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Visit www.feedmichigan.org today.

Providing help and
hope to hungry
Michigan families

What We Do

How We Do It

Collect 28.7 million pounds of food
a year, either donated from major
food processors, retail chains and
volunteer food drives or purchased
at deep discounts to meet the dietary
requirements of those served.

Cultivate outstanding relationships
with companies in the food processing
industry, including the Detroit Produce
Terminal, and others.

Distribute food for 424,000 meals
every week to 420 partner agencies in
five southeastern Michigan counties.
Partner agencies include shelters, soup
kitchens, food pantries and senior
citizen centers that provide prepared
meals or pantry supplies directly to
hungry people.
Feed and educate more than 33,800
children a year through programs
such as Kids Café, KidSnack, BackPack
Program, Operation Frontline, Summer
Feeding Program and Kids Helping
Kids. These programs provide hot meals
to children in after-school programs,
snacks to children in disadvantaged
neighborhoods, and volunteer
opportunities for young people to
learn about philanthropy.
Inform the community and raise
awareness about the causes of hunger,
the people making a difference in
fighting hunger, and the issues that still
remain in feeding our hungry neighbors.

Use an efficient, technologically
advanced system to collect, store and
distribute food, with very little waste,
through five strategically located
distribution centers in Livingston,
Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties.
Engage a professional staff and
20,000 dedicated volunteers to advance
Gleaners’ mission of curing hunger.
Provide the best service possible to our
partner agencies. Gleaners delivers over
half of its food – more than 15 million
pounds – to partner agencies for free.
The other half is distributed through
a shared maintenance program where
partner contributions of 10¢ per pound
of food offset the costs of transporting,
handling and purchasing food.
Note: Figures based on 2008 calendar year.

1

Letter from our President

A

s our region’s economy
continues to struggle, we
at Gleaners are working
harder than ever to distribute
as much food as possible to our
hungry neighbors. The stories
of those who need our help
inspire us to do all we can to
meet the growing demand for
emergency food.

I am inspired every day by the generosity
of so many in our region who come
forward to help our hungry neighbors.
I am also inspired every day by the generosity of so
many in our region who come forward to help our
hungry neighbors. Despite our tough times, individuals,
families, businesses, religious congregations and
charitable institutions are reaching out to help the
thousands of children, seniors, working families and
others who are struggling to make ends meet.

No matter how large or small, every
donation makes a difference in the
life of a hungry person. Every dollar
donated provides three meals for
someone in need.
With the seemingly endless barrage of bad news related
to our region, sometimes it’s hard to remember to have
hope. So please take a moment to be inspired by these
stories, and know that with every donation of time
or money you give to Gleaners, you are part of these
hopeful stories.
I am both humbled and proud to be part of a region that
responds to tough times by finding a way to help others.

W. DeWayne Wells
President

No matter how large or small, every donation makes a
difference in the life of a hungry person. Every dollar
donated provides three meals for someone in need.
The stories you will read on the following pages are
amazing stories of hope. Of people who once needed
Gleaners food, but have since moved forward to find
personal and professional success. Of companies
and company leaders who have made
fighting hunger as important as earning
profits. And of Gleaners partner agencies
that provide hope, guidance and food
daily to thousands of individuals in need,
fulfilling their important missions in
the community.

www.gcfb.org
www.gcfb.org
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Giving Begins when
Substance Abuse Ends
At one point in Steve
LaFraniere’s life, he
had a hard time just
looking at food.
“When you’re drinking heavily every day, it’s difficult
to keep food down,” Steve remembers. One submarine
sandwich would last him three days.
Today, Steve’s world revolves around food. He’s the
assistant managing chef at the Capuchin Soup Kitchen
on Meldrum St. in Detroit where he prepares breakfast
for 200–250 people each day, and lunch for around 400
people. And when his day winds down, the energetic
52-year-old heads home to cook and enjoy a tasty, wellbalanced dinner. The food that once repulsed Steve
now nourishes his body and soul, aiding in his 16-year
recovery from a life of excessive drinking and
drug abuse.
Steve started drinking when he was 14 years old,
entering his first treatment program through Sacred
Heart Rehabilitation Center at 18, the same year that
his mother, who was also an alcoholic, died. He stayed
sober for two years, then began smoking marijuana
and eventually began drinking again. After five years
of heavy drinking and cocaine use, he checked himself
back into Sacred Heart, but only stayed sober for
three months.
“At that point, I was pretty much unemployable,” says
Steve, remembering that he had the shakes pretty bad.
“I was living in a beat-down hotel and had become
friends with a nearby bar owner to drink for free.” He
Gleaners Harvest fall 2009

recalls drinking alone, having alienated his friends and
family, and gathering drippings from empty bottles in
the dumpster behind the bar. “I knew then that I’d hit
rock bottom.”
The only place that would admit him was Mariners Inn
in the Cass Corridor. “It was a slap in the face, which
was just what I needed,” says Steve, who was 36 at that
turning point. He recalls looking out the window at the
addicts and homeless people hanging out on Cass Ave.,
a reminder of the direction his life was heading. He
worked with a great counselor and stayed in the program
for 90 days. “At Mariners Inn, I learned the difference
between being sober and living sober.”
From there, Steve went to Jefferson House, a residential
rehabilitation program for indigent men suffering from
drug and/or alcohol abuse. A friend referred him there
because they had good food. “When you get sober, food
becomes really important.” Food and eating right are a
vital part of successful recovery.
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At Jefferson House, Steve bonded with the
house director, who “reminded me I was a good
person and gave me a reason to live.” He began
making friends and rebuilding relationships
with his family members.
Jefferson House, run by the Capuchin Soup
Kitchen, serves men exiting primary substance
abuse programs. While Steve was working

“I’m surrounded by people that
I draw inspiration from – who
give and give, and never ask
for anything in return.”
— Steve LaFraniere
through the physical, social and psychological
effects of his addictions at Jefferson House,
the chef at the Capuchins’ St. Bonaventure
Monastery went on vacation. Steve’s counselor
suggested that Steve fill in since his scattered
employment history involved cooking and
restaurant management. “I loved it there,”
recalls Steve. Eventually the chef left, and
Steve was hired as the full-time monastery
cook, preparing lunch and dinner for about 35
people daily, including 27 Capuchin Brothers.

“I sort of feel like God put me here,” says Steve. “Working
in the food industry, it’s easy to find drugs and alcohol and
people who party, but this is a safe zone for me.”
“Here, I pull into the parking lot every day and see a sign
that says Drug-Free Zone.” And with a huge smile on his
face, he adds, “I love that sign.”
For more of Steve’s compelling
story, visit www.gcfb.org.

For four years, he worked at the
monastery, and then was hired
at the Meldrum Kitchen, which
gets approximately 20 percent
of its food from Gleaners. “I’ve
learned a lot here. The Capuchins
have taught me everything,”
Steve reflects. Part of his job at
the Meldrum Kitchen is directing
the volunteers that come daily
to help cook and serve. “I’m
surrounded by people that I draw
inspiration from — who give and
give, and never ask for anything
in return.”
www.gcfb.org
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Turn Moves
of Fate
Family to

Give Back

In 1995, Lisa and her
husband Brian had
almost hit rock bottom.
But their challenges began much earlier in 1993 when
their second son Kevin was born. He was diagnosed with
cerebral palsy and seizures. “Life changed for us,” says
Lisa, remembering the complexity of having a toddler,
Darren, and an infant with special needs.

“Basically, we went from a two-income
household to a one-income household,”
says Lisa. “I was running around so much,
there was no way I could hold down a job.”

Darren, Lisa and Brian Cain in the food pantry at
God’s Helping Hands.

For the next several years, Lisa spent a lot of time going
to doctors and specialists, and tending to the various
needs of her son. She worked only two hours a week, and
the rest of her time was spent caring for Kevin. “We were
ashamed because we couldn’t afford things,” remembers
Lisa. “I was working less, racking up high doctor bills,
using more gas to take him around to appointments.”
“Basically, we went from a two-income household to
a one-income household,” says Lisa. “I was running
around so much, there was no way I could hold down
a job.” Eventually, she and Brian opened credit cards to
pay bills, and then accessed more credit to pay for their
accumulating debt.

Gleaners Harvest fall 2009
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Out of desperation, they reached out to their church,
Rochester Church of Christ, which helped them pay
bills so they could buy food and take care of basic family
needs. “We did not know about the food bank at that
time, and neither did the church. It wasn’t as well
known then as it is now,” says Lisa.

Just $45 a month shy of qualifying for
food stamps, Lisa and her family were
turned down for public aid, and it seemed
no one understood the family’s plight:
“When you have a special needs child, you
can’t just find a babysitter and get a job.”

Lisa and Brian knew, having received so much help from
their church, they wanted to give back. So in 1998, they
began organizing bi-monthly clothing giveaways at their
church and a sister church in Lake Orion. The giveaways
were hugely successful, outfitting hundreds of children
and parents with clothing. But many families who came
for clothes were hungry too. So, remembers Lisa, “We
would empty the church pantry and go to a local grocery
store to supply food.”
In 2000, Lisa and Brian opened their own nonprofit
agency, God’s Helping Hands, in Rochester Hills.
They offer struggling families both clothing and food,
which they order from Gleaners Oakland County
Distribution Center.
“It’s important for us and for Gleaners to be around
so that children, senior citizens and others have the
opportunity to have well-balanced meals,” says Lisa. “And
hearing the stories, you realize that it is a problem right
here where we live.”

Lisa attempted to get food stamps through the
Department of Human Services, but was denied three
times. “We were $45 shy of qualifying for food stamps.”
Lisa felt that no one offering public aid seemed to
Lisa credits her son Kevin, who passed away in 2001, as
understand her family’s plight: “When you have special
having changed her life direction. Today, God’s Helping
needs child, you can’t just find a babysitter and get a job.”
Hands is Lisa’s passion and livelihood. As the executive
director, she is the only paid staff member, but has
While the family was working through those hard
volunteers numbering more than 100.
times, Lisa became involved with a group for parents
with special needs children. “When I sat in meetings, I
heard social workers, teachers, parents and public health
workers saying that many families could not get food or
clothing for their
children.”

“We ask for and give respect to everyone that comes
through the door, and there are no income requirements.”
Speaking from her personal experience, “There are times
when life happens to you, but you don’t qualify for
public assistance.”
At the end of the day, says Lisa, she is most satisfied with
knowing how many families and individuals are helped.
“I know that they don’t have to go to bed hungry tonight,
and that they’ll have enough to eat.”
God’s Helping Hands is a Gleaners partner agency. To
learn more about how our partners help Gleaners get
out food to those in need, visit www.gcfb.org.

Husband and wife team, Lisa and Brian Cain, pictured here with
son Darren, opened their clothing and food pantry in Rochester
Hills nine years ago.
www.gcfb.org
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Our Partners in Action

G

leaners works with more than 420 partner agencies
to get food where it’s needed most. In this issue
of Harvest, we spotlight two important agencies
that people access for two very different reasons.

LIVINGSTON COUNTY
Oakland Livingston Human Service Agency
With a mission to help those in poverty become
self-sufficient, Oakland Livingston Human Service
Agency (OLHSA) provides a one-stop shop to address
the multiple needs of impoverished people, such as
housing, food, transportation and employment.
“When someone comes to us, we work with them as
a whole person who has multiple needs for support,”
says Erica Karfonta, director for Livingston County
Services for OLHSA. The agency receives 15,000
requests a year in Livingston County and directly
serves a few thousand different households, according
to Karfonta. “We serve as a bridge to move people from
poverty to middle class. And a big part of our role is
to advocate and pursue social change.”
Erica Karfonta is the director for
Livingston County Services for
OLHSA, a Gleaners partner agency.

OLHSA distributes USDA commodity food through
two different programs. One program provides food
to 450 mothers and their children on a monthly basis.
The other provides food to 800 low-income families on
a quarterly basis, with fresh produce from Gleaners
rounding out the mix. “The produce adds nutrition to
the clients’ food, at no cost, because it’s fresh, and the
USDA is nonperishable goods,” says Karfonta of the
Gleaners supplement.
But, notes Karfonta, the most beneficial part of the
OLHSA-Gleaners partnership is Gleaners’ assistance
with storing and transporting the government food
when it arrives. “We have created a co-op where
Gleaners serves as the main hub to collect our
quarterly food and distribute it for us to a number
of agencies,” says Karfonta.
Since Gleaners began storing and transporting
OLHSA’s quarterly food commodities, the agency has
distributed approximately three times more than it was
previously able to, according to Karfonta. “The boxes
used to have a minimal amount of items available for
our clients; now we have 12 to 15 more items.”
Karfonta says OLHSA saves anywhere from $1,000 to
$2,000 per quarter, primarily in storing and transportation costs, because of its partnership with Gleaners.
“We don’t have expertise in the logistics of moving
food, but Gleaners does. They have the infrastructure to
receive, store and distribute the food,” says Karfonta,
who managed Gleaners’ Livingston Distribution Center
for five years before joining OLHSA.
But what OLHSA does have is expertise in case
management for people in poverty. OLHSA works
collaboratively with Gleaners’ Shared Harvest Pantry
in Howell, sending staff to the pantry to sign up
eligible individuals for USDA commodity programs
and food stamps.

Livingston County’s
commodity food
distributions take place
within OLHSA’s distribution
center in Howell every month for
seniors and mothers with children
and quarterly for low-income families.
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“We complement each other in the county to build a
stronger safety net,” says Karfonta. “We’re working
together to build a stronger network for families.”
Visit www.olhsa.org for more information.
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OAKLAND COUNTY
HAVEN
Last year, HAVEN provided nearly 500 women, men
and children, who were victims of domestic violence
or sexual assault, with safe, temporary shelter as they
regained control of their lives.
People of all ethnicities, income levels and races find
sanctuary, support and guidance at the Pontiac shelter.
Along with providing a temporary home for displaced
adults and children, HAVEN offers individual
counseling, support groups, daycare for children,
help with creating a safety plan, and advocacy
and legal assistance.
At HAVEN, residents are provided with an
appropriate-sized room for their family; they may stay
just one night or up to two months, but the average
stay is 30 ‑45 days. Because the shelter provides three
meals a day, HAVEN uses a significant amount of
food. Tia Robinson, daily living specialist, says that
she recently increased the amount of food the shelter
orders from Gleaners, which now accounts for about
30 percent of all HAVEN’s food.
“We can get more for our money, versus going to the
store,” says Robinson, speaking of Gleaners’ shared
maintenance program in which partner agencies pay
a 10 cents per pound handling fee on some of the
food they receive. She orders food and paper goods
from Gleaners to stock HAVEN’s pantry, which is
adjacent to the large kitchen. Since food donations to
the pantry are down, Gleaners’ food helps the shelter
stretch its budget further and frees up money to
provide for other needs.
The adults staying at the shelter are all assigned
chores, and they take turns cooking for each other.
Residents with specific dietary needs or ethnic
food preferences are welcome to use the
kitchen to prepare their own meals
if they prefer. HAVEN is often
able to order specific food
items from Gleaners for
residents with special

requests, as well as favorite bulk items that everyone
enjoys, like juice, oven-baked chicken and turkey.
“There’s less waste when we’re able to buy things
from Gleaners that are easy to prepare and popular,”
says Robinson.
Robinson says that an open kitchen helps
people feel at home, and children adapt
better when they can eat the food they
were used to having at home. “The
most common trait of the
people coming here is
fear. If you’ve never been
in a communal living
environment, you don’t
know what to expect,”
says Robinson. “Food is a
comfort for people when
they first come in.”
Tia Robinson, HAVEN

Along with
providing shelter,
counseling and
case management to
victims of domestic violence
and sexual assault, HAVEN also works
toward eliminating domestic violence and
sexual assault through prevention education services
and promoting violence-free homes and communities.
The agency offers crisis support and a 24-hour crisis
line: 877-922-1274.
Visit www.haven-oakland.org for more information.

www.gcfb.org
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Companies that Care

A year of raising funds and
awareness at Plex Systems

I

n the employee kitchen at Plex Systems in Auburn
Hills, a half-empty plate of cupcakes sits on the table.
Next to it is a coffee can covered with a Gleaners
Community Food Bank label. The idea? Employees drop
a few coins or greenbacks in the can when they enjoy a
homemade treat. The collected money is for Gleaners.
The baked goods are courtesy of Plex staff members
who donate them so that others less fortunate will have
something to eat.
And that’s just one of the many ways the Plex team is
supporting Gleaners this year.

“The response has been phenomenal,” says Symonds.
“We’ve found creative opportunities to involve family,
friends, suppliers and customers. That’s where we get
the leverage.”
The company has been an enthusiastic booster for the
food bank, participating in Gleaners’ special events,
conducting raffles, and hosting a wine-tasting event with
a silent auction for employees, friends, customers and
suppliers that raised $3,400. A beer-tasting event and
golf outing rounded out the giving year.

“We are fortunate to be doing well when other folks
Plex Systems, which provides online manufacturing
aren’t,” says Symonds. “We haven’t had a lot of the
software, has a program called Plex Giving, where
cutbacks that others have, and our people really
employees choose a nonprofit organization to support for appreciate that,” he says. “We need to share with
an entire year, from June to May. They nominate charities, organizations and individuals that are less fortunate.”
share information about them in an electronic forum, and
Initially, Symonds thought Plex would be collecting food
then vote. CEO Mark Symonds says that Gleaners won
for Gleaners, until he heard about Gleaners’ need for more
hands down as the 2008–2009 charity of choice.
dollars to purchase more food with the increasing demand.
“The need for food is greater than ever,” says Symonds of “As we learned about Gleaners’ ability to purchase food at
the company’s decision to support Gleaners. He says that a very low cost, we focused on raising money.” With the
Plex staff members know how many local families are
company rallying around Gleaners, Symonds expects Plex
struggling to meet their basic needs; Gleaners’ mission
will raise more than $10,000 for the food bank.
to feed hungry people makes sense to support in today’s
economic environment. Symonds says that everybody in Symonds says that Plex has also focused on raising
awareness about Gleaners’ good work in the community.
the company has participated in one way or another.
“The fact that Gleaners can provide three meals for just
$1 is phenomenal.”
Hear more from Mark Symonds about Plex’s support
for Gleaners at www.gcfb.org.
Plex Systems is a provider of on-demand software, Plex
Online, for manufacturing businesses around the world.
The company is headquartered in Auburn Hills. More
information at www.plex.com.

Heather Bielecki, Alison Hess and Mark Symonds of Plex Systems are excited
about Gleaners being the recipient of their Plex Giving program.
Gleaners Harvest fall 2009
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Companies that Care

More than nuts and bolts
for L&M Manufacturing

A

fter supporting Gleaners’ mission for years, Larry
Morath, owner of L&M Manufacturing in Warren,
had a brilliant idea about how to increase that
support. What if his customers and suppliers in the
fastener industry filled the metal skids — normally
used to store and transport nuts and bolts — with
food? The results were amazing.
L&M Manufacturing, along with more than a dozen of
its suppliers and customers, and even its manufacturing
neighbors along East 10 Mile Road, filled an entire
semi-truck with skids of food. It was delivered to the
Gleaners Joan & Wayne Webber Distribution Center
in Warren, where it was quickly distributed to food
pantries, soup kitchens and other nonprofit agencies
in Macomb County.
They called the campaign, “Fill the Skids, Feed the Kids,”
and Morath was pleased with the results. “It’s one thing
to give back, but it’s another thing to motivate others to
give back,” says Morath. “The bigger you can make your
community of giving, the more you can give.”
Morath attributes his initial motivation for fighting
hunger to his father, who grew up with very little,
yet built a successful life and career from meager
beginnings. “We know what hunger is from his
generation; they had nothing.”

Jeff Swoish and Larry Morath at L&M Manufacturing.

Along with his personal reasons, the Fill the Skids
campaign also made sense from a business standpoint.
It involved employees, customers and suppliers. While
Morath hoped that most companies would fill one skid,
some of them filled three. “This was a unified effort.
It cuts through the business and gets to doing basic
good,” says Morath, noting that most of his suppliers
are competitors.
When Morath first decided to put together this effort
in 2007, he enlisted L&M technical services director
Jeff Swoish to organize the campaign and get as many
customers and suppliers on board as possible. “Larry
pays for my time to organize this,” says Swoish. “His
thought was ‘if we put in some money on this end,
we’ll generate more at the other end.’”
According to Morath, all L&M employees participate in
the annual campaign, and they endorse the company’s
yearly contribution to Gleaners that comes out of
company profits. “Several employees have come up to
me to express thanks and say they feel good about this,”
says Morath. “It’s heartfelt.”
See more of the interview with Larry Morath and
Jeff Swoish at www.gcfb.org.
L&M Manufacturing in Warren is a supplier to companies
in the fastener industry. It provides tooling and machinery,
as well as machinery repair. More information at
www.landmmachine.com.

Larry Morath, owner of L&M Manufacturing, proudly stands by some of the food
collected during his company’s “Fill the Skids, Feed the Kids” campaign.
www.gcfb.org
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Companies that Care

An unwavering dedication to
hunger at The Bottle Crew

J

oel Jacob may have built a successful business
from plastics and glass, but his life mission is
about battling hunger.

In fact, to Jacob, the two are almost inseparable. As
his bottle-supply business, The Bottle Crew, has grown,
so has his concern for people who are hungry. Jacob
has connected many of his customers in the food and
drug industry to Gleaners and other hunger-fighting
organizations to make sure no excess product goes
to waste.
Thanks to relationships initiated by Jacob, Gleaners has
been the recipient of a great amount of nonperishable
and perishable food and personal care items from
retailers and manufacturers.
“I understand that these are tough times for many
companies, but there are companies doing well and they
should take a look at supporting Gleaners,” says Jacob.
“You don’t have to be a Fortune 500 company to make
a difference.”
This year, The Bottle
Crew celebrated its
10th anniversary.
Unlike some businesses,
The Bottle Crew has
continued to grow,
despite the economy.
Jacob says that his
company wanted to do
something special to
mark its anniversary
and its prosperity.
“Since Gleaners is one
of our favorite charities,
we made a commitment
of $50,000 toward
the Summer Feeding
Gleaners Harvest fall 2009

Bottle Crew employees regularly volunteer at Gleaners and have participated in
a number of fundraising projects for the food bank.

Program.” (See page 11 for details on this program.)
When Jacob first approached Gleaners about making this
generous gift, he referenced an ancient Jewish tradition
that the Rabbi won’t attend the feast until the entire
community is fed.
Personally, Jacob has been a committed advocate against
hunger. In 2007, he was part of a group of community
leaders and food bank professionals who hosted an
Israeli delegation of lawmakers and activists interested
in starting a national food bank in Israel.
On a national level, Jacob is the new chairman of the
board of MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger, and
he makes regular visits to Washington to personally
advocate for policy change around hunger issues and
for beefing up federal nutrition programs.
Jacob says that The Bottle Crew supports Gleaners
because it serves so many people, employs good business
practices and is a model for other food banks around the
country. “Gleaners is very efficient and uses the latest
technology. And I like the people,” says Jacob. “I can trust
Gleaners to be good stewards of our donations.”
Visit www.gcfb.org to hear Joel Jacob talk more about
his and The Bottle Crew’s involvement with Gleaners.
The Bottle Crew is a supplier of glass and plastic bottles,
caps and sprayers. The company is located in West
Bloomfield. More information at www.bottlecrew.com.

11

Hunger Heroes for Kids
Summer Program

W

ith support from sponsors
The Bottle Crew, Charter One,
Grainger and Huntington
Bank, in addition to many generous
matching donors, Gleaners was able
to provide more than 2 million meals
to children and their families this
summer through the Hunger Heroes
for Kids campaign.
How we did it:
In its second year, Gleaners’ Summer
Lunches for Children program supplied 2,000 meals per day, or 130,000
total meals, over the 13 weeks school
was out of session this summer.

Each week this summer, Gleaners’
Mobile Pantry was out on the
streets serving communities
with both high poverty and lots
of children. With help from
Charter One, and in conjunction
with Forgotten Harvest, more
than 500,000 meals were provided.
More than 6 million pounds of
Gleaners food was distributed to
families this summer by our partner
agencies, and kids were expected
to receive around 1.7 million meals
from this effort.

Culinary arts vocational students from various
schools received job training in bulk food
preparation as part of the Summer Lunches for
Children program. They helped to prepare 2,000
meals a day for low-income children during the
13 weeks school was out.

In southeast Michigan, more than
250,000 free or reduced-fee meals are
served in schools every day. With the
help of everyone involved with the
Hunger Heroes for Kids campaign,
students who might otherwise be
vulnerable to malnutrition and
hunger had nutritious sources of
food while school was out.

Letter Carriers
The National Association of Letter Carriers held their 17th annual
food drive to “Stamp Out Hunger” last May. Letter carriers collected
nonperishable food donations from homes as they delivered mail
along their postal routes, in what has become the nation’s largest
one-day food drive.

Carriers collected around 1 million
pounds of food for hungry people
across southeast Michigan.
Gleaners expresses its gratitude to the NALC, the Teamsters,
Valpak, Campbell’s Soup and Feeding America, as well as our
local letter carriers, for another successful drive.

Mike Sheridan speaks at the National
Association of Letter Carriers “Stamp Out
Hunger” rally on May 7, 2009.
www.gcfb.org
www.gcfb.org
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Fill the Gazebo
In May, the City of Brighton and the Livingston County
Association of Realtors again teamed up for the Fill
the Gazebo food drive, adding a second gazebo to this
year’s effort, which collected a semi-truck full of food for
Gleaners’ Shared Harvest Pantry.
Brighton’s Millpond Gazebo and a temporary Howell
Gazebo at the Livingston County Court House served as
drop-off sites for this year’s “Drive-by Fooding.”

The food and funds collected from this event, now
in its seventh year, helped keep the pantry shelves
stocked over the summer months, which gave
many children who rely on free or reduced-fee
school lunches a nutritious source of food.
Will Steinmetz collects food during a Fill the Gazebo food drive.

This summer, supporters of Gleaners again joined WDIV
sportscaster Bernie Smilovitz and his friends for a wonderful day
of golf at Tam O’Shanter Country Club in West Bloomfield. The
Bernie Smilovitz Celebrity Golf Classic was made possible by the
support of longtime platinum sponsor Epoch Events Catering.
Highlights included great golf games, prizes, food, a masseuse on
the course and a special “After Golf” reception with Bernie.
This important fund raiser has raised more than $500,000 in six
years – the equivalent of more than 1.5 million meals for our
hungry neighbors in southeast Michigan!

Gleaners Harvest fall 2009
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Do good…and take some credit!
If you are a Michigan taxpayer, Michigan law permits you to reduce your Michigan Income or
Business Tax by a credit of up to 50 percent of the amount of your gift to Gleaners Community
Food Bank. Here’s how it works:

If you file as

{

an individual
a married couple
a business

you qualify for
a 50 percent tax
credit up to

{

$100
$200
$5,000

If you make
a gift of	

{

$200 or more
$400 or more
$10,000 or more

Please consult your tax adviser before making a claim.

Visit Our Newly Launched Website!
Find more information on the stories in this issue of Harvest, including videos, at
our newly redesigned website, www.gcfb.org. We’ve made our site easier for you to
find volunteer opportunities, learn more about hunger in our community, sign up
for email updates and explore other ways you can stay involved in our mission.
Keep up to date on Gleaners’ work to end hunger at www.gcfb.org!

Tell us your story of
hunger. We’d love to
hear from you!

www.gcfb.org

14

DTE Energy Gardens
Grow Food for Gleaners
Volunteers Needed Until Fall Frost
This summer, the DTE Energy Gardens project
expanded by 500 percent to help hungry people in
southeast Michigan. DTE Energy provided property
at eight substations from Auburn Hills to Allen Park
for volunteer gardeners and farmers to grow produce
for Gleaners.
Hundreds of volunteers from the community participated, from
school and youth groups to church groups, and a growing base of
employee groups from area businesses. This year’s goal is to grow
more than 25,000 pounds of food.
Volunteers are needed until the first hard frost. Opportunities for
individuals and groups are available Monday through Thursday
from 4:00–7:00 p.m., and Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 12 noon.
Interested parties should check out http://dteenergy.com/
community/pdfs/gardensVolunteer.pdf for locations
and call or email Marc Zupmore at 313-235-3579 or
zupmorem@dteenergy.com to schedule a volunteer time.

Fall Calendar 2009
September 23
Birmingham Bloomfield Chamber
of Commerce Vine & Dine
(Cranbrook Institute of Science)
This annual event, now in its sixth year,
offers guests an outstanding selection
of domestic and imported wines, a
strolling buffet featuring the area’s finest
restaurants and
caterers, musical
entertainment and
glittering fashions
in a unique setting.
A portion of the
proceeds benefits
Gleaners.
September 24
Nourishing hope breakfast
(Rock Financial Showplace)
This inaugural
fund-raising
breakfast offers
people an
opportunity to
learn more about
Gleaners, including how to support our
mission of “nourishing communities by
feeding hungry people.”
November 5
President’s Table Dinner
This annual dinner honors the contributions
of some of Gleaners’ most important and
valued friends,
who give
significantly
of their time,
expertise, dollars
and/or inventory.

Gleaners Harvest fall 2009
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BackPack Program Ensures Kids Eat Well
on the Weekends

G

oing to bed hungry isn’t good for anyone, let alone
young students who are developing important
physical and cognitive skills at a rapid rate. In fact,
hunger and food insecurity can affect school children’s
academic performance, weight and social skills.
But Gleaners and a group of devoted partners are
working to alleviate hunger once children get home from
school through Gleaners’ BackPack Program. During
the 2008–2009 school year, 310 students in Detroit and
Pontiac participated. The BackPack Program provides
children who rely on free or reduced-fee school lunches
a backpack full of food on Fridays, so they can enjoy
nutritious meals over the weekend, when school is out.
Thanks to generous support from Target Corp., the
Sodexo Foundation and Feeding America, Gleaners was
not only able to distribute more than 300 backpacks
during the school year, but also was able to improve
the nutritional mix of the food children took home.

Michael Miller and Greg Boudreau, far right, of Sodexo present a generous check
to Gleaners staff members for the BackPack Program.

For more information on Gleaners’ BackPack Program,
and how you can help alleviate childhood hunger,
contact Sarah Shannon at 866-GLEANER, ext. 403,
or sshannon@gcfb.org.

www.gcfb.org
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You
1

!

can make a
difference

Send a check:

•

Each $1 donation helps
Gleaners feed one hungry
person for one day.

•

Every hour you volunteer
helps keep our costs low.

8

2

Call in a credit card or installment gift:

Lisa Walker, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 241

3

Donate online:

www.gcfb.org

4

Transfer stock:

Ask your broker to contact
Tom Murphy, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 233

If your company can contribute:

Julie Ptasznik, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 245, or
jptasznik@gcfb.org

Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan
2131 Beaufait, Detroit, MI 48207-3410

9

Volunteer:

You can help with food packing, mailing or at
one of our special events. Individuals, families
and groups are welcome. Contact one of
Gleaners’ volunteer coordinators to arrange to
volunteer at one of our five distribution centers:
Detroit, Warren and Taylor:
Alma Perez, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 239
or aperez@gcfb.org

5

Ask your employer for a matching gift:

Tell your employer you donated to Gleaners and request a
matching gift. If your company does not have a matching gift
program, ask about starting one.

Pontiac:
Sarah Shannon, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 403
or sshannon@gcfb.org

6

Provide a Memorial or Tribute Gift for a
Special Occasion:

Howell:
Michelle Ounanian, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 335
or mounanian@gcfb.org

Bridgett Lomax, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 249, or blomax@gcfb.org

7

Leave a Legacy:

Gerry Brisson, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 246, or gbrisson@gcfb.org

Special Events:
Deborah Dillard, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 260
or eventvol@gcfb.org

Please remember:
Your donation is 100% tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan is a 501(c)(3)
organization. Individuals, married couples and businesses may claim 50% of their cash donations to Gleaners on their Michigan Income Tax
Return as a tax credit for contributions to homeless shelters and food banks. Individuals may claim 50% of gifts up to $200; married couples
filing jointly may claim 50% of gifts up to $400; and businesses may claim 50% of gifts up to $10,000. Please consult your tax advisor before
making a claim.
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nourishing
communities
by feeding
hungry
people

Gleaners Community Food Bank
of Southeastern Michigan
2131 Beaufait St.
Detroit, MI 48207-3410
313-923-3535 or 1-866-GLEANER
313-923-2247 Fax
www.gcfb.org • admin@gcfb.org

Gleaners Distribution Centers:
Gleaners Detroit Headquarters &
Distribution Center
		
2131 Beaufait St., Detroit
Gleaners Livingston County Distribution Center
		
5924 Sterling Dr., Howell
Gleaners Oakland County Distribution Center
		
120 E. Columbia Ave., Pontiac
Gleaners Taylor Distribution Center
		
25698 Northline Rd., Taylor
Gleaners Joan & Wayne Webber Distribution Center
		
24162 Mound Rd., Warren

Gleaners is proud to be a
founding member of:

Gene Gonya,
Founder

Erica Peresman
Community Leader

Officers

Vivian R. Pickard
General Motors Corp.

Ed Bahoura, Chair
Save-A-Lot Stores
Walter R. Young,
Vice Chair
Community Leader
Vince Dow,
Treasurer
DTE Energy
Mike Acheson,
Secretary
Interlaken, LLC
W. DeWayne Wells,
President
Gleaners Community
Food Bank

Nancy A. Rosso
Livingston County
United Way
Brother Jerry Smith
Capuchin Soup Kitchen
Dave R. VanderPloeg
Huntington National Bank
V. James Viola
Community Leader
Claudette Wardell-Cameron
Wayne State University
Developmental Disabilities
Institute
Bill Winkler
Wayne State University
School of Medicine

Directors
Pat Berwanger
Community Leader

The Food
Bank
Council of
Michigan

And a member of:
The United Way

Board of Directors

The Better
Business
Bureau

Mural at the Gleaners Detroit Distribution Center.

Velva S. Clark
Max Broock, Inc.
Dick Dills
Community Leader
Michelle L. Gaggini
Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Michigan
Catherine Genovese
Candy Cane CHRISTmas
Tree Farm
Vicky Howell, Esq.
Attorney
Gerald J. Israel
Consultant
Russ Kittleson
Kroger
Judith F. Layne
Dickinson Wright PLLC
Ken Marblestone
Charter One Bank
Keith B. Mayer
Giffels-Webster Engineers

ADVISORY BOARD
Sharon A. Banks
Charles Graham
Ned Greenberg
Curtis Hertel
Jim Jenkins
Steve Lawson
Lisa Lis
Richard A. Loewenstein
Lois Miller
Roy Nesler
Charles Oliver
Sandy Radtke-Gerkin
Lorenzo Rivera
Dulcie Rosenfeld
Neal Rubin
Edith Scott
Denise Starr
Kevin Stephens
Ruth Stephens-Collins
Pat Weber
James Williams
Howard Zoller, Esq.

Bob McGowan
Community Leader
Alice A. Miles
R.L. Polk & Co.

www.gcfb.org
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Thank you Charter One for keeping
kids and families fed this summer.

The Summer Vacation from Hunger program, a
partnership of Charter One, Gleaners Community
Food Bank and Forgotten Harvest, brought food and
other resources to kids and families in underserved
communities in metro Detroit this summer. Gleaners
is grateful to Charter One for generously supporting
this important effort.

