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Above: Local families in need of food benefited from a food
distribution event at the UAW Local 600 in southeast Dearborn.

Feeding Southeast Michigan

Gleaners is meeting increased demand for more emergency food while
working on multiple solutions to alleviate hunger and food insecurity
in our region. Read more inside...
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Remember to Stamp Out Hunger
with the National Association of
Letter Carriers on May 9. Leave your
nonperishable food by your mailbox,
and your postal carrier will do the rest!
Gleaners thanks the National Association of Letter Carriers,
Branch #1; the Teamsters; Campbell Soup Company; and
the U.S. Postal Service for supporting this important effort.

What We Do

How We Do It

Collect 28.7 million pounds of food
a year, either donated from major
food processors, retail chains and
volunteer food drives or purchased
at deep discounts to meet the dietary
requirements of those served.

Cultivate outstanding relationships
with companies in the food processing
industry, including the Detroit Produce
Terminal, and others.

Distribute food for 424,000 meals
every week to 420 partner agencies in
five southeastern Michigan counties.
Partner agencies include shelters, soup
kitchens, food pantries and senior
citizen centers that provide prepared
meals or pantry supplies directly to
hungry people.
Feed and educate more than 33,800
children a year through programs
such as Kids Café, KidSnack, BackPack
Program, Operation Frontline, Summer
Feeding Program and Kids Helping
Kids. These programs provide hot meals
to children in after-school programs,
snacks to children in disadvantaged
neighborhoods, and volunteer
opportunities for young people to
learn about philanthropy.
Inform the community and raise
awareness about the causes of hunger,
the people making a difference in
fighting hunger, and the issues that still
remain in feeding our hungry neighbors.
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Use an efficient, technologically
advanced system to collect, store and
distribute food, with very little waste,
through five strategically located
distribution centers in Livingston,
Macomb, Oakland and Wayne counties.
Engage a professional staff and
20,000 dedicated volunteers to advance
Gleaners’ mission of curing hunger.
Provide the best service possible to our
partner agencies. Gleaners delivers over
half of its food – more than 15 million
pounds – to partner agencies for free.
The other half is distributed through
a shared maintenance program where
partner contributions of 10¢ per pound
of food offset the costs of transporting,
handling and purchasing food.
Note: Figures based on 2008 calendar year.
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Feeding Southeast Michigan
As the economic downturn pummels our
region, Gleaners gets down to business

F

eeding Southeast Michigan is no small job –
and the number of people getting emergency
food from Gleaners and its partner agencies
continues to skyrocket. In fact, last fall we saw a
19.6 percent increase in food distributed compared
to the prior year – amounting to 1 million more
meals in just a three-month stretch.
In this story, we’ll share with you some of the
facts behind the rising demand for emergency
food assistance and how Gleaners and the entire
community are coming together to identify and
implement solutions to meet that need.

www.gcfb.org
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Unemployment, Low
Wages and Poverty
Lead to Hunger

The Problem of hunger

A

s we enter the spring of 2009, Gleaners
recognizes that this will be an extremely
volatile year for southeast Michigan
families. Many folks are without jobs. In fact,
Michigan’s unemployment rate is expected to
rise above 11 percent this year. The loss of a
projected 190,000 to 300,000 jobs in Michigan
will have more families falling into poverty.

And more of our neighbors who are employed
are not earning a livable wage. Median
household income is declining, and the rate
of poverty has risen to 14 percent. In Detroit,
the poverty rate is startling, with one in every
three residents living in poverty. Challenging
economic times have been particularly tough
for families, with 51,000 more Michigan
families falling into poverty over the last
six years, while the costs of fuel, health care,
natural gas and food rise.
In short, households that were poor when
Michigan’s economy was healthy are worse
off, and many middle class families find
themselves jobless or struggling to get by
with jobs that pay a fraction of what they
formerly earned.

Last winter, more than 100 families attended a food distribution event
at the UAW Local 600.

One in Eight Michigan
Families Will Need Food Help
One in eight Michigan residents will not be able to feed
their families on their own in the coming year. While
that number is alarming, it makes sense. Could you feed
your family, if you were earning $296 pre-tax dollars
each week? That’s what a parent working at a full-time
minimum wage job earns. (See next page: “Finding
Money for Food.”)
With more pressure on individuals to simply meet
their basic needs, it’s not surprising that the demand
for emergency food has soared. In the past two years,
Gleaners’ distribution has grown from 23 to 28.7 million
pounds – the equivalent of 142 more semi-trailer loads of
food. And yet, the demand for food is still not being met.
Even with government subsidies and Gleaners’ food,
a 37 percent gap exists between the number of meals
needed in southeastern Michigan and the number of
meals actually available to feed people.

Gleaners Harvest spring 2009
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“Debra,” a single parent with two
children, is struggling to make ends
meet. She works full time as an office
clerk at minimum wage ($7.40/hour),
spending about 30 percent of her
$1,283 monthly (pre-taxed) income on
food. The rest of her paycheck, less
than $900, is divided up for rent and
utilities, child care, transportation,
clothing, household items and health
care. While she watches every penny
and budgets carefully, she sometimes
falls short in meeting her monthly
financial obligations.
Knowing this, can you imagine the
relief that a box of basic food items
from an emergency food pantry or
a hot meal at a soup kitchen
provides? Getting food to hard
working families like Debra and her
children is at the core of Gleaners’
mission to nourish communities by
feeding hungry people.

Many middle class families find
themselves jobless or struggling to get
by with jobs that pay a fraction of
what they formerly earned.

the problem of hunger

Finding Money
for Food

Learn how you can help Gleaners
keep helping families like Debra’s
on page 6.
Note: Average food
costs calculated using
the USDA’s “Cost of
Food at Home/Low-Cost
Food Plan.”

Volunteer William Sanchez (front right) helps pass out food at one of
Gleaners’ partner agencies.
www.gcfb.org
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Ending Hunger Requires
Multiple Solutions

solutions to hunger

G

leaners is pursuing a number of strategies
to alleviate hunger in southeast Michigan.
They involve both getting more food to
more people and using education and outreach
to bring about changes that result in less need
for emergency food.
Here’s how we’re contributing to three important
solutions to reducing hunger:

1.

1.
Increasing enrollment in
	federal food programs
	and getting more federal
	dollars for food
Government nutrition programs, like WIC and
school lunch programs, have a greater capacity to
reduce hunger than emergency food sources like
Gleaners. Therefore, we are working to increase
participation in these programs so that Gleaners’
partner agencies, with limited resources, are truly
a last resort for families in need of food.
Gleaners is seeking funding to initiate a mobile
enrollment program for the Michigan Bridge Card
(food assistance), WIC and MiChild, and working
to establish more summer feeding sites for children
in our region. Additionally, we’re increasing
government support by bringing in more USDA
food to our warehouses.

2.

Exploring new ways to get
food when and where it’s
needed most

After identifying gaps in service delivery and
programming, Gleaners finds creative solutions
to get food where it’s needed most.
BackPack Program
To supplement government programs that provide
children from low income households with
free or reduced-price meals in school, Gleaners
provides schools with backpacks full of nutritious
meals – tuna, beef stew, spaghetti – for children
to take home and eat over the weekend. Generous
donations from Target and Sodexo support
this program.
During the week these same students benefit from
Gleaners’ KidSnack program, which provides snacks
to children in after-school programs.
Good Food Box
A collaborative effort between Gleaners, Eastern
Market Corp. and The Greening of Detroit, the Good
Food Box program launches in June on Detroit’s
near eastside. It aims to get more fresh vegetables
and fruit to area residents at affordable prices,
while also fostering community development and
promoting local agriculture.

Gleaners also lobbied for the Farm Bill in
Washington, D.C., and helped get the Michigan
Agricultural Surplus System (MASS) grant renewed
with bipartisan support. To raise awareness of
hunger issues in various congressional districts,
Gleaners began quarterly distribution of GIS maps
to state legislators highlighting the number of
meals distributed in their districts.
Gleaners’ refrigerated mobile pantry truck allows us to deliver food to
neighborhoods where emergency food is not easily accessible.
Gleaners Harvest spring 2009
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Mobile Pantry
Gleaners’ mobile food pantry, a refrigerated trailer
that holds up to 20,000 pounds of perishable
product, brings nutritious food to areas where
there is no food pantry operating. The goal is to
provide needy, but hard-to-reach, households with
up to 50 pounds of assorted fruits, vegetables,
baked goods, and other goods.
In January, for example, with record low
temperatures and snowfall, and higher-thannormal utility bills for struggling families, Gleaners
sent the mobile food pantry to two sites in just one
week, reaching 450 people with emergency food.
One of the sites, the UAW Local 600 in southeast
Dearborn, was organized to specifically meet the
needs of individuals and families in southwest
Detroit and east Dearborn who were not already
using a pantry, but needed food assistance.

3.

Addressing the Causes of
Hunger through Expanded
Outreach and Education

Education is also an important part of our
strategy to feed southeast Michigan. Through
a program called Generations With Promise,
which aims to empower Michigan’s young
people to adopt healthy lifestyles, Gleaners is
conducting Operation Frontline classes for middle
school students and their parents to learn about
nutrition, healthy food preparation and household

Gleaners conducts Operation
Frontline classes for children,
parents and families to learn about
nutrition, healthy food preparation
and household budgeting.
budgeting. These new sessions are in addition
to the Operation Frontline classes already being
held for at-risk children and families and seniors
on fixed incomes. We also revamped our Kids
Helping Kids program to include a stronger
nutrition education and hunger awareness
component for the more than 5,000 children
and young people who participate annually.

solutions to hunger

Good Food Box customers will receive a box
of high quality, local and seasonal fruits and
vegetables for a low cost – offsetting the often
limited choice of healthy food options available at
convenience stores, grocery stores and gas stations.

Gleaners continues to work with Bittersweet Farm,
DTE Energy Gardens, Earth Works Garden and
other community gardens to develop a stream
of fresh produce for families. As fresh fruits and
vegetables have become a more prominent part
of Gleaners’ food mix (between 2007 and 2008,
distribution of produce increased by more than
331,000 pounds in a one-quarter period alone),
partnerships with community gardens bring in
more nutritious food and spread the message
about hunger in southeast Michigan by engaging
volunteers in our cause.

Parents at Romulus Head Start learn cooking, nutrition and
food budgeting through Gleaners’ Operation Frontline classes.
www.gcfb.org

66

You Can Help Feed Our
Hungry Neighbors

G

Alayne McClure
volunteered at
Gleaners Detroit
Distribution Center
with a group of AAA
Michigan employees
last fall.

how you can help

leaners counts on the support of you and
others to be able to feed our hungry neighbors
in southeast Michigan. Here are some ways
you can help:
1. Donate dollars … give generously to
offset the decreases in national and local food
donations. Today, Gleaners purchases more food to
provide nutritious staples to needy families. Every
dollar you donate provides three meals to a hungry
person. Financial support of Gleaners is the most
immediate way to help.

3. Donate food … leave nonperishable food
items on your porch on May 9, 2009, for the National
Letter Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive.

2. Volunteer … visit www.gcfb.org to learn
about volunteer opportunities at Gleaners or call
United Way’s 211 line to be matched with food
pantries, soup kitchens
and shelters that
need extra hands.
See page 12 for two
special volunteer
opportunities.

5. Support merchants who make major
donations to Gleaners, including Kroger, Sam’s Club,
Save-A-Lot, Costco, Whole Foods, Meijer, Piquette
Market, Target, Value Center Market, Aldi, Walmart,
and Hollywood Market.

4. Honor or memorialize a friend or
family member … make a memorial or tribute
gift for a special occasion; call 313-923-3535, ext 241.

6. Visit Gleaners’ partner sites …
become a partner site visit volunteer (see page 12)
to gather information that helps Gleaners best
support our partners’ work. Contact Darryl Hicks
at dhicks@gcfb.org or 866-GLEANER, ext. 248.
For more information on volunteering, donating
or helping in other ways, visit Gleaners’ Web site
at www.gcfb.org.
Volunteer Patrick Bean is
prepared to assist a client at the
All Saints client choice pantry.

Gleaners Harvest spring 2009
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Calendar of Events
Spring and Summer 2009

May 2
Mill Pond “Fill the Gazebo”
Food Drive (Brighton)
The Livingston County Association of Realtors will
attempt to fill the Brighton Mill Pond Gazebo with
food. The goal is to provide enough food and funds
for one semi-truck load, which holds approximately
40,000 pounds.
May 9
National Association of Letter
Carriers’ Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive
Gleaners is a beneficiary of the largest one-day food
drive in the nation, which
collects over 70 million
pounds of food for
community food banks
across the country. Be
sure to leave a bag of
nonperishable food for
your letter carrier!
June 26-28
Opa! Fest (St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church, Troy)
Support more than 30 charities, including Gleaners,
while celebrating Greek culture at this annual festival.
Avoid the $3 admission charge by bringing three
nonperishable items to help stock the food bank
over the summer.
June 22
Bernie Smilovitz Celebrity Golf Classic
Join WDIV’s Bernie
Smilovitz and
friends for this
annual day of great
golf, food and fun to
help raise money for
Gleaners Community
Food Bank.

July 4
Hungry Duck Run (Half Marathon & 5K Run)
Enjoy a run through
Livingston County’s beautiful
wooded, rolling hills and
finish in downtown Brighton,
just in time for the local 4th
of July festivities, including
a parade down Main Street
and a rubber duck race in
Mill Pond.

August 20
Iron Chef (Bordine
Nursery, Brighton)
Who will win the coveted
“Iron Chef 5” title? A panel
of local celebrity judges
will decide, but the real
winners are the food bank
and Gleaners’ supporters,
who will enjoy great
hors d’oeuvres, a silent
auction, socializing
and more. Visit
www.gcfb.org/ironchef
for updated details.

www.gcfb.org
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Our Partners in Action

G

leaners counts on more than 420 partner
agencies throughout southeast Michigan to
distribute food to those in need. We continue
our series on Gleaners’ partners in this issue of
Harvest by highlighting a western Wayne County
agency and an Oakland County agency. Both rely
on Gleaners’ food to make operations run smoothly
and keep clients from experiencing hunger.

WAYNE COUNTY
Veteran’s Haven
Every Wednesday, a Gleaners’ truck pulls up to
Veteran’s Haven in Wayne, and more than 200
people from around the metro area line up to get
boxes of fresh and nonperishable food. They are
senior citizens, disabled people, and those just
struggling to get by.
And once a month, Veteran’s Haven takes advantage
of Gleaners’ purchased food program by providing
those who have served our country in the Armed
Forces with Gleaners “pantry packs,” which provide
30 pounds of staple food items like oatmeal or grits,
		
tuna, pasta, canned fruits and
vegetables, rice, beans, chicken soup
and beef stew.

About 275 vets a month use the service, which
Veteran’s Haven often augments with fresh meat
and produce.
Gleaners provides for about 65 percent of the food
aid Veteran’s Haven is able to give, says acting
president Mark Hardy. If they were not able to access
Gleaners’ food, “we definitely would have to end our
Wednesday food distribution,” he says. “We could
limp by, giving out food for the vets every month, but
we wouldn’t have it available for the general public
and senior citizens.” Last year, more than 376,000
pounds of Gleaners’ food went to Veteran’s Haven.
In addition to the food program, Veteran’s Haven
offers transitional housing and donated clothing
to veterans both at their center in Wayne and on the
streets of Detroit. They also provide wheelchairs,
walkers, and crutches to disabled veterans, and help
with utility bills when veterans face shutoff.
Veterans from all wars come seeking help, Hardy
says, but they are seeing fewer Afghanistan and Iraq
war veterans than they expected. “That’s a big project
for us, getting the word out to these younger guys
that we’re here to help them,” he says.
The numbers of people seeking help are rising across
the board because of the economy. Most people who
seek help from Veteran’s Haven have been laid off
from their jobs and are facing the expiration of their
unemployment benefits.
Veteran’s Haven has one major fund raiser each year,
a day long outdoor concert in July called Vet Fest
with more than a dozen bands playing. Proceeds help
Veteran’s Haven serve the hundreds of veterans who
now need service in return.
To learn more about Veteran’s Haven,
visit www.vetshaveninfo.org.

Ray Plesiewicz,
former vice president
of Veteran’s Haven, holds a
turkey to be given to a veteran.

Gleaners Harvest spring 2009
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OAKLAND COUNTY
Lighthouse of Oakland County
When John Ziraldo, CEO of Lighthouse of
Oakland County, speaks to groups, he asks
audience members to raise their hands if they
know someone undergoing a major financial crisis.
When he started at the Pontiac agency a few years
ago, maybe 15 to 20 percent of the hands would go
up. Now, not one person in the audience fails
to raise a hand.
That’s a stunning representation of how the need
is growing at Lighthouse, Ziraldo says. The agency
now sees people coming in for assistance who
helped the agency in the past. In December of last
year, 1,000 families sought emergency assistance,
a 31 percent increase over December of 2007.

Gleaners’ food helps Lighthouse maximize the
services it provides. “Without Gleaners, we’d have
to use a portion of the dollars on food that we now
spend to help people with prescription medication
or utility bills. For us, it makes our charitable
donations go much further for families.”
That’s especially important for
the largely working poor
population Lighthouse
serves – those who can
experience small problems
snowballing into big ones
without timely assistance.

John Ziraldo, Lighthouse CEO

Lighthouse provides a full range of services to
move people from crisis and instability to selfsufficiency and independence. The agency’s
emergency services division provides emergency
food, housing, medical and utility assistance
to people who need immediate help. Gleaners
provided more than 45,000 pounds of food to
Lighthouse last year.
Lighthouse has been a partner with Gleaners
since the late 1970s. “We hold food drives,
but those foods do not always coalesce into a
nutritious, well-rounded meal,” Ziraldo says.
“Gleaners helps us fill the gaps.”
Ziraldo says that one of the benefits of the longstanding relationship with the food bank is that
Gleaners’ staff can anticipate Lighthouse’s needs.
For example, the agency always needs more
milk than it can get, so if it becomes available,
the Gleaners truck driver will add it to the order,
because he knows Lighthouse can use it.

“A car breaking down can lead to homelessness
through a cascading series of problems,” Ziraldo
says. “In life, when things go wrong, it helps that
there is a community of people who are prepared
to support each other.”
Find more information at
www.lighthouseoakland.org.

www.gcfb.org
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Bank Promotion Helps During Holiday Season
National City Bank and its customers came together last
December to raise more than $21,000 – or 63,000 meals
– for our hungry neighbors across southeast Michigan.
Throughout December, metro Detroit National City
branches offered customers the opportunity to donate
to Gleaners while doing their banking. The promotion
also helped raise awareness of hunger during the
holidays, Gleaners’ busiest time of year.

Other local financial institutions also participated in
the campaign. People’s Trust Credit Union raised an
additional $1,811, providing over 5,400 meals for
hungry children, seniors and families; People’s State
Bank raised another $1,059, or 3,177 meals.

Gleaners thanks all of these area banks and
their generous patrons for their participation.

Women of Power Break Bread for Gleaners
Gleaners expresses its deep gratitude to the more than 300
female business, civic and community leaders who attended
the 16th annual Women’s Power Breakfast on March 11.
This year’s breakfast, held
at the stunning new Westin
Book Cadillac Detroit, included
an inspiring keynote address
by award-winning journalist,
writer and storyteller
Susan Ager. Ager recounted
stories about women whose lives touched her during her
career as a lifestyle columnist with the Detroit Free Press.

Susan Ager

The Women’s Power Breakfast, started in 1992 by
Gleaners advisory board member Dulcie Rosenfeld,
has raised well over $1 million for Gleaners since its
inception. This equates to more than three million meals
for hungry neighbors throughout southeast Michigan.
A special thanks goes to honorary chairs Jennifer
Granholm, Kimberly Cockrel and Debbie Dingell, as well
as co-chairs Karla Hall, Myra Moreland and Margaret
Tallet, for making this a successful event yet again.

Past chairwomen (1994–2008) of the Women’s Power Breakfast gather around
Dulcie Rosenfeld (center) at the 2008 event. Photo by Elayne Gross.
Gleaners Harvest spring 2009
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Grocery Shoppers
Become Hunger Heroes

S

hoppers generously added $102,757 to their
grocery bills last winter to help feed our hungry
neighbors as part of Kroger’s Hunger Knows No
Season campaign. Each year, Kroger stores throughout
the country collect funds to benefit local food banks.
Gleaners is proud to be a beneficiary of this important
effort in southeast Michigan.
Another 18 area grocery stores participated in Gleaners’
12th annual Check Out Hunger campaign. Generous
donations from customers and in-kind donations from
the stores totaled $31,477 for Gleaners. Funds and
food raised from this promotion helped to keep pantry
shelves stocked all across southeast Michigan, as more
families than ever relied on emergency food help over
the holidays.

Participating Check
Out Hunger stores:
Family Foods
Hiller’s (6 locations)
Hollywood Market (4 locations)
Save-A-Lot (3 locations)
VG’s (4 locations)

Left: Daniel Isabella transforms into a Hunger Hero
at the campaign kick-off.
Right: Michael Isabella (left) from Greater Media and
Santa Claus took part in the Hunger Hero campaign
kick-off the day after Thanksgiving. They greeted
Kroger patrons and offered photos with Santa.
www.gcfb.org
www.gcfb.org
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Volunteer in more ways than one!
Grow Food at DTE Energy Gardens
DTE Energy and Gleaners need volunteers
to help expand a program begun last year
to grow food for our hungry neighbors at
gardens on buffer land surrounding
Detroit Edison substations.
In 2008, with the help of more than 250
volunteers, the two pilot gardens in Auburn
Hills and Plymouth Township yielded over
5,000 pounds of produce for Gleaners!
The program is expanding in 2009 to include
gardens at several additional Detroit Edison
substations. Whether you are an experienced
gardener or would like to learn while lending a
hand, contact Marc Zupmore from DTE Energy
at 313-235-3579 to get involved in the DTE
Energy Garden Project.
Manlan Liu tending to the tomato plants at a DTE Energy Garden.

Help us survey our partner agencies
Gleaners regularly visits our more than 420 partner
agencies to gather information about their operations
and determine how Gleaners can best support their
work. You can help us by becoming a partner site
visit volunteer.
It’s easy. All you need to do is accompany one of our
Partner Support staff on two visits as an observer.
Each visit takes about three hours and involves going
through an easy-to-follow questionnaire with the
agency’s administrator, and then reporting back to
Gleaners’ Partner Support staff.
Once you complete two visits with a Gleaners staff
person, you can begin doing visits on your own. After
your second solo visit, we will discuss with you your
potential for becoming a permanent partner site
visit volunteer.
Partner site visit volunteers, like Alex Perez-Roman
(far left), take clients through the interview
process at one of Gleaners’ partner agencies.
Gleaners Harvest spring 2009

Becoming a partner site visit volunteer helps Gleaners
serve our many partner agencies more effectively while
keeping our staff and travel costs down. And, it’s fun!
Some of our volunteers dedicate their vacations or
summers off to help us with this important task.
“The most rewarding part of being a partner site
volunteer is seeing people from a variety of different
places come together to fight hunger in our community,”
says Gleaners’ volunteer Natalie Maes.
If you would like to learn more about becoming a
partner site visit volunteer, please contact Darryl Hicks
at dhicks@gcfb.org or 866-GLEANER, ext. 248.
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“Empty Bowls” Education Continues

F

or the past 20 years, the Empty Bowls project has used art to educate
about hunger in Michigan. The project has grown into an international
movement, and here, at its roots in southeast Michigan, the Empty
Bowls tradition remains strong.

Pewabic Pottery hosted its 19th annual
Empty Bowls soup lunch on February 21 at its historic facility,
raising funds for Gleaners from the sale of donated bowls made
by both students and Pewabic ceramic artists. Attendees also
enjoyed delicious soup and rolls generously donated by area
restaurants, including Pronto! Restaurant, Russell Street Deli,
Beverly Hills Grill, LunchTime, Zoup!, Golden Crust Bakery,
Sindbad’s and Vivio’s. Gleaners also benefited from the bread
sold by Bona-Venture.
On March 12, the 16th annual Pinckney Community Schools
Empty Bowls Dinner and silent auction brought more than
1,000 people together to raise funds to feed our hungry
neighbors. Pinckney students contributed hundreds of bowls,
which participants were invited to take home.
www.gcfb.org
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Letter from our President

I

n these challenging times,
Gleaners is distributing a
record amount of food to
our network of partners who
are feeding the region’s hungry
families, children, seniors and
working poor. Over the past year,
in particular, we have worked
hard to get food to areas in which
people have little or no access to
emergency food.

Gleaners’ mobile pantry program, for example, brings
truck-loads of healthful food to many disadvantaged
areas – from Detroit’s Brightmoor neighborhood to
communities in western Wayne, Macomb and Oakland
counties. Additionally, a partnership with Forgotten
Harvest and Charter One Bank allows Gleaners to
bring the mobile pantry program to Detroit’s Osborne
community on the east side.

...the challenge of ensuring no one goes
hungry cannot be overcome through
emergency food aid alone. This is why
Gleaners is involved in other strategies
to reduce hunger in southeast Michigan.
Also, thanks to a grant from the Skillman Foundation,
we are working with community partners in Detroit’s
North End neighborhood to establish a client choice
pantry – an efficient, dignified model of emergency
food delivery that has been tremendously successful
both Downriver and in Livingston County.

Gleaners also collaborates with local and
national partners to better understand
hunger and its impact and to devise local,
sustainable solutions.
We support the Kellogg Food and Fitness Initiative,
a national program to improve access to nutritious
food and eliminate barriers to physical activity in nine
cities, including Detroit. We also work with the Food
Bank Council of Michigan to secure state funding for
programs that allow us to receive fresh produce from
Michigan farmers. And, we participate in the Michigan
Nonprofit Association’s Southeast Michigan Policy
Council that gives nonprofits a stronger voice in public
policy debates that affect our region.
Gleaners also collaborates with local and national
partners to better understand hunger and its impact
and to devise local, sustainable solutions. Gleaners is a
member of the United Way for Southeastern Michigan’s
food collaborative, a task force focused on ensuring
southeast Michigan’s food needs are met. Gleaners has
also been involved with other government and social
service agencies in Livingston County in developing and
implementing the Livingston Blueprint to End Hunger.
We are also partnering with Feeding America to conduct
the 2009 Hunger Study, a comprehensive profile of the
incidence and nature of hunger and food insecurity in
the United States undertaken every four years.
I am deeply grateful to all of our partners in this work.
Thank you for your compassion and commitment to
ending hunger in southeast Michigan.

But the challenge of ensuring no one goes hungry
cannot be overcome through emergency food aid alone.
This is why Gleaners is involved in other strategies to
reduce hunger in southeast Michigan.
For example, Gleaners engages in public policy efforts
that affect the health and well-being of our communities.
Gleaners Harvest spring 2009

W. DeWayne Wells
President
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Letter from our Board Chair
As our economic challenges continue,
I am excited that Gleaners and
other area nonprofits are finding
short-term and long-term solutions
to meeting the need for more
emergency food in our region.

A

s we enjoy the coming of spring, and the possibility
of better days ahead, I believe that we still have
a long way to travel on the path to more hopeful
times in southeast Michigan.
This year, more hard-working individuals will lose their
jobs; in fact, projections are that 190,000 to 300,000
more people will hit the unemployment lines. An
additional 48,000 foreclosures are projected, leaving
homes abandoned and families devastated. Local
nonprofit resources are stretched thin as we address the
additional needs of our struggling neighbors.
For Gleaners, tough times mean getting more food out to
more people – people who lost their homes or their jobs,
people living meagerly on a fixed income, people who
have seen better times and now need help just to meet
their basic needs.

As our economic challenges continue, I am excited
that Gleaners and other area nonprofits are finding
short-term and long-term solutions to meeting the need
for more emergency food in our region. This issue of
Harvest looks at both the needs and the solutions, and
even provides you with ideas about how you can help to
feed southeast Michigan (see page 6). Please accept my
sincere thanks for supporting our work.

Pat Berwanger
Board Chair

We see rising demand continuing, as it did last
holiday season, when Gleaners saw one of
the greatest food distribution increases
in its 31-year history. Between October
and December, we distributed 8.4
million pounds of food – a nearly 20
percent increase from the same period
a year prior. While the demand was
unprecedented, I’m proud that
Gleaners was able to meet it.

www.gcfb.org

16

You
1

!

can make a
difference

Send a check:

•

Each $1 donation helps
Gleaners feed one hungry
person for one day.

•

Every hour you volunteer
helps keep our costs low.

8

2

Call in a credit card or installment gift:

Lisa Walker, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 241

3

Donate online:

www.gcfb.org

4

Transfer stock:

Ask your broker to contact
Tom Murphy, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 233

If your company can contribute:

Julie Ptasznik, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 245, or
jptasznik@gcfb.org

Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan
2131 Beaufait, Detroit, MI 48207-3410

9

Volunteer:

You can help with food packing, mailing or at
one of our special events. Individuals, families
and groups are welcome. Contact one of
Gleaners’ volunteer coordinators to arrange to
volunteer at one of our five distribution centers:
Detroit, Warren and Taylor:
Alma Perez, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 239
or aperez@gcfb.org

5

Ask your employer for a matching gift:

Tell your employer you donated to Gleaners and request a
matching gift. If your company does not have a matching gift
program, ask about starting one.

Pontiac:
Sarah Shannon, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 403
or sshannon@gcfb.org

6

Provide a Memorial or Tribute Gift for a
Special Occasion:

Howell:
Michelle Ounanian, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 335
or mounanian@gcfb.org

Bridgett Lomax, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 249, or blomax@gcfb.org

7

Leave a Legacy:

Gerry Brisson, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 246, or gbrisson@gcfb.org

Special Events:
Deborah Dillard, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 260
or eventvol@gcfb.org

Please remember:
Your donation is 100% tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan is a 501(c)(3)
organization. Individuals, married couples and businesses may claim 50% of their cash donations to Gleaners on their Michigan Income Tax
Return as a tax credit for contributions to homeless shelters and food banks. Individuals may claim 50% of gifts up to $200; married couples
filing jointly may claim 50% of gifts up to $400; and businesses may claim 50% of gifts up to $10,000. Please consult your tax advisor before
making a claim.

Gleaners Harvest spring 2009
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nourishing
communities
by feeding
hungry
people

Gleaners Community Food Bank
of Southeastern Michigan
2131 Beaufait St.
Detroit, MI 48207-3410
313-923-3535 or 1-866-GLEANER
313-923-2247 Fax
www.gcfb.org • admin@gcfb.org

Gleaners Distribution Centers:
Gleaners Detroit Headquarters &
Distribution Center
		
2131 Beaufait St., Detroit
Gleaners Livingston County Distribution Center
		
5924 Sterling Dr., Howell
Gleaners Oakland County Distribution Center
		
120 E. Columbia Ave., Pontiac
Gleaners Taylor Distribution Center
		
25698 Northline Rd., Taylor
Gleaners Joan & Wayne Webber Distribution Center
		
24162 Mound Rd., Warren

Gleaners is proud to be a
founding member of:
The Food
Bank
Council of
Michigan

And a member of:
The United Way

The Better
Business
Bureau
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In Memory of a
Pantry Founder
Gleaners’ Livingston County Distribution Center
honors Mr. Jim Winchel (1940–2008) for his service
to the food bank and its Shared Harvest Pantry.
We dedicate the 1.2 million meals distributed through
the Shared Harvest Pantry in 2008 in his memory.

Jim Winchel was chair of the Shared Harvest Pantry Advisory
Board for five years and was actively involved in starting
and growing the pantry. He also helped with the Livingston
Association of Realtors Fill the Gazebo Food Drive and
participated in other fund-raising initiatives on behalf of
Gleaners. He served as Mayor of Brighton from 1993 to 1999.

