Gina Genovese /
Princetons' voters can
set an example for
rest of state

There is now a growing movement across New Jersey
to take astand against the costs of redundant local
government. Citizens,municipal officials, fire
commissioners and school boards arerealizing that
consolidation should no longer be feared or ignored.
For most towns, it is the only viable option for stable,
long-termfinances and a bright future in which
municipal government cancontinue to provide a high
level of service.
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We all fund the redundant structure of 566
municipalities and605 school districts across the
state with our income taxes, ourproperty taxes and
half of 1 percent of our sales taxes. Citizensare
beginning to realize that we are all in this together.

The residents of the Princetons have the opportunity
to makehistory in New Jersey on Nov. 8 when they
vote, once again, on theissue of consolidating
Princeton Borough and PrincetonTownship.
The Princetons can become a model for the state,
showingmunicipalities how to consolidate, from the
earliest planningstages through implementation of a
completed merger. They arepoised to forever be
known in New Jersey for their leadership andcourage
to connect.
These towns have been at it a long time. Through
their previousthree attempts at consolidation, laws
have been changed, and newpolicies have been
created to address the residents' concerns.These
efforts have supported the growing municipal
consolidationmovement in New Jersey.
Just last week, Gov. Chris Christie threw his support
behindmunicipal consolidation efforts, by proposing
the state invest inhelping towns merge, spreading the
costs over five years with thestate offering to pay for
the first year's expenses.
The Princeton Consolidation Commission has
recommendedconsolidation. It based its decision on
a comprehensiveconsolidation study that estimated
the initial average savingswould range from $200 to
$240 per household. The savings areexpected to
increase to $400-$500 over the next three years
asredundant staff positions are combined, and extra
assets are soldor re-utilized.
A merged Princeton would continually be finding new
ways inwhich to save money and better serve its
residents, while taxpayersthroughout the rest of the
state face up to a 2 percent taxincrease each year,
with little opportunity for improving servicesand local
infrastructure.
But will Princeton voters choose to lower their taxes
by comingtogether, or continue to see their taxes rise
as two separateentities?

Residents have already initiated a consolidation study
for thefirst time in history in Merchantville. This
group is working withthe Cherry Hill mayor and
Township Council to create a stronger,more
affordable connected community. Scotch Plains and
Fanwood,like the Princetons, have a consolidated
school system and seethemselves as one community.
The residents in these towns are nowjust 100
signatures away from being the first-ever, citizendriveneffort in two towns to start the consolidation
process.
Every community in the state has the power to find
significantsavings through consolidation. Courage to
Connect New Jersey, anonpartisan, nonprofit
organization, is serving as a resource fortowns that
want to explore these important benefits.
The steps to consolidation can be initiated by
anyone. Citizensaround the state are using Courage
to Connect New Jersey'sdownloadable guidebook,
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"The Tools for Municipal Consolidation inNew Jersey,"
to start a movement in their communities.
If Princeton voters opt not to consolidate the towns,
the lawstates that they cannot reconsider for at least
five years. Insteadof being trailblazers, they would be
left behind, unable toparticipate as other
municipalities move toward consolidation tobetter
serve taxpayers.
Residents of the Princetons, you have this amazing
opportunityNov. 8 to lead New Jersey. You drove the
innovations that makeconsolidation easier. Be the
beneficiary of your own hard work. Bethe leader of
this growing movement across the state.
Gina Genovese is executive director of Courage to
ConnectNew Jersey.
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