
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

Report to the Board of Trustees of Citizens of the World Los Angeles, February & March 
 

The following report outlines high-level projects and on-going support CWCS is providing to the 
CWC LA region and schools. 
 
 

Academics & School Quality 
School Quality Reviews 
School Quality Reviews have begun. This month, we completed the first of the reviews at CWC Silver 
Lake. The SQR team would like to acknowledge Ramona and Maureen for the preparation work 
they did to ensure that all document requests were fulfilled in a timely manner. In addition, we 
experienced a huge improvement in class and school schedule alignment, which allowed us to stay 
on schedule and have a very complete view of the school, instruction, and culture. Finally, we 
would also like to acknowledge the board members who were able to participate in the board 
interview. This year’s interview was quite informative and the interviewers were impressed by how 
engaged the newly organized board is. 
 
CWC Mar Vista is completing a full pilot administration of two social-emotional learning assessments: 
Devereux Student Strengths Assessment (DESSA) and the SELweb. The DESSA is a K-8 assessment 
based on teacher ratings that assesses the social-emotional competencies that serve as protective 
factors for children. The SELweb is a K-3 performance-based assessment that captures data directly 
from students, assessing their skill development as well as the social networks within the classroom.  
Select teachers from CWC Silver Lake are also trying out the two assessments.  
 
Strategy & Communications 
CWC Hollywood 
The CWCS Chief Strategy Officer (CSO) and communications team provided extensive media and 
communications (internal/external) support to CWC Hollywood. Media statements, coaching and 
support to the school principal and executive director were all provided. On-going support on 
media inquiries to Marissa Berman and Amy Dresser Held continue. 
 
CWC Mar Vista 
This month, initiated by the outreach by a CWCMV founding parent, the LA Times ran the attached 
positive article featuring the mindfulness program, which ran on February 28, 2014. The CSO and 
communications team prepared Alison Kerr for the visit and interview with the LA Times and hope to 
leverage this piece for future positive stories. 
   
The team also provided extensive support to the school’s leadership team in strategizing and 
communicating a school response to further our desire to strengthen our relationship with the 
community.  
 
Chief of Schools 
The CWCS Chief of Schools (COS) and CWC LA Executive Director, Amy Held met by phone this 
month to discuss CWC LA’s strategic planning and specifically, facilities development.  Planning is 
underway to determine how CWCS can support the region’s plan development and plan overall. 
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