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Reply from Congressman Stivers
1 message

Congressman Steve Stivers <Stivers.Reply@mail.house.gov> Fri, Jan 17, 2014 at 6:00 PM
To: "Mr. Chuck Watts" <chuck.watts@empathysurplus.com>

STEVE STIVERS
15th District, Ohio

FINANCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

January 17, 2014

Mr. Chuck Watts
4113 W State Route 73
Wilmington, OH 45177-9297

Dear Mr. Watts:

Thank you for contacting me regarding our nation's trade laws. I appreciate this opportunity to correspond with you.

As you may know, Trade Promotion Authority (TPA), also known as Fast-Track Trade Authority, is the ability of the
President of the United States to construct international trade agreements while prohibiting Congress from amending or
modifying the end result of those negotiations. You may be interested to know that TPA expired in July of 2007, though
recent free trade agreements with Panama, Colombia and South Korea that were authorized by Congress in 2012 were
not affected since they were established before the expiration of that authority.

In a July 30, 2013, speech, President Obama indicated that his administration is seeking to reinstate TPA for use on the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). The TPP is a proposed regional free trade agreement (FTA) currently under discussion
between the United States and 11 other nations.  Participating nations are negotiating 29 chapters of the proposed FTA,
affecting a wide range of legal and economic issues.  Any potential trade agreement would require Congressional
approval in order to have the force of law.

Approximately 96 percent of the world's consumers live outside the United States.  The goal of free trade agreements is to
open more overseas markets to U.S. products, which will benefit Ohio producers and our nation.  Exports remain one of
the few strong sectors of our economy.  Since 2000, exports to the 13 countries with which the Unites States has
implemented trade agreements have increased by nearly twice the rate of our nation's total export growth.

I support efforts to expand these opportunities for American businesses, but given that the TPP is a wide-ranging and
complex proposal, it is important that Congress continues to exercise its oversight responsibilities and actively consults
with U.S. trade negotiators to ensure that any final agreement is in the best interest of our nation and our people.

As you may know, on January 9, 2014, Representative Dave Camp (R-MI), Chairman of the House Committee on Ways
and Means, introduced H.R. 3830, the Bipartisan Congressional Trade Priorities Act of 2014. This legislation sets forth a
wide array of negotiating objectives that the President and his negotiating team must meet in order for Congress to
authorize Trade Promotion Authority for any free trade agreement negotiated before July 1, 2018. This legislation has
been referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means, where it awaits further consideration.
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Please be assured I have noted your specific comments.  Should H.R. 3830 or similar legislation regarding TPA come to
the House floor for debate, I will keep your views in mind.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.  Please do not hesitate to contact my office if I may be of assistance
in the future.   For additional information on where I stand on the policies and issues before Congress, please sign up for
my e-newsletter at: http://www.stivers.house.gov.  You can also follow me on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

Sincerely,

STEVE STIVERS
Member of Congress

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
1022 Longworth House Office Bldg

Washington, DC 20515
PH: (202) 225-2015
FAX: (202) 225-3529

CENTRAL OHIO OFFICE:
3790 Municipal Way
Hilliard, OH 43026

PH: (614) 771-4968
FAX: (614) 771-3990

SOUTHEAST OHIO OFFICE:
123 S. Broad Street, Suite 235

Lancaster, OH 43130
PH: (740) 654-2654
FAX: (740) 654-2482

SOUTHWEST OHIO OFFICE:
69 N. South Street, Suite 178

Wilmington, OH 45177
PH: (937) 283-7049
FAX: (937) 283-7052
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