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Feed Hungry Children,
Benefit From Year-End Tax Break
WE NEED YOUR HELP more than ever as we address the child

hunger crisis in southeast Michigan. Your donation to Gleaners is
tax-deductible — and may also qualify for a special credit on your
Michigan Income Tax Return (see bottom of page 15 for details).
Get a closer look at child hunger and what Gleaners is doing
about it. Simply scan this QR code with your smartphone or
visit www.gcfb.org.

QR code reader app
may be required

What We Do

How We Do It

Collect 40 million pounds of food
a year, either donated from major
food processors, retail chains and
volunteer food drives or purchased
at deep discounts to meet the dietary
requirements of those served.

Cultivate outstanding relationships
with companies in the food processing
industry, including the Detroit Produce
Terminal, and others.

Distribute food for 591,715 meals
every week to 552 partner agencies
in five southeastern Michigan counties.
Partner agencies include shelters, soup
kitchens, food pantries and senior
citizen centers that provide prepared
meals or pantry supplies directly to
hungry people.
Feed and educate more than 98,608
children a year through programs such
as Smart Bites, BackPack Program,
Cooking Matters™, Summer Lunches
for Children Program, school-based
mobile pantries, and Kids Helping Kids.
These programs provide meals and
snacks to children through school- and
community-based programs and provide
volunteer and educational opportunities
for young people to learn about hunger
and philanthropy.
Inform the community and raise
awareness about the causes of hunger,
the people making a difference in
fighting hunger, and the issues that still
remain in feeding our hungry neighbors.

Use an efficient, technologically
advanced system to collect, store and
distribute food, with very little waste,
through five strategically located
distribution centers in Livingston,
Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties.
Engage a professional staff and
30,500 dedicated volunteers to advance
Gleaners’ mission of curing hunger.
Provide the best service possible to
our partner agencies. Gleaners delivers
more than 21 million pounds of food
to partner agencies for free. The other
19 million pounds are distributed to
partners at 10 cents per pound through
a shared maintenance program and/or
food purchase program to offset the
costs of transporting, handling and
purchasing food.
Note: Figures based on 2010-11 fiscal year.
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Letter from our President

I

n our last Harvest newsletter, we asked you to tell us why you support
Gleaners. I want to personally thank the more than 300 readers who responded.
Your responses were informative and heart-warming. I’d like to share some
of them with you:

“I love that you ensure children
are fed. Children cannot help the
circumstances they are in. When
you change the life of a child, you change the future.”
—Diane, Southfield

“I know Gleaners makes every dollar I send work hard to
help those in need in my community.”
—Carolyn, Royal Oak

“My daughter is an elementary school teacher. She tells
me about several of her students who are always hungry
because they have no food at home. She said Gleaners
gives them snacks for school time.”
—Carol, Clinton Township

“I know what it feels like. I never want anyone to
experience that.”
—Brenda, Macomb

“It’s comforting to know that if I need food help you are
here and my dignity will be retained.”
—Michael, Macomb

“Because you have a good reputation and meet the
needs of truly needy children and families down on
their luck.”

—Frank, Dearborn Heights

“Because I don’t want people – especially children – to
go hungry and I believe Gleaners does a wonderful job
of providing the most food for my donation.”
—Micki, Clinton Township

“Because food is very important and the money stays in
my area.”
—Suzanne, Berkley

“I relate to others who have faced financial insecurity at
some point in their life.”
—Ann, Westland

“Because there are hungry people in our city.”
—Evelyn, Garden City

“Because you help local families in need, and you give
families an opportunity to give back by volunteering.”
—Yolanda, Detroit

All of us at Gleaners are humbled and inspired by your feedback. We appreciate your support, encouragement and
confidence in the work we do here at the food bank. And we are proud to be part of such a generous and caring
community. Thank you for all you do!
Sincerely,

W. DeWayne Wells, President
www.gcfb.org
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Gleaners Exceeds
First-Year Plan Goals

One year into our ambitious three-year plan to significantly reduce
hunger, Gleaners has met or exceeded nearly all of our first-year goals
for providing more meals and nutrition programs to hungry people.

Getting & Distributing More Food
Goal: 40 million pounds of food distributed... WE DID IT!
Gleaners distributed an unprecedented 40 millions pounds of food — 3.3 million pounds more than
last year — which provided 30.7 million meals.

Here’s How:
Expanding client
choice:
Nearly 4 million meals
for those struggling to
get enough to eat came
through 25 client choice
pantries. The client choice
model gets more food to
hungry families quicker
and reduces food waste
because patrons select
their own food in a market-like setting, instead of
receiving a pre-packaged box.
Delivering more food through mobile
distribution trucks:
With each stop, Gleaners’ mobile pantry delivers up
to 20,000 pounds of nutritious food in a refrigerated
trailer to communities where the need for food is high.
Gleaners sent 159 mobile pantry trucks to Oakland,
Wayne, Macomb, Livingston and Monroe counties,
providing 1,307,690 meals.
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Sending children home from
school with food for the weekend:
Gleaners’ BackPack Program targets schools
where a high proportion of children come to
school hungry and not able to learn. Last year,
the program fed 9,800 students at 68 schools.
BackPacks provide at least six meals for the
weekend and include fruit, vegetables, protein,
grains and milk.
Partnering with schools to reach
hungry children and families:
In Michigan, 36 percent of children are food insecure
(2011 Kids Count Data Book). To reach these children,
Gleaners piloted school-based mobile pantries at 105
sites, reaching 42,000 children and their families at
schools in Dundee, Highland, Detroit, Taylor, Belleville
and other areas. Each family received 50 pounds of food,
including fresh produce and meat, so students and their
family members, including parents and younger siblings,
had enough food to eat.
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Helping People Do More For Themselves
Goal: 4,791 more meals per day… WE MADE GREAT PROGRESS!
An additional 3,452 more meals per day than last year resulted from Gleaners providing classes and
connections to help people do more for themselves.

Here’s How:
Through Cooking Matters™ nutrition education
classes 1,000 southeast Michigan adults with children
at risk of hunger and malnutrition learned to shop for
and prepare healthy food on a limited budget. This
translated to 2,515 additional meals per day over the
course of one year.

Gleaners’ SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program) outreach coordinators helped 500 individuals
and families receive an average benefit of $81 a
month in SNAP dollars to purchase food, providing an
additional 937 meals each day for hungry families. Our
work has generated $1 million in annualized benefits
for those in need.
Note: Cooking Matters is a national program of Share Our Strength and
is administered locally by Gleaners.

*What is food insecurity?
Food insecurity means a limited or uncertain
availability of food for a household.

Southeast Michigan Meal Gap Data
County

Food insecurity*
rate

Estimated number
of food insecure
individuals

Total food budget
shortfall reported by
the food insecure

“Meal gap” (shortage
of meals needed, but
not being provided)

Livingston

13.1 %

23,700

$9,239,800

3,971,306

Macomb

17.7%

146,510

$56,515,690

24,477,747

Monroe

16.3%

24,880

$9,407,320

4,156,756

Oakland

15.3%

183,660

$71,703,480

30,684,474

Wayne

23.8%

471,470

$180,067,360

78,769,519

Totals

19.6%

4,344,734

$327,635,360

142,059,801

The national food insecurity rate is 16.6%
Source: Map the Meal Gap Report, 2009 data, Feeding America, released 2011
Note: Gleaners used a different formula to calculate the meal gap in the Fall 2010 Harvest; starting this year, Feeding America calculated meal gaps for counties
across America so we are now using this data; for details on the calculations and how Feeding America obtained the meal gap data, see www.feedingamerica.org
www.gcfb.org
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Building Capacity To Do More
Goal: 2,000 more volunteers, 16 percent more funds raised,
2.1 million pounds of food collected through food drives…
WE DID IT!
Here’s How:
•
•

30,000 volunteers sorted and packed food and
assisted with other food bank duties — an increase
of 20 percent
500 volunteers with special skills helped
with specific projects, such as teaching Cooking
Matters nutrition or cooking classes, assisting with
customer service, and evaluating partner agencies
— up from 200 in 2010

Brea Burton and Lativia Allen of
Inkster volunteer to hand out lunches
provided by Hunger Free Summer
at Westland’s Samuel B. Ware
Community Center.
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•

A 16.7 percent increase in donor contributions

•

Groups and individuals collected
the equivalent of 1.6 million meals
through food drives — an increase of 34 percent
from last year
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Top Three Challenges to Ending Hunger
Higher costs
Costs are rising due to higher
grocery prices, which are
expected to increase at nearly
twice the average annual
rate. Additionally, gas prices are
30 percent higher than a year
ago, which increases the cost of
transporting and distributing
food through Gleaners fleet of
18 vehicles.

Proposed
government cuts

Increased need for
dollars and volunteers

We may see cuts of 20 to 45
percent in low-income safety net
programs, including emergency,
supplemental and commodity
food programs for children and
seniors. This will decrease food
for vulnerable families and
children – while increasing the
demand at food pantries and
soup kitchens.

With more than three-quarters
of a million people in southeast
Michigan food insecure,
Gleaners must stretch goals for
food distribution. Ramping up
volunteerism and fund raising
will make this possible. Please
see the Gleaners website to learn
about volunteering or donating:
www.gcfb.org.

Source: Feeding America update on
federal policy negotiations and other issues
affecting food banks’ ability to address
emergency food needs, July 2011.
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7,700,000*

2010

2011

TEFAP Support In Food Pounds To Gleaners
FEMA Support In Food Pounds To Gleaners

330,000

2009

500,822

2008

1,600,000

377,000

0

1,900,000

4
2

Millions

(Reduction of
4.3 Million Meals)
*Projected 42% cut

6
5,800,000

FEMA Support In Food
Pounds to Gleaners

13,200,000

TEFAP Support In Food
Pounds to Gleaners

12

10,200,000

Chart shows sharp
drop in meals
for year ahead

14

11,400,000

Food Aid
Dwindles for
Area Families

Million

2012
www.gcfb.org
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s t or i e s of ho p e

Lessons in Food
Budgeting
Help Family of Five

A

wife and mother of three children,
Candice Rich was certain no one could
tell her anything new about cooking and
shopping. But a Cooking Matters™ class
offered through her daughter’s Head Start program
showed her new techniques for stretching her food
dollars that made it more economical to feed
her family.

Share Our Strength Cooking Matters courses, offered
locally through Gleaners, teach families with limited
resources how to budget for food, shop smartly,
and cook nutritious, tasty meals. The program
uses volunteer chefs and dieticians to teach the
six-week curriculum.
“I never bought a package of whole grain spaghetti in
my life. But Jacob [the chef instructor] demonstrated
a recipe with whole grain spaghetti, and it was
delicious.” Now, whole grain pasta is a staple in
Rich’s cupboard.
Rich says that she had been trying to add more
fiber to the family’s diet because her two-year-old
was constipated. The new nutrition and cooking
knowledge she learned through Cooking Matters
made a difference in her daughter’s regularity.
Rich is more savvy now too. She buys a whole
chicken and cooks it herself, instead of buying an
already cooked rotisserie chicken. While she used to
just “throw stuff in the buggy,” she now goes more
prepared and can shop for five people with $20.
The whole family eats healthier and for less money
today. The kids drink “Shrek juice,” smoothies with
kale, and eat sandwiches on whole wheat pita bread.
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Cooking Matters courses teach families
with limited resources how to budget for
food, shop smartly, and cook nutritious,
tasty meals.
Rich says her Cooking Matters cookbook has flour and
sauce splattered on the pages, worn out from much
use. She regularly shares the recipes with family and
friends, spreading her new-found knowledge with
others who can benefit.
Learn more about Cooking Matters at: www.gcfb.org.
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Food Aid Helps Family
Survive Rough Time

L

ate last spring, two hard-working parents,
Charlene and Mike, experienced a crisis they
never envisioned for themselves and their
two boys, ages 10 and 16. They were faced
with the possibility of a foreclosed home, utility shutoffs, and hunger.
Mike, who worked in the skilled trades, was laid off
with no certainty of a recall. He searched daily for
jobs and followed every lead, but did not find work.
Charlene worked part-time as a classroom aid at a
middle school, but she didn’t earn enough to support
the family and was going to be off work the
entire summer.
Worried about losing their Oakland County home,
they were even more concerned about buying food,
paying utility bills, and putting gas in their cars. They
needed immediate, temporary help until Mike could
find another job.
While seeking medical assistance for their children
at the public health department, Charlene and Mike
were referred to a nearby Gleaners’ pantry. Before this
point in their lives (they are both in their 40s), they
had never sought assistance of any kind.
Along with receiving emergency food that day, a
Gleaners’ SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program) outreach worker
located at the pantry
helped Charlene apply
for a Bridge Card to assist
with the family’s food
costs over the next
few months.

Charlene and Mike experienced
a crisis they never envisioned for
themselves and their two boys, ages
10 and 16. They were faced with the
possibility of a foreclosed home, utility
shut-offs, and hunger.

Fortunately, Mike found a job within four months,
and Charlene resumed work at the school in
September. And, while the temporary assistance
from the Gleaners pantry and the Bridge Card helped
them stay fed and keep their home, they are pleased
to be back at work and supporting their family
independently — the way they prefer.

The SNAP Outreach vehicle is often used as an
auxiliary office for signing people up for food aid.
www.gcfb.org
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Partners
in Action

Fish & Loaves
is entirely run
by volunteers.

Wayne County

Fish & Loaves Community Food Pantry, Taylor

F

ish & Loaves Community
Food Pantry started three
years ago with a few
Taylor churches partnering
to provide food assistance. It has
mushroomed into a 4,000-squarefoot client choice pantry that helps
Downriver families with food,
nutrition classes, and social services.
As one of the most successful client
choice pantries in metro Detroit,
Fish & Loaves provided 1.4 million
pounds of food to 13,000 clients last
year. Half of the pantry’s food came directly
from Gleaners.

As one of the most successful client
choice pantries in metro Detroit,
Fish & Loaves provided 1.4 million
pounds of food to 13,000 clients last year.
The pantry’s core mission is to serve people with
dignity, says Charles Vella, program administrator.
With client choice pantries, patrons choose the food
they want based on their family’s dietary needs,
restrictions and preferences. “There are no lines or
nothing where people have to beg for food and wait
for food,” he says. “Even though we are faith-based,
no one is ever asked to attend any church service or
listen to anything religious.”
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For many Fish & Loaves clients, their
visit to the food pantry is their first
experience receiving any kind of
help, and they don’t know how to
navigate the complex social services
system. The pantry has a social
worker from Wayne-Metro Community Action Agency
to help families with this challenge and to connect them
with needed services, such as utility and rent assistance.
Along with the social services help, Fish & Loaves also
grows a community garden for fresh produce and offers
Cooking Matters™ classes on food budgeting
and nutrition.
Serving the Downriver communities of Allen Park,
Brownstown Township, Dearborn Heights, Romulus,
Southgate and Taylor, Fish & Loaves is entirely run
by volunteers.
Fish & Loaves draws its name from a miracle written
about in the Bible, and the pantry’s growth has been
nothing short of miraculous. “It’s been unreal,”
Vella says.
Find more information at:
www.downriverfishandloaves.org.
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oakland County

Neighbor for Neighbor, Davisburg

I

n the northwest corner of Oakland County,
tucked in the back of a community center in
Davisburg, men and women of all ages line
up outside the door of Neighbor for Neighbor,
a Gleaners’ partner pantry. The pantry won’t open
for another 15 minutes, but the patrons are drawn to
the warm fellowship here. Many have driven from
surrounding rural communities, like Holly, Rose Center
and White Lake.
Neighbor for Neighbor’s executive director, Ruth
Karash, says hunger has affected everyone here:
seniors, people with disabilities, single-parent families,
and those who have never had to ask for help before.
“People who have lived with poverty know how to
manage better,” says Karash. “The newly poor have a
difficult time adjusting.”
Completely volunteer run, Neighbor for Neighbor not
only provides food – 60 to 110 families each week leave
with at least two bags of groceries – but has a well

“People who have lived with poverty
know how to manage better. The newly
poor have a difficult time adjusting.”
—Ruth Karash, Executive Director
organized clothing bank (the only one still open in the
area). Additionally, housing aid is available to families
who are short on rent or utility payments.
In rural communities, transportation is a huge issue.
Everything is further away, and residents must get
around without a public transit system. “A lot of people
are asking for gas cards,” says Karash, but she has only
a few for emergency situations.
Many of the agency’s food and financial resources
have dwindled in past years, while the number of
people served has doubled. Yet Neighbor for Neighbor
continues to be a reliable source of food and a
welcoming place for those in need. Karash credits
volunteer dedication and a supportive community of
nonprofits, churches and individuals – and support
from Gleaners, which delivers 8,000 pounds of food
each month – for the pantry’s stability.
Find more information at:
www.neighborforneighbor.net.
www.gcfb.org
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Child Hunger
Ends Here

A

report compiled by Gleaners this fall shows
how Michigan’s economic downturn has
dramatically affected children. The Report
on Child Hunger in Michigan finds that
child hunger is a crisis right now:
Michigan has more children living without
a working parent than in 46 other states.
The number of Michigan children living in
poverty jumped from 19% to 23% in one year.

By the 3rd grade, hungry children have
lower reading and math scores than their
non-hungry peers.

Local teachers note that they see children coming to
school hungry every day, and it affects their ability to
learn. Because our children cannot afford to wait until
the economy recovers for the nourishment they need
to thrive, Gleaners has published the Report on Child
Hunger in Michigan.
The report details the reasons for Gleaners’ most
ambitious effort to date to feed our hungry neighbors
and reach as many children as possible. Read the report
and make your pledge today at www.gcfb.org.

Hungry kindergartners lag 13%
behind their peers in reading score gains.
By the 3rd grade, hungry children have
lower reading and math scores than their
non-hungry peers.
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Findings in the Gleaners report are compiled from a number of
sources, including the 2011 Kids Count Data Book (Annie E. Casey
Foundation) and a U.S. Department of Education early childhood
education study.
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2012 Winter & Spring
Event Calendar
FEBRUARY 25
Pewabic Pottery
Empty Bowls
Join us at Michigan’s historic
Pewabic Pottery and support
Gleaners by purchasing a bowl
made by a local student or
potter. The cost of the bowl
($5–25) includes soup and bread. Receive updates on this
event by texting GLEANERS to 27138.

Find more details
on these and other upcoming
events at www.gcfb.org.

MAY 5
Fill the Gazebo
Join the Livingston County
Association of Realtors as they
collect monetary and food
donations to help struggling
residents. Learn how you can help
fill Brighton’s Millpond Gazebo
during this 10th annual event at
www.gcfb.org.

March 22
Pinckney Community
High School Empty
Bowls

MAY 12

The 19th Annual Empty Bowls
event supports Gleaners’
Shared Harvest Pantry, which
provides emergency food
for 3,000 Livingston County
residents monthly. For a small donation, attendees receive
a student-made bowl and a soup and bread dinner. Visit
www.gcfb.org for more information.

Be part of the largest one-day food
drive in the nation! On May 12,
the National Association of Letter
Carriers will collect nonperishable
food donations at residents’ mailboxes. Stay updated by
texting GLEANERS to 27138 or visiting www.gcfb.org.

APRIL 18
Women’s Power
Breakfast at GM
Wintergarden,
Renaissance Center,
Detroit

ONGOING
Nourishing Hope
Bus Tours

Gather with hundreds of
metro Detroit’s most influential women at our annual
networking breakfast to raise awareness and funds
to fight child hunger. Last year’s sold-out event raised
$190,500. Receive updates on your phone by texting
WPB to 27138, or visit us online at www.gcfb.org.

National Association of
Letter Carrier’s Stamp Out
Hunger Food Drive

Learn about hunger in your
community, and how Gleaners
and our partner agencies are
combating it, on this free, twohour bus tour. For dates and
registration, visit www.gcfb.org/bustours or contact
Denise at 866-GLEANER, ext 404 or dleduc@gcfb.org.

www.gcfb.org
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News Briefs

Hunger Free Summer
Businesses, non-profits and individuals rallied
to provide two million meals for children in southeast
Michigan last summer through the first-ever Hunger Free
Summer campaign.
Spearheaded and underwritten by the Charter One Foundation,
the campaign also received support from Ford Motor Company
Fund and Community Services, Hiller’s and Hollywood Markets,
Enterprise Rent-A-Car, TMT Racing and The Young Foundation.
Together, these businesses provided $250,000 and helped raise
an additional $250,000, yielding $500,000 to fight child hunger.
Gleaners Community Food Bank and Forgotten Harvest used
the funds to distribute two million meals to southeast Michigan
children through a variety of channels, including weekend
backpacks, sack lunches, and mobile pantry distributions to
schools and community sites.
Gleaners is grateful to the sponsors, donors and partner
agencies that have made this program a success. It is only
through partnerships that we can and will end child hunger.

Gleaners Harvest fall 2011
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Chefs Battle it Out to Fight Hunger
in Livingston and Oakland Counties

Bernie Smilovitz and Friends
Tee Off for Gleaners

Greens, corn and tomatoes were flying
inside Bordine’s Brighton greenhouse at the 7th
Annual Iron Chef in August. Sponsored in part
by Jack & Jeanette Berry, the event raised over
$80,000 to fight hunger in Livingston County.
The fun continued in September with the first
Baker Tilly Iron Chef competition at Bordine’s in
Rochester. More on these heated competitions at
www.gcfb.org/harvestironchef.

At the Harvest Classic golf
outing, presented by Epoch
Restaurant Group, WDIV sportscaster
Bernie Smilovitz and Gleaners
supporters raised the equivalent of
180,000 meals for neighbors in need.
For details of the September event and
shots on the green, see www.gcfb.org/
harvestbernie.

Area Businesses Put up Their Dukes to Stop Child Hunger
Competition for a cause! A July Oakland County business-to-business
contest, Food Fight to Tackle Childhood Hunger, yielded 34,063 days of
food for local kids in need. Read about the winners of this annual two-week
showdown at www.gcfb.org/harvestfoodfight.

www.gcfb.org
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Kroger brings hope to the table for
hungry neighbors

K

roger’s commitment to providing fresh,
wholesome food extends beyond their
stores. Kroger has been deeply involved
with Gleaners’ mission, providing 2.7
million meals for our hungry neighbors in southeast
Michigan through food and fund donations, and
serving as leadership for 22 years on Gleaners’ Board
of Directors. Currently, Kroger’s Michigan Controller,
Kevin Trombley serves as an officer on the board.
Kevin shared, “The Kroger Company is in the food
business, so the goal of eradicating hunger is
especially close to our hearts. Hunger is an equalopportunity problem: it affects all ages, all races and
all backgrounds. We are always proud to partner
with Gleaners and work together to end hunger in
our communities.”

“The Kroger Company is in the food
business, so the goal of eradicating
hunger is especially close to our
hearts.”

Gleaners thanks Kroger for its dedicated
partnership in combating hunger.

—Kevin Trombley, Michigan Controller
The Kroger Company

United Way makes closing
the hunger gap a priority

U

nited Way for Southeastern
Michigan is an important
partner in the fight
against hunger.

In 2009, food assistance became the top
need of people seeking help. United Way
has since made closing the hunger gap a
priority in our region. In the last two years,
United Way has distributed 20 million
meals throughout southeast Michigan
and increased participation and funding
for school meals and emergency food and
shelter programming.
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United Way has directly supported Gleaners
Community Food Bank through
generous annual contributions to
our client choice pantry programs
and through designated
gifts to United Way’s annual
campaign. Gleaners is deeply
appreciative for United Way’s
commitment to end hunger in
our community.
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You!
can make a

•

Each $1 you donate
helps Gleaners feed one
hungry person for one day.

•

96¢ of every dollar you
give goes directly toward
feeding hungry people.

difference

1

Send a check:

Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan
2131 Beaufait St., Detroit, MI 48207-3410

8

9

If your company can contribute:

Melissa Watkins, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 307, or
mwatkins@gcfb.org

2

Call in a credit card or installment gift:

3

Donate online:

4

Transfer stock:

Ask your broker to contact
John Dennison, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 233

Detroit and Taylor:
Alma Perez, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 239,
or aperez@gcfb.org

5

Ask your employer for a matching gift:

Warren:
William Jambeau, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 354,
or wjambeau@gcfb.org

6

Lisa Walker, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 241

www.gcfb.org

Tell your employer you donated to Gleaners and request a
matching gift. If your company does not have a matching gift
program, ask about starting one.
Provide a Memorial or Tribute Gift for a
Special Occasion:

Shannon Transit, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 271, or stransit@gcfb.org

7

Leave a Legacy:

Bernadette Doré, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 309, or bdore@gcfb.org

Volunteer:

You can help with food packing, mailing or at
one of our special events. Individuals, families
and groups are welcome. Contact one of
Gleaners’ volunteer coordinators to arrange to
volunteer at one of our five distribution centers:

Pontiac:
Sarah Blight, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 403,
or sblight@gcfb.org
Howell:
Michelle Ounanian, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 335,
or mounanian@gcfb.org
Special Events:
Suzette Hohendorf, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 243,
or shohendorf@gcfb.org

Please remember:

Your donation is 100% tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan
is a 501(c)(3) organization. Individuals, married couples and businesses may claim 50% of their cash donations to Gleaners on
their Michigan Income Tax Return as a tax credit for contributions to homeless shelters and food banks. Individuals may claim
50% of gifts up to $200; married couples filing jointly may claim 50% of gifts up to $400; and businesses may claim 50% of
gifts up to $10,000. Please consult your tax advisor before making a claim.

www.gcfb.org
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Letter from our Board Chair

A

s the lead story in this issue of Harvest
outlines, Gleaners has either met or
exceeded nearly all of its goals in year
one of an ambitious, three-year strategic
plan. I wish to congratulate our hard-working staff for
collecting and distributing yet another record amount
of food for our hungry neighbors, and for reaching
thousands of people with information and resources
to help them stretch their food dollars. I also want to
thank the thousands of donors and volunteers who
contributed food, funds, time and expertise to our
success during the last fiscal year. We could not have
done it without you.

Local, state and federal budget
and policy decisions affect the
amount of assistance available
to help struggling families. The
staff and board are constantly
examining these and other
trends, such as poverty and unemployment rates, to
ensure we have the resources to meet the needs of our
region’s hungry children, families and seniors.
In such dynamic and unpredictable times, your
steadfast support is truly appreciated. As we enter
year two of our strategic plan, with even more
ambitious goals, we are reassured knowing you are
there to provide the resources to get the job done. On
behalf of everyone on the Gleaners team, thank you.

Gleaners operates in a rapidly changing and complex
environment. Local, national and international trends
influence the demand for emergency food as well as
the availability of free and low-cost food to supply our
partner network of pantries, soup kitchens and shelters.
Political unrest in oil-producing countries drives up the
price of fuel for our fleet of trucks. Natural disasters
destroy crops, driving up food prices and resulting
in less surplus food for the emergency food network.

Sincerely,

Michael Acheson,
Board Chair

Gleaners Board/Staff Updates

G

leaners Community Food Bank extends
our fondest farewell to Tom Murphy as he
retires from the position of Finance Vice
President. Tom’s contribution to Gleaners
has been monumental. His work and camaraderie will
be missed!

with Michigan companies,
he has held positions as
chief financial officer, vice
president, general manager
and controller. Welcome to
the Gleaners family!

Gleaners also bids farewell to Agency Relations
Coordinator Beth MacLeod. After 10 years of service
with Gleaners, Beth’s passion and warm smile will
be missed.

We also welcome new board members Bryan Becker,
Katy Locker, and returning board member Walt Young.
Thank you to retiring members Pat Berwanger, Vince
Dow, Velva Clark, and Gerald Israel for your service.

As we bid farewell to two friends, we welcome
another: John Dennison, appointed to Finance Vice
President. During John’s three decades of experience
Gleaners Harvest fall 2011
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Gleaners Distribution Centers:

Board of Directors
founder
Gene Gonya

Officers

Gleaners Detroit Headquarters &
	Distribution Center
		
2131 Beaufait St., Detroit
Gleaners Livingston County Distribution Center
		
5924 Sterling Dr., Howell
Gleaners Oakland County Distribution Center
		
120 E. Columbia Ave., Pontiac
Gleaners Taylor Distribution Center
		
25698 Northline Rd., Taylor
Gleaners Joan & Wayne Webber Distribution Center
		
24162 Mound Rd., Warren

Michael H. Acheson, Chair
Interlaken, LLC

Founding member of:

Kevin Trombley, Asst. Treasurer
	The Kroger Company

Catherine D. Schmitt, Secretary
University of Detroit Mercy
Lenora Hardy-Foster, Asst. Secretary
Southwest Solutions
Dave VanderPloeg, Treasurer
	Flagstar Bank

W. DeWayne Wells, President
Gleaners Community Food Bank
of Southeastern Michigan

The Food
Bank
Council of
Michigan

directors

Member of:
The United Way

Walt Young, Vice Chair
Community Leader

The Better
Business
Bureau

Bryan Becker
The Hunter Group, LLC.
Paul Glantz
	Emagine Entertainment
Ned Greenberg
	DataNet Quality Systems

Recognized as:

Katy Locker
Hudson-Webber Foundation
Richard Loewenstein
JARC
David L. Morrison
	PNC Bank
Erica Peresman
Community Leader
Ellen Rogers
	Television Host
Nancy Rosso
	Livingston County United Way

www.gcfb.org

Underwriting Partner and Match Donor:

Match Donors:

More than 300,000 children in
southeast Michigan who receive
meals in school are home – and
hungry – during the summer
months. Thanks to Charter One
Foundation and other corporate
and community donors, Gleaners
and Forgotten Harvest provided
2 million meals to these children
through the Hunger Free Summer
campaign. Learn more at
www.HungerFreeSummer.org.

The Young
Foundation
Partner Retailers:

Charity Beneficiaries:

