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Project Goals 

The Interim Safe Drinking Water in Schools Project is a collaborative effort that is spearheaded 

by The California Endowment, with partners including local schools, community leaders, and 

non-profit organizations. The goals of this project are to (1) develop pilot projects for interim 

sources of safe drinking water in schools that currently lack resources to address drinking water 

challenges (2) develop recommendations for rollout of implementation of projects for schools 

without safe water state-wide.  In 2013, the Environmental Justice Coalition for Water, a 

statewide coalition of organizations advocating for safe and affordable drinking water, identified 

over 600 school districts statewide that lack access to safe drinking water.   

 

Community Water Center, California Rural Legal Assistance, and Pueblo Unido Community 

Development Corporation are non-profit, community based organizations that are currently 

surveying school districts to learn about the schools’ drinking water challenges and interest in 

participating in future potential interim solutions projects. 

 

What is an Interim Solution?                                                                                                                                                 
Interim drinking water solutions deliver safe drinking water to users in the interim while water 

systems are working on making the necessary improvements to be able to deliver safe drinking 

water permanently. Examples of interim solutions include bottled water, filtration systems, and 

water vending machines.  Please see the CWC Menu of Options and Preliminary Needs 

Assessment factsheets to learn more. 

 

Benefits of Interim Solutions 

Interim solutions can help your school district have safe, affordable drinking water for your 

students and staff.  Having access to safe water helps ensure students are able to stay hydrated, 

which had been linked to higher academic performance and promotes good nutrition, which is 

important to reduce rates of obesity and diabetes.  It can also help schools comply with 

requirements of Healthy Hunger Free Kids Act and SB1413 to provide access to free, fresh, and 

potable drinking water during meal times. 

 

What is an Example of an Interim Solution Pilot Project in Schools? 

In 2013, local public schools and daycare centers that have struggled with high levels of arsenic 

in the communities of Arvin and Lamont in South Kern County partnered with funders, 

manufacturers, community leaders, and non-profit organizations to deliver safe water via with 

the installation of filters at drinking water fountains and kitchen cooking areas.  To learn more: 

<http://www.californiahealthline.org/insight/2013/partnership-brings-clean-drinking-water-to-

central-valley-schools-head-start-programs>. 

 

Why Participate? 

Your participation in this survey effort is an opportunity for your school district to (1) help 

inform policymakers, funders, and organizations the statewide need for safe drinking water in 

schools and (2) voice interest to become a potential future partner to bring an interim safe 

drinking water to your school district.  Your participation is key to helping us assess the 
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preliminary needs of your school district and collect data on needs of schools throughout 

California.   

 

 

For More Information: 

Community Water Center (CWC)– provides organizing, education, and assistance to 

communities seeking to secure safe, clean, and affordable water in the San Joaquin Valley. 

 Shen Huang, (559) 733-0219; Kaitlin Toyama, (916) 706-3346, 

<http://www.communitywatercenter.org> 

 

California Rural Legal Assistance (CRLA) – provides legal services and community 

assistance to California farmworking communities, including the Salinas Valley. 

 Jeanette Pantoja, (831) 757-5221, <http://www.crla.org/> 

 

Pueblo Unido Community Development Corporation (PUCDC) – provides technical 

assistance and education to foster community driven development in Coachella Valley. 

 Sergio Carranza, (760) 777-7550, <http://www.pucdc.org/> 
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