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April 27, 2015 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Last week, you received a letter explaining the district and state requirements as they relate to the State of Texas Assessments 
of Academic Readiness — or STAAR tests.  
 
After receiving the letter, some parents expressed concerns about the possibility of summer school being required for students 
who missed the test. While some students may be referred to summer school, it’s not required in all cases. I hope the 
information below helps clarify the process and potential ramifications for students who don’t take the test. 
 
Passing the STAAR is a promotion requirement. The state requires students in fifth and eighth grades to pass STAAR to be 
promoted. HISD also requires third, fourth, sixth and seventh grade students to meet the same standard.  
 
Students who don’t meet all district and state promotion requirements are referred to a school-based Grade Placement 
Committee.  
 

• Prior to the start of summer school, the committee — made up of a student’s parents, teachers and campus 
administrators — conducts a formal review of grades, attendance records and other assessments.  

• After the review, the Grade Placement Committee makes an initial determination: to move forward with promotion or 
require the student to receive additional instruction during summer school.  

• Students who need additional instruction are reevaluated by the committee at the end of the summer and a final 
promotion/retention determination is made. 

 
This year, students must only pass the reading portion of STAAR. Neither the state nor HISD will use STAAR math results in 
promotion calculations this year, though the 2015 math raw score could be used to help identify students in need of extra 
support over the summer. 
 
Additionally, I want to reiterate that there is no “opt out” provision for parents who do not want their students to take the STAAR. 
STAAR is required by law for all Texas public school students in third through eighth grades, and HISD expects all students to 
be in attendance.  
 

• If a student is absent on test day, a blank score sheet coded with an “A” — absent — is submitted to the state on the 
student’s behalf. These score sheets do not negatively impact the grade level proficiency rate, but they do impact the 
test participation rate, which can have potentially adverse effects on federal accountability ratings. 
 

• If a student is present but does not take the test, a blank score sheet coded with “S” — scored — is submitted to the 
state on the student’s behalf. Because this answer sheet is blank, it will receive a raw score of zero. These score sheets 
have a direct impact on grade level proficiency and participation rates. 

 
I hope this letter helps to clarify the process surrounding these state-mandated tests. Should you still have questions or 
concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact your school office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Daniel Gohl 
Special Assistant, Academics 


