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David Clark’s Youth MP Bokyong Mun reports from Parliament

Taking the pulse of local schools

Sharing lunch at Waitati School with Principal Heidi 
Hayward (right of David Clark), staff and visitors. 

Having caught up with all Dunedin North high 

schools last year, David Clark is working his 

way through the primary schools, and visited 

several during June, July and August. 

He says educators he’s seen have significant 

concerns about National Standards, 

charter schools and continuing problems 

with NovoPay. He has several visits to go, 

predominantly in the hill suburbs.

After a two-month selection competition, 

Otago Girls’ High School pupil Bokyong Mun 

was chosen to represent David at the annual 

Youth Parliament event. Here she shares her 

experience of being in the House. 

David: What made you first want to be a youth MP? 

Bokyong: I wanted to become a Youth MP because 

it gave me the opportunity to not only have the 

experience of working in Parliament, but the 

opportunity to make a difference in my community! 

David: What was it like to be selected? 

Bokyong: Super cool! I don’t think I was as excited 

as I should’ve been at first, but when I got home 

later that night and researched what Youth 

Parliament involved, I became really excited! Who 

wouldn’t be if they got the opportunity to replace 

the MPs of their country.

David: How did it feel to represent Dunedin North?

Bokyong: It was a great honour to represent the 

youth from Dunedin North, especially on topical 

issues that affect us. Before going to Youth 

Parliament, I also engaged with all the high schools 

in the electorate, which certainly helped when 

representing their views. 

David: What was it like to enter the house with the 

welcoming powhiri, and then take your seat?

Bokyong: First of all, the welcoming powhiri was 

amazing. One thing I love about New Zealand is the 

respect we have for the Maori culture, and so it was 

right to acknowledge this with the powhiri. It wasn’t 

until the second day that we got to sit in the House. 

I remember the first time walking in, and along with 

all the other Youth MPs, being mesmerised by the 

beautiful architecture and atmosphere. As soon as 

you walked in, you could feel the importance and 

history that had taken place in the building. It was 

a huge privilege to be able to sit and debate in 

the House, and an experience that I don’t think I’ll 

forget too quickly.

David: Has it inspired you toward a career in 

politics?

Bokyong: Yes, and no! I don’t know if being a 

politician is the right career for me, but I aspire to 

work in the area of international politics/relations. 

My number one goal would be to have a career 

working in the United Nations, working with 

diplomats and politicians to aid the development of 

the world.
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Blind testing: Julie ‘That Blind Woman’ 

Woods visited me in the electorate office 

recently. Julie is raising awareness of the need 

for all election forms to be also in Braille. 

The photo shows me having an experience of 

being blind, and gave me the chance to feel 

first-hand how Braille is constructed.

David Shearer’s recent Dunedin visit began 

when met he one of the many faces of high 

power prices. Susan Paehua raised six children 

as the main caregiver and breadwinner, holding 

down two cleaning jobs.

David Clark recently congratulated outgoing 

OUSA President Francisco Hernandez 

(below) on a successful year in the role.

Francisco hopes to step up to local body 

politics.

Looking back on his time in the role, he 

is most proud of the work the student 

organisation has done with making landlords 

take better care of their rental properties.

David Clark recently visited The Globe to have 
a closer look at the historic Dunedin theatre, 
which needs a considerable amount of time and 
money spent on it in order to restore it to its 
former glory.

The theatre is run by volunteers and needs 
to raise considerable funds for maintenance 
projects, the first of which involves 
weatherproofing the theatre.

David believes community theatre is vital for 
our city. He commends the Globe for getting 
two major productions over the line:

■■ The Unexpected Man  by Yasmina Reza, 29 August–7 September 2013, directed by Joe Cecchi. 

■■ Macbeth  by William Shakespeare, 17–26 October 2013, directed by Dale Neil.

Visiting Don Knewstubb at 
London Street’s Globe Theatre


