanimously-approves-bipartisan-bill-to-crack-down-on-rogue-websites
http://www.thepoliticalguide.com/Profiles/Senate/Texas/John_Cornyn/Views/Debt,_Deficit,_Spending,_and_the_Size_of_Government/


United States Senate 

 

PRIMARY EDITION 
 

Page 3 

Congressman Steve Stockman 
 

Steve Stockman was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives 

on November 6, 2012, with a vision of limited government and 

strong support for American families, a robust national defense 

budget. 

 

Rep. Stockman serves the people of the 36th Congressional 

District of Texas, which was created as a result of the 2010 

census and includes the counties of Chambers, Hardin, Jasper, 

Liberty, Newton, Orange, Polk, Tyler, and portions of 

southeastern Harris County. 

 

The district is home to NASA’s Johnson Space Center, the 

research and training facility for all manned space exploration 

and the location of the popular Mission Control Center.  As a 

member of the House Committee on Science, Space and 

Technology, Rep. Stockman highlights the importance of a 

vigorous space exploration program and for keeping the U.S. at 

the forefront of space technology.        

…more on page 4 

 

Dwayne Stovall 
 

Dwayne Stovall is a 48-year-old native Texan, who grew up in 

the oil camps in the 70's, worked in the oil industry, and later 

became a bridge contractor working with the State of Texas. He 

is joyfully married to his wife of 22 years and together they 

have three children. 

 

Dwayne lives in Cleveland, Texas, and is recognized as a 

community leader. By his own account, he is an average Texan 

who loves his state. In the last ten years, Dwayne increasingly 

felt the need to understand the U.S. Constitution and began a 

journey to explore its intents. Never satisfied to just take the 

word of others, he bought a library of books, listened to the 

brightest scholars, and took part in active discussions to discern 

the framework we Americans were gifted. He came to 

understand that the role of U.S. Senator has been obscured from 

its original purpose, and that drives his desire to avail himself as 

Senator for the great Lone Star State. 

 

…more on page 4 
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…Steve Stockman continued from page 3 

 

The district also contains the highest number per capita of oil 

and gas refineries and downstream petrochemical plants in the 

world.  Rep. Stockman is working for commonsense regulatory 

relief for the nation’s oil and gas industries, which will lead to 

less dependence on foreign oil and more American jobs.  The 

completion of the Keystone XL, for instance, will lead to the 

creation of tens of thousands of new employment opportunities 

 

A fierce defender of constitutional liberties, Rep. Stockman is a 

leader in defending the Second Amendment.  He introduced the 

very first pro-gun bill in the House in 2013 (H.R. 35, to repeal 

federal gun free zones). 

 

When the President threatened to bypass Congress and enact 

gun control through Executive Orders, Rep. Stockman 

introduced, along with Sen. Rand Paul of Kentucky in the 

Senate, the “Restore the Constitution Act of 2013,” which 

would nullify any anti-gun orders. 

 

Rep. Stockman, who serves as Vice Chairman of the House 

Second Amendment Task Force, also authored legislation to 

strip funding to the UN should that body attempt to restrict 

American's gun rights. 

 

As a 100% pro-life supporter, Steve authored the 2013 Sanctity 

of Life Act, which declares that life begins at conception, and 

which also limits the federal courts’ jurisdiction in cases dealing 

with the unborn. 

 

Congressman Stockman sits of the House Foreign Affairs 

Committee, and plays an active role in uncovering the truth 

about what happened at the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi.  

 

Stockman cofounded the South Sudan Caucus, in support of the 

world’s newest nation.  South Sudan, which is a majority 

Christian nation, suffered decades of oppression and genocide 

from North Sudan, and still endures attacks despite the 

existence of a peace agreement.  Stockman has traveled to Juba, 

the nation’s capital, as well as to other parts of Africa, in 

support of medical missionary work. 

 

Prior to his election in 2012, Steve served in Congress from 

1995-97.  

 

Steve holds a B.S. in Accounting from the University of 

Houston-Clear Lake. He and his wife of 25 years, Patti, live in 

Clear Lake. 

 

…Dwayne Stovall continued from page 3 

 

Dwayne believes deeply in federalism and will work to limit the 

federal government from encroaching on the sovereign rights of 

Texas. He believes the main role as Senator is to act as an 

ambassador for the State, representing the best interests of 

Texas in Washington. He will interact with the Texas State 

Legislature to ensure that his votes reflect the will of Texans, 

and he will work to empower Texas. 

 

He makes two firm pledges: 1) He will never vote to increase 

the federal debt, and 2) He will never vote to increase the size 

of the federal government. 

 

His campaign has attracted over 1,000 volunteers statewide, and 

he has the endorsement of hundreds of Texans, Tea Party 

groups, conservative  organizations, and Constitutional 

scholars. People can view these endorsements at 

AllForStovall.com. 

 

If you would like to know more about Dwayne, his position on 

issues, and his campaign, please visit TexansForStovall.com. 

 

 

 

Dual Endorsement 
 

The Clear Lake Tea Party Board of Directors decided to 

endorse both Congressman Stockman and Mr. Stovall.  Both 

candidates have shown themselves to be true conservatives who 

value limited government, individual liberty and a heartfelt 

respect for life. 

 

 
 

Candidate Review Process 
 

             The Clear Lake Tea Party Board of Directors  

             deliberated over multiple statewide and local  

             races and chose candidates that best reflect our  

             conservative principles and ideals.  Candidate 

photographs stamped with our logo (shown left) are “CLTP 

Endorsed” and have either directly worked with our group or 

other tea party groups across the state to advance our principles 

on a regular basis.  All other candidates mentioned in this guide 

are “CLTP Recommended” meaning that we believe once in 

office they will perform at or near a level consistent with our 

principles. 
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Fellow Citizens, 

In order to better serve the community we have decided to put our yearly election guide 

into a newsprint format.  In this publication you will find information on candidates that 

we have given either our endorsement or recommendation to.  An endorsement from this 

board means that candidate has been devoted to the principles we espouse and have 

given of themselves in the pursuit of them.  The candidates we recommend have been 

reviewed by our board and we believe they are the best selection for the particular 

elected office they are seeking.    

The Clear Lake Tea Party board of directors has not received any funds from candidates 

to produce this publication.   We believe this is necessary because of all the paid-for voter 

slates (aka pay-to-play mailers) that are being sent out by organizations in our area.  We 

do not believe these voter slates serve the best interests of the voters due to the quality of 

candidates they recommend.    

The members of this board have been actively engaged in local and state grassroots 

politics for several years now.  We have witnessed firsthand how time and time again 

good citizen candidates have been overwhelmed by candidates that have financial 

support from some of the state’s wealthiest few, and often these few do not have the best 

interest of the people at heart.   This has led to a corrupt legislature, fiscal uncertainty 

and the overreach of government.   

It is our sincere hope and prayer that you find this information useful and become a more 

informed voter because of it.  We also hope that you decide to support these candidates 

with your vote.  The time for principled men and women to take positions of leadership in 

our local and state governments is now and we need your help to accomplish this. 

  

Thank you and God Bless, 

 

The Clear Lake Tea Party 
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Attorney General Greg Abbott - Governor 

He is one of the nation’s leading advocates for stopping the 

federal overreach of the Obama Administration, a defender of 

the Constitution, and a conservative to the core: Texas Attorney 

General Greg Abbott. 

Few leaders have amassed a record of defending state 

sovereignty like Greg Abbott. Abbott has filed more than two 

dozen lawsuits against the Obama Administration. He has taken 

on burdensome EPA regulations and succeeded. He fought 

ObamaCare all the way to the United States Supreme Court. He 

has stood on the solid ground of the 10th Amendment to protect 

local classrooms, and individual freedom. 

A husband and father, Greg Abbott understands the importance 

of preserving Constitutional, traditional values – like faith, 

family and freedom for future generations. That’s why as the 

state’s chief law enforcement official, Abbott has made 

protecting children, families and values the focus of his 

administration. 

A native Texan, Attorney General Abbott was born in Wichita 

Falls and raised in Duncanville. After graduating from The 

University of Texas with a B.B.A. in Finance, he received his 

law degree from Vanderbilt University. Shortly after graduating 

from law school, he was partially paralyzed by a falling tree 

while jogging. He and his wife, Cecilia, a former school teacher 

and principal, have been married for 31 years. They live in 

Austin with their daughter, Audrey. He is an avid sportsman 

and hunter.  

 

Commissioner Todd Staples – Lt. Governor 

Staples is one of Texas’ youngest statewide Republican leaders. 

In addition to his current statewide post as Texas Commissioner 

of Agriculture, Staples has served as Mayor Pro Tem of his 

local city council, as a State Representative and as a Texas State 

Senator. 

Consistently rated one of Texas’ top conservatives in the Texas 

legislature, Todd served as chair of the Republican Caucus, 

stood shoulder-to-shoulder with Governors Bush and Perry to 

pass record setting tax breaks, helped pass landmark lawsuit 

abuse reform, and sponsored and helped pass a state 

constitutional amendment defining marriage as being between 

one man and one woman. 

As Commissioner of Agriculture, Staples fought the job-killing 

policies of Obama’s EPA.  Staples sued the Obama EPA 

numerous times in order to stop burdensome regulations that 

would eliminate thousands of Texas jobs. 

Staples has also championed private property owner rights 

including passage of a 2009 state constitutional amendment 

protecting homeowners and landowners from eminent domain 

abuses. He created an online website petition – 

www.protectyourhomeandland.com- to promote passage of SB 

18, eminent domain reform.  Over 7,500 Texans have signed 

the petition and Governor Rick Perry signed the legislation into 

law. 

Staples also challenged the Obama Administration to allocate 

adequate resources to secure the Texas border from the life-

threatening dangers from drug dealers and human smugglers 

crossing Texas soil. While federal leaders repeatedly deny the 

threat and daily violence, Staples is documenting the dangers 

Texas farmers and ranchers face along the border. For his 

efforts, Todd has been recognized at the state and national level 

as an emerging national leader on protecting the Texas border. 

A former rancher and businessman, Todd graduated with 

honors from Texas A&M with a degree in Agricultural 

Economics. Todd and his wife, Janet, have four children and 

three grandchildren. Palestine, Texas is their home, and Todd 

has served as deacon at his local church, Norwood Heights 

Baptist Church, for many years. 

Greg Abbott Todd Staples 
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Debra Medina 

The Comptroller is the chief financial officer of Texas, 

accounting for all the funds the state needs to handle the 

business of Texas.  Whether that’s collecting revenue, paying 

the bills, or making financial projections, Texans elect a 

Comptroller who is independent of the Governor’s office as 

well as the legislature.  The Comptroller also provides 

information and assistance to taxpayers in complying with the 

tax law, and manages investments for Texans, like the Texas 

Tomorrow Fund.   

Nearly everyone in Texas is affected by the office, either 

directly or indirectly.  Business owners need good, dependable 

information on the amount of taxes they owe, and a clear 

understanding of how the law applies to their businesses.  The 

legislature needs accurate and timely revenue projections for 

the budget process, and knowledge of the financial impact of 

the bills they pass.  All Texans need good stewardship and 

management of state investment funds, and a state business tax 

climate that is both fair and encourages growth and prosperity. 

A good Comptroller will be FAIR: 

The Comptroller should work hard to create a level playing 

field in Texas for ALL businesses, and provide information and 

guidance to each business, whether large or small.  Rather than 

use the tax code as a reward or punishment, the Comptroller 

should be committed to collecting everything that is due, but 

ONLY what is due, and making it easy and convenient for 

businesses to handle their business with the state.  Providing 

more and better information to businesses means they can spend 

less time dealing with paperwork and more time tending to their 

business. 

A good Comptroller will be ACCURATE: 

In Texas’ last two budget cycles, the predictions from the 

Comptroller’s office varied widely.  Texans were told there was 

large budget deficit requiring drastic cuts; then two years later, 

they were told there was a massive budget surplus.  Legislators 

were caught by surprise each time, and scrambled to deal with 

numbers they were not prepared for.  More frequent updates to 

the legislature would have allowed the members to plan their 

legislative sessions with better information, and avoided some 

of the ‘budget crisis’ caused by the uncertainty.   

A good Comptroller will be TRUSTWORTHY: 

With such a large and important job, Texans need a Comptroller 

they can trust to promote sound and fiscally responsible policies 

and practices in Texas.   Every candidate in the Comptroller 

race has a public record, and a history they can be judged on.  

Whether that’s a legislative scorecard from a conservative 

organization, or a history of advocacy and activism; each 

candidate’s history tells Texans what they will do in the future. 

Texans must examine the records and decide which candidate 

they trust to handle the fourteenth largest economy in the world.   

For more information visit www.medinafortexas.com. 
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Sid Miller – Commissioner of Agriculture 
Sid Miller is a former vocational agriculture teacher, and a 

world champion cowboy who just won his 9th world title. Sid 

served as the Chairman of the Texas House Agriculture and 

Livestock Committee which oversees the Texas Department of 

Agriculture. Because of his extensive knowledge and work in 

agriculture, Miller was chosen to work directly with the Texas 

Agriculture Commissioner as a member of the Agriculture 

Policy Board. He is a lifetime member of the Houston 

Livestock Show and Rodeo and a former Farm Bureau Director. 

He will hit the ground running as our next Texas Agriculture 

Commissioner with no need for on-the-job training. Eight-time 

World Champion Cowboy Joe Beaver and 14-time World 

Champion Horseman David Riddle serve as Co-Chairs of Sid’s 

Campaign. 

 

He is also A+ rated by both the NRA and the Texas State Rifle 

Association and has earned their endorsement in every race he’s 

run. As the Chairman of the “gun committee” in the Texas 

House of Representatives—the Committee on Homeland 

Security and Public Safety—Sid helped lead the fight to protect 

the rights of gun owners. He is endorsed by NRA National 

Board Member and 2nd Amendment Defender Ted Nugent, 

who also serves as Miller’s Campaign Treasurer and State Co-

Chair. 

 

In fact, he never received less than an “A” rating in six 

legislative terms from this taxpayer watchdog group. He was 

named a CHAMPION FOR FREE ENTERPRISE by the 

TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF BUSINESS and was consistently 

“A RATED” by CITIZENS FOR A SOUND ECONOMY. He 

signed the AMERICANS FOR TAX REFORM TAXPAYERS 

PROTECTION PLEDGE in 2000 and has not once broken that 

pledge. 

 

David Watts – Commisioner of the General 

Land Office 
David Watts, his wife and their three children, have lived in the 

Longview, TX area for the past fifteen years. As a child, David 

grew up in the Houston area. David is a respected business 

leader with more than 22 years of real-world business expertise. 

David specializes in technology, business, and human capital 

management consulting and has led projects for large 

organizations across the U.S. as well as Europe and Japan. 

 

David will bring his business expertise and his authentic 

conservative values to the work of the Texas Land 

Commissioner. The office is too important to allow it to be 

filled with a place-holder politician seeking to perpetuate a 

family dynasty. 

 

David believes we must champion solutions which limit 

government and maximize individual liberty. David intends to 

work with the legislature to build a framework to restore 

custodianship of the Alamo to the Daughters of the Republic of 

Texas. The decision a few years ago to strip the DRT of 

custodianship was a mistake. David also opposes efforts to 

designate the Alamo and other mission sites as U.N. World 

Heritage sites. This needlessly opens the door to U.N. influence. 

David has said, “There are no problems at the Alamo that 

require the U.N.’s help. There are no problems at the Alamo 

that Texans can’t solve on their own.” 

 

David intends to work with the legislature to combine the work 

of the Veterans Land Board (chaired by the Texas Land 

Commissioner) with the work of the Texas Veterans 

Commission, while keeping the new organization reporting 

directly to the directly elected Texas Land Commissioner. This 

will let us better serve our veterans and remain exceedingly 

accountable to the voters. 

 

Finally, David seeks to refocus education funding on the needs 

of Texas children. The 1982 Supreme Court Decision (Plyer v. 

Doe) requires that states provide a tax-payer funded education 

for non-citizen children of illegal immigrants. This costs Texas 

taxpayer at least $1 billion annually. David will lead the charge 

to educate and persuade the legislature to refocus education 

funding on Texas children. David will then partner with the 

Texas Attorney General to fight this back to the Supreme Court 

and overturn Plyler v. Doe. 

 

Sid Miller David Watts 
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Throughout his time in the legislature, Wayne Christian was ranked 

not only consistently conservative, but literally as the most 

conservative legislator in Texas. Serving as President of the Texas 

Conservative Coalition and dubbed by many as the “General” of the 

Texas Tea Party, Christian provided valuable leadership that led to 

many of the victories that have made Texas so great. As a statesman, 

Christian didn’t just vote right; he led the fight and always pushed for 

more. When some thought the fight for unborn life was over,  

 

Wayne Christian pushed harder and authored an amendment to 

prohibit tax-payer funded abortions. When others thought the Trans 

Texas Corridor could not be stopped, he led the charge and protected 

Texas landowners. Whatever the issue, fiscal or moral, Wayne 

Christian has and will continue to stand for conservative values and 

fight hard to preserve the Texas way of life.  

 

A fourth generation East Texan, Wayne Christian grew up in the 

small town of Tenaha, Texas. After attending public school in the 

Tenaha Independent School District, Wayne graduated as 

valedictorian from Tenaha High School in 1969. His college years 

were spent at Stephen F. Austin State University in Nacogdoches, 

Texas, where he graduated with a BBA in General Business with a 

minor in Marketing in 1973. Two years later, Wayne married the 

beautiful Lisa Lemoine, of Shelbyville, Texas. Together they have 

three daughters – Liza, Lindsey, and Lauren. 

 

He and Lisa are members of the First Baptist Church in Center, 

where he has served as a member of the Texas Baptist Men’s 

Laity Board. Wayne also serves as a member of the Board of 

Directors of the Shelby County Senior Citizen Corporation of 

Texas. 
 

Attorney General – Dual Recommendation 

 

Barry Smitherman 
Barry Smitherman won statewide election to the Railroad 

Commission of Texas in November 2012 with 74% of the 

vote.  He was previously appointed by Governor Rick Perry to 

the Commission in July 2011.  His leadership has helped grow 

the booming Texas energy industry. 
 

Barry is a licensed attorney who served as a prosecutor in the Harris 

County District Attorney’s Office.  As a prosecutor, Smitherman 

focused on keeping families safe by specializing in prosecuting 

family assaults and drunk driving cases. 

 

Ken Paxton 
The son of an Air Force veteran, Republican Texas State Senator Ken 

Paxton has consistently been recognized as a conservative, stalwart 

Texas leader with a deep passion and respect for our U.S. 

Constitution. He is known for his principled and uncompromising 

devotion to conservative principles – a man who has demonstrated 

enormous political courage throughout his service to Texas. 

 

Ken Paxton was first elected in 2002 as a State Representative in 

House District 70, and served in the Texas House of Representatives 

for 10 years prior to being elected to represent Texas Senate District 8 

in 2012. Underscoring the strong support he enjoys in his district, 

Paxton ran unopposed for the Republican nomination for State 

Senate. His district includes the majority of Collin County and a 

portion of Dallas County. 

Wayne Christian  
Railroad Commission 

 

Wayne Christian has fought 

the EPA from Al Gore to 

Obama and brings to the 

table two decades of fighting 

for conservative causes and 

winning. As your next 

Railroad Commissioner, he 

will use his experience as 

both a legislator and  a 

businessman to ensure the 

“Texas Miracle” is alive for 

generations to come. Barry Smitherman Ken Paxton 



Texas House District 129 
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Mary Huls 
Mary, a longtime resident of Friendswood, is married to Dale 

Huls. She is a mother of two and a grandmother of five. Mary’s 

political views are inseparable from her family life. Mary grew 

up in a family of five with two loving parents, who always 

taught her that achievement requires hard work and dedication. 

Life was sometimes a challenge, as it is for all of us, but the 

love and support of God and family served as bedrock for 

Mary. Whenever government overspends and enacts growth-

stifling regulations, it is our families — our children — that pay 

the price in the long-run. As District 129′s representative, Mary 

will stand for personal responsibility and accountability…the 

very values that make our families strong and set up our 

children for success. 

 

Mary is a fiscal and pro-family conservative. She has spent the 

last few years fighting to bring new ideas and new 

representation to Austin. Mary has represented conservative 

grassroots principles by lobbying in Austin and organizing pro-

liberty rallies throughout the state over the last five years. As 

Chairman of the CLTP, Mary helped expose the IRS abuses on 

tea parties across the nation. She produced the actual IRS letter 

and subsequent questions that were directed to the CLTP and 

facilitated the CLTP’s joining of a major lawsuit against the 

IRS which is currently being litigated. During the 2012 

primaries, Mary served in key volunteer roles for Ted Cruz and 

for Rick Santorum. After the primary, Mary went to Ohio to 

work for the Romney-Ryan campaign. Mary is a lifetime NRA 

member, a former county coordinator for True the Vote, and a 

life member of the Clear Lake Area Republicans. 

 

Mary says, “I am running for the opportunity to ensure Texas 

enjoys a healthy, vigorous, growing economy that provides 

equal opportunity for all Texans.  I believe in the “Texas 

Miracle.”  The true “Texas Miracle,” the one started in 1836 

when Texans defeated the Mexican Federal government.  This 

miracle shaped the Texas spirit of self-reliance, perseverance, 

and independence.  I want that “miracle” to continue for Texas.  

It’s what makes us special among the other States.  We know 

through our own history of sacrifice and struggle that our 

Government has no power except that granted by the people.  

As your Representative, I will look to stop the growth of 

government in Austin which has grown beyond its means and 

responsibilities. I am not running to pander to special interests 

inside HD-129.  I am running as a “Representative” FROM 129 
 

to serve in the Texas State Legislature for the good of ALL 

Texans.  Ensuring that Texas remains free and prosperous will 

ensure that our district will remain free and prosperous.” 

 

Mary and Dale are members of the First Baptist Church of 

Seabrook where Mary serves as the church’s treasurer. Mary’s 

faith greatly influences her political principles from protecting 

the sanctity of all life, to empowering individuals to prosper 

from their hard work, to ensuring that government always 

respects our unalienable rights as coming from God.  

 

Mary studied behavioral science at National Louis University. 

For over twenty-five years, she worked as a senior financial 

analyst at Emory University and at the University of Texas 

Medical Center before retiring.  

 

For more information about Mary Huls, please visit at 

www.maryhuls.com. 
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Paul Simpson 

A lawyer and engineer by profession, Paul's lifelong passion 

has been conservative political activism.  A pro-life 

conservative, Paul has been a Republican political leader since 

he was in high school. Growing up in and near New Orleans, 

Paul joined the Louisiana Teen-Age Republicans at age 

thirteen, and was elected state chair by the time he was sixteen. 

After being named National Outstanding Teen-Age Republican, 

Paul came to Houston to attend Rice University, where he was 

active in student government and chaired the Young 

Republicans. Paul’s summer jobs (besides construction and 

offshore oil field work) included working for a national 

conservative organization in recruiting and mobilizing young 

people for conservative Republican congressional campaigns in 

Michigan and Iowa. 

After graduating from Rice with degrees in history and 

engineering, Paul went to work as an engineer in the oil 

industry.  He designed and oversaw drilling and producing 

wells in different areas of the country and offshore, supervised 

engineering teams, and managed multi-million-dollar projects 

constructing and installing onshore and offshore platforms, 

facilities, and pipelines 

While working full-time in the oil and gas business, Paul put 

himself through law school at night, graduating with honors 

from the University of Houston law school.  A licensed 

engineer and patent lawyer, Paul’s law practice primarily 

involves oil and gas disputes and transactions. He has been a 

partner with the law firm of McGinnis, Lochridge & Kilgore 

since 2001. 

Paul has been an adult Scout leader since the 1990s and was 

Committee Chair of Boy Scout Troop 505 from 2006 to 2013. 

Paul was also member, then 2006-07 President, of the Pastoral 

Council of the 4,000-family St. Vincent dePaul Catholic Church 

in Houston, where he also serves as a Lector. Paul is also in his 

fourth year of serving on the Board of Incarnate Word 

Academy in Houston. 

Paul and his wife Kathy have been married over 28 years. Their 

son, a recent college graduate, and daughter, a college senior, 

are both Houston natives and proud Republicans! 
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Michelle Hatmaker – Galveston County Judge 

 
Michelle Hatmaker is proud to have the recommendation of the 

Clear Lake Tea Party, staunch conservatives like Galveston 

County Tax-Assessor Collector Cheryl Johnson and Constable 

Jimmy Fullen, as well as scores of grassroots conservatives 

throughout Galveston County. 

 

Galveston County is where Michelle raised her children, started 

a business, and attends church.  She lives in League City and 

has offices on Galveston Island. 

 

Hatmaker is a limited government fiscal conservative that 

believes government should be of the people and by the people.  

Like you, Michelle grew tired of watching our taxes increase 

while personal liberties decreased.  She opposed the Galveston 

County government takeover of private property like Rollover 

Pass, which she believes was a clear violation of the Fifth 

Amendment to the United States Constitution.  Michelle knows 

it is time for us to take a stand and protect the Constitution. 

 

Truth In Budgeting:  As County Judge, Michelle Hatmaker 

will put the county checkbook online so citizens know exactly 

how their tax dollars are being spent.  No more budget 

gimmicks.  You have a right to know the truth!  

 

Security First:  As County Judge, Michelle Hatmaker knows 

that the government’s first responsibility is to protect the 

people.  Sadly, our law enforcement routinely lacks the 

necessary equipment and resources to fully protect our citizens. 

You have a right to feel safe! 

 

Protect Private Property:  As County Judge, Michelle 

Hatmaker will oppose efforts of the Galveston County 

Commissioner’s Court to engage in a government takeover of 

private property.   You have a right to your land! 

 

Jack Roady – Galveston County District Attorney 

 
Jack Roady oversees a busy, dedicated staff of more than 70 at 

the District Attorney’s Office , including 41 full-time 

prosecutors. Roady’s vision for the Office is to seek justice -- to 

do what’s right -- in every case. This has resulted in higher 

conviction rates, lower dismissal rates, and higher prosecutor 

morale.   

 

Roady believes that public officials are not above the law and 

must be held accountable for their actions like everyone else. 

He established Galveston County’s first Public Integrity Section 

to investigate and prosecute offenses committed by public 

servants. He held those in authority accountable for their 

actions regardless of their position, political influence or party 

affiliation.     

 

Roady knows the District Attorney must have the courage to 

seek the death penalty in the most heinous cases. In his first 

year, his prosecutors convicted and sentenced Travis Mullis to 

death for the sexual assault and murder of Mullis’ infant son in 

Galveston County’s first death penalty case since the 1990’s.  

 

Roady helped establish the first Veterans Treatment Court and 

the first Drug Court in Galveston County. He has increased 

cooperation among law enforcement and other prosecutors’ 

offices across the state, saving taxpayer dollars through 

cooperative special prosecution agreements. He expanded the 

No Refusal Program through grant funding and remains 

committed to aggressively prosecuting drunk drivers to make 

Galveston County a safer place, both for visitors and residents. 

 

As a Christian, Jack believes that integrity and honesty are 

critical to seeking justice.  He has earned a reputation for 

fairness, courtesy and respect to all.   A Galveston County 

resident for more than 20 years, Roady serves on the Boards of 

Directors for West Galveston County Interfaith Caring 

Ministries, the Crisis Pregnancy and Support Center of Texas 

City, and the Advocacy Center for Children. He is a member of 

the Santa Fe Lions Club and the Galveston Rotary Club. Roady 

is a frequent speaker at Citizens Police Academies and other 

community and faith-based organizations. Jack Roady and his 

wife Nisha recently celebrated 20 years of marriage and have 

four wonderful teenaged children, all of whom attend Calvary 

Chapel in Friendswood. They live on a family homestead in 

Santa Fe in a home built in 1903, where they’ve raised a variety 

of farm animals over the years. 

 

Michelle Hatmaker Jack Roady 
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Bret Griffin – 212
th

 District Court 

Bret was born at UTMB where his father was a physician. His 

father continues to practice medicine to his day. Bret has been a 

Galveston County native his entire life.  In 6th grade, Bret met 

his childhood sweetheart, Peree. Both graduated from Clear 

Lake High School. Attending both The University of St. 

Thomas and University of Tulsa School of Law, they married 

and have two children, Jordan and John Paul.  

 

While Bret was practicing at Galveston County District 

Attorney's office, he was Chief Prosecutor of the Misdemeanor 

Division and later, Chief of the 56th District Court. After trying 

high profile murder and sexual assault cases, Bret now 

practices in his private firm, Bret Griffin, PC.  

 

The right to a fair trial is something that most people take for 

granted. However, it took a long time for this right to be 

established, and if you were to take a look at the history of how 

innocence or guilt was established in the past, it would give you 

a renewed appreciation for our current justice systems and the 

laws that are put in place to protect those who are accused of 

crimes. 

 

 

Gov. Perry Appoints Griffin as Judge 

of 212th Judicial District Court 

Gov. Rick Perry has appointed Bret Griffin of Friendswood as 

judge of the 212th Judicial District Court in Galveston County 

for a term to expire at the next general election. 

Griffin is an attorney in private practice. He is a former 

assistant district attorney for Galveston County and a member 

of the State Bar of Texas. 

Griffin received a bachelor's degree from the University of St. 

Thomas and a law degree from the University of Tulsa College 

of Law. 

 

Wilfred Schmitz – 306
th

 District Court 

A family court judge makes difficult decisions every day. To 

facilitate the judge’s understanding of the issues between the 

parties, the judge may order the parties and the child to undergo 

psychological evaluations, or order the parties to utilize 

parenting coordinators, parenting facilitators, guardian ad 

litems, attorney ad litems and amicus attorneys. The Court may 

even order the parties to take anger management classes as well 

as additional parenting classes. 

 

There are no right or wrong answers when it comes to 

minimizing disruption for a child of divorcing parents. A family 

law judge must be firm and at the same time compassionate in 

their rulings, always considering what is in the best interest of 

the child. Some judges, no matter the situation, apply the same 

cookie cutter approach to all custody disputes. I believe family 

dynamics are as varied as the individual personalities involved, 

and that’s why I don’t believe one answer fits all situations. I 

believe a judge should tailor each custody order to properly fit 

the family dynamics within the boundaries of the law. 

 

I have been practicing family law for nearly 30 years, and I am 

the only candidate who is Board Certified in Family Law by the 

Texas Board of Legal Specialization. Only 1 percent of all 

attorneys in the State of Texas have met the qualifications to 

become Board Certified in Family Law by the Texas Board of 

Legal Specialization. 

 

I will bring to the Court, not only my competency as a family 

law attorney, but also my integrity. If elected, I will never 

forget that the decisions I make will affect people for the rest of 

their lives. I understand that as a judge I may divorce parents 

legally, but the parties will always be tied emotionally as 

parents of their child and someday, possibly, as grandparents. 

 

Bret Griffin Wilfred Schmitz 
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D.J. Alvarez 
 

My name is D.J. Alvarez and I'm asking for your support to be 

your next Republican Candidate for Galveston County 

Republican Chairman. I am a 25 year Galveston County law 

enforcement veteran and experienced career law enforcement 

administrator. I am also a native Texan, and lifelong resident of 

Galveston County. 

 

The calls for change come after a painful 2012 election in 

which the GOP lost the presidential race. Our party must 

promote diversity if we are to win elections on the local, state, 

and national level. This is the message that both the State and 

National Republican Committee Leaders are sending out. As 

your party chair, I will work tirelessly to promote diversity in 

every area of our Party. 

 

Too many times, we as Republicans, tend to distant ourselves 

from Conservative groups such as Tea Partiers, Christian 

Coalition leaders, National Security Conservatives, and Fiscal 

Conservatives. These groups have more that binds them than 

separates them. I will work to forge relationships to bring the 

different coalitions together to make our Party stronger since 

there is strength in numbers. 

 

To ensure efforts are ran efficient and successful we need 

money to accomplish our goals. Fund raising will be a priority 

so that our Party can have the resources to beat the Democrats 

in Galveston County, and all the way Washington DC! Coupled 

with the need to raise money is the need to raise awareness that 

our beloved GOP is a party that invites all who share our core 

values and principles. Unfortunately, in Galveston County, we 

have failed in that endeavor and have limited our outreach. 

It is my commitment to you to provide the leadership, unity and 

much needed tools that we can utilize to ensure our party’s 

success in 2014 and beyond. 
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Alison Cox – Galveston County 

Justice of the Peace Pct. 1 

This upcoming March 4, 2014, you have the opportunity to 

make a difference in our communities as well as for our 

students.   For too long, the Office of The Justice of the Peace 

has been a part-time "hobby" when the needs of our area 

demand a full time Justice.  

 

A true fiscal conservative who demands that the taxpayer's 

dollar be utilized to its fullest, I will look for ways to streamline 

the processes of the Office in order to provide relief to our 

County budget. I will also seek to find new ways of bringing in 

revenue without burdening the already overloaded system. 

 

It is my commitment to you to ensure swift disposition of cases 

and minimized disruption for taxpayers and litigants. 

 

As a public school teacher, I recognize that truancy is a 

problem in our County. It is my plan to establish a truancy 

program that will work with the community to provide 

incentives for progress and recognition of exemplary students. 

David Bradley – State Board 

of Education, District 7 

 
Often called the leader of the conservatives on the State Board 
of Education (SBOE), David Bradley has represented our 
shared values for many years.  David’s decision to run for the 
SBOE came after hearing about Larry Maxwell v. Pasadena 
ISD.  School administrators had told Mr. Maxwell that he could 
not see the ‘social engineering’ test that had been administered 
to his child. The test asked about who lived in their home, how 
much money he made, how many vehicles they owned, etc. 
Larry Maxwell won his lawsuit, but the school district and the 
then SBOE appealed the decision, stating in their brief that 
“parents do not have the fundamental right to direct the 
education of their children.” That got David’s attention.   
 
Since then, David Bradley has worked tirelessly for parents, 
students and taxpayers, volunteering his time in this nonpaying 
position. David Bradley knows that athletic monuments, higher 
administrative salaries and higher taxes will not correct the ills 
of local public education.  Just like us, David supports actually 
holding people accountable for their actions.  And as a private 
citizen, he has been very vocal in that regard.  
 
At the state level, David Bradley has been fighting for sound 
fiscal management of taxpayer funds.  David also fought for a 
return to basics and having students memorize the 
multiplication tables.  He has taken bold stances against 
revisionist history and the “workforce ready” worker-bee 
mentality of Hillary Clinton’s federal School-to-Work initiatives.   
 
David currently serves on the Permanent School Fund (PSF) 
Committee, protection of which is the SBOE’s only 
constitutionally-mandated function.  David Bradley represents 
1.7 million constituents in Southeast Texas:  Brazoria, 
Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Hardin, Jasper, Jefferson, 
Liberty, Newton, Orange, Sabine, San Augustine, and Tyler 
Counties. 

 

Alison Cox David Bradley 
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Pay to Play in the Galveston County GOP 
By D.J. Alvarez 

 

Recently, the Galveston County Republican Party Chairman 

emailed an invitation to each Republican candidate on the ballot 

to place an ad in the 2014 Galveston County Republican Voter 

Guide.  Here is the catch… each candidate is required to pay 

between $1000-$2000. Many candidates spend time fundraising 

from family and friends to support their campaign. It is not 

easy. 

 

Unfortunately, the Galveston County Republican Party 

Chairman has decided the Voter Guide is a pay to play service - 

just like the extortion techniques used in Chicago-Style Politics. 

 

The role of the Galveston County Republican Party is to 

promote all candidates and refrain from directly or indirectly 

endorsing candidates in a contested primary. 

 

And, the role of the Galveston County GOP Chairman is to 

raise the necessary financial resources that benefits all 

Republicans on the ballot. If the Galveston County Republican 

Party can't stand on its own two feet financially without having 

to rely on the candidates - the ones who actually raise the 

money - then it is time for change. 

 

We must demand fiscal conservatism from our elected officials 

and also from our county party. With proper planning, the Voter 

Guide could have been included in the Annual Chairman's 

Report recently mailed out and would have saved the Galveston 

County Republican Party over $15,000 - money that can 

support our GOP candidates in November. 

 

If you believe that the status-quo has got it right, then I am not 

the candidate for you. But, if you believe our county party can 

be more responsible with its finances, then I hope I can count 

on you. 

 

I'm DJ Alvarez. I'm running to be your next Chairman of the 

Galveston County Republican Party 

 

Border Security – Seeking the Truth 
By Mary Huls 

 

Today’s headlines are filled with elected officials and 

politicians from both parties expressing the need to “fix” illegal 

immigration. One side says “we do not have control of our 

southern border” while the other says “our borders are more 

secure than ever.” The federal government asserts its authority 

over the borders and claims it is rigorously enforcing our 

federal immigration laws. Yet, there are alarming accounts from 

those who live and work on the border – citizens who are 

fighting to protect their lives and their property while struggling 

with the enormous local economic burdens of illegal 

immigration. What is the truth? As a grassroots activist and 

candidate for the Texas House District 129, I wanted to find out 

for myself what is truly happening on our border. 

 

My interest in the border began during my annual church 

mission trips to Falfurrias, TX each summer. During these trips, 

I experienced my first border checkpoint (70 miles inside the 

Texas border). It was here that I noticed paths through and 

ladders over fences on private ranches marked with tied up 

shirts and bottles. This past summer, I had the opportunity to 

speak with the local citizens about the devastating impact to 

their property from illegal immigration. These Texans shared 

how they left their property during the day for safety and how 

they left their doors and windows unlocked, because it is 

cheaper to replace the food and clothing than to replace doors 

and windows on a daily basis. These citizens shared their fear 

of their children playing outside or being home alone. One told 

me of needing to move off his property after living there for 

five generations. Consequently, local population and property 

values have fallen significantly. Hearing such first-hand 

accounts did not seem to correspond to the “immigration” 

debate the news media and our elected leaders feature. 

 

In 2012, I witnessed how the Republican Party of Texas (RPT) 

Convention forced through a plank to the RPT platform that 

weakened the Republican stance against illegal aliens by calling 

for “the Texas Solution” (i.e. amnesty combined with a “guest 

worker program”). This was pushed for by the likes of Jerry 

Patterson, Todd Staples, and businessmen David Weekly, H.E. 

Butts, and Norm Adams to name a few. Like many others this 

year, I watched the “Gang of 8” successfully push for 

comprehensive immigration reform in the Senate through 

backdoor wheeling and dealing, and rumors are the House will  

…continued on page 17 
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compromise. While our nation’s veterans were being denied 

entrance to our national monuments and memorials during the 

Government “shutdown,” the Administration allowed an 

amnesty protest on the Washington Mall. And, while President 

Obama could not attend the 150th anniversary of the Gettysburg 

Address or attend Thanksgiving with our troops, he did sit 

down with hunger strikers protesting the immigration laws that 

he was sworn to uphold and enforce. 

 

During the 2010 RPT Convention, I visited a table manned by 

the Texas Border Volunteers (TBV) and talked with them about 

the border. The mission of the TBV is to assist law enforcement 

officials with securing the border, to uphold the rule of law, and 

to educate the general public about immigration issues. TBV 

does not use the terms “illegal alien” or “undocumented 

immigrant”; TBV works diligently to identify “criminal 

trespasser” (CTs) in order to provide valid information to the 

U.S. Border Patrol. As a candidate for the Texas House of 

Representatives, I believe that elected officials must govern 

from firsthand knowledge as much as possible, so I recently 

contacted TBV and asked for permission to attend a “watch”. I 

also asked Heidi Thiess, League City Councilwomen, 

RagingElephantsRadio.com talk-show host, and conservative 

activist to observe the impact of illegal immigration on the 

Texas border as well. 

 

My “watch” day started Saturday at noon with introductions 

and lunch at the ranch. The members of TBV are welcoming 

and good-natured, but are dedicated to the organization’s 

mission as well-disciplined and trained volunteers. After pre-

mission activities and training, our group came together receive 

post positions, team assignments, and equipment. 

 

Before preparing for our “watch,” TBV volunteers showed me 

photographs of “criminal trespassers” and of skeletal remains 

and bodies that had been found. I had seen some of these photos 

on the internet before, but talking with the man whose ranch 

many of these bodies were found on made this crisis much more 

real to me. The ranch owner told of the many politicians, who 

had come to Falfurrias to talk, listen and take photographs. He 

makes trips to Austin and D.C. to testify in hearings. He told me 

stories of skeletal remains his dogs had uncovered within close 

proximity of his family’s home. It is hard to imagine living that 

reality every day and night: the constant fear, the required 

situational awareness, the security measures, and the damage to 

fences and property. But, this Texas rancher was  determined  to 

make a difference and helped found Texas Border Volunteers to 

assist the Border Patrol (BP) in apprehending the CTs 

devastating his and many other ranchers’ properties in Brooks 

County. 

 

Now it was time to load up and head out to my post. Our four 

man team in the East group included Heidi, TBV President 

Tom, and TBV Executive Vice President Jim. The early hours 

of the watch afforded time for Heidi and I to get a handle on the 

equipment, get our position situated, and settle in for a long 

night of scanning the horizon for CTs. 

 

Eventually, we heard chatter that 19 CTs were spotted south of 

my post with one or two CTs possibly carrying large packs 

which often means drugs. In order to prevent a confrontation, 

the CTs were then “lit-up” with search lights as they 

approached a hidden TBV team. Once the lights went on, I 

intently searched the bush for movement. I assumed that once 

they scattered, they’d move into my post position. It wasn’t 

long before I spotted four CTs who moved around a small herd 

of cattle. TBV works diligently to identify CTs so that when a 

call is made to the Border Patrol, it is a valid call, and this was 

no exception. I followed the CTs as they moved closer to my 

position, always moving north toward a small patch of trees. 

Once in the tree line, we lost track so I continued scanning the 

motte and to the north, expecting movement exiting the trees. 

Heidi and Jim spotted another four CTs approaching from the 

east. After a few minutes of verification, we knew there were 

eight CTs and not just the same four I had spotted earlier. 

Quickly another group of six were spotted further northeast. 

 

As the CTs moved north, the next post picked them up, and lit 

them up as the CTs approached them. Border Patrol had been 

called when the group was originally spotted and arrived in 

time to apprehend three of the four CTs I had seen. Our team 

was then called in by the Border Patrol to help secure the 

perimeter and assist in looking for the fourth CT. We did not 

find him. Later, air support located two more southeast of our 

position, and the Border Patrol apprehended them. It’s not 

known which group they were from. 

While returning to base at the end of the watch, we spotted 

movement of three figures crossing the road in front of us. The 

figures bolted, and we were not able to track them even with the 

additional teams travelling with us. 
 

…continued on Page 18 
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The return to base included a flurry of checking in equipment, 

debriefing, and following up with Border Patrol. Then the radio 

came to life from the western teams. A myriad of reports were 

flooding in. Nineteen CTs, including Chinese nationals, were 

on the ground at a rescue beacon, and five more were spotted 

along the fence. Border Patrol reported an additional five. I did 

not hear a final confirmation of the number apprehended, but 

the last count I had was 8 from the east and 23 from the west. 

The west tally included a significant number of Chinese 

citizens. 

 

After the night’s watch had come to an end, everyone gathered 

to share stories and cold drinks. The camaraderie is 

unmistakable. The members of TBV have a genuine respect for 

and appreciation of each other. They come to south Texas from 

several states and from counties within Texas to donate their 

time for a cause for which they are dedicated to. These are 

dedicated volunteers in the largest sense of the word. No one 

pays their way. Everyone understands that this is not fun and 

games. They put their lives and families on hold to give of their 

time to protect our country and her citizens. 

 

As my participation with the TBV came to an end, I gained a 

new insight into some of the problems facing Texas owing to 

an unsecure border. I learned that while sanctuary cities in 

Texas are compounding local debt problems by burdening 

schools, cities, hospitals, and law enforcement, they also impact 

our cities with human trafficking, drug smuggling, and 

international gangs. Most of the media coverage has centered 

on “undocumented immigrants” (the legal term is “illegal 

aliens”) doing jobs that Americans won’t do. But less than 40% 

of those crossing our southern border are actually Mexicans 

coming here for a better life. Actually, the number of Mexican 

nationals crossing our border is declining , yet the numbers of 

illegals crossing has more than doubled in the last two years. 

 

I learned that border security is not about people seeking the 

American dream or even a better life for their families back 

home. There is an astounding amount of human trafficking and 

smuggling for the sex trade and child porn industry that is 

funneled directly up from Falfurrias to Houston. Texans cannot 

remain complicit and ill-informed about this disgraceful and 

despicable activity happening within our borders. Among some 

of the items recovered in Brooks County, were an Urdu 

dictionary written for Pakistani CTs and a discarded military 

style cap manufactured in the Middle East. Americans 

concerned about illegal immigration isn’t about being racist 

 

or uncompassionate to those seeking freedom. This is about 

really bad people wanting to come here to do harm to 

Americans. Of note, Arabic people are learning Spanish to pass 

as “Hispanic” while attempting border crossings. Estimates are 

that 60% of Texas border violators are “other than Mexicans” 

(OTMs). 

I was also very surprised to discover that many illegal aliens are 

Asians – particularly Chinese – flooding into Texas and other 

border states. In fact, there are so many Chinese that the feds 

have added Mandarin to the language on Border Patrol rescue 

beacons located near border checkpoints. 

The Texas legislature’s inaction on illegal immigration is one of 

the examples of how many of our elected officials have failed 

the citizens of Texas. Many good bills have been filed in the 

last two sessions, and none made their way through the 

committee process notably many in the Calendars Committee 

where “good bills go to die”. As a grassroots activist, I 

personally lobbied our legislature to pass many of these bills, 

such as a cost analysis bill that would have required state 

agencies to determine the cost of illegals on the Texas 

taxpayers; a bill to ban Sharia law in the courts in Texas, and a 

bill to ban sanctuary cities. Disappointedly, Austin continues to 

defer to the federal government, while knowing the feds will 

not uphold the rule of law. The Brooks County Sheriff’s 

Department’s funding has been cut 20% in the last few years, 

and they have taken a +3% cut in pay. There is only a sheriff 

and four deputies to cover 944 square miles that includes two 

border checkpoints. Border Patrol runs the check points, but the 

county officials are responsible for all the rest. 

The federal government does not care. While there is federal 

assistance for Texas counties on the actual border, there is 

nothing for those Texas counties, such as Brooks, that are 

located one county over from the border. It is there where 

people die of thirst, where desperation turns to crime, and 

where many federal checkpoints are located. Austin says this is 

a federal responsibility – I agree, but when the feds won’t 

uphold their constitutional duty to protect our citizens; Texans 

must act. As a case in point, during the period of September 15 

thru October 4, 2013, the Texas Department of Public Safety 

(DPS) executed “Operation Strong Safety .” During this three 

week period, DPS set out to show that the border can be 

secured, and they succeeded. TBV estimates a reduction in 

traffic of eighty-ninety percent. With the will to prioritize and 

address the problem, Texas can take care of Texans.  
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Harris County Voters 
The most up to date list of early voting polling locations, 

election day polling locations and sample ballots may be 

found at:   http://www.harrisvotes.org 

  

Please remember that on election day in Harris County, voters 

will need to go to a specific polling location. 

Galveston County Voters 
The most up to date list of early voting polling locations, 

election day polling locations and sample ballots may be 

found at:   http://www.galvestonvotes.org 

  

Please remember that on election day you can go to any of the 

election day polling locations, whichever is most convenient 

for you.  We no longer have precinct-specific voting in 

Galveston County. 

  



 
CUT OUT AND SHARE WITH YOUR NEIGHBORS, FRIENDS AND FAMILY! 


