
A Quote from Steve Brink, Vice President Of The California Forestry Association

“The Forest Service manages slightly over 50% of the productive forest land in California.  “About 70% of these lands 
are overly dense with vegetation averaging 266 trees/acre on a landscape that can only sustain about 40-100 trees/
acre.  The Forest Service forest health and small tree and brush removal projects only offset 7% of the annual growth.                                                                                                        

“This overly dense vegetation is soaking up 9-16% more water than if it was thinned and maintained in a resilient 
condition.  This amounts to over 1 million acre feet of additional water that could be in our reservoirs instead of being 
transpired through the excess vegetation into the atmosphere.

“Further, the Sierra Nevada Mountains are a fire-adapted ecology.  The overly dense vegetative condition is leading to 
an increase in the number, size and intensity of wildfires.  At the current pace of wildfires, all of the forest lands in 
California’s national forests will burn over the next 35 years.”

Thin the Threat of Forest Fires
Revive Our Mountain Economy

Keep Roads and Forests Open for the People
Show Your Supervisors that You Support Resolutions A & B

(Resolution A) Declaring an Emergency in Fresno County, California due to degrading forest conditions and 
imminent threat from catastrophic fire and extreme drought

(Resolution B) Declaring the exclusive authority of Fresno County, California over certain roads, rights-of-way 
and routes of travel within the boundaries of the County and located on certain lands also managed by the 
United States Forest Service or Bureau of Land Management

What	  Can	  You	  Do?
#1. Show You Care by Showing Up.

Attend the Fresno County Board of Supervisors’ Meeting on Tuesday, December 10th.
2281 Tulare Street, Hall of Records, 3rd floor, Fresno

The meeting starts at 9:00 am.  There are 4 agenda items before the Resolutions.
Come early, 8:45, for a huge gathering just west of the building. 

If it is too cold, we can gather in the lobby downstairs.  BE THERE.  WE NEED YOU!
#2 Write, email or call your supervisor & ask him or her to pass the Emergency Resolutions.
#3. See the DefendRuralAmerica.com website for more information on Jurisdiction.


