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Colbeck Files for Re-Election to State Senate 
Submits signatures from across the district in strong showing of support 

 

(Canton, MI) -- State Senator Patrick Colbeck (R) has officially filed for re-election, submitting 
signatures to the Wayne County Clerk’s office to have his name placed on the ballot for the 
2014 election for the Michigan 7th State Senate District. Colbeck was first elected to represent 
the 7th District in the Senate in 2010.  The new 7th State Senate District adds the communities of 
Livonia and Wayne to the current communities of Canton Township, Plymouth, Plymouth 
Township, Northville, and Northville Township. 
 
“When I ran for the Senate in 2010, our state was not in great shape,” Colbeck said. “Michigan 
was the only state in the nation to have lost population during the 2010 census.  Families were 
being split up as our youth were seeking employment and raising their families in other states.  
 

“After only three years, I’m pleased to report that Michigan is coming back.  Not only is our 
state growing again, we are well on our way to achieving my 2010 campaign goal of our state 
becoming the #1 job growth state in the nation after years of decline.  We have added over 
250,000 jobs since January 2011.  After decades of decline, Michigan now has the 4th fastest 
private sector job growth ranking in the nation and 9th fastest growth in per capita income.  In 
fact, there are over 73,000 job openings posted at mitalentconnect.org right now.  Over 17,000 
of these job openings are within a short commute of our homes in the 7th Senate District (See 
“Jobs Near You” at www.SenatorPatrickColbeck.com).” 
 

In addition to a high unemployment rate, our state was left with crumbling and hazardous 
roads.  After years of struggling to find federal funds to solve the safety and congestion issues 
at the Ford/I-275 interchange, Colbeck secured state funding last year to kick off a solution to 
this problem.  Since then, Michigan’s poor roads have been made worse by a difficult winter.  
While the state has committed a portion of the surplus dollars for pothole patching, the 
Senator has focused much of his efforts on finding long-term solutions to our state’s ongoing 
road funding problems. He has developed a plan to fully fund our roads without raising taxes, 
thus eliminating the need for constant quick fixes (See “Road Funding Plan” at 
www.SenatorPatrickColbeck.com).  
 

(more) 
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“We need to go beyond just the quick fixes that happen during election years and instead put in 
place a solution that will ensure Michigan has a system of quality roads that last,” Colbeck said. 
“Road construction should not be a jobs program that places ever increasing burdens upon 
hardworking taxpayers for diminishing returns.  I voted against taxes such as the senior pension 
tax and the Homestead Property Tax increase because the data clearly shows that we can fund 
our state’s true priorities such as our roads without raising taxes.” 
 

On the subject of school funding, the last three years have seen increases in state spending 
after years of decline (See “Data Center” at www.SenatorPatrickColbeck.com). As funding has 
increased, Colbeck has successfully fought to ensure that a larger share of the revenue 
generated in our communities stays in our schools.  He has also worked hard to reform teacher 
tenure to ensure that our best teachers stay in our classrooms and championed the 
empowerment of parents via expanded school choice options. 
 

Colbeck has been Michigan’s leading opponent to the implementation of the Affordable Care 
Act (aka Obamacare).  Most notable was his strident opposition to the implementation of 
Section 2001 of the Affordable Care Act also known as Medicaid Expansion.   
 

“Numerous studies have documented the poor quality of care received under Medicaid.  It is 
irresponsible to expand it,” Colbeck said. “Furthermore, the federal government pays for the 
expansion of Medicaid by rationing the care provided to seniors that depend upon Medicare.  
When these federal dollars dry up, the citizens of Michigan will bear an ever-increasing share of 
the financial burden of this expansion.  This is not fair to future generations,” Colbeck said. 
 
“As I often do, I have gone beyond saying ‘No’ to develop a better solution.  My Patient-
Centered Care Solution (See “Obamacare Alternative” at www.SenatorPatrickColbeck.com) 
would not only expand access to quality care for the poor, it would lower costs and improve 
quality for everyone in our state.  Even more jobs would come to our state if the costs of quality 
healthcare were 20-30% lower than our neighboring states.” 
 

If re-elected, Colbeck pledges to continue his track record of remaining true to his campaign 
commitments.  “Throughout my service tenure, I have been focused on solving problems not 
playing politics,” Colbeck said. “The political environment can be difficult to navigate.  I have 
chosen to chart my course by focusing on what is noble, true, excellent and praiseworthy.” 
 

Early in his tenure, Colbeck reached out to Democrats and launched the bipartisan, bicameral 
SE Michigan Caucus.  Since then, he has received numerous awards as a rookie legislator 
including the Senior Alliance Legislator of the Year for his legislation protecting seniors, the 
Golden Apple Award for his school choice efforts, and the Senator Paul Fannin Statesman of the 
Year Award for his leadership in making Michigan the 24th Right to Work state in the nation.  
 

Colbeck grew up in Livonia.  He earned Bachelors and Masters degrees in aerospace 
engineering from the University of Michigan and was a graduate of Catholic Central High 
School. He has had a fulfilling career in engineering and management, highlighted by his work 
on the International Space Station and training systems for the Department of Defense.  He and 
his wife Angie live in Canton. For more information, visit www.FixingMichigan.com. 
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