
Support	  US	  Action	  In	  Syria	  

The uprising in Syria began in March 2011 with peaceful protestors demanding basic civil rights, 
liberties, and economic reforms to promote democracy and opportunity in the country.  For 
decades, the Assad regime had treated Syria as a personal fiefdom, not only suppressing 
individual rights and freedoms, but systematically torturing – using well-documented and 
horrific means – those who would stand up for their rights or the rights of their families and 
communities.  Instead of reform, the regime responded by torturing children and shooting 
demonstrators, eventually militarizing the entire process and opening the door to extremists.  
There are now over 100,000 dead and 7 million civilians displaced including one million child 
refugees according to the UN.  

The chemical weapons attack by the Assad regime on August 21, 2013 killed more than 1,400 
people in the suburbs of Damascus, mostly women and children.  What message will be sent to 
dictators and terrorists all over the world, if we allow Assad to remain in power after such an 
attack?   

Russia has not only ensured that there will be no UN action to bring an end to the war, but has in 
fact been supplying one side of the conflict – the Assad regime – with heavy weaponry and 
attack planes, even as it claims to support a negotiation process that the regime rejects.   

No one is more “war weary” than the people of Syria.  But as the crisis over the past two and a 
half years has demonstrated, allowing the conflict to continue without intervention will result in 
more death and destruction, and increased threats to the security of the US and its allies.  
Decisive action is the only true “anti-war” strategy.  We as Syrians would never seek this kind of 
intervention unless we knew deep in our hearts that this is the only way to end the cycle of 
violence and destruction in Syria.   

Today, despite the growing presence of extremists, there is a strong and widely recognized 
moderate, secular, democratic opposition that is prepared for a post-intervention transition that 
would maintain state institutions, formalize transitional justice with due process, and prioritize a 
national healing and reconciliation process – when Assad is finally forced to negotiate.  This 
Congressional vote may be the last chance to end the war in Syria and empower the moderate 
opposition.   

The U.S. has the strongest and most capable military in the world, with advanced knowledge and 
technology capable of achieving this mission without boots on the ground and without a long-
term commitment.   

The U.S. Congress must send a message not only to Bashar al-Assad, but to other tyrants and 
terrorists throughout the world – chemical weapons are a crime against humanity, and they will 
not be tolerated.  Allies in the region are directly threatened by continued instability in Syria and 
the mass refugee exodus.  Our allies are watching closely to see the US stand up for these rights, 
as the strongest and most capable military leader in the world. Our enemies are also watching – 
Iran, North Korea, Al Qaeda – to see how serious the US will be in reacting to the use of these 
evil weapons.   


