
Let’s brainstorm ways to get 
more locally grown foods onto 
our plates, which can keep 
food dollars in Indiana, enhance 
farmer profitability, and promote 
economic development for  
our communities.

Ken Meter, Crossroads Resource Center,  
will share a report on our Local Farm and  
Food Economy in Bartholomew County.

 Tuesday, Sept. 10, 11:30–1pm
Columbus City Hall

Lunch provided if RSVP to healthycommunities@crh.org by 9.6.13.

The Region’s Consumers
Local consumers spend $300 million per year buying food sourced  
outside the region, meaning that 96% of all food purchases are for food 
that is imported from other areas. Only $747,000 of food products  
(0.3% of farm cash receipts and 0.2% of the region’s consumer market) 
are sold by farmers directly to consumers. This provides a significant 
opportunity to enhance our local economy by increasing the amount of 
locally grown foods.

Farm and Food Economy Summary
Farmers earn $22 million each year producing food commodities, and spend 
$100 million buying inputs sourced outside our region. Even when farmers 
make money, these input purchases result in substantial losses to the region 
as a whole. Overall, farm production creates a loss of $78 million to the 
region. Meanwhile, local consumers spend $300 million buying food from 
outside. Thus, total loss to the region is $375 million of potential wealth 
each year. This loss amounts to more than the value of all food commodities 
raised in the region.

“A food system should build  
health, wealth, connection and 

capacity in a community.”
—Ken Meter, Crossroads Resource Center

(continued on back)
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We all know that what we eat directly impacts our health, 
but we often don’t think about the other impacts of our 
food-buying decisions. Eating locally produced food has 
the potential to improve our economy and support jobs at 
each phase of the food system. 
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With 40%of farms in Jackson County and 46% in Bartholomew County 
comprising less than fifty acres each, there is potential for these farms 
to focus on products intended for direct farm-to-consumer sales. If the 
region’s residents purchased $5 of food each week directly from farmers 
in Bartholomew and Jackson Counties, this would generate $31 million 
of new farm income for our area.
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Balance of Cash Receipts and Production Costs
Indiana is ranked 8th and 10th nationally for crop and agricultural sales— 
a strong presence in the farm world. Locally, Bartholomew/Jackson County 
farmers sell $225 million of food commodities per year (1989–2011 
average), spending $203 million to raise them, for an average gain of  
$22 million each year. 

Overall, farm producers earned a surplus of $514 million by selling 
crops and livestock over the years 1989 to 2011. 

Farmers earn another $8 million per year of farm-related income—
primarily custom work, and rental income (23-year average for 
1989–2011). Federal farm support payments are nearly as important a 
source of net income as commodity production, averaging $14 million 
per year for the region for the same years.


