
1. Petitioner Ruby L. is an 18-year-old U.S. Citizen and resident of Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

Ruby has been and will be personally harmed due to the many changes occurring as a 

result of climate change in New Mexico. 

2. Ruby is an environmental educator who cares deeply about maintaining the usability of 

the land for herself and her students. She has previously been an outstanding student 

activist in the Academy for Sustainable Education, the precursor to Early College 

Opportunities High School (ECO), as well as interning with New Energy Economy. She 

has spoken at city meetings on the necessity of protecting the planet for the next 

generations, did work to start a composting program at Santa Fe High School, and has 

attended FFA Conferences, Agriculture Appreciation Day at the Roundhouse, and spoke 

with local farmers on how climate change is making agriculture a less and less secure 

way of making a living, not to mention the implications of very possible large scale food 

shortages in the near future. 

3. Ruby believes in factual, non-partisan media and the ability to contribute to that media. 

She has published an op ed in the Santa Fe New Mexican and encourages other young 

people to share their opinions on current environmental issues in a similar manner. She 

feels it is extremely important for there to be a platform for young people, specifically 

minors, to be able to influence the legislation and issues in their community since they 

are unable to vote. 

4. Ruby has experienced the reality of climate change affecting local food sources. She is 

from the traditional farming community of Española and has seen the harvests dwindling 

year after year. There is not enough water in the arroyos to sustain even subsistence 

farming, creating a food desert in a small town that was once a breadbasket of New 

Mexico. 

5. Ruby acknowledges climate change as a serious and present threat to our future, 

especially in the desert climate of New Mexico, where the Rio Grande no longer makes it 



to the ocean. She is afraid for her own future as an agricultural worker and worries 

constantly about the kind of future her students and her future children might have in a 

land ravaged by drought and other extreme weather. She is endlessly frustrated with the 

lack of action being taken in our state to curb the effects of climate change and fears that 

it will make our state uninhabitable within her lifetime. 

6. Ruby hopes that we will take the necessary actions to protect our state and our planet 

before it is too late. 


