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Jeffrey Abrash of Andrews Brothers, pictured
above at the Detroit Produce Terminal, checks
out a case of grapes to donate to Gleaners.

Grapes and More
From nutritious grapes to a wide variety of other foods, Gleaners relies on
many sources to get hungry people the food they need when they need it.
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This issue of Harvest is dedicated to all of our food donors.
Each year, Gleaners collects and distributes 25.5 million pounds of food to feed
thousands of our hungry neighbors. We couldn’t accomplish this without the
generous contributions of produce, meats, dairy products and nonperishable food
from thousands of individuals and organizations in southeast Michigan and across
the country.
The following pages look at the many sources that provide emergency food to
Gleaners – from grocery stores to gardens to government agencies – and feature
stories on some of our most generous food donors. The center spread is a pull-out
reference that illustrates the variety of sources of the food Gleaners distributes.
Thank you for your interest and support!
WHAT WE DO

HOW WE DO IT

Collect 25.5 million pounds of food
a year, either donated from major
food processors, retail chains and
volunteer food drives or purchased
at deep discounts to meet the dietary
requirements of those served.

Cultivate outstanding relationships
with companies in the food processing
industry, including the Detroit Produce
Terminal, and others.

Distribute food for 392,000 meals
every week to more than 430 partner
agencies in six southeastern Michigan
counties. Partner agencies include
shelters, soup kitchens, food pantries
and senior citizen centers that provide
prepared meals or pantry supplies
directly to hungry people.
Feed and educate 12,000 children a
year through programs such as Kids
Café, KidSnack, Operation Frontline,
and Kids Helping Kids. These programs
provide hot meals to children in
after-school programs, snacks to
at-risk children in disadvantaged
neighborhoods, and volunteer
opportunities for young people to
learn about philanthropy.
Inform the community and raise
awareness about the causes of hunger,
the people making a difference in
fighting hunger, and the issues that still
remain in feeding hungry neighbors.

Use an efficient, technologically
advanced system to collect, store and
distribute food, with very little waste,
through five strategically located
distribution centers in Livingston,
Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Counties.
Engage a professional staff and
15,000 dedicated volunteers to advance
Gleaners’ mission of curing hunger.
Provide the best service possible to
our partner agencies. Gleaners delivers
over half of its food — more than 14
million pounds — to partner agencies
for free. The other half is distributed
through a shared maintenance program
where partner contributions of 10¢ per
pound of food offset the costs of
transporting, handling and
purchasing food.
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Letter from our President

I

have always believed it is a privilege to serve those
in need. I have devoted much of my professional
life to organizations dedicated to nurturing the
physical, emotional and spiritual health of people.

So I am especially pleased to have been chosen to
succeed Augie Fernandes as president of Gleaners
Community Food Bank. Having served as an employee
of Gleaners for two years, as a board member prior to
that, and on the staff of two Gleaners’ partner agencies,
I have a deep appreciation for the work we do.
Gleaners is midway through our five-year strategic
plan. This plan calls for us to step up our leadership
role in the fight against hunger in southeast Michigan.
Though food distribution remains our primary focus,
we must begin to change the systemic conditions that
create hunger and food insecurity in our communities.
Gleaners is well-positioned to be a stronger advocate,

and to work collaboratively with
others to alleviate hunger.
It is truly an honor to serve as
Gleaners’ fourth president. I
thank the board of directors
To learn more about
for their faith in me. I am
DeWayne visit our
grateful to the staff for
website at www.gcfb.org.
welcoming me to my new
position. Most importantly, I look forward to
working with each and every one of you — our
donors, volunteers, agency partners and friends —
to bring nourishment and hope to those in need in
our community.
Sincerely,

W. DeWayne Wells

Letter from our Board Chair

W

hen I tell people of my involvement with
Gleaners, invariably someone will ask,
“How does Gleaners come by the millions
of pounds of food that it distributes?” It’s
a great question and one that is answered in this
issue of Harvest. Another question that I often hear
is, “How does the board help Gleaners secure food to
meet its mission?” Actually, several members of our
board use their connections and expertise to leverage
food for Gleaners.
Russ Kittleson, grocery merchandiser at Kroger, for
example, helps to negotiate significant food donations
for Gleaners. Kroger’s average monthly donation of
40,000 pounds makes it one of our largest sources of
food. Charles Oliver of Oliver Farms and Bob McGowan
of Bittersweet Farm annually contribute more than

202,000 and 3,200 pounds of
fresh produce respectively.
Through a new initiative
developed in part by Vince
Dow, vice president of DTE distribution operations,
DTE Energy is growing produce through its community
gardens. And, many other board members use their
personal and business connections to hold fund and
food drives and secure food donations for Gleaners.
I am proud to work with a board that is so active in our
cause — and so committed to the idea that every child,
every senior, every individual deserves a good meal.
Sincerely,

Pat Berwanger
WWW.GCFB.ORG
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23%

G R O C E R S & R E TA I L E R S

of Gleaners’ food
is donated by
local grocers
and merchants

Ed Bahoura of Save-A-Lot says, “As a business owner, it brings
me great joy in knowing we’re helping the poor. It’s an honor
and a privilege to be in a position to help.”

D

onations from grocers, food retailers and
Detroit Produce Terminal businesses made
up 20 percent of the food Gleaners received
last year, significantly boosting our ability
to feed the community’s hungry citizens.
Two local grocers — Russ Kittleson, grocery
merchandiser at Kroger, and Ed Bahoura, owner
and president of Madison Heights and Pontiac
Save-A-Lot food stores — are particularly charged
by this mission, not only donating a combined
665,000 pounds of food through their stores to
Gleaners annually, but also serving on Gleaners’
board of directors.
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“It’s very important that food is rescued and donated,
especially food that is still wholesome and can feed
hungry people,” says Bahoura. “In the communities
of both our Save-A-Lot food stores, there are people
who are hungry. Everyone has to step forward and
do their part and be conscious of the need.”
More than 20 southeastern Michigan retailers —
many with multiple locations — donate produce,
frozen food, groceries, bread, beverages, lunch
meats and many other items that are still good but
no longer belong on store shelves for a number of
reasons. They may be close to expiration date or
have dented or damaged packaging. Sometimes,
grocery stores simply end up with extra product.
Gleaners’ efficient collection and delivery systems,
along with our five distribution centers, turn
around product expediently, getting it to the
tables of hungry families quickly.

Kittleson is driven by Gleaners’ mission, and likes
to serve on the Gleaners board where he “can
get things done.” Kroger donated more than a
half-million pounds of food last year. Kroger and
Gleaners also work together to create opportunities
to raise money or food for Gleaners throughout the
year with special campaigns and food drives.
“We feel Gleaners is by far the best organization
to distribute excess food,” says Kittleson. “We, like
others, really don’t ever like to dispose of good
product that could be put to much better use.”

150 full trailer loads of food a year
reach hungry families because
grocers don’t believe in waste.
Additionally, Gleaners works with 11 companies
at the Detroit Produce Terminal (DPT), which is
the main point of entry for fruit and vegetables
coming from around the world. They donate
843,336 pounds of produce a year — an average
of 10 –12 pallets a week. “Usually it’s a case of
distressed merchandise that’s salvageable,” says
Frank Palazzolo, sales manager at RAM Produce, a
food donor at DPT. “Instead of throwing it away or
selling it for a dollar or two, we’d rather donate it
to a good cause.”
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1%

Volunteers work at the Capuchin Soup Kitchen’s Earth Works
Garden, located behind Gleaners Detroit Distribution Center.

At Bittersweet Farm “Plant a Row for the Hungry”
Community Garden, a 20,000-square-foot garden is
tended by community volunteers who grow food
for the hungry. All of the produce from the garden
is donated to charity. Bob McGowan, owner and
executive director of Bittersweet Farm, has been
bringing the community together on his farm
north of Clarkston for 14 years. “We have a lot
of willing hands,” says McGowan.

partners with Gleaners and others to grow food
and educate children about the science of
organic gardening.
This year, DTE Energy organized a garden on an
empty plot of land next to its Auburn Hills Carter
Substation. Gleaners recruited students from
Kennedy Center in Pontiac to help with the garden.
DTE plans to use buffer land surrounding other
electric facilities to implement more gardens in
future years.
Commercial farms also donate to Gleaners. Oliver
Farms in Macomb Township has been donating to
Gleaners for more than 20 years. “It started out that
we had excess produce and didn’t want to see it go
to waste,” says Charlie Oliver. “Now, we’ll grow extra
stuff for Gleaners.”

Bittersweet Farm donated 3,264 pounds of
organically grown tomatoes, potatoes, peppers,
eggplant, beets, squash, kale, spinach and radishes
last year. “Nothing is more important than feeding
hungry people,” says McGowan. “When people are
hungry, it keeps them from achieving anything.
Food is an enabling thing.”

For decades, volunteers have
worked farms and gardens around
the region to make sure Gleaners
has fresh, local produce.

Other community gardens, big and small, also
donate to Gleaners. The Capuchin Soup Kitchen’s
Earth Works Garden, located behind the Gleaners
Detroit Distribution Center, is an example of a
community supported agriculture project that

Last year, Oliver Farms donated 202,848 pounds of
food that included sweet corn, squash, leafy greens,
peppers and cabbage. Oliver believes that nutritious
food should never be left in a field to rot when it
could be feeding hungry people.

WWW.GCFB.ORG
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ith the help of donations from area
farms and community gardens,
Gleaners distributed 4,358,001 pounds
of produce to people in need last year.
Fresh fruit and vegetables have become a more
prominent part of the food mix as we strive to
increase the nutritional value of the food we
provide to our hungry neighbors.

G A R D E N S & FA R M S

of Gleaners’ food
comes from farms
and gardens, totaling
265,000 pounds
of fresh fruit &
vegetables

4
6

15%
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G OV E R N M E N T S O U R C E S

of Gleaners’ food
comes through
government
agencies

Sister Eileen Lantzy of Loaves and Fishes Southwest Detroit
says that USDA foods from Gleaners are essential to the
success of her client choice pantry.

F

ifteen percent of Gleaners’ food comes via
federal programs. As the region’s largest
food bank, we are responsible for getting
this food out to our member agencies and
into the homes of those who need it.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) provided more than $271,000 last year
for Gleaners to purchase emergency food for
local people in need. FEMA food includes turkey,
crackers, tomato sauce, egg noodles, green beans,
peaches and other nourishing food.
Along with FEMA-purchased food, the United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
commodity program provides 2.9 million pounds
of food to Gleaners, including pasta, cereal, beef
stew, peanut butter, apple sauce and other highly
nutritious, nonperishable items. Gleaners and other
food banks receive this food via the Food Bank
Council of Michigan. Gleaners sorts the delivered
food and distributes it to our partner agencies,
such as Loaves and Fishes Southwest Detroit, a
group of churches that operates food pantries.

USDA-accessed food often means
more food for those in need.
Sister Eileen Lantzy, who runs a Loaves and Fishes
client choice pantry at All Saints Catholic Church,
says the USDA food is essential to the success

Staples with high nutritional content line the shelves at the
Loaves and Fishes pantry.

of the parish pantry, which provides about 600
families (the equivalent of 1,500 individuals) with
food each month. “When Gleaners gets low on
USDA food, we really start to hurt,” says Lantzy.
The All Saints pantry is open three days a week
and serves seniors on fixed incomes, disabled
people, and one- and two-parent families where
parents are unemployed or underemployed. “With
the price of food going up, people are really caught.
We try to give them the biggest food order we can,
without wiping out our shelves,” says Lantzy.
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14%

Elmaple Farm in Kalkaska is one of 25 Michigan farms
participating in the Michigan Agricultural Surplus System
coordinated through the Food Bank Council of Michigan.

“Both America’s Second Harvest and the Food
Bank Council of Michigan are indispensable
resources for the food bank,” says DeWayne Wells,
Gleaners’ president. “They not only help us with
large donations of food and fresh produce, but they
advocate for the rights of disadvantaged citizens,
making sure that funding for food and nutrition
programs helps impoverished people — rather
than stalling in bureaucracy.”
At the state level, the Food Bank Council of
Michigan provides Gleaners with fresh produce
through a Michigan Agricultural Surplus System
(MASS) grant. Grant dollars allow for donated
produce from 25 Michigan farmers to be sorted,
washed, bagged and distributed to food banks
around the state. Gleaners receives 47 percent
of all of the MASS-donated farm produce in
Michigan, which translates to 1.9 million
pounds of fresh fruit and vegetables a year.
The Food Bank Council of Michigan also
coordinates the Department of Human Services
(DHS) family food box program for families
with children and for pregnant women. Each

fall Gleaners uses the DHS dollars to distribute
6,000 family food boxes through 33 of our eligible
partner agencies.
Gleaners also receives food donations from
America’s Second Harvest, the nation’s largest
charitable hunger-relief organization. America’s
Second Harvest rescues and procures donated food
from across the country and directs the food to its
network of more than 200 food banks and food
rescue organizations, including Gleaners.

1.9 million pounds of Michigangrown produce nourishes
southeast Michigan families
through the Michigan
Agricultural Surplus System.
America’s Second Harvest has a mechanism to
channel donations from food manufacturers
to local food banks; Gleaners receives food
and doesn’t have to dedicate staff to locate
and coordinate with manufacturers. Large
food companies, like Kellogg, ConAgra and
Kraft, use America’s Second Harvest as a central
clearinghouse for donations, so they can make
one contact — instead of hundreds — to
distribute to food banks across the country.

WWW.GCFB.ORG

G

leaners is a founding member of America’s
Second Harvest, which is the national
food bank network, and the Food Bank
Council of Michigan, which coordinates
food distribution at the state level. They play an
important role in stocking Gleaners’ shelves by
providing 14 percent of our inventory.

FOOD NETWORKS

of Gleaners’ food
comes from state
and local food
networks
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5%

of Gleaners’
food is collected
through local
food drives

LOCAL FOOD DRIVES

Letter carrier Carol Evans working to “Stamp Out Hunger.”
Courtesy of the Natl. Assoc. of Letter Carriers, Branch #1.

E

ach year, dedicated food drive organizers and
advocates turn their passion into action and
collectively amass 1.8 million pounds of food
for people in need in our region.

“Stamp Out Hunger” is the nation’s largest annual
food drive. Organized by the National Association
of Letter Carriers, the Teamsters, Campbell Soup,
the United States Postal Service and others, this
year’s drive brought in more than 70.3 million
pounds of food in a single day. In southeast
Michigan alone, our letter carriers collected
nearly 1.2 million pounds of food for Gleaners
to feed our hungry neighbors.
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At the other end of the spectrum from the letter
carriers’ drive are hundreds of small drives that
together make an impact on hunger. A “Cuts for

Cans” food drive organized
by Kathy Partin, owner of
Haircolor Experts & More,
for example, took a creative
approach. In exchange for
five or more nonperishable
goods brought to the Troy
salon, patrons received a
free haircut.

Each year, 900 food drives
support Gleaners’ mission to
nourish communities by feeding
hungry people.
Cuts for Cans netted 757 pounds of food, equating
to 582 meals. “I can’t believe how successful we
were,” says Partin. “We actually filled five barrels
with food.” Even though she and her staff rarely
got a break, she said they all enjoyed working
for a good cause. “It gave them a great feeling
of satisfaction.”
Gleaners can help anyone interested in organizing
a food drive with instructions, creative suggestions,
posters and flyers. Barrels and boxes are also
available to interested groups. Call 313-923-3535
for more information.
Attendees of Opa!Fest at St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church entered
for free with a donation of food to Gleaners. Helen Hilton, festival chair,
said it was a great way to give back to the community.

The generosity of Detroit Produce Terminal donors allows Gleaners to channel
more fresh fruit and vegetables to area children, families and seniors in need.

Gleaners Gets Food
One in eight Michigan families will need emergency food assistance
this year. To get people the food they need when they need it,
Gleaners collects food from a wide variety of sources.

SPECIAL PULL-OUT
SECTION
WWW.GCFB.ORG
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Gleaners Gets Food
Getting people the food they need when they
need it requires tenacity, forethought,
and a keen understanding of
emergency food distribution. It also
requires the commitment of many
others who share in our mission.
A variety of public and private
sources help us fill our distribution
centers so we can best respond
to our hungry neighbors with
the right mix of quality food —
available when times are hard and
it’s needed most.

Merchants are
Gleaners’ largest
food donors, passing
on overstock and
slightly damaged
(but still safe) goods
— the equivalent
of 4.6 million meals
for our hungry
neighbors.
Examples:
Sam’s Club, COSTCO,
Meijer, Kroger,
Save-A-Lot, Whole
Foods, and Detroit
Produce Terminal.

SPECIAL PULL-OUT SECTION

Government food
programs are
important in stocking
our shelves. Federal
food sources are
crucial in providing
nonperishable,
nutritious foods that
are high in protein.

The Food Bank
Council of Michigan
works with farmers
to rescue 1.9 million
pounds of surplus
produce for Gleaners.
The council also
provides 6,000
family food boxes.

Examples:
U.S. Department
of Agriculture and
Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

Examples:
Michigan Agricultural
Surplus System, and
the Department of
Human Services family
food box program.

National food
manufacturers
and food retailers
partner with
America’s Second
Harvest to distribute
food to local food
banks, including
Gleaners.
Examples:
ConAgra, Kellogg,
Kraft Foods,
Perdue Farms, and
Pepperidge Farm.

Each year, more
than 900 student
groups, trade
unions, church
groups, businesses
and others join the
fight against hunger
by collecting 1.8
million pounds of
food for Gleaners.

Each summer,
farms and gardens
grow fruit and
vegetables for
Gleaners. We
distribute the
produce quickly,
so hungry citizens
can benefit from
Michigan’s bounty.

Examples:
National Association
of Letter Carriers,
Food Fight to Tackle
Childhood Hunger, and
Fill the Gazebo.

Examples:
Bittersweet Farm,
Oliver Farms,
DTE Energy Gardens,
and the Capuchins’
Earth Works Garden.

Miscellaneous
donations also help
fill the food bank.
Much of this food
comes from other
food banks around
the country that
have extra products
to share.

As manufacturers and
retailers become more
effective in reducing
waste, Gleaners’
food donations have
decreased while the
need to purchase food
with volume discounts
has increased.

Examples:
Other U.S. food banks,
trucking companies
dropping off excess
food, and stores going
out of business.

Examples:
Sources vary based on
price & availability.

WWW.GCFB.ORG
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Pounds of Food by Source

10-year Comparison
1998 –2007
Gleaners’ sources of food have
shifted over the years. As national
food manufacturers, such as
General Mills or Post, decrease
their donations, Gleaners relies
more heavily on local food
donations and purchased food
to meet the needs of our agency
partners and the hungry people
they serve.

Gleaners Food Mix 2007

Thanks to donations from many sources, Gleaners
is able to provide our hungry neighbors with a wide
variety of food.
SPECIAL PULL-OUT SECTION
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Partner Profiles

W

ith the help of more than 430 partner
agencies, Gleaners is able to distribute the
equivalent of 392,000 meals every week
to people in need. We are continuing
our series about our partner agencies in this issue
of Harvest, profiling the good work of two area
organizations that provide food to our hungry
neighbors.
OAKLAND COUNTY
Safe Harbor Community Services, Pontiac
Volunteer-operated Safe Harbor Community
Services in Pontiac provides food and clothing for
needy people in Oakland County. The program,
sponsored by Apostolic Church of Christ in Auburn
Hills, also delivers food bags to people who do not
have transportation to the pantry.

Robin
Devereaux
volunteers
her time as
director of Safe
Harbor Community
Services in Pontiac.

More than 400 individuals
a month, including many
families with children, receive at least one bag of
food per person, adding up to 37,000 pounds of
Gleaners’ food a year making it to hungry households.
According to volunteer director Robin Devereaux,
the absence of the food bank’s support would be
devastating. “Gleaners is a wonderful agency,” says
Devereaux. “They get us FEMA grants, help us out
with free food, and have even gotten us freezers.”

Erica Karfonta of
the Gleaners Livingston County Distribution Center
with Captain Derek Rose of Livingston County Salvation Army,
passing off one of the 527 turkeys provided by Gleaners last year.

LIVINGSTON COUNTY
Livingston County Salvation Army, Howell
The Livingston County Salvation Army provides for
the basic needs of food and shelter for the working
poor, unemployed and homeless. And in the fall, the
Salvation Army turns its emergency food program
up a notch to address the needs of the hungry. Next
month, along with the Gleaners Livingston County
Distribution Center, the Salvation Army will begin
collecting food to ensure that every needy family in
the county receives a food basket during the holidays.
The Salvation Army registers households for both
Thanksgiving and Christmas, coordinates food
drives at local organizations, and partners with local
church and civic groups, like the Lions Club, to serve
as distribution centers for the baskets. Last year,
Gleaners provided 527 turkeys, 33,877 pounds of food,
and our facilities, staff and volunteers to sort and
package the food baskets.
This year’s effort will reach about 1,200 families in
a 568-square-mile area during one of the toughest
times of year for those who are struggling.

WWW.GCFB.ORG
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Ready, Set, Quack!
Ducks race once again on Belle Isle for Fall Benefit

G

leaners’ Fall Benefit will include the second annual
Detroit Duck Derby on Belle Isle. Thousands of
“adopted” rubber ducks will race down the island’s
waterway, with the hope of winning big prizes for
their owners.
More than 420 Gleaners supporters attended
last year’s family-friendly event, which
also included a barbecue, children’s
games and activities and plenty of
“eggcellent” entertainment. Gleaners
hopes to “eggceed” the more than
$133,000 raised last year to provide
meals for hungry children
and families.
Detroit Duck Derby volunteers.
Michigan Raffle License #R97826

Bernie and Friends Golf for Gleaners

G

leaners supporters joined WDIV sportscaster
Bernie Smilovitz and other celebrities at the fourth
Bernie Smilovitz Celebrity Golf Classic at beautiful
Tam O’Shanter Country Club in West Bloomfield.
In addition to a day of fun on the course, golfers enjoyed
special treats including massages and gourmet goodies
supplied by Epoch Events Catering, our Platinum Sponsor
again this year.
Dinner and a live and silent auction
rounded out the day and raised
additional funds to support Gleaners’
mission to nourish communities by
feeding hungry people.
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Bernie Smilovitz, Augie Fernandes and Neal Rubin with
Rhonda Walker and golfers from the Chaldean Chamber of
Commerce: Martin, Alan and Kase Manna and Julian Jaddou.

9

Kids’ Nutrition
Gets Summer Boost

L

ast year in Michigan, more
than 629,000 children qualified
to receive free or reduced
lunches as part of the National
School Lunch Program. For too
many of these children, the school
cafeteria is the only place to find
a nutritious, well-balanced meal.
When school is out for summer,
many children are vulnerable to
malnutrition and hunger.

Gleaners provided
2,000 children with
a nutritious lunch
every day this
summer.

Gleaners’ Summer Lunches for
Children program provided these children with a nutritious lunch each
day for 10 weeks at southeast Michigan schools, churches, recreation
and community centers.
Meals were prepared by volunteers, along with Warren Woods Tower
culinary arts program students and Mariners Inn job readiness
participants. The Salvation Army, one of Gleaners’ partner agencies,
helped deliver the meals.

$1 provides
3 lunches for children

$3 provides
9 lunches for children

$5 provides
15 lunches for children

With support from Huntington Bank, Charter One Bank, Powerhouse
Gym, Peoples State Bank, Fifth Third Bank, and others, Gleaners
provided 2,000 children with a nutritious lunch every day this summer.

WWW.GCFB.ORG

10

Mill Pond Gazebo Overflows with Food

L

ivingston County once again packed the
Brighton Mill Pond Gazebo with more than
54,529 meals for hungry neighbors this
spring as part of the annual “Fill the
Gazebo” food drive.
Sponsored by the Livingston County Association of
Realtors, this annual drive helps Gleaners provide
nutritious meals during the warmer months. Children
are especially vulnerable to hunger and malnutrition
during summer, when school is out, as parents of
kids who regularly receive free or reduced lunches in
school must find other sources of food.

Gleaners thanks all those who donated food and funds
to help make this year’s drive a success. A special thanks
goes out to the realtors of Livingston County for their
tremendous support once again.

Taylor Client Choice Pantry Opens for Business

G

leaners’ newest client choice pantry, located at the Taylor
Distribution Center on Northline Road, began serving
individuals and families from Downriver communities
this summer. Fish & Loaves, a collaboration of more than
30 Downriver churches, is partnering with Gleaners to run the
pantry, providing staff support and volunteers as well as raising
food and funds.
The Fish & Loaves Community Food Pantry will help meet
a growing need for emergency food aid downriver. In Taylor
alone, for example, nearly 10 percent of residents
live in poverty. Gleaners and its partners currently
provide 190,575 meals to Taylor, though 1,298,258
meals are required to serve all those
needing food.

GLEANERS HARVEST FALL 2008
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Farewell
from Augie

I

leave my position as
president of Gleaners
Community Food Bank
experiencing a range of
emotions. On the one hand,
a hallmark of good leadership is knowing when to
move on. In my six years at the helm, the board, staff
and I expanded Gleaners’ service area and helped it
become one of the most efficient food banks in the
country. Good work has been done. On the other hand,
serving my hungry neighbors has been an honor and
a privilege. I am gratified by this work and find it
difficult to step away.

“…serving my hungry neighbors
has been an honor and a privilege.
I am gratified by this work and
find it difficult to step away.”
The best way to reconcile my emotions about
retirement is to remain true to my belief that in
feeding our hungry neighbors we improve the
quality of life for those least fortunate in our
community. This, in turn, improves the quality
of life for everyone in our community.
Anchored by this belief, I will continue my work on
behalf of hungry people in southeast Michigan. For
me, this translates into advocacy, encouraging food
and monetary donations and, of course, giving of
my own time, talent and treasure as needed.
I close this, my final President’s Letter, with a
heartfelt thank you. Without your committed and
generous support, I would have accomplished little
in my time as president. Thank you for caring
about Gleaners’ mission.
Sincerely,

Agostinho “Augie” Fernandes

Fall 2008
Calendar
of Events
Support Gleaners
at these events:
September 14
Fall Benefit and Detroit Duck Derby (Belle Isle)
Ready, set, quack! Gleaners hosts its second annual
Detroit Duck Derby on Belle Isle. Thousands of
rubber ducks will be raffled off and
raced down the canal. Winners receive
cash and other prizes. This family
event also includes food, games and
entertainment.
Michigan Raffle License #R97826

September 25
Birmingham Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce
Vine & Dine (Cranbrook Institute of Science)
This annual event features food, wine and fashion
in a unique setting. A portion of the proceeds
benefits Gleaners.
November 6
President’s Table Dinner
Donors at the President’s Table are some of Gleaners’
most important and valued friends. They give
significantly of their time, expertise, dollars or
inventory — and, most noticeably, their hearts.
This annual dinner honors their contributions.
November 23
Birdie Day Golf and Birdie Day Ball Drop
(Participating Livingston County Golf Courses)
Participants get a free round of golf for
bringing a frozen turkey. Numbered balls
may also be purchased to be dropped,
weather permitting, from a helicopter
onto a practice green. Closest balls to the
hole win one of several $1,000 prizes.
Michigan Raffle License #R97827
WWW.GCFB.ORG
WWW.GCFB.ORG
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You
1

!

can make a
difference

SEND A CHECK:

U

Each $1 donation helps
Gleaners feed one hungry
person for one day.

U

Every hour you volunteer
helps keep our costs low.

8

2

CALL IN A CREDIT CARD OR INSTALLMENT GIFT:

Lisa Walker, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 241

3

DONATE ONLINE:

www.gcfb.org

4

TRANSFER STOCK:

Ask your broker to contact
Tom Murphy, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 233

IF YOUR COMPANY CAN CONTRIBUTE:

Julie Ptasznik, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 245, or
jptasznik@gcfb.org

Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan
2131 Beaufait, Detroit, MI 48207-3410

9

VOLUNTEER:

You can help with food packing, mailing or at
one of our special events. Individuals, families
and groups are welcome. Contact one of
Gleaners’ volunteer coordinators to arrange to
volunteer at one of our five distribution centers:
Detroit, Warren and Taylor:
Alma Perez, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 239
or aperez@gcfb.org

5

ASK YOUR EMPLOYER FOR A MATCHING GIFT:

Tell your employer you donated to Gleaners and request a
matching gift. If your company does not have a matching gift
program, ask about starting one.

Pontiac:
Denise Leduc, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 404
or dleduc@gcfb.org

6

PROVIDE A MEMORIAL OR TRIBUTE GIFT FOR A
SPECIAL OCCASION:

Howell:
Michelle Ounanian, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 335
or mounanian@gcfb.org

Bridgett Lomax, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 249, or blomax@gcfb.org

7

LEAVE A LEGACY:

Gerry Brisson, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 246, or gbrisson@gcfb.org

Special Events:
Deborah Dillard, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 260
or eventvol@gcfb.org

PLEASE REMEMBER:
Your donation is 100% tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan is a 501(c)(3)
organization. Individuals, married couples and businesses may claim 50% of their cash donations to Gleaners on their Michigan Income Tax
Return as a tax credit for contributions to homeless shelters and food banks. Individuals may claim 50% of gifts up to $200; married couples
filing jointly may claim 50% of gifts up to $400; and businesses may claim 50% of gifts up to $10,000. Please consult your tax advisor before
making a claim.

GLEANERS HARVEST FALL 2008
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NOURISHING
COMMUNITIES
BY FEEDING
HUNGRY
PEOPLE

Gleaners Community Food Bank
of Southeastern Michigan
2131 Beaufait St.
Detroit, MI 48207-3410
313-923-3535 or 1-866-GLEANER
313-923-2247 Fax
kkk"[WZV"cf[UXa]b4[WZV"cf[

Gleaners Distribution Centers:
Gleaners Detroit Headquarters &
Distribution Center
2131 Beaufait St., Detroit
Gleaners Livingston County Distribution Center
5924 Sterling Dr., Howell
Gleaners Oakland County Distribution Center
120 E. Columbia Ave., Pontiac
Gleaners Taylor Distribution Center
25698 Northline Rd., Taylor
Gleaners Joan & Wayne Webber Distribution Center
24162 Mound Rd., Warren

The Food
Bank
Council of
Michigan

And a member of:
The United Way

Gene Gonya,
Founder

Judith F. Layne
Dickinson Wright PLLC

OFFICERS

Ken Marblestone
Charter One Bank

Pat Berwanger, Chair
Community Leader
Ed Bahoura,
Senior Vice Chair
Save-A-Lot Stores
Catherine Genovese,
Vice Chair
Candy Cane CHRISTmas
Tree Farm
Vivian R. Pickard,
Vice Chair
General Motors
Corp.
Vince Dow,
Treasurer
DTE Energy
Bill Winkler,
Secretary
Wayne State University

Gleaners is proud to be a
founding member of:
America’s
Second
Harvest

Board of Directors

W. DeWayne Wells,
President
Gleaners Community
Food Bank
DIRECTORS

The Better Business
Bureau

Michael H. Acheson
Interlaken, LLC
Velva S. Clark
Max Broock, Inc.

Mural at the Gleaners Detroit Distribution Center.

Dick Dills
Community Leader
Michelle L. Gaggini,
Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Michigan
Ned Greenberg,
Past Chair
DataNet Quality Systems
Virginia Hill
Comerica Bank
Vicky Howell, Esq.
Attorney
Gerald J. Israel,
Consultant

Bob McGowan
Community Leader
Keith B. Mayer
Giffels-Webster Engineers
Alice A. Miles
R.L. Polk & Co.
Erica Peresman
Community Leader
Nancy A. Rosso
Livingston County
United Way
Brother Jerry Smith
Capuchin Soup Kitchen
Dave R. VanderPloeg
Huntington National Bank
V. James Viola
Community Leader
Claudette Wardell-Cameron
Wayne State University
Walter R. Young
Community Leader
ADVISORY BOARD
Sharon A. Banks
Charles Graham
Curtis Hertel
Steve Lawson
Lisa Lis
Richard A. Loewenstein
Major K. Kendall Mathews
Lois Miller
Roy Nesler
Charles Oliver
Sandy Radtke-Gerkin
Lorenzo Rivera
Dulcie Rosenfeld
Neal Rubin
Edith Scott
Denise Starr
Kevin Stephens
Ruth Stephens-Collins
Pat Weber
James Williams
Howard Zoller, Esq.

Jim Jenkins
Jenkins & Company
Russ Kittleson
Kroger

WWW.GCFB.ORG

Over the past year,
these organizations each donated
200,000 pounds of food or more
to help Gleaners Community
Food Bank feed our hungry
neighbors. We thank you for
your generous contributions!
Aunt Mid Produce
Big Lots #894
ConAgra
Sam’s Club
Country Fresh
Food Bank Council of Michigan
Kroger
Mastronardi Produce
Oliver Farms
Pepsi Cola
RAM Produce

Earth Works volunteers

Frank Palazzolo, sales manager,
RAM Produce

Gleaners’ board member
Russ Kittleson of Kroger

Jeff Abrash and James T. Boggio of Andrews Brothers with Joann Rau-Oliver, Detroit Produce Terminal coordinator

