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All children deserve
enough nutritious fooD
Yet 1 in 6 are not getting what they
need. Gleaners takes on the challenge
of child hunger in southeast Michigan.
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Gleaners launches three-year effort to get 45,000
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the most ambitious strategic plan in our 33-year history.
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Learn how your family can become a Hunger-Fighting Family
by helping Gleaners and our national partner, Feeding America,
fight hunger. Visit www.hungerfreefamilies.org and make a
difference today.

Distribute food for 532,544 meals
every week to 484 partner agencies in
five southeastern Michigan counties.
Partner agencies include shelters,
soup kitchens, food pantries and senior
citizen centers that provide prepared
meals or pantry supplies directly to
hungry people.
Feed and educate more than 36,532
children a year through programs such
as Kids Café, KidSnack, BackPack
Program, Operation Frontline, Summer
Lunches for Children Program, and
Kids Helping Kids. These programs
provide hot meals to children in afterschool programs, snacks to children
in disadvantaged neighborhoods, and
volunteer opportunities for young
people to learn about philanthropy.
Inform the community and raise
awareness about the causes of hunger,
the people making a difference in
fighting hunger, and the issues that still
remain in feeding our hungry neighbors.

Use an efficient, technologically
advanced system to collect, store and
distribute food, with very little waste,
through five strategically located
distribution centers in Livingston,
Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Counties.
Engage a professional staff and
25,000 dedicated volunteers to advance
Gleaners’ mission of curing hunger.
Provide the best service possible to
our partner agencies. Gleaners delivers
more than 18 million pounds of food
to partner agencies for free. The other
18 million pounds are distributed to
partners at 10 cents per pound through
a shared maintenance program and/or
food purchase program to offset the
costs of transporting, handling and
purchasing food.
Note: Figures based on 2009-10 fiscal year.
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Letter from our President

T

his edition of Gleaners
Harvest magazine
introduces our strategic
plan for the next three years.
It is our most aggressive
plan ever, because we believe
aggressive action is needed to
address the continuing hunger
crisis affecting our region.
This issue also describes how
you can be part of closing
the hunger gap in southeast Michigan. Please take a
moment to read the many ways you can help and give
us a call about volunteering or donating.
At the end of July and in early August, many in our
community experienced a lapse in unemployment
insurance payments as they waited for Congress to
pass an extension of benefits. As a result, Gleaners
experienced an explosion of phone calls and e-mail
messages from people who needed food assistance.
The benefits extension has provided temporary relief
for many of these households, but others are falling
through the cracks. “Beth”, for example, wrote to us in
response to a recent mail appeal. She said,

The unemployment benefits extension
has provided temporary relief for
many households, but others are
falling through the cracks.
It is for Beth, and for many others like her, that
Gleaners is planning to get and distribute more
food than ever before – a total of 50 million pounds
annually by 2013. With your help, we will achieve our
goal. Thank you for your support.

W. DeWayne Wells
President

“I would love to help but I am
in need myself. I have been
unemployed for 22 months.
Unemployment is running out in
the next two weeks. My car needs
repairing. I am in need of food
and personal items. God bless you.”

www.gcfb.org
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Growing Hunger Gap Requires Ambitious Response
Gleaners launches three-year
strategic plan to manage largest
planned growth in 33 years

R

ight now in southeast Michigan, parents are
skipping meals to feed their children; seniors are
choosing to heat their homes or fill prescriptions
instead of buying enough food; and kids are arriving at
school with empty stomachs, unable to learn. In fact,
more than 700,000 people are missing meals every week.
And while Gleaners and our partner agencies currently
supply 79,000 meals per day – the equivalent of 36
million pounds of food a year – we must do much more
now to address the severe meal gap that currently exists
in Detroit and its suburbs.
Over the next three years, we will focus on three areas
of activity: getting and distributing more food, helping
people rely more on themselves for food, and growing
our ability to feed more people.

Get and distribute more
and better food
More food: If successful, we will provide 45,000
more meals per day to people in need by the end of
2013 – a 57 percent increase. This strategy involves 170
mobile pantry distributions each year for our hungry
neighbors who live where permanent emergency food
providers are lacking or can’t meet current demand. This
will grow our mobile distributions from 1.4 million to
2.4 million pounds annually by 2013.
More choice: We will also help open six new
client choice pantries. “Client choice” is a model of
emergency food distribution that enables clients to select
their own food, much like a grocery store. These pantries
engage an entire community in their efforts to stock the
pantry as well as to provide volunteers to serve hungry
neighbors at low or no cost to the pantry. They typically
have less waste, higher efficiencies, and can serve more
Gleaners Harvest LATE FALL 2010

people with more food at a lower cost than a traditional
pantry. Adding six pantries will nearly double our client
choice pantry food distribution from 3.2 million pounds
to 6.2 million pounds by 2013.
Better nutrition: We will remain committed
to providing the most healthful food possible, working
with farmers, food donors and community gardens to
increase nutritious choices for hungry families. With one
in six children lacking sufficient nutrition, we are also
putting a high priority on expanding our after-school
KidSnack Program and food-for-the-weekend BackPack
Program, so that all children have the food they need to
grow healthy and strong.

Help people rely on sources
other than emergency food
SNAP Outreach: Working at near capacity,
Gleaners and our 484 partner agencies cannot entirely
close the meal gap that now exists. Government food
assistance plays an important role. Yet, especially in
areas where poverty is growing, enrollment in the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
is low. Through a pilot program launched this year,
Gleaners has already assisted 40 households to apply for
and receive SNAP benefits, which average about $80 a

3
month per household. Our goal is to increase the number enrolled
more than 12 times, to 500 annually, which will result in 2,750
more meals per day being provided.

Calculating the Meal Gap
12.6 million meals per day needed
to feed everyone in our region

Nutrition Education: We will continue to grow the
Operation Frontline program. Share Our Strength’s Operation
Frontline – operated locally by Gleaners – is a direct outreach
program that helps families provide 11,300 more meals per day for
themselves through learning about food budgeting, shopping and
healthy cooking. Volunteer culinary and nutrition professionals
teach cooking classes focusing on nutrition and food budgeting
to people who are at risk of hunger and malnutrition. Classes run
for four to six weeks and are held at nonprofit community centers.
Participants have reported saving up to $25 per grocery store visit
after they have completed the program.
Access to Fresh Food: Fresh Food Share, an
inexpensive monthly produce purchase program, will also grow,
with a goal to reach 2,000 households monthly by 2013, providing
440 additional meals for Detroit families. Fresh Food Share
improves access to healthy, nutritious food for folks living in
urban communities that lack grocery stores or other outlets for
fresh produce.

85%

10,710,000 / The Economy

10%

1,008,000 / Government Programs

4%

756,000 / The Meal Gap

1%

126,000 / Emergency Food

Each day in southeast Michigan,
roughly 12.6 million meals are needed to
feed 4.2 million people. During healthy
economic times, the economy (employment
income, family support, Social Security
and pension incomes, and other sources)
would naturally provide approximately 95
percent of those meals, while government
food programs would provide four percent
and emergency food providers (food banks,
food pantries and other nonprofits) would
provide one percent.

Build capacity to do more
To feed more people, Gleaners must get everyone involved.
Whether you are an individual or corporate donor; a volunteer;
reporter, blogger or other member of the media; or part of a
nonprofit or for-profit organization, you can make a difference.
To learn how you can play a role in achieving our ambitious goal
to provide 45,000 more meals per day by 2013, see page 4.

Gleaners estimates, with 15 percent
unemployment, that the economy is
providing only 85 percent of the meals.
The government continues to provide
around 4 percent of the meals, lagging
far behind the need for assistance, while
emergency food providers are struggling
to meet the remaining 11 percent gap of
756,000 meals.
www.gcfb.org
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How you can help
close the hunger gap

You Can Drive Out Hunger – One
Van at a Time!

W

e need everyone’s help in closing the meal
gap and relieving hunger for our neighbors.
Be a Hunger Hero and help Gleaners make
sure that children, seniors and other vulnerable
people get the nourishment they need. Here’s some
ways that you can help:

Hold a “Drive Out Hunger” food drive
Organize a food drive at your school, in your
neighborhood, or at your workplace, and take the
challenge of filling a Ford Transit Connect van at your
location! (See sidebar.) Contact Stephanie Melnick at
1-866-GLEANER, ext. 270, or smelnick@gcfb.org.
Sort and pack food
Volunteer to sort and pack
food, or help with mailings
or other tasks, at one of
Gleaners’ five distribution
centers by calling
1-866-GLEANER. For
opportunities in Detroit,
Warren and Taylor, call Alma
Perez at ext. 239; in Pontiac,
Sarah Blight at ext. 403; in Howell, Michelle Ounanian at
ext. 335.
Join our Speakers Bureau or host a
speaker for your group
Gleaners “ambassadors” speak on behalf of the food
bank to groups throughout metro Detroit, helping others
understand how Gleaners works and how their support
helps nourish the community. Visit www.gcfb.org to
learn how to become a speaker or schedule a speaker for
your group.
Organize a benefit event
Party for a good cause! Organize a fundraising event on
behalf of Gleaners to help in the fight against hunger.
Through Gleaners’ website, you can notify us about
your event, and we’ll post it on our website. Route any

Gleaners Harvest LATE FALL 2010

Gleaners is launching “Drive Out
Hunger,” a campaign to collect at least two
million more pounds of food from food drives by the
year 2013. The program uses Ford Transit Connect
vehicles to encourage companies and community
groups to fill the van when they conduct a food drive.
The Transit Connect vans, provided to Gleaners
through a partnership with the United Way for
Southeastern Michigan and Forgotten Harvest, can
hold around 1,500 pounds of food from communityorganized drives. Schedule your “Drive out Hunger”
food drive today!

specific requests or questions to Suzette Hohendorf
at shohendorf@gcfb.org or call 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 243.
Arrange a Gleaners bus tour
Bring your group on a two-hour bus tour to see the work
of Gleaners Community Food Bank up close. Visit some
of our pantry or soup kitchen partners as they distribute
food provided by Gleaners, tour one of our impressive
distribution centers, and hear stories from people
whose lives have been impacted by hunger. For more
information, contact Denise Leduc at 1-866-GLEANER,
ext. 404, or dleduc@gcfb.org.
Donate dollars
Giving is easy online at www.gcfb.org. Every dollar you
donate provides three meals for a hungry neighbor.
Ninety-six cents of every dollar goes directly into food
distribution and food programs, with only 4 cents going
to overhead.
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Partners in Action
In each issue of Harvest, Gleaners
highlights one or two of our agency
partners. Since this issue features
Gleaners’ BackPack Program (see pages
6 and 7), we are excited to introduce
you to a BackPack school, Beaumont
Elementary School in Waterford, that is
working hard to alleviate hunger for its
young students.
OAKLAND COUNTY
Beaumont Elementary School, Waterford
Beaumont Elementary School in Waterford doesn’t just
focus on academic achievement. According to principal
Jan McCartan, the school looks at the whole child and
his or her unique assets. So when school personnel
realized early last school year that lack of nutritious
food was affecting many of the students’ success, they
were thrilled to learn about and begin using Gleaners’
BackPack Program.
More than one-third of Beaumont’s 400 students are
lacking resources that a typical family would have,
notes McCartan. Nearly 40 percent of the students
receive free or reduced-price lunch. Before BackPack,
some students were coming to school hungry, not
properly nourished and worrying about the food
supply at home. The school even experienced some
students stealing snacks and food from other students’
lunch boxes. Since the BackPack Program started,
McCartan says that no one has reported missing food.
“Many kids are worrying about food and their families
not having enough money for food,” says McCartan.
“These kids are wonderful, sweet, amazing kids. They
just come from families that don’t always have enough
money to buy groceries.”

She says that the BackPack Program eliminates that
worry, giving kids food they can prepare themselves,
like cereal, canned chili or granola bars. “BackPack
takes the worry and anxiety away for a lot of
our students.”
Well-fed children also contribute
to a smoother day at school for
everyone. McCartan says
that when the students are
hungry, they’re cranky.
They think about food
and how long until
lunch, and they are not
able to concentrate on
their various subjects.
There are more visits to
the principal’s office too.
As for the parents, McCartan
says that they are truly
appreciative of the BackPacks
their children receive. It
provides a sense of
relief from always
wondering how
they’re going to fill
their cupboards.
Every week,
BackPack
provides around
seven pounds
of food for
each family,
the equivalent
of at least six
nutritionally
balanced meals.

Above: Beaumont Elementary
School principal Jan McCartan

“Every child deserves food, to
be well-nourished and have energy to be successful
throughout their school day,” says McCartan.
For more information on Gleaners’ BackPack Program,
visit our website at www.gcfb.org/backpack.

www.gcfb.org
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Food for the Weekend
Gleaners’ BackPack Program helps reduce child
hunger at home when school is not in session

A

n unfortunate reality, children attending
many urban and suburban schools in
southeast Michigan are skipping meals
and going hungry while at home. Teachers and
staff members are worried that weekends are
especially hard on children who receive free and
reduced-price lunches during the week. That’s
where Gleaners’ BackPack Program steps in,
offering a take-home bag of food each Thursday
or Friday that will provide at least six balanced
meals for children until school starts back up
on Monday.

“The packs really help the kids.
Our school is closing and one of our
students is worried that he won’t
get a BackPack at his new school.”
— Pamela Green, William Grace Elementary
This fall, more than 4,000 of our community’s
children at 37 area schools (14 more than last year) are
being sent home with food at the end of every week to
help nourish them and their families throughout the
weekend. The BackPacks are filled with easy-to-prepare
foods that are safe and appealing to eat without cooking.
While Gleaners focuses on serving high-need schools in
Detroit and Pontiac, BackPack has expanded to address
growing pockets of need in middle-class communities
like Waterford, Troy, Warren, Plymouth, Birmingham
and Auburn Hills, where many households with
unemployed parents are finding it tough to make ends
meet. Trends in the BackPack Program illustrate how
hunger touches everyone.

“It was heartwarming when one
of my parents came to me and said
that the BackPack food helped her
family out because she was running
low on food that weekend. The
BackPacks have helped children in
my classroom tremendously.”

Gleaners goal is to provide BackPacks to 100 percent of
the children in high-need schools in the future so that

— Laqueline Cobb, Thirkell Elementary School

Gleaners Harvest LATE FALL 2010
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school administrators and teachers won’t have to choose who is
the neediest of the needy. “That’s a desperate position for the
schools,” says Rachelle Bonelli, director of youth and nutrition
programs at Gleaners.

“Lots of parents in our school have lost their
jobs so the BackPacks are a real help.”
— Cherise Cupidore, Crescent Academy
Gleaners hopes to distribute one million pounds of BackPack food
this year. Each pack costs approximately $5, so it’s an expensive
program to operate. To keep food consistently nutritious, Gleaners’
must purchase food items, which is the majority of the $5 per
pack cost.
Funding and food donations are greatly needed.
Please call Sarah Blight at 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 403, or e-mail
sblight@gcfb.org to find out how you can help. For more
information on BackPack, visit www.gcfb.org/backpack.

“We selected 50 of our neediest kids to
participate in this program. Weekly, children
ask if they can have their BackPack early
because they are going to be absent or
leaving early on Friday. For a young child
to have that much forethought, it must be
meaningful and important to them”

What’s in a BackPack?
Each BackPack is
comprised of a highly
nutritious package of
food that will provide
at least six meals:
Fruit: one large can of fruit, such as
peaches, with a pull-top as available
Vegetables: one large can of
vegetables, such as green beans, with
a pull-top as available
Grains: one 15-ounce box of cereal, such
as Raisin Bran, or 15-ounce box of crackers
Milk: two 8-ounce shelf-stable containers
of milk
Protein: two protein-rich food items,
such as beef stew, foilpouch tuna or
chicken,
				
or beans

— Jessica Adelmann, Rawsonville Elementary School

www.gcfb.org
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STORIES OF HOPE

Snapshots from St. Patrick Senior Center
In the heart of Midtown Detroit, St. Patrick Senior Center provides hot meals to
approximately 200 seniors, seven days per week. The noon meal not only nourishes aging adults,
but also offers the opportunity for social interaction, an important part of sustaining
self-sufficiency and independence for seniors – especially when there is an increased risk of
isolation. In this story, we’ll introduce you to four participants at St. Patrick Senior Center who
talk about what it means to share a meal daily with friends in a safe and caring place.

Curtis’s Story

Ernie’s Story

Curtis Lloyd, 66, a veteran
from the Vietnam era,
is tall and thin, with a
quiet disposition. He’s
been coming to St. Patrick
Senior Center since he
turned 60, and says that
he felt welcome from day
one. Not only does he eat
a hearty lunch here every
day of the week, but he also volunteers at the
reception desk and scoops ice cream twice a month
at special events.

Ernie Popyk, 99, was born
in Ukraine and moved to
the United States in 1925.
He was 14 years old. After
many years struggling,
wandering and working, he
finally settled in Hamtramck
and raised a family.
Recently he moved from
his house in Hamtramck to a retirement community in
Dearborn. He still comes to St. Pat once or twice a week,
enjoying the noon meal and time with friends. “I’m the
oldest man here,” he says proudly.

Before Lloyd came to St. Pat, he admits that he ate
horribly. “Before coming here, I was eating hamburgers
and hotdogs,” he says. “Being a single man, I don’t cook
much. Now, I wonder how I was surviving.”

“Being a single man, I don’t
cook much. Now, I wonder
how I was surviving.”
The center also provides a social outlet; Lloyd has
met friends and participates in dance and computer
classes, bingo and other activities. “I’ve gotten to know
everybody; it feels good being here.” Lloyd lives off
a small pension from the V.A. so he appreciates the
homemade meals at St. Pat. “I get a good square meal
a day,” says Lloyd. “We all need that.”

Gleaners Harvest LATE FALL 2010

Ernie, age 99, is grateful for
the nutritious lunch and the
camaraderie at St. Pat.
Popyk recently stopped participating in the dance
programs at the center, saying that he has “slowed down.”
Grateful for the nutritious lunch and the camaraderie
at St. Pat, he wishes there were more resources for free
or inexpensive meals around when he first came to the
United States. “It would have made it so much easier.”

9
STORIES OF HOPE

Kathy’s Story

Virgil’s Story

Over the years, Kathy
Washington, 70, has
worked as a bar maid and
nursing assistant, and
held jobs at NBD Bank
and, most recently, at
Technicolor, until she was
laid off. Her daughter and
four grandchildren live
with her, and she survives
on a small Social Security
income. “I manage to make
ends meet, and I make some
money babysitting for my
grandchildren.” Washington
also volunteers at St. Pat and
at Detroit special events, like River Days and Jazz Fest.
She comes to St. Pat for lunch three days each week, and
is here often to volunteer and participate in activities,
like Hustle dance lessons. Of the meals she receives at
St. Pat, Washington says, “It helps me out to not have to
fix any lunch; I enjoy the company.”

A recent widow, Virgil
Ann Davis, 75, can still get
around, even if it is from the
seat of her mobility scooter.
She says that many seniors
are lonely, so the fellowship
at St. Patrick Senior Center
is as important as the food.
Every day, Davis shows
up for lunch, noting that she doesn’t
cook at home any more. Lacking a big
appetite, she always takes half of her
lunch portion home to have for dinner.
“It’s helping me,” she says.

“I manage to make

ends meet, and I make
some money babysitting
for my grandchildren.”

Whenever she receives an abundance
of food or other help from community
agencies, she immediately shares it with others in
need. The spirit of giving is in her blood. Davis says
that she grew up in a family that cared about food and
remembers that many neighbors depended on her
mother for food. “My mother always had a pot of food
going,” says Davis. “If you came over to our house, you
ate.” It’s not a wonder she feels so at home, comfortable
and welcome in the close-knit, caring community at
St. Patrick Senior Center.

www.gcfb.org
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Why Children Should Never Go Hungry

A

ccording to the USDA, 12.4 million American
children – one in six – are food insecure.
A study conducted by Feeding America and
John Cook, Ph.D., a nationally recognized expert on
hunger from the Boston Medical Center and Boston
University School of Medicine, says that the impact
of child hunger is more far reaching than one
might anticipate.
Child Food Insecurity: The Economic Impact On Our
Nation explains how a hungry child can become a
diminished adult, and a burden to society. Some
of the report’s findings describe how hunger can
escalate into greater personal and societal problems:
Child hunger first causes
health problems:

Hungry children are sick more often, more likely to
be hospitalized, and more likely to suffer physical,
emotional and developmental impairment.
Child hunger then creates
educational problems:

Under-nutrition before the age of three
fundamentally changes the neurological structure
of the brain and central nervous system, harming a
child’s ability to learn. Hungry children often have
lower academic achievement.
Child hunger later leads
to workforce and job
readiness problems:

Many adults who experienced hunger as children are
not well prepared mentally, emotionally, physically
or socially to perform in contemporary work
environments. Child hunger can lead to greater
absenteeism and turnover in the work place.
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Hungry children are sick more often,
more likely to be hospitalized, and more
likely to suffer physical, emotional and
developmental impairment.
In southeast Michigan 40 percent of emergency food
users at Gleaners’ partner food pantries, soup kitchens
and shelters are children. Additionally, our KidSnack
and BackPack programs specifically target school-age
children so they are better able to learn and thrive
because they are better nourished. Learn more about
Gleaners’ programs at www.gcfb.org.
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Growing it Green
for Gleaners

E

ach year, area gardens and farms, large and
small, contribute more than 313,000 pounds of
produce to the food bank. As Gleaners strives to
distribute more nutritious food into the community,
these gardens will continue to play an important
role in creating a more healthful food mix. Here’s a
look at three very different partner farms run by a
corporation, a municipality and a nonprofit.

Aisin Community Garden, Plymouth
The Dirt: A 50 x 20 foot garden planted in front of

Aisin’s main building near M-14 and Beck Road started
with individual donations from Aisin employees; staff
who don’t work in the garden often bring donations
from home gardens to add to the bounty.
What’s Growing: Corn, beans, tomatoes,
pumpkins, cantaloupe, squash and Japanese eggplant;
yield will be around 350 pounds, since deer raided
tomatoes and lettuce plants.
Who’s Digging It: Aisin is an automotive parts
manufacturer; 10 staff members from both sales and
technical areas volunteer before or after work or over
lunch hour; most have limited gardening experience so
they are learning as they go.
Why Grow for Gleaners: “We definitely knew

that we wanted to give back. We started the garden last
year in the middle of the recession,” says Erik Ronse,
quality manager and chairman of the garden team. “We
were happy we weren’t going through massive layoffs
like other places.”
Clarkston Community Garden, Clarkston
The Dirt: An organically grown combination

community garden and share garden (families rent
plots) on 30 total acres near DTE Energy Music Theatre;
donated plants from nurseries and manure from local
farms helped start the garden.

Above: Volunteers at Clarkston Community Garden

“We’re very passionate
about growing for Gleaners
and in tune to the need for
fresh produce during these
tough times.”
– Kelly Hyer, Clarkston Community Garden

be more than 7,500 pounds from the just-shy-of-an-acre
community garden.
Who’s Digging It: Independence Township Parks
& Recreation Department oversees the garden; eighty
shareholders each volunteer a minimum of ten hours
over the growing season to the community garden; by
the end of the season, volunteers will log 2,000 hours.
Why Grow for Gleaners: “Kids can’t be raised

on canned and boxed food alone. It won’t sustain their
bodies,” says Kelly Hyer, recreation supervisor with
Independence Township. “We’re very passionate about
growing for Gleaners and in tune to the need for fresh
produce during these tough times.”
Story continues on page 16...

What’s Growing: Eggplant, tomatoes, onions,

corn, zucchini, beans, squash and pumpkins; yield will
www.gcfb.org
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2011 Winter/Spring Event Calendar
February (TBA) – Pewabic Pottery Empty Bowls

Stroll through Pewabic Pottery Museum’s historic facility and appreciate
the artistic talent of local school children. The purchase of a child-made
ceramic bowl includes a soup dinner and proceeds benefit Gleaners.
Admission is free.
To get updates on the Pewabic Pottery Empty Bowls event, sign up for
Gleaners text alerts. Text GLEANERS to 27138.
March 24 – Empty Bowls Event in Pickney

Inspired by the national Empty Bowls project, this fundraiser includes a
soup dinner, silent auction, student entertainment and a student-made
ceramic bowl for all attendees. For more information, contact Suzette
Hohendorf at 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 243, or at shohendorf@gcfb.org.

April 13 – Women’s Power Breakfast

The 18th Annual Women’s Power Breakfast will host some of metroDetroit’s most prominent female business professionals, politicians,
and community leaders. The event focuses on the powerful impact
women can have on their communities, particularly when they come
together. Event Contact: Anne Schenk at 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 242,
or aschenk@gcfb.org.
May 7 – Fill the Gazebo

The Livingston County Association of Realtors will be collecting food
and funds for Gleaners at Brighton’s Millpond Gazebo the first Saturday
in May for the ninth year in a row. If you’re in the area, you can help by
driving by and dropping off your donation!
May 14 – National Association of Letter Carrier’s
Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive

Mark your calendar! Since 1993, the National Association of Letter
Carriers has hosted their annual Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive asking
individuals throughout the nation to leave donations of nonperishable
food items at their mailboxes to be picked up by local letter carriers.
Collecting nearly one billion pounds of food since its inception, it is the
biggest one-day food drive in the country.
To receive a text message reminder, sign up for Gleaners text alerts by
texting GLEANERS to 21738.
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Thousands of Children Replaced School Lunch
with Gleaners Summer Lunches

T

hanks to Charter One and the Bottle Crew, Gleaners
was able to take a stand in the fight against
childhood hunger this summer by providing 28,670
nutritious lunches and 30,254 backpacks filled with easyto-prepare weekend meals to children in metro Detroit.

Thanks to all of the supporters, donors and volunteers
that helped Gleaners keep kids fed this summer.

More than 314,000 school children in southeast
Michigan are at risk of hunger during the summer
months when they do not have access to the free or
reduced-price school lunches they depend on. Through
the Summer Vacation from Hunger Program, Charter
One, Gleaners and Forgotten Harvest teamed up once
again to ensure children had a happy, not
hungry, summer.
In addition, Gleaners BackPack Program, previously
operating only during the school year, continued into the
summer months for the first time so that children could
stay nourished over the weekend.

Bernie Smilovitz 2010 Harvest Classic

O

n September 13, 2010, sportscaster Bernie
Smilovitz, fellow sports fans and Gleaners
supporters came out to the Tam O’Shanter
Country Club in West Bloomfield for a one-day golf
tournament to benefit Gleaners Community Food Bank
of Southeastern Michigan. For seven years, the golf
outing event has been held to raise 300,000 meals for
hungry neighbors in southeast Michigan.

A special thank you goes out to our
event sponsors, donors, golfers and
volunteers.
To receive alerts about future golf outings,
text BERNIE to 21738.

Left to right: Mike Novak, John Schaefer, Leroy Wulfmeier,
Bernie Smilovitz and Phillip Wm. Fisher.
www.gcfb.org
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Fill the Gazebo

T

he 8th annual Fill the Gazebo event this past May collected 7,614
pounds of food and raised $10,927, equaling a grand total of 39,000
meals for hungry neighbors in Livingston County.

Each year, the Livingston County Association of Realtors works hard to
raise enough food and money to provide one-semi truck load of food for
Gleaners to help provide children with nutritious food when the school
lunch program ends for the summer.

Gleaners is grateful for their continuing efforts
year after year to help feed families in need.

Chefs Compete, Hungry Neighbors in Livingston Win

O

nce again Bordine Nursery’s ‘Kitchen Stadium’ hosted a battle of
the chefs to raise funds for Gleaners Shared Harvest Food Pantry in
Livingston County. This year reigning Iron Chef Steve Pilon of Oak
Pointe Country Club in Brighton successfully defended his title against
challenger Chef James McNulty of Downtown Martini Bar & Grille in
Brighton. The event, which was attended by more than 300 people, raised
$79,000 for the pantry.

Thank you to the event sponsors, emcees, judges, chefs, participating

restaurants, donors, attendees, and volunteers for making this year’s event
such a great success. Don’t miss next year’s Iron Chef event. Join our text
alert list by texting CHEF to 27138.

Residents Leave Food At Mailboxes To Help Feed Hungry Neighbors

T

housands of metro Detroit residents participated in the National
Association of Letter Carriers’ annual Stamp out Hunger Food Drive this
past May. More than 595,000 pounds of food were collected locally by
hard working postal workers.
Gleaners is grateful for the generosity of the many men and women who
took advantage of the opportunity to give. Thank you to the National
Association of Letter Carriers, the Teamsters, Campbell’s Soup, Feeding
America, and, of course, our local letter carriers for making Stamp Out
Hunger 2010 a victory in the fight against hunger.
Need a reminder for next year’s Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive?
Text GLEANERS to 27138 to sign up for alerts from Gleaners.
Gleaners Harvest LATE FALL 2010
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You!
can make a

•

Each $1 you donate helps
Gleaners feed one hungry
person for one day.

•

96¢ of every dollar you
give goes directly toward
feeding hungry people.

difference

1

Send a check:

8

2

Call in a credit card or installment gift:

Lisa Walker, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 241

3

Donate online:

www.gcfb.org

4

Transfer stock:

Ask your broker to contact
Tom Murphy, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 233

If your company can contribute:

Julie Ptasznik, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 245, or
jptasznik@gcfb.org

Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan
2131 Beaufait St., Detroit, MI 48207-3410

9

Volunteer:

You can help with food packing, mailing or at
one of our special events. Individuals, families
and groups are welcome. Contact one of
Gleaners’ volunteer coordinators to arrange to
volunteer at one of our five distribution centers:
Detroit, Warren and Taylor:
Alma Perez, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 239,
or aperez@gcfb.org

5

Ask your employer for a matching gift:

Tell your employer you donated to Gleaners and request a
matching gift. If your company does not have a matching gift
program, ask about starting one.

Pontiac:
Sarah Blight, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 403,
or sblight@gcfb.org

6

Provide a Memorial or Tribute Gift for a
Special Occasion:

Howell:
Michelle Ounanian, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 335,
or mounanian@gcfb.org

Anne Schenk, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 242, or aschenk@gcfb.org

7

Leave a Legacy:

Gerry Brisson, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 246, or gbrisson@gcfb.org

Special Events:
Omari Taylor, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 272,
or otaylor@gcfb.org

Please remember:
Your donation is 100% tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan is a 501(c)(3) organization. Individuals, married couples and businesses may claim 50% of their cash donations to Gleaners on their Michigan Income Tax Return as
a tax credit for contributions to homeless shelters and food banks. Individuals may claim 50% of gifts up to $200; married couples filing jointly
may claim 50% of gifts up to $400; and businesses may claim 50% of gifts up to $10,000. Please consult your tax advisor before making a claim.

www.gcfb.org
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Letter from our Board Chair

I

am honored to serve as the new Chair of the Board
of Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern
Michigan. In my 12 years as a volunteer and donor to
Gleaners, I have witnessed the tremendous commitment
and drive with which this organization approaches
its mission to feed hungry people. I am proud of the
team at Gleaners, and I am grateful to the volunteer
leadership of my fellow board members, who dedicate
their time, expertise and resources to help Gleaners
achieve its mission to nourish communities by feeding
hungry people.

The work of Gleaners is needed
now more than ever. The need for
emergency food continues at high
levels. We must do all we can to
bring relief to children, families,
seniors and other individuals who
are experiencing hunger. Thanks to
strong volunteer leadership from
our board, the dedicated staff of
Gleaners, and the support and participation of individuals
like you, I feel confident that we can succeed.

I am especially grateful to outgoing Board Chair Ed
Bahoura, for his service and dedication. During his tenure
on the board, Ed has mobilized his friends, family and
business associates to support our work by volunteering
and donating both food and funds. His passion for
Gleaners’ work and commitment to solving hunger is an
inspiration to me and my fellow board members as we
approach the years ahead.

Sincerely,

Michael Acheson
Board Chair

Gleaners board and staff updates
Gleaners Community Food Bank welcomed three new members to our board of directors this year: Paul Glantz,
Emagine Entertainment; Catherine Schmitt, University of Detroit Mercy; and Kevin Trombley, Kroger. Additionally,
a new slate of officers, including Michael Acheson as the new board chair, was elected this summer. Please see the
adjacent board of directors list for updates.

Also of note, Timothy Broderick has been hired in a new position as the senior director of strategic gifts.

Growing it Green for Gleaners continued from page 11
haven garden, pontiac
the dirt: A diversely planted garden located behind

HAVEN’s domestic violence shelter; garden produce is
used for shelter meals and given to non-shelter clients;
the garden produced more than 3,000 pounds of produce
this year, with one-sixth of it donated to Gleaners.
What’s growing: Spinach, broccoli, peppers,
watermelon, greens, summer squash, onions, carrots
and lettuce; residents enjoy picking and eating
blueberries and blackberries right off the branch;
yield will be around 600 pounds for Gleaners.
Who’s digging it: HAVEN is a nonprofit agency

working to eliminate domestic violence and sexual
assault across Oakland County; the agency enlisted
Gleaners Harvest LATE FALL 2010

the Michigan Young Farmer Coalition to assist with
the garden, and volunteers from the coalition take the
lead in managing the garden with help from HAVEN
volunteers and residents.
why grow for gleaners: “Even with all we

use, we find that we have a lot of surplus, so then we give
that over to Gleaners,” says Ernestine McRae, residential
program director. And, according to McRae, it’s a mutually
beneficial partnership. “Gleaners came to us the other day
with surplus watermelons and vegetables that we were
able to use. The idea to share seems natural.”
Interested in growing for Gleaners next year? Visit
www.gcfb.org/gardens to find out how to donate extra
produce and for information on starting a garden.
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nourishing
communities
by feeding
hungry
people

Gleaners Community Food Bank
of Southeastern Michigan
2131 Beaufait St.
Detroit, MI 48207-3410
313-923-3535 or 1-866-GLEANER
313-923-2247 Fax
www.gcfb.org • admin@gcfb.org

Gleaners Distribution Centers:
Gleaners Detroit Headquarters &
Distribution Center
		
2131 Beaufait St., Detroit
Gleaners Livingston County Distribution Center
		
5924 Sterling Dr., Howell
Gleaners Oakland County Distribution Center
		
120 E. Columbia Ave., Pontiac
Gleaners Taylor Distribution Center
		
25698 Northline Rd., Taylor
Gleaners Joan & Wayne Webber Distribution Center
		
24162 Mound Rd., Warren

founder
Gene Gonya

Officers
Michael H. Acheson, Chair
Interlaken, LLC
Ned Greenberg, Vice Chair/Secretary
DataNet Quality Systems
Catherine D. Schmitt, Asst. Secretary
University of Detroit Mercy
Vince Dow, Treasurer
DTE Energy
Dave VanderPloeg, Asst. Treasurer
Huntington National Bank
W. DeWayne Wells, President
Gleaners Community Food Bank
of Southeastern Michigan

Founding member of:
The Food
Bank
Council of
Michigan

directors
Pat Berwanger
Community Leader
Velva Clark
Max Broock, Inc.

Member of:
The United Way

Board of Directors

The Better
Business
Bureau

Paul Glantz
Emagine Entertainment
Lenora Hardy-Foster
Southwest Solutions
Gerald Israel
Consultant

Recognized as:

Richard Loewenstein
JARC
Erica Peresman
Community Leader
Vivian Pickard
General Motors Corporation
Nancy Rosso
Livingston County United Way
Kevin Trombley
Kroger

Gleaners’ BackPack Program provides

food for the weekend to thousands of
children annually who would otherwise
go hungry. We are grateful to the many
generous supporters of this important
program, including...

SUPPORTERS:

