
Tim Lawler, candidate for secretary 

Executive Summary: 

 Cleveland 

 McGovern 

 Psychologist/educator/administrator 

 Distressed 

 Retired, plenty of time 

 Some experience writing stuff 

 More distress 

 Let’s keep doing what we do, just more of it 

 

Extended Version: 

Born and reared in Cleveland, I attended my first political rally as a young child when my very 

Republican, but very Catholic mother took me to see then-Senator Kennedy in his attempt to become 

our first Catholic president.   He was in an open convertible and shook my outstretched hand.  I’ve been 

a Democrat ever since.  

My first vote was for George McGovern, having worked for him in five states during the primaries.  A 

few months after the election, I became a Peace Corps Volunteer in Colombia.  Fast forward 30-some 

years, and I retired as the director of mental health for Peace Corps and moved to Barcelona—but this 

time well before knowing the results of another outrageous election.  I’ve lived in Barcelona for almost a 

year and became a member of DA my first or second month here.  The move and quickly becoming 

involved in DA Barcelona are two of the best decisions I’ve ever made! 

In the years between my Peace Corps stints, I became a clinical psychologist and for most of my career 

practiced at the Miami VA hospital, although I also did some private practice, some high school, 

university and med school teaching, and left the VA as its chief learning officer.  I chaired a number of 

regional VA work groups and was on two national committees.  I was active in the American 

Psychological Association and was president of one of its divisions, Psychologists in Public Service. 

As a federal government employee for 27 years, I’m devastated by the proposed cuts to federal 

programs and workforce.  I was a member of the Federal Women and Trauma Work Group, with 

representatives from State, HUD, Education, HHS, Labor, VA, DoD and other federal agencies.  In my 

years as Peace Corps’ representative, I can attest to the work that we accomplished to in terms of policy 

and programming that was shared across departments, given to communities and made enormous 

changes in many women’s lives. 

As a federal government employee, I was barred from being an active member of a political party and 

not permitted to work on party-affiliated campaigns.  After the Bush v. Gore decision, I decided to risk it 



and took at least a week’s vacation time each election cycle to work for the Democratic candidate in a 

part of the state where I would not likely be recognized.  Active involvement in DA is making up for years 

of frustration. 

Probably that I’m retired and have all kinds of time to devote to DA is the strongest qualification I have 

in running for the position of secretary.  Somewhere further down the line is that I’m a former teacher 

of English and don’t make too many grammatical or spelling errors.  I held the position of secretary for 

five years with The Colombia Project (a group that raises funds in the US to provide small enterprise 

loans to Colombians who are internally displaced due to years of civil conflict) and six years with the 

Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of South Florida.  With each of these groups, in addition to minutes 

and correspondence, I was also responsible for the writing the mailers and for making some 

presentations to increase membership and to raise additional funds. 

Like most members of DA, I’m totally distressed with almost everything about the current 

administration in DC.  That said, I’m totally impressed with the resilience of our countrywomen and 

countrymen in the US and here in Spain.  That members of the Barcelona DA group began to organize so 

quickly with the women’s march—and invite all of us to join them on January 21st – was for me the start 

of combining forces with other local groups to march to show support for many causes vilified by the 

current administration. And I believe it has an impact. If elected secretary, I would hope to be able to 

make certain that DA members who want to be kept informed about such events are kept informed.  I’m 

also interested in working on critical thinking lessons and how to detect fake news lessons to be shared 

in schools with a US student body.  If we’re successful with these projects, disseminating the how-to and 

lesson plans to all DA Spain groups would be a priority.  And of course, I’m committed to continuing full 

force in registering voters and assisting them with absentee ballots for the 2018 midterms!  Finally, 

thanks for reading this long, very un-presidential statement! 

 

 


