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FOR US?
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BETTER FOOD
LABELLING
Thanks to Labour action in
Europe, you can have
greater confidence in the
food you buy.

EU LAWS HAVE
ENSURED FOOD
PACKAGING CLEARLY
DISPLAYS NUTRITION
AND ALLERGEN
INFORMATION

EU laws have ensured food
packaging clearly displays
nutrition and allergen
information. Fresh meat
must display its country of
origin, and reformed meat
or fish must be labelled as
such.
Restaurants and takeaways
now have to provide
allergen information to
customers, giving people
with allergies freedom to
dine out with confidence.
Labour MEPs back plans to
ensure the origin of
processed meat is clearly
labelled too. This step would
cover ready meals and help
to avoid another major food
scandal in Europe.
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PROTECTING
CHILDREN
FROM
TOBACCO
Tough new tobacco laws,
backed by Labour in Europe,
will soon be in place to help
discourage youth smoking,
boost public health, and
reduce the burden of
smoking-related diseases
on the NHS.

TOUGH NEW
TOBACCO LAWS
WILL HELP
DISCOURAGE
YOUTH SMOKING
AND REDUCE THE
BURDEN ON OUR
NHS

From mid-2016 health
warnings will cover twothirds of cigarette packets
and products specifically
aimed at children, such as
chocolate flavoured
cigarettes, will be banned.
E-cigarettes will also be
regulated for the very first
time to ensure that these
products are safe for use.
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REFORMING
THE
FINANCIAL
SECTOR
Following the financial crisis,
EU action has addressed
flaws in Europe’s banking
system to ensure that in
future, ordinary people
won’t suffer because of
bankers’ mistakes.

EU ACTION HAS
MADE BANKS
SAFER AND MORE
ACCOUNTABLE,
PUTTING THE
NEEDS OF
ORDINARY
PEOPLE FIRST

Labour MEPs have backed
measures to reduce bankers’
bonuses, end the casino
culture of the banking sector
and ensure a more longterm approach.
New ‘stress tests’ will help
banks become more resilient
to financial shocks, whilst
deposit guarantee schemes
will protect customers in the
event of a bank going bust.
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BOOSTING
JOBS AND
GROWTH
As part of the EU, Britain
benefits from being part of
the biggest single market in
the world. Almost half of
the UK’s trade and foreign
investment comes from the
EU, accounting for around
3.5 million UK jobs.

BRITAIN’S EU
MEMBERSHIP IS
VITAL FOR TRADE
AND INVESTMENT,
AS WELL AS
PROVIDING

3.5M
UK JOBS

European regional funding
has also helped transform
some of our poorest regions,
while EU framework funds
are helping to drive UK
research and innovation,
creating the high-tech jobs
of the future.
It isn’t only big business that
benefits from Britain’s EU
membership. Small and
medium-sized firms also
enjoy access to a bigger
market, EU funding and
better supply chains.
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DECENT
EMPLOYMENT
RIGHTS
British workers have
benefited hugely from EU
laws that ensure at least four
weeks paid holiday and
extended maternity and
paternity leave.

LOTS OF THE
RIGHTS WE
ENJOY AT WORK
COME DIRECTLY
FROM THE EU,
KEEPING US
SAFE AND
MAINTAINING
WORK-LIFE
BALANCE

Under EU law, part-time
workers enjoy the same
rights as full-time staff, and
the wellbeing of workers is
protected by high health
and safety standards in the
workplace.
Labour MEPs will continue
working for EU action to
address zero-hours contracts
and to reform the Posted
Workers and Agency
Workers Directives to stop
the undercutting of wages
and exploitation of migrant
workers.
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OUR EU
MEMBERSHIP
MAKES IT
QUICKER,
EASIER,
SAFER AND
CHEAPER TO
TRAVEL

CUTTING
THE COST OF
EU TRAVEL
Since the EU opened up the
European airline market, British
holidaymakers have benefited
from reduced air fares and
more routes. The EU has also
introduced compensation for
flight delays and free or
reduced cost healthcare with a
European Health Insurance
Card.
Labour MEPs have helped to
secure important rights for
bus, train and boat passengers,
and are calling for
improvements to ticketing
systems so travelling within
the EU becomes even simpler.
From June 2017 so-called
‘roaming charges’ will be
banned when you use your
mobile phone in other EU
countries. This means you will
be able to use your mobile for
the same price as at home.
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IN EUROPE WE
BENEFIT FROM
BEING PART OF
THE WORLD’S
BIGGEST SINGLE
MARKET WHERE
CONSUMER
RIGHTS ARE
PARAMOUNT

MORE
CONSUMER
PROTECTION
Labour in Europe has fought to
put the interests of consumers
at the very centre of the EU’s
work.
Products manufactured for sale
in the EU have to meet some of
the highest safety standards in
the world. EU law entitles you
to a 14-day cooling-off period
for any goods or services
purchased online.
EU consumer rights laws have
also ended hidden charges
when shopping online, lowered
fees for using credit or debit
cards, and banned the use of
premium-rate phone numbers
for customer helplines.
Labour MEPs will continue
working to empower consumers
so they can benefit even more
from being part of the world’s
largest single market.
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YOUNG PEOPLE
CAN WORK,
STUDY AND
TRAIN ACROSS
THE ENTIRE EU
THROUGH THE
EU’S ERASMUS
PROGRAMME

OPPORTUNITIES
FOR YOUNG
PEOPLE
The EU’s ERASMUS scheme
allows young people to
undertake work, study, and
training abroad. This lets
young people immerse
themselves in different
cultures and gain vital skills
and experience which will
help them when seeking
full-time employment.
Young people can also apply
for paid traineeships with
the EU’s institutions, use
an EU-wide online job
search facility, and create a
CV that is recognised by all
member states.
Following the financial crisis,
Labour MEPs have also
championed an EU scheme
that works with national
governments to tackle longterm youth unemployment.
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AS PART
OF THE EU WE
HAVE THE
OPPORTUNITY
TO WORK,
STUDY OR
RETIRE IN ANY
OF THE 27
OTHER EU
MEMBER
STATES

FREE
MOVEMENT TO
27 OTHER EU
MEMBER
STATES
Millions of Brits benefit from
free movement every single
year - there are almost as
many UK nationals living
elsewhere in the EU as there
are EU migrants living in
Britain. Up to 1 million Brits
reside in Spain alone!
UK citizens are entitled
to take up a job, study or
retire in any of the 27
other EU member states something that wouldn’t
be possible outside of
the EU.
The Schengen zone (of which
the UK is not a part) also
allows borderless travel across
much of mainland Europe,
helping British tourists to
get from A to B without
queuing at borders.
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THE EU IS AT THE
HEART OF
EFFORTS TO
TACKLE
DISCRIMINATION
ON THE
GROUNDS OF
GENDER, RACE,
SEXUAL
ORIENTATION
AND AGE

EQUAL PAY
AND NONDISCRIMINATION
The principle of equal pay
for men and women was
enshrined in the original EU
treaty in 1957, and the
rights of women to challenge
gender discrimination in the
workplace were strengthened
during the 1970s.
EU laws have also banned
work-based discrimination
on the grounds of race,
sexual orientation, disability
and age.
Labour MEPs are working to
secure further progress by
calling for new EU action to
further reduce the gender
pay gap and increase female
representation in
boardrooms.
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BRITAIN
HAS
CLEANER
AIR,
BETTER
BEACHES
AND
CLEANER
BATHING
WATERS
THANKS TO
EU LAW

IMPROVING OUR
ENVIRONMENT
AND TACKLING
CLIMATE
CHANGE
Efforts to improve Europe’s
natural environment have had
a huge benefit to Britain. Thanks
to EU law, the UK now has
substantially cleaner air, rivers
and bathing waters, less acid rain
and lower sulphur emissions.
A number of important species
of wildlife have had their
habitats protected as a result of
EU rules, helping to preserve the
natural environment for future
generations.
EU laws have also increased the
sustainability of national
economies. Research into
renewable technologies and the
introduction of strict standards
for electrical appliances have
helped to improve Europe’s
environmental record.
Cooperation between EU states
has also helped to secure
important agreements at global
climate summits.

WHAT HAS

BUT WE
EVER CAN
DONE DO EVEN
FOR US?
MORE...
EUROPE

We strongly believe that
Britain’s future lies at
the heart of the EU.
The benefits of being
in the EU are strategic,
economic and are about
the character of our
country – an outwardlooking, confident
Britain.
But if Britain’s future is to be
secured, we also know that
Europe needs to work better
for British people. That’s
why Labour MEPs are leading
the campaign for a positive
reform agenda in Europe.
We are fighting to deliver:
A SMARTER EU BUDGET
We want jobs and prosperity
to be front and centre of all
EU action. We are working
to reform the EU budget
to ensure more funds are
allocated to job creation,
research and innovation,
and less into agriculture
and wasteful bureaucracy.

MORE EFFECTIVE ECONOMIC
POLICY
Labour will continue to push
for the completion of the
single market which will
provide huge gains for
Britain. Ensuring a focus on
research and development,
infrastructure spending and
industrial policy is key to
restoring growth to Europe.
ENERGY MARKET REFORM
We are at the forefront of
EU efforts to tackle rising
energy bills and climate
change by reforming the
European single market
in energy.
Europe must continue
working to increase energy
from renewable sources
and decrease our reliance
on imports.
STRENGTHENING WORKERS’
RIGHTS
Labour in Europe will
continue to fight for reform
of the Posted Workers and
Agency Workers Directives in
order to close loopholes that
allow firms to undercut
locally-employed staff and
exploit migrant workers. We
are also urging EU action on
the scourge of zero-hours
contracts.

