
OUR MISSION
The mission of Citizens of the World Charter Schools (CWC Schools) is to create a national 
network of community-based, high-achieving public charter schools that reflect the 
abundant socioeconomic, racial and cultural diversity of their surroundings. We aim to 
prepare students to emerge as leaders in our increasingly interconnected, global society – 
as trailblazers ready to meet the challenges of the 21st century and fulfill their potential as 
citizens of the world. 

WHO WE ARE
We are a national non-profit group based in Los Angeles, where our first two schools 
are located. Citizens of the World will soon open schools in Brooklyn, New York, and 
other locations across the country. We maintain a decentralized leadership structure 
that emphasizes local governance of our schools. Our growth is fueled by demand from 
parents and other stakeholders for high-achieving schools that challenge and inspire our 
students, while strengthening their surrounding communities. We believe our success will 
inspire a renewed respect for public education and prompt a broader commitment to 
reforming our schools for the benefit of all families. 

OUR APPROACH
Our schools exemplify a joyful, rigorous learning environment that develops each student’s 
abilities, confidence, and sense of responsibility for themselves and their community. We 
believe that a successful education builds bridges across lines of difference and reaffirms 
the common humanity in all people. We do not shy away from the complexities of ethnic, 
racial or socio-economic relations, but face them head-on to prepare our students to 
engage positively and respectfully with others from all backgrounds and philosophies.

Our educational model stresses individualized learning within a small-class setting, with 
project-based education and a dedication to each and every student. Aided by exceptional 
leadership and strong involvement from our parents, our model has been demonstrated 
to boost critical thinking and cognitive skills. 

Citizens of the World Charter Schools promotes rigorous, joyful learning 
in truly diverse school communities, giving students the tools they need to 
succeed in a globalized future.



OUR HISTORY
Citizens of the World Charter Schools was inspired by the success of pioneering school 
reform efforts in Los Angeles. Our first location opened in 2010 in Hollywood, followed 
by a second school in the Silver Lake neighborhood of Los Angeles in 2012. A third local 
school is set to open this fall.

We are currently expanding to New York, where two Brooklyn schools are also scheduled 
to open this fall, with additional schools in following years. At all of our schools, a new 
grade will be added each year until we create a full K-12 continuum. 

CITIZENS OF THE WORLD FUNDAMENTALS

Academic Excellence 
We build interactive and dynamic classrooms in which critical thinking and creativity 
thrive alongside high standards and academic benchmarks. Our curriculum is designed 
to ensure all students succeed, with talented and accomplished educators working in 
classrooms that feature low student-to-teacher ratios and a commitment to experiential, 
project-based learning. According to 2012 California Standards Test results, our school 
in Hollywood ranked among the top 4 percent of all LAUSD schools, with over 90 
percent of students scoring Proficient or Advanced in mathematics and approximately 
80 percent doing so in English language arts.

Diversity
Our schools provide students with meaningful experiences in diverse learning communi-
ties that are effective working models of the larger society they will someday join. This 
model allows students to form meaningful relationships that transcend the divides that 
have traditionally separated our communities, and helps to nurture a full appreciation for 
the value of varying cultures, perspectives and backgrounds. With this appreciation, our 
students can engage more effectively in cooperation, dialogue and debate across lines 
of difference, preparing them to become influential leaders in an ever-diversifying world. 

Community 
We work conscientiously to build strong communities both within and outside the class-
room. Our instructional model provides abundant opportunities for students to learn from 
each other and embrace authentic communication, responsible conflict resolution, and 
mutual respect. Outside the classroom, we conduct extensive outreach in our communi-
ties long before our schools even open, working in partnership to develop welcoming 
environments where parents and other stakeholders are actively engaged in school life. 

Learn more at www.citizensoftheworld.org


