
 

 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF CITIZENS OF THE WORLD 
CHARTER SCHOOLS LOS ANGELES 

Date:  Wednesday, December 18th, 2013 Time:  6:00PM 
Location:  Citizens of the World Charter School Mar Vista – 11735 Braddock Dr. 90230 

 
Minutes 

 
I. Welcome & Call To Order  

- Jessica Castillo 
- Derrick Chau 
- Erik Elward 
- Brian Johnson 
- Samantha Johnston 
- Josh McLaughlin (joined late) 
- Heather McManus 
- Jamie Rosenblatt 
- Stacey Staples 

 
II. Public Comment  

 
III. Board Review and Action on Draft Minutes from the 11/20 Board Meeting (ACTION ITEM) 

Samantha Johnston moved, Jamie Rosenblatt seconded the motion and it was approved by all 
present (Josh McLaughlin abstained as he was participating by phone). 

 
IV. Board Review and Action to Approve Monthly Financials. (ACTION ITEM) 

Tait Anderson of ExED and Amy Held reviewed the financials with the board noting a significant 
budget challenge at Hollywood and that the source of cost overruns there is being addressed and 
that Tait, Amy, and Marissa are combing the budget and identifying multiple ways to bring it back 
into balance.  They will discuss these with the staff and parent community and bring several options 
to the finance committee in January to consider.  The committee will then make a recommendation 
to the board.  Brian Johnson moved to approve the monthly financials, Stacey Staples seconded the 
motion and it was approved by all present (Josh McLaughlin abstained as he was participating by 
phone). 

 
V. Board Discussion and Action to Authorize Opening a Brokerage Account with Capital One to be able 

to Receive Transfers of Donated Stock. 
Brian Johnson moved to authorize this, Jamie Rosenblatt seconded the motion and it was approved 
by all present (Josh McLaughlin abstained as he was participating by phone).  

 
VI. Dashboard Report on progress on school wide goals  

Amy Held provided an update noting that all three schools were nearly fully enrolled with strong 
attendance rates and strong fundraising performance to date. 

 
VII. Academic/Curricular Update 

Amy Held, Marissa Berman, Ramona Patrick and Alison Kerr provided an update on academics 
specifically remarking on the progress to date of action plans put in place in response to CST and 
fall data (majority of students made 1-2 levels of growth in reading and some even transitioning out 
of groups), they shared about the planning and actions underway in light of the transition to national 
common core standards (away from California State Standards and the associated assessments) – 
steps include utilizing new NWEA assessments, working with teachers to ensure full alignment in 
our curricular maps, strengthening our technology plan (network needs, hardware, and looking at 
further instructional integration of technology), informing parents about the changes and revising our 
progress report template to align with common core, and lastly how we are supporting and 
challenging academically advanced students.  This effort includes the launch of a regional educator 



 

 

taskforce with a lead teacher and Principal of each campus, the ED, Hillary Johnson from the 
network and Heather McManus from the board.  This group is researching adaptive math software 
to utilize in math centers, professional development on differentiation and how to leverage best 
practices across campus.  This group is meeting back in January to share findings and implement 
next steps. 

 
VIII. Board Review of CWCLA’s policies, systems and procedures for compliance.   

Amy Held reviewed the matrix of key compliance requirements for charters which LAUSD’s charter 
division provided.  There was a discussion about the systems in place to ensure compliance with 
each of these and a commitment to revisit systems for ensuring compliance on the top 5 most 
important compliance areas annually in the summer in preparation for the new school year.   

 
IX. CWCS Network Update  

Jana Reed, CWCS Chief of Schools, provided an update on the work of the network over the last 
month including training for teachers and principals on NWEA assessments, conducting a walk 
through of all three schools and a debrief of observations with regional and school leadership. 
Finally, she shared how CWCS has partnered with Larson Communications and is working with the 
region on a communications strategy to highlight great things happening in our schools. 

 
X. Board Nomination and Selection of Officers 

Action on this was delayed to a subsequent meeting. 
 

XI. Board Discussion of committee overview (ACTION ITEM) 
The board discussed the strategic growth planning committee’s vision and plan as well as the 
regional management committee structure overview which was drafted by Samantha Johnston.  
Jamie Rosenblatt moved to approve the committee overview, Jessica Castillo seconded the motion 
and it was approved unanimously. 

 
XII. Confirmation of next regular board meeting 1/22/13 at 6pm at CWC Hollywood at 1316 N. Bronson 

Ave. 90028 
 

Adjourn to Closed Session 
I. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS (Pursuant to Section 54956.8; 5620 

DeLongpre Ave 90028; Amy Held) 
II. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL REGARDING POTENTIAL LITIGATION (Pursuant tp 

Section 54956.9) 
Adjourn to Open Session and Report Out on Reportable Action from Closed Session As Applicable 
 
There was no reportable action taken in closed session 
 
Adjournment 

* The following board members may be joining by phone - Derrick Chau from 213-241-1000 at 333 S. Beaudry Ave. 90017  
 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION FOR ANY INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY Pursuant to the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990, any individual with a disability who requires reasonable accommodation to attend or participate in a meeting or 
function of the Citizens of the World Charter Hollywood Board may request assistance by contacting Angelica Martinez Sammons (Regional 
Operations Manager) at asammons@citizensoftheworld.org or 323-464-4292. 


