
	  
	  

Board of Directors of Citizens of the World Los Angeles 

DERRICK CHAU, PH.D 
Dr. Derrick Chau is currently the Vice President of Instruction for the Alliance College-Ready Public Schools. In 
this role, he is responsible for overseeing and supporting the instructional programs at all 20 Alliance schools that 
serve over 8,000 primarily low-income students in Los Angeles. He has more than 14 years of experience in 
education. He began his career as a Teach for America corps member, teaching high school science in the 
Long Beach Unified School District. Dr. Chau spent five years conducting education policy research, earning his 
Ph.D. in education from the University of Southern California and earning a RAND/Spencer Foundation 
Postdoctoral Fellowship in Education Policy at the RAND Corporation. He joined Alliance College-Ready Public 
Schools in 2004 as a founding teacher and science department chair for Gertz-Ressler High School, the first 
Alliance College-Ready Academy. In 2006, he became the founding principal of Alliance Marc & Eva Stern 
Math and Science School, an early college high school collaboration with California State University, Los 
Angeles. As the principal, Dr. Chau led the school to recognition as a California Distinguished School in 2009 
and a ranking of #40 out of all California high schools on the 2011 Washington Post High School Challenge. He 
holds a master's degree in secondary education from Loyola Marymount University and a doctorate of 
philosophy in education from the University of Southern California.  

YVETTE KING BERG 
Yvette King-Berg, Executive Director of Youth Policy Institute's Charter Schools, Bert Corona and Monseñor 
Oscar Romero Charter Schools, and formerly the California Charter Schools Association Vice-President of 
School Development and Outreach-Southern California, is currently working toward her doctoral degree in 
Educational Leadership and Change at Fielding Graduate University.  Yvette has two master’s degrees from 
Cal State Los Angeles and National University.  Her master’s thesis was focused on parental engagement and 
academic student success.  She has presented her research about parental involvement at the American 
Educational Research Association (AERA) Annual Meeting.  Additionally, Ms. King-Berg has over twenty-four 
years of experience working with teachers, students, parents, and organizations in a variety of positions 
including Director, Assistant Director of School Community Relations, Curriculum Advisor, Bilingual Coordinator 
Title 1 Coordinator, and classroom teacher (K-12) in Pasadena and Los Angeles Unified School Districts. 

HEATHER MCMANUS 
Ms. McManus is currently the principal of Camino Nuevo Charter Academy--Harvard.   Prior to this current role, 
she spent three years as assistant principal.  Ms. McManus originally moved to Los Angeles as a Teach for 
America Corps Member in 2005.  As a teacher, Ms. McManus taught middle school English at the Foshay 
Learning Center.  Under her leadership as assistant principal and principal, CNCA Harvard has grown over 125 
points, from an overall API of 740 to 868.  Additionally, the special education API has grown over 200 points, to 
714 over the past two years.  In 2010, CNCA Harvard was awarded the Effective Practices Incentive Community 
Gold Gain award for the achievement of students over time.  Of the more than 180 national schools 
competing for the recognition, CNCA Harvard was ranked sixth overall in value add for reading and ranked first 
overall for value add in mathematics.   During her past two years as school leader, CNCA Harvard has also 
been awarded the Title 1 Academic Achievement Award twice, been named a California Distinguished School, 
and received a six-year WASC Accreditation term.  Ms. McManus was born and raised in Michigan and earned 
degrees in English, Psychology, and Secondary Education from the University of Michigan. She received her 
Masters in Educational Leadership and Policy Studies from California State University, Northridge. 

JOSH MCLAUGHLIN, PARENT REPRESENTATIVE & BOARD CHAIR  
Josh McLaughlin serves as both CWC's Chair and parent representative to our Board of Directors. Josh, along 



with his wife Stacey, initially became involved with CWC in 09-10 as Founding Parents prior to CWC opening its 
doors. In his time away from CWC, Josh is the Executive Vice President of Peter Chernin Entertainment. 
McLaughlin was formerly co-head of the motion picture division of The Mark Gordon Company where he 
produced the critically acclaimed film Talk To Me starring Don Cheadle and written/directed by Kasi Lemmons. 
Mr. McLaughlin began his career as an assistant at The Gersh Agency and later worked as a Creative Executive 
at The Mutual Film Company. In his role as a film executive, Josh is constantly working towards bridging both the 
creative and business sides of the industry in order to execute large-scale projects. In much the same way, Josh 
has been excited to lend that same expertise and skill-set to CWC, where there is ongoing and important work 
to make the inspiring philosophy and creative vision of our school sustainable for years to come.  

CRAIG TESSLER, CPA, BOARD TREAURER 
Craig Tessler, CPA, Board Treasurer: Mr. Tessler is a partner in Chapman, Bird, Grey & Tessler, Inc., a 
management firm for prominent motion picture industry professionals and other high net worth families. Mr. 
Tessler has been a CPA since 1991. Prior to joining his current firm in 1994, he worked in the audit department of 
Arthur Young (now Ernst & Young), the tax department of Kenneth Leventhal and Co., and the firm Breslauer 
Jacobson Rutman and Sherman. Mr. Tessler holds a Bachelor's degree in Business Economics from UC Santa 
Barbara. He has served on the Board of Directors of the L.A. Junior Chamber of Commerce and currently is a 
Director of the Brotman Foundation. 

AMY DRESSER HELD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
Amy Dresser Held joined the board of Citizens of the World Charter (CWC) in January and became Executive 
Director in July 2010. Prior to joining CWC, Amy served as Executive Director of Palisades Charter High School, a 
diverse, high performing charter high school of more than 2,700 students and 200 staff. In her capacity as 
Executive Director, Amy oversaw academics, finance (a $22 million annual budget), facilities, labor relations, 
legal, and communications. Prior to joining Pali High in 2006, Amy worked for several years at the Los Angeles 
Unified School District on the staff of then-School Board President Caprice Young, then as a Special Assistant to 
Senior Deputy Superintendent Maria Ott, and finally as Director of Policy and Communications with then-LAUSD 
School Board President Marlene Canter. Amy began her career as a Teach for America corps member, 
teaching a bilingual fifth grade class in Phoenix, followed by a position with Kaplan and completion of the Coro 
Public Affairs Leadership Training Post-Graduate Fellowship in Los Angeles. Amy received her B.S. in Humanities 
in International Affairs from the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University. Amy is passionate about 
the mission and vision of Citizens of the World Charter. Amy is a language aficionado and a world traveler who 
has lived abroad in France and Mexico, and considers herself a citizen of the world. As a mother of two 
toddlers and a veteran educator, Amy considers CWC an ideal environment to nurture and develop in children 
not only exceptional academic achievement but a deep appreciation of the rich diversity of our society and a 
commitment to be of service to the local community and the larger world in which we live. 
 
 


