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The Environmental Defender’s Office
A community legal centre specialising in public interest

environmental law
Mission: To empower the community to protect the

environment through law
Functions:

 Legal Advice and Representation
 Scientific Assessment and Advice
 Policy and Law Reform; and
 Community Education

International work
The EDO is a member of the following international

environmental networks:
 Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide (E-LAW)
 International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

The EDO attends and participates in key international
meetings and conferences

The EDO provides support and assistance to groups and
individuals in Asia and the Pacific seeking to enhance
their capacity to protect the environment through law



The EDO’s role at UNFCCC

Assistance in Asia & the Pacific
The EDO welcomes requests for assistance
Expertise in climate change, forestry, Indigenous &

human rights, biodiversity conservation, wildlife
protection, mining, pollution and contamination issues

Assistance can be provided in four ways:
1. Legal advice & litigation support
2. Policy & law reform
3. Scientific & technical advice
4. Training



Legal advice & litigation
Telephone and email support for legal research, review of

documents and advice on strategy
Possible in-house assistance for major cases
Assistance from barristers and other experts also

available through the EDO

Policy & law reform
Assistance with policy advice, research, drafting & review

of submissions to government, reviews of legislation and
pro-active policy work

For key issues, such as climate change and international
law developing around avoided deforestation, the EDO
may travel to present workshops and briefing sessions in
partnership with local organisations

Support for groups seeking to attend and influence
international environmental negotiations and policies
adopted



Scientific & technical advice

Training
For lawyers, community groups,

judges, prosecutors and others
working to protect the
environment

Training can be tailored to suit
the individual needs of the
participants or to complement
existing training programs

Lawyer exchange program
The EDO may be able to help with

travel costs and/or assist lawyers
in applying for external funds to
attend exchanges



Volunteer placements
The EDO can assist

environmental organisations
to find suitable legal or other
skilled volunteers to work
with them for periods of 3-24
months

Funding is provided by the
Australian government under
the AYAD and VIDA programs

Current volunteers in
Cambodia, Samoa, PNG, Fiji

Examples of EDO assistance



Examples of EDO assistance

Conclusion
If you would like help from the EDO, contact us:

 email us at international@edo.org.au or
 call +61 2 9262 6989 to speak with our International Programs

Director


