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We collect 25 million pounds of food
every year — either donated from
major food processors, retail chains and
volunteer food drives or purchased at
deep discounts to fill out the nutritional
and quantity requirements of those
we serve.
We distribute food for 375,000 meals
every week — to more than 400 partner
agencies in six southeastern Michigan
counties through our five distribution
centers. Those partner agencies include
shelters, soup kitchens, food pantries
and senior citizen centers that provide
prepared meals or pantry supplies
directly to hungry people.
We fill hunger gaps for 6,800 children
— through programs such as
Operation Frontline, Kids Café,
KidSnack, and Kids Helping Kids.
These programs provide meals to
children in after-school programs, snacks
to children in schools in high-need areas,
and get young people involved in
volunteer work and philanthropy.
And we raise awareness — of the
causes of hunger, of the people making a
difference in fighting hunger, and of the
issues that still remain as we feed our
hungry neighbors.
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HOW WE DO IT
We have outstanding relationships
with companies in the food processing
industry — including the Detroit Produce
Terminal and others.
We have a very efficient, technologically
advanced system to collect, store and
distribute food with very little waste
through five strategically located
distribution centers in Livingston,
Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Counties.
We have a professional staff and
14,000 dedicated volunteers who
are committed to our mission of
ending hunger.
We deliver almost half of our food free.
The other half is distributed through a
shared maintenance program with our
member partners. Their contribution of
14¢ per pound of food offsets the costs of
transporting, handling and purchasing
food. It assures our member partners that
they will get all the food they need, when
they need it, rather than getting whatever
is available through recent food donations.
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Letter from our President
ne of the wonderful things about being a
parent is watching your children grow into
strong, healthy adults. Likewise, one of my
joys in life has been watching Gleaners
blossom into one of our nation’s top food
banks. I was fortunate when our founder, Gene Gonya,
called me to serve this great mission as a board
member and donor. And I worked with our second
president, Rick Loewenstein, to add technology and
modern-day distribution logistics to battle rising costs
and help our pantries, soup kitchens and shelters get
more food to our hungry neighbors.

O

Today, with your help, we’re doing even more. And I
feel just like a proud dad as I work with you and the
Gleaners’ team. We have broken records not only for
the number of meals distributed in a year, but also in
keeping the costs per meal at 8¢ each for donated food.
As you look through these pages you will learn how we
are using technology to distribute 25 million pounds of
food at such a low cost per meal. You will read how the
United States has developed its national food banking

system, and how Gleaners is
working with MAZON — A
Jewish Response to Hunger —
to bring more emergency food
assistance to people in Israel.
And you will see that Chaldean
American business people have
committed themselves to delivering hundreds of
thousands of new meals to their hungry neighbors
in southeastern Michigan.
In short, you will see how people just like you are
working to cure hunger here — and everywhere. I am
privileged to witness the great hearts of our Gleaners’
family and to share their stories with you.
Sincerely,

Agostinho “Augie” Fernandes
President

Letter from our Board Chair
There are plenty of reasons to
celebrate the 30th anniversary of
Gleaners Community Food Bank.
In the last three decades Gleaners
has helped thousands of children
by supplying healthy food for
after-school and summer feeding
programs. And Gleaners has
provided hundreds of feeding centers
and pantries with a wide variety of
nutritious foods, easing the burden
for seniors who face the terrible
choice of paying for heat, medicine
or groceries. After 30 years in our
community, Gleaners has grown to
distribute over 19 million meals a
year throughout southeast Michigan.
And I’m proud to report that 96.3¢
of every dollar Gleaners collects goes

directly to the
mission of
feeding our
hungry
neighbors.
But as much as we’ve accomplished,
we face a growing need for food
assistance in our community. Today,
over 10% of Michigan households
are receiving food assistance. And
that percentage is increasing as
regional job losses, rising health care
and other costs force more families
to rely on our partners and us.
To address this growing need,
Gleaners has launched the Cure
Hunger Here campaign, with a goal
of providing 10 million additional

meals this
year. You
can read
about how
to join this
important
initiative at
www.gcfb.org.
I look forward to working with
you in the months ahead and I
thank you, in advance, for being
generous in this time of need in
our community.
Ned Greenberg

Board Chair
WWW.GCFB.ORG

2

Years

People

FEEDING
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business manager Louis Hickson
dilemma, according Father Lloyd
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Gleaners distributes food for
more than 1 million meals.

1977

• Gleaners is founded
• Michigan unemployment tops 7%

1978

and two other volunteers — Al and
Midge Feliksa founded Gleaners
Community Food Bank, one of the
first three food banks in the United
States.
By the summer of 1977, they used
the grant from the archdiocese to
lease 9,000 square feet of space
on the first floor of Gleaners’
present warehouse in Detroit. The
warehouse offered 300 square feet
of refrigeration space. To put that
in perspective, Gleaners now
operates 190,000 square feet in
five distribution centers and 13,000
square feet of refrigeration space.
In its first year, Gleaners distributed
537,462 pounds of food and
launched its Shared Maintenance
Program. Through Shared
Maintenance, partner agencies
shared the costs of running the
community food bank based on the
amount of food each agency used.
A year later Gonya became the first
president of Gleaners – serving
until 1999. By the end of that
second year, Gleaners was a great
success; it had tripled its food
distribution to 1.5 million pounds.
However, the fledgling food bank
was starving for cash. The Board of

1980

• Gleaners Community Food Bank is
able to expand, purchasing trucks,
freezers and leasing more space at
its warehouse headquarters.
• Gleaners helps launch America’s
Second Harvest—a national
association of food banks.
• Michigan unemployment tops 10% beginning 5-year trend.
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Directors had to loan the food
bank money to survive.

Father Loyd Thiel

In 1979, Gleaners Community
Food Bank turned the
financial corner with the sale
of a donated building in
Hamtramck that brought in
$400,000. With those funds
Gleaners bought trucks,
freezers and more warehouse
space to handle the increased
food distribution. It shipped
nearly 2.3 million pounds of
food that year.

By 1980, Gleaners was off and
running. The Detroit-based food bank helped start the national
association of food banks called America’s Second Harvest. “A real
reason that the food bank succeeded in the community is that
there were so many trusted players that were all working
together,” reflected Gonya recently. “All these trusted players made
a team that not only had God’s power behind it, but also had the
financial community.” He explained that both the Jesuits and the
Capuchins had good relationships around the Detroit community
that helped solidify the financial support for Gleaners.

Gleaners’ 30th Anniversary Theme
As part of our 30th anniversary
celebration Gleaners Community Food
Bank has chosen Cure Hunger Here as
a call to the community to feed our
hungry neighbors. Hunger is like a
disease that has no boundaries, crosses
generations, debilitates learning and
families and cripples our future. The
cure is known to us all and within the
reach of every one of us to make a
difference. Every individual and the
community as a whole has the
capacity to heal. Please join us in the
movement to Cure Hunger Here.

Gonya also credited the success of Gleaners with remaining
focused on its mission. He recalled that one of the agency’s first
slogans was “turning surplus into a plus for the hungry.” Gonya
said, “Warehousing is what Gleaners was and is what we did best.
The principle of the food bank was to make it so everyone could
get cabbage.” Or corn flakes.

1983

UAW/GM efforts in
a recession help
Gleaners nearly
triple distributions
to 8.4 million meals.

1990

-Food Bank of
Oakland County
is founded.

1984

1986

Michigan unemployment
drops below 10%

Crain’s Detroit Business
honors Gleaners with its
first-ever “Best Managed
Nonprofit Award.”
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Mergers bring
hen Gleaners was
founded in 1977, it
served a total of six
midwestern states.
Three decades later it
is clear that southeastern Michigan
is a better-sized territory for the
food bank. It now distributes food
into six counties: Livingston,
Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, Wayne
and Washtenaw.

W

Livingston Community Food Bank
In 1981, area churches and
community organizations providing
emergency food assistance worked
with Gleaners to launch Gleaners
Livingston Community Food Bank.
After a few years, the food bank
began operating independently.
In 2001, however, the food bank
faced a crossroads. According to
Darlene Paulauski, the executive
director at the time, the operation
needed either to invest in new
equipment or find a merger partner.
“For a small food bank to invest in
expensive technology, it would
increase costs substantially,”
Paulauski said. A merger made
good sense, and it was finalized
on January 1, 2002.
The cost per meal dropped to less
than half of that before the merger,

1994

MORE TO
THE TABLE in many ways

and in the first year the number of
meals served almost tripled. “We’ve
come full circle,” said Paulauski.
“We got our start from Gleaners,
and even had Gleaners in our name,
and now [we are] part of Gleaners.”

The Food Bank of
Oakland County
Efficiency and
effectiveness also
motivated the 2005
merger between
Gleaners and the
Food Bank of Oakland County. Both
organizations realized they could
gain efficiencies in their food
distributions, and effectiveness
in their fundraising.
“We were all going after the same
donors,” said Pat Berwanger, a
Gleaners board member who had
also served on the board of the
Food Bank of Oakland County. “The
pie was getting smaller and smaller
for the two food banks.”
Gerald Israel, the chair of the
Gleaners board at the time, strongly
supported a joint task force to
consider merging. “I had convinced
myself that to avoid the duplication
of costs and to have a more
efficient organization, merger
was the way to go,” said Israel. The

• Gleaners expands its warehouse capacity
by 45% after a successful capital campaign.
• Michigan unemployment drops below 7%
for the first time in almost 20 years.
• Gleaners holds its first Women’s Power
Breakfast
• Oakland food bank hosts first Food Fight
on Big Beaver & Beyond.

1996

Oakland food bank had a 20-year
history of independence and a
dozen people on staff, led by Helen
Kozlowski-Hicks, who had been
executive director since 1997.
Nevertheless, it also saw the value
of combining ranks to feed
hungry people.
In July 2005 the two food banks
merged to become Gleaners
Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan. The Oakland
food bank was distributing food for
5.5 million meals every year, while
Gleaners was distributing 13.4
million meals. The combination
created instant efficiencies of scale,
just as expected. In the first year of
the merger, the new Gleaners
delivered a million more pounds of
food in Oakland County.
As Israel
summed
it up, “It
has made
Gleaners a
much more
efficient
organization
and allowed the organization to
feed more hungry people.”

• Oakland food bank starts the Jim Macy Golf
Outing— which was renamed the Bernie
Smilovitz Golf Outing in 2004.
• Gleaners for the first time distributes food for
more than 10 million meals.
• Gleaners is the first food bank in the country
to implement bar code inventory controls.
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LIVINGSTON FOOD BANK
Gave Clients a Choice & Became a Trendsetter

I

n 1998, when the Livingston
Community Food Bank carved
out space in its Brighton
warehouse for an emergency
food pantry, it moved to the cutting
edge of client service, because it gave
people in need a choice in what food
they received.
Erica Karfonta, who
worked in the
Livingston County
food bank at the time,
said, “The food bank
initiated the program
as a pilot to determine
if people needing
emergency food
preferred this method of obtaining
food compared to the traditional
pantry where they receive food
that is pre-boxed or bagged.”
The idea was an immediate success
and soon became one of the leading
emergency food pantries in the
county. “Clients reported that selecting
their own food gave them a sense of
dignity and resulted in better meals
for their families,” Karfonta said.

county by truck. The food bank also
saved the cost of re-boxing food.
Finally, the warehouse is conveniently
located for donors, visitors and the
clients who need emergency food
assistance.
Now called Shared Harvest and
operating with its own
board of directors and
executive director, the
client-choice pantry
serves over 1,400
people a month.
According to Augie
Fernandes, president
of Gleaners, Shared
Harvest is leading the way for pantries
of the future. “What the community
said was, ‘couldn’t we better serve our
neighbors if we come together and
create a pantry that will provide them
with more hours of operations, more
days of the week and self-selection
of food for their families,’” said
Fernandes. “And with this model,
you also deliver a certain dignity.”

1997

Julie Harris first came with
a church group in 2002 and
started stocking shelves at the
Shared Harvest client-choice
food pantry in Brighton, but
before long, she was stocking
the operation with more
volunteers. “She soon moved
into the role of director and
took Shared Harvest from 20
volunteers to about 350,”
explained Erica Karfonta,
Gleaners development manager in Livingston County.
All those volunteers have
turned Shared Harvest into
a place that serves the
community and is run by
the community. “It’s actually
people walking around in the
community and saying ‘I’m a
Gleaner,’” said Karfonta.
In February 2007, Harris
received the Livingston Citizen
of the Year Award from The
Livingston Community News.
She was nominated for the
first-time award by the
volunteers with whom she
works at Shared Harvest.

Darlene Paulauski, who was executive
director of the Livingston Community
Food Bank at the time, said the
operation also saved money. Bulk
donations of food could be transported by forklift within the same
building — instead of across the
• Gleaners celebrates its 20th anniversary as America’s
Second Harvest releases its first study of hunger in America.
• Gleaners plants its first seeds in Gleaners
Garden behind its headquarters and
distribution center.

Julie Harris puts
‘community’ in
Livingston County’s
food pantry mission

1998
• Gleaners first president, Gene Gonya retires, and
Richard Loewenstein takes the helm.
• Gleaners receives money from the McGregor Fund to
build new distribution centers in Taylor and Warren.
• Oakland food bank opens first Kids Café.
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Joan & Wayne Webber
DISTRIBUTION CENTER MOVES
FOOD PALLETS TO PLATES IN MACOMB COUNTY

Samuel Scales manages the arrival of
up to 100,000 pounds of food per day
at the Joan and Wayne Webber
Distribution Center.

“The working
partnership creates
a bond,” Scales
said. “It becomes
more than Gleaners
and Salvation
Army; it becomes
one big unit.”

hen a pallet of boxes
of Kellogg’s Corn
Flakes comes up a
few ounces short at
the scales, Gleaners
comes to the rescue with a sophisticated, computerized distribution
system to steer what would
otherwise be wasted into resources
for hungry families.
Usually the
variances from
their own standards
are imperceptible
to a consumer, but
major food
companies would
rather donate those
goods to Gleaners
than sell them. That fits right into
founder Gene Gonya’s original
vision for the food bank 30 years
ago and no Gleaners location does
it better than the Joan and Wayne
Webber Distribution Center in
Warren.

W

and ship food donations to its other
distribution centers, the Salvation
Army uses the facility to re-package
and ship food to its shelters and
other programs that directly feed
hungry clients.

The Webber Center was
built in 2001 as a unique
co-venture to serve
both Gleaners and the
Salvation Army as a 35,000square-foot warehouse, processing
and distribution center. While
Gleaners uses the center to accept

The Warren center receives all
U. S. Department of Agriculture
shipments and all
national food
donations that
are overstocked,
underweight or
removed from
retail inventory
for other minor
reasons. “It was
built for high
capacity with a
high-rack system that allows us to
store as much food as we do in
Detroit, which is almost triple the
size,” said John Dziurgot, operations
director for the five Gleaners’
distribution centers. With up to
four semi-tractor trailer trucks
arriving every day and an average
of more than 35,000 pounds of
food per truck, the Webber Center
handles a huge proportion of
Gleaners’ total food donations and
Salvation Army’s overall food
storage and logistics. Combining
their operations here has saved

1999
• The Truman High School Band welcomes guests and dignitaries
to the grand opening of the Taylor Distribution Center.
• Michigan unemployment at more than 25-year low — under 4%.

2000

• Gleaners distributes food for 15 million meals.
• Food Bank of Oakland County helps launch
the Variety Produce Rescue Program at
Detroit Produce Terminal.
• Kids Helping Kids® Program is revitalized.
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“I am seeing a more overall picture versus seeing hunger
just in my own neighborhood,” Scales said.
“I see the people and I talk to them. And when it’s warm

outside, I see them sleeping outside. It’s not black;

it’s not white; it’s not Puerto Rican; it’s a people thing.”
both organizations thousands of dollars
and helped the Salvation Army meet a
73% increase in demand for food
assistance since 2001.

people and I talk to them. And when
it’s warm outside, I see them sleeping
outside. It’s not black; it’s not white;
it’s not Puerto Rican; it’s a people thing.”

The Webber Center creates other
efficiencies because it houses the
Salvation Army Warren Worship and
Service Center, which provides meals,
emergency food packages and shelter
for a Macomb County clientele. The
complex is one of the few locations
where large food donations are accepted,
stored, processed and actually served to
hungry people by one of Gleaners’
partners. It also grounds the staff and
volunteers in the realities of hunger in
the community.

Sharing a facility and mission to help
people has created a strong relationship
between Gleaners and Salvation Army
staff. “The working partnership creates
a bond,” Scales said. “It becomes more
than Gleaners and Salvation Army; it
becomes one big unit.”

For 15 years, operations assistant Samuel
Scales worked in Gleaners’ Detroit
location, and he thought he understood
the face of hunger. But in the past two
years at the Warren location, the image
is changing. The center is surrounded by
automotive manufacturers, so before the
morning headlines announce the newest
job losses in the auto industry, some of
the people affected have been sleeping
in his parking lot, waiting for food and
a break in their bad luck.
“I am seeing a more overall picture
versus seeing hunger just in my own
neighborhood,” Scales said. “I see the

2001

“They don’t have high-lows, they don’t
have places to store food, so we do all
the movement of food and the storage
of food for them,” said Dziurgot. He also
explained that Gleaners supports the
Salvation Army’s summer feeding
program at the Warren location and
helped pack 10,000 holiday
food boxes that the
Salvation Army distributed
in December.

“They don’t have
high-lows, they
don’t have places
to store food, so
we do all the
movement of
food and the
storage of food
for them.”

“The highlight of the
center is the bond and the
collaboration that we have
with the Salvation Army.
When we need something,
they are there; when they
need something,
we’re there.”

• Food Bank of Oakland County
is named Crain's Best Managed
Non Profit.
• Gleaners Joan & Wayne Webber
Distribution Center opens in
Warren, co-located with a
Salvation Army service center.

Gerry Brisson, Gleaners VP of development with
donors Joan & Wayne Webber

2002

• Individuals, groups and corporate volunteers swell to over 7,000.
• Livingston Community Food Bank and Gleaners merge.
In one month, food distribution increases from 8,000
pounds to 28,000 pounds in Livingston County.
• The John S. and James L. Knight Foundation awards
Gleaners a $75,000 Post–September 11th Relief Fund grant.
• Augie Fernandes is named the new president of Gleaners.
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America’s Second Harvest
FOOD BANK TO THE N AT I O N ’ S F O O D B A N K S
leaners Community Food
Bank was started 30 years
ago to accept donations of
food that were too large for
shelters and food kitchens
to handle by themselves without
risking spoilage. It didn’t take long
for Gleaners to realize that some
donations from national food

G

companies were too big even for
them to distribute alone. And so
in 1979 Gleaners helped launch
Second Harvest, now known as
America’s Second Harvest The
Nation’s Food Bank Network —
a network of food banks that can
accept the largest food donations
any company has to offer and
distribute them efficiently through
food banks to feed hungry people.
Since then America’s Second
Harvest has grown to become the
largest charitable hunger-relief
organization in the country, addressing the problem of domestic hunger
by collecting and distributing over

2 billion pounds of donated food
and grocery products annually. By
Hunge
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grocery products to 200 food
banks and food-rescue organizations. The food banks then
distribute to approximately 50,000
agencies across the country that
directly serve food to hungry
people. Those partner agencies
include food pantries, soup
kitchens, women's shelters,
Kids Cafés and Community
Kitchens, among others.
Hunger in the United States
threatens future American
prosperity, and America’s
Second Harvest and its network of food banks, including
Gleaners, are leading the
effort to cure hunger here.

• Livingston distribution facility and
pantry moves to new location on
Sterling Drive in Howell.
Michigan unemployment • Gleaners opens its first Kids Café site
back to more than 7%.
at the Tree of Life Church located in
southwest Detroit.

2003

2004

2005

• Kraft Foods awards Gleaners a generous grant
that enables the purchase of a special walk-in
cooler for our agency “free aisle” at the Detroit warehouse and distribution center.
• Gleaners and Brother Rick create the Roof-Top Honeybee Apiary to help educate
youth and promote the work of Gleaners and the Capuchin Soup Kitchen.
• Merger between Gleaners and Food Bank of Oakland County, results in 780,000
more meals distributed in Oakland County in the first year.
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MAZON BRINGS GLEANERS to Israel
hen you reap the harvest
of your land, you shall not
reap to the very edges of
your field, or gather the
gleanings of your harvest;
you shall leave them for the poor…”
Leviticus 23:22

W

The word “mazon” means “food” in
Hebrew and MAZON: A Jewish
Response to Hunger is the only national
Jewish organization dedicated solely to
the issue of hunger. MAZON allocates
donations from the Jewish community
to prevent and alleviate hunger among
people of all faiths and backgrounds.
One of its goals is to educate and raise
the consciousness of the Jewish
community regarding its obligation to
alleviate hunger and its causes. As part
of that mission, MAZON’s board vice
chair, Joel Jacob gathered a group of
hunger and poverty experts and traveled

to Israel to observe
the country’s “feeding”
systems. Gleaners
president Augie Fernandes
was part of that group.
“Augie was great with
sharing his vision,” said
Jacob. MAZON hopes
eventually to establish
a Gleaners Community
Food Bank-type system
Rabbi Eric Yanoff at the
in Israel which would
orange grove
provide a national,
systemic response to the problem of
meeting substantial food needs.
MAZON is working to professionalize
the system of food acquisition and
distribution; strengthen and assist
existing organizations that distribute
food; and convince Israel’s decision
makers that the need is immense and
they need to get involved.
Traveling from Israel’s southern city
of Eilat to Tel-Aviv, Jaffa and Jerusalem,
the group observed how the local
communities feed the food insecure.
They also spent time gleaning food in
the fields of Jerusalem.

“I was gleaning
food in fields
where Israelites
gleaned food
thousands of
years ago.”
—Gleaners President
Augie Fernandes

“The experience was as personal as it
gets,” said Fernandes. “I was gleaning
food in fields where Israelites gleaned
food thousands of years ago. It was
truly awesome.”
Gleaners president Augie Fernandes sees that
Kellogg’s Corn Flakes are popular with hungry
people in Israel, just as they are in Michigan.

2006

• Gleaners declares 2006 “The Year of the Pantry,” including
instituting valuable resources such as pantrynet.org and
Glinkos for use by our partner agencies.
• Gleaners board adopts a strategic plan to build the agency’s
leadership feeding hungry people through the year 2010

2007
Gleaners celebrates its 30th Anniversary
with a new campaign to “Cure Hunger Here.”

10

Women’s POWER BREAKFAST
leaners launched its year-long
30th Anniversary at its annual
Women's Power Breakfast with the
announcement of its anniversary
theme “Cure Hunger Here” and
four awards to women who have made a
tremendous difference to cure hunger here
in southeastern Michigan.

G

those who have participated in
establishing the programs, services,
activities and venues that make it
possible to deliver food and other
resources to our hungry neighbors
and help to facilitate Gleaners'
overall operations.

Elizabeth A. Lowery, Vice President
Environment and Energy, General Motors
accepted the Corporate Leader Award,
which is designated for companies that
have a long-term commitment to hunger
relief and declare it as a philanthropic
and/or corporate volunteerism priority.
Eleanor M. Josaitis, Co-Founder, Focus:
HOPE earned the Lifetime Service Award,
which honors the collective achievements
of those who have dedicated their lives
to feeding our hungry neighbors and
improving their ability to free themselves
from the conditions resulting in hunger.
Sandra E. Pierce, President & CEO, Charter
One Bank, Michigan & Indiana received
the Outstanding Leader Award, which is
awarded to an individual, organization or
company that has demonstrated broad,
innovative and audacious actions in an
effort to feed our hungry neighbors.

Event co-chairs Lisa Lis, Theresa Selvaggio,
Andrea Roumell Dickson
Photos courtesy Elayne Gross Photography, ©2007

Attended by over 300 women,
Gleaners Women’s Power Breakfast
is a networking opportunity, as well
as a forum for attendees to express
their support of Gleaners' mission to
feed our hungry neighbors.

Jane Marshall, Executive Director of the
Food Bank Council of Michigan earned the
Founder's Award, which is reserved for

Dulcie Rosenfeld
Founding Chair

Elizabeth A. Lowery
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Eleanor Josaitis

Sandra E. Pierce

Jane Marshall
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Give a Minute/Raise a Million

W

e knew we would need $1
million to continue providing
healthy meals to our hungry
neighbors through the holiday season.
What we didn’t know was that we
would need even more.

u!
Thank yo

Huel Perkins and Monica Gayle
promote Gleaners on Fox2 television.

You did it! With your generous support
we reached our goal of $1 million by
year end!

NewsRadio weatherman Sonny
Eliot gives Gleaners VP of
Development Gerry Brisson a
congratulatory hug for all the
work Gleaners does to cure hunger.

Opa! Fest Will Support Gleaners
Opa! Fest is Detroit’s largest
ongoing Greek festival and
this year it is supporting
Gleaners with a food drive.
Bring three cans of food to
donate to Gleaners and
admission is FREE!

June 22 to 24
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
760 Wattles Road, Troy

• Lots of Greek food
• Live Greek music
• Traditional dancing
• Dancing lessons
• Open dancing
• Plaka – Greek market
• Cultural exhibit
• Church tours
• Kids’ activities
www.opafest.com
248-362-9575
WWW.GCFB.ORG
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Empty Bowls, Full Hearts
More than 200
people attended the
annual Empty Bowl
soup lunch at Pewabic
Pottery February 24, raising
more than $4,000 from the sale of
the donated bowls from students and
Pewabic artisans. Pewabic Pottery has
been an Empty Bowl partner with
Gleaners for 17 years.

6th grader, Pinckney Schools

Several thousand people enjoyed
community Empty Bowl events in
Pinckney — where elementary through
high school students contribute the
bowls — as well as Upland Hills School
in Oxford; Eastover Elementary School

Former
Gleaners
Volunteer
Killed
in Iraq
Tarryl Hill

Gleaners staff and volunteers at the Joan
and Wayne Webber Distribution Center in
Warren were saddened by the loss of one
of its former volunteers, Pfc Tarryl Hill, a
U.S. Marine who was killed in a tour of
duty in Iraq. Hill was 19 years old and a
graduate of South-field-Lathrup High
School. While in high school, Hill had
volunteered at Gleaners. According to the
Detroit News, he was killed February 7 near
Fallujah when the truck he was riding in
drove over a bomb.
Gleaners dedicated its food distributions in
March to the work of all men and women
in uniform serving our country.
GLEANERS HARVEST SPRING 2007

Pewabic attendee

in Bloomfield
Hills; Rochester
Area schools;
Harper Woods
schools; and
Brighton Community schools.

Gleaners hosts its Empty Bowls
programs on Saturday mornings.
Participants make one clay bowl for
themselves and one for the project.
Groups with a minimum of 8 and a
maximum of 15 youth between the
ages of 8 and 18, are encouraged to
sign up. The fee is $5 per person for
supplies, due one week prior to
the appointment.
Contact Beth MacLeod at 313-923-3535 ext
247 or emptybowls@gcfb.org to register.

Gleaners
sticks close
to its roots —
and its leafy
vegetables

Gleaning started as a farming
tradition dating back to Biblical
times, and urban farming is still a
part of Gleaners Community Food
Bank today. With its partner, the
Capuchin Soup Kitchen, Gleaners
grows food on a small plot behind
its Detroit headquarters and two
others nearby. Called EarthWorks
Garden, the project also includes a 2,200 square foot
commercial greenhouse and three honeybee apiaries.
EarthWorks staff and volunteers grow food for the Soup
Kitchen and work with other partners to distribute the
fresh, organically grown produce on special market days
for low-income families.
Children and youth also work in the garden through a
program called Growing Healthy Kids, which helps them
understand how food is grown,
harvested, preserved and
prepared for eating.

St. Kenneth Youth
Group with Gleaners at
EarthWorks Garden.
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Check Out
Hunger Nets

$25,210

Check Out Hunger offers grocery
shoppers a chance to give to Gleaners as
they pay for their food at the checkout
lane. They tear off a coupon and add $1,
$3, or $5 to their grocery bill as a
donation to help Gleaners. John Denha,
an owner of 8 Mile Foodland said he

heard of the program through the
Chaldean Chamber of Commerce. “It’s
a good thing to help our community,”
he said. “We raised a thousand dollars
just in this store.” Dozens of area
stores participated.

(Left to right) Cashier Nancy Hind, store co-owner John Denha and Gleaners fund raiser Colleen Love with
the coupons and store signs for Check Out Hunger.

Chaldean American Chamber
Will Help Cure Hunger Here
One million people in Michigan
will need emergency food this
year, and the members of the
Chaldean American Chamber of
Commerce are aiming for a goal
of 400,000 meals to feed those
hungry neighbors. Ed Bahoura of Sav-A-Lot
Stores and one of the organizers of the
effort said, “The Chamber members will
coordinate three new food drives around
Christmas, Easter and the Chaldean
Festival.” Chamber members also are
helping to expand Gleaners’ successful
Check Out Hunger campaign in area
grocery stores. They are strongly supporting
our Gentlemen’s Night Out, and they will
be helping us reach out to educate people
about the effects of hunger and how we
are working to Cure Hunger Here.

Ed Bahoura, Gleaners board
member

8 Mile Foodland workers Chris Haynes (left)
and Pete Hughes (right) help Gleaner’s driver
Charlie James. Check Out Hunger funds are
used to purchase items not usually donated
to the food bank.
WWW.GCFB.ORG
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2007 Gleaners Community Food Bank

30th Anniversary Calendar
Regular events and special activities celebrating
30 years of feeding hungry people

May
August 18
May 12 National Association of Letter Carriers &
US Postal Service Food Drive (National Campaign)

June

Fuzzy Dice Sale (Royal Oak Art Van)
Purchase fuzzy dice outside of Art
Van on Woodward during the Dream Cruise —
all proceeds go to Gleaners Community Food Bank.

June 2

August 19

Fill the Gazebo Food Drive
(Mill Pond Gazebo, Downtown Brighton)

“Hands Along Woodward” (A cross-community event
from the Detroit River to the City of Pontiac) Plans call for
45,000 people forming a human chain symbolizing a city
and region of strength, heritage, diversity and pride.

June 6
National Hunger Awareness Day (National Campaign)

June 22

TBA
Taste of the Nation (TBA)

Ford Golf Outing (TBA)

September

June 22–24
Opa Fest (St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, Troy)
A portion of proceeds will benefit Gleaners

September 15

June 25

Fall Benefit and Duck Race (Belle Isle)

Bernie Smilovitz Celebrity Golf Classic
(Tam O’Shanter Country Club)
Join us for a day of food, fun, and golf to help raise money
for Gleaners Community Food Bank!

September 26
Birmingham Bloomfield Chamber of
Commerce Vine & Dine (Cranbrook Institute of
Science) Enjoy a food, wine and fashion festival in
a unique setting with a portion of the proceeds
benefiting Gleaners.

TBA
Huron Valley Schools Diversity Action Council Grub
Crawl (Various restaurants in Downtown Milford)

October

July

November

July 4
Gleaners Duck Run
(Mill Pond, Downtown Brighton)

November 8

TBA

President’s Dinner TBA

Food Fight on Big Beaver and Beyond

November 14 & 15

August

Harvest for Hunger Radiothon TBA

TBA

August 16

Carving Out Hunger (Area Grocery Stores)

Iron Chef (Livingston Distribution Center)
Local chefs compete for the coveted “Iron Chef” title to
heighten awareness of local hunger issues, and to raise
money for Gleaners Community Food Bank.

November 18

GLEANERS HARVEST SPRING 2007

Birdie Day Golf and Birdie Day Ball Drop
(Participating Livingston County Golf Courses)
Participants can get a free round of golf for bringing a
frozen turkey and can buy a chance to win $1,000.
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Major Donors — Gifts of $1,000 or More, July 1, 2005 to June 30, 2006

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Ms. Debra Allen-Czerwinski
Ms. Nancy J. Bissell
Mr. Curtis Blessing & Ms. Amanda Van Dusen
Mr. Raymond F. Blessman
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bohn
Mr. Joseph Buttiglieri & Ms. Joy Turner
Mr. Jon N. Coffee
Ms. Ruth M. Cox
Ms. Angela Craig
Mr. Robert J. Crompton
Mr. and Mrs. James J. Crowe, Jr.
Ms. Barbara Darga
Mrs. Margaret C. Demmer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ferrell
Dr. Marjorie Fisher
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Flanagan
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey L. Fritz
Mr. and Mrs. Danny J. Gaylor
Ms. Mimi M. Gendreau and Mr. Eric R. Noyes
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Gonya
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Gordon
Mrs. Marie J. Gundle

Hands
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Ms. Constance M. Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hermann
Mr. and Mrs. William N. Hope
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald J. Israel
Mr. and Mrs. David Kee
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Keller
Mr. James F. Keller
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Kelly
Mr. Robert F. Kelly
Ms. Margaret A. MacTavish
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk N. Martin
Mr. James McGuire
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Miller
Ms. M. Denise Moran
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Murphy
Ms. Denise Murray
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Noelke
Mr. Russell G. Oltman
Ms. Darlene Paulauski
Dr. and Mrs. Leon Pedell
Mr. and Mrs. Eddie J. People
Mr. Charles E. Price
Mr. Mario R. Rea
Ms. Kathleen Reichart
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel N. Rimer
Mr. Lars O. Rosaen
Mr. Neal Rubin & Ms. Marcy Hayes
Ms. Kathryn Rundell
Mr. James L. Scott
Mr. and Mrs. William Sirois

Mr. James J. Slowik
Mr. and Mrs. John I. Takemoto
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Tatseos
Ms. Barbara A. Taylor
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Unger
Mr. S. Chace Wakefield, III
CORPORATE & FOUNDATION DONORS
Aidmatrix
Aristeo Construction Company
Brighton Senior Men's Club
Care Choices
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Community Congregational Church, Pinkney
First United Methodist Church, Birmingham
Honigman, Miller, Schwartz & Cohn
Hudson-Webber Foundation
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Orchard Lake Community Church Presbyterian
Orchard United Methodist Church, Farmington Hills
Pfizer Foundation
SBC Foundation (Employee Giving/United Way Campaign)
St. Daniel Catholic Community
St. Irenaeus Catholic Church
St. Mary Parish, Milford
Thomson Tax & Accounting
Todd's Services/Auto Rain, Inc.
Troy Biologicals, Inc.
United Way of Jackson County
Washtenaw United Way

Gleaners Joins Hands Along Woodward
in Anniversary Celebration

G

leaners is just a youngster compared to Woodward Avenue,
which celebrates its 200th birthday this year. But the food
bank will benefit from Woodward’s birthday, regardless of
the differences in their ages.

The Woodward 200 celebration will kick off July 19
with a 32-day food drive for Gleaners. On Sunday,
August 19, the day after the Woodward Dream
Cruise, the food drive will end during “Hands Along
Woodward.” This cross-community event will stretch
along the 27 miles of Woodward Avenue from the
Detroit River to the city of Pontiac and will involve
45,000 people forming a human chain symbolizing
a region of strength, heritage, diversity and pride.
Families, friends, businesses, churches, food
pantries and individuals are invited to participate.
Find more information under Events/Special Events at
www.gcfb.org.
WWW.GCFB.ORG

photo courtesy of
Larry Davis, profotos.com

We apologize for omitting the following
major donors from the Gleaners Annual
Report distributed in December, 2006. We
are most grateful for their support
throughout the year.
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Each $1 donation
helps Gleaners
feed one hungry
senior citizen for
one day.

You
1

There are many ways you can
join our effort —

!

can make a

difference

SEND A CHECK:

Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan
2131 Beaufait, Detroit, MI 48207-3410

2

CALL IN A CREDIT CARD OR INSTALLMENT GIFT:

Every hour you volunteer helps
keep our costs low. Volunteers sort
and pack millions of pounds of food for us
every year. And they help Gleaners hold
events and share our mission with others.

7

Bridgett Lomax 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 249

8

DONATE ONLINE:

www.gcfb.org

4

VOLUNTEER:

Call the volunteer coordinator at the distribution center
nearest you.
Detroit
Warren
Taylor
Pontiac
Howell

5

Fred Anthony – 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 239
Gleaners Joan & Wayne Webber Distribution Center
Deborah Dillard – 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 222
Alma Perez – 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 221
Nancy Knop – 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 407
Michelle Ounanian – 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 335

TRANSFER STOCK:

Ask your your broker to contact Tom Murphy,
1-866-GLEANER, ext. 233.

6

LEAVE A LEGACY:

Gerry Brisson, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 246, or
gbrisson@gcfb.org

Lisa Walker, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 241

3

PROVIDE A MEMORIAL OR TRIBUTE GIFT
FOR A SPECIAL OCCASION:

ASK YOUR EMPLOYER FOR A MATCHING GIFT:

Tell your employer you donated to Gleaners and request a
matching gift. If your company does not have a matching gift
program, ask about starting one.

9

IF YOUR COMPANY CAN CONTRIBUTE:

Darlene Paulauski, 1-866-GLEANER, ext. 242,
or dpaulauski@gcfb.org
Community Foundation
Endowment Challenge

The Community Foundation for Southeastern Michigan offers a matching
contribution for every gift of $1,000 or
more to the Gleaners’ endowment fund
right now. The offer expires when the
Community Foundation’s matching gift
funds for all charities in the region are
claimed, so this is the time to give. Generous
donors have already increased Gleaners’
endowment by $405,000 as a result of the
challenge match. Your contribution will be
a great help — doubling its effect
immediately.

PLEASE REMEMBER:
Your donation is 100% tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. Gleaners Community Food Bank of Southeastern Michigan is a 501(c)(3)
organization. Individuals, married couples and businesses may claim 50% of their cash donations to Gleaners on their Michigan Income Tax
Return as a tax credit for contributions to homeless shelters and food banks. Individuals may claim 50% of gifts up to $200; married couples
filing jointly may claim 50% of gifts up to $400; and businesses may claim 50% of gifts up to $10,000. Please consult your tax advisor before
making a claim.

GLEANERS HARVEST SPRING 2007
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NOURISHING
COMMUNITIES
BY FEEDING
HUNGRY
PEOPLE

Gleaners Community Food Bank of
Southeastern Michigan

2131 Beaufait St.
Detroit, MI 48207-3410
313-923-3535 or 1-866-GLEANER
313-923-2247 Fax
www.gcfb.org • admin@gcfb.org

Gleaners Distribution Centers:
Gleaners Detroit Headquarters &
Distribution Center
2131 Beaufait St., Detroit
Gleaners Livingston County Distribution Center
5924 Sterling Dr., Howell
Gleaners Oakland County Distribution Center
120 E. Columbia Ave., Pontiac
Gleaners Taylor Distribution Center
25698 Northline Rd., Taylor
Gleaners Joan & Wayne Webber Distribution Center
24162 Mound Rd., Warren

Gleaners is proud to be a founding member of:
America’s
Second
Harvest

The Food
Bank
Council of
Michigan

And a member of:
The United Way

The Better Business
Bureau

Board of Directors
Gene Gonya,
Founder
OFFICERS
Ned W. Greenberg, Chair
DataNet Quality Systems
Pat Berwanger,
Senior Vice Chair
Community Leader
Catherine Genovese,
Vice Chair
Candy Cane Christmas
Tree Farm

Gerald J. Israel,
Past Chair
Consultant
Jim Jenkins
Jenkins & Company
Steve Lawson
Eastman Capital Group, LLC
Diesel Technologies, LLC
Judith F. Layne
Dickinson Wright PLLC
Ken Marblestone
Charter One Bank

Vivian R. Pickard,
Vice Chair
General Motors
Corporation

Major K. Kendall Mathews
Salvation Army

Vince Dow,
Treasurer
DTE Energy

Leonard E. McIntee
Community Leader

Bill Winkler,
Secretary
Wayne State University
Agostinho A. Fernandes, Jr.,
President
Gleaners Community
Food Bank

Bob McGowan
Smith-Winchester

Alice A. Miles
Community Leader
Benjamin Ortiz
Verizon Wireless
Jerry Smith
Capuchin Soup Kitchen

DIRECTORS

Dave R. VanderPloeg
Huntington National
Bank

Michael H. Acheson
Interlaken, LLC

V. James Viola
Community Leader

Ed Bahoura
Save-A-Lot Stores

Claudette Wardell-Cameron
H.E.L.P., Inc.

Sharon A. Banks
Office of Robert Ficano,
Wayne Co. Executive

Walter R. Young
Community Leader

Velva S. Clark
Max Broock, Inc.
Dick Dills, Past President
Community Leader
Robert Duschinske
Comerica, Inc.
Michelle L. Gaggini,
Past Chair
Blue Cross Blue Shield
of Michigan
Jeff Glaser
Royal Oakland Community
Credit Union
Suzette F. Hohendorf
Community Leader

ADVISORY BOARD
Charles Graham
Robert Heffernan
Curtis Hertel
Lisa Lis
Lois Miller
Charles Oliver
Lorenzo Rivera
Dulcie Rosenfeld
Neal Rubin
Edith Scott
Denise Starr
Ruth Stephens-Collins
Laura Trudeau
Pat Weber
James Williams
Howard Zoller, Esq.

Vicky Howell, Esq.
Attorney

WWW.GCFB.ORG

“Kroger stores are tremendous partners to us.”
— Gleaners President Augie Fernandes.
Hunger Knows No Season
and Kroger Customers
Give Generously to Help

Thank You

Kroger grocery stores in Michigan hosted their annual
anti-hunger campaign, “Hunger Knows No Season,”
during the months of November through January,
collecting an amazing $92,878 from their customers
as they checked out. The campaign is Kroger’s
version of “Check Out Hunger,” when shoppers are
offered a chance to help feed their hungry neighbors
by adding $1, $3, or $5 to their grocery bills at the
checkout counter.
Kroger’s Brighton and Rochester stores collected the
greatest amounts from their communities of
shoppers, and were selected to distribute food to
Gleaners’ outlets throughout southeastern Michigan.
Gleaners used the food to fill the shelves of its local
pantry partners, helping our hungry neighbors
throughout the area.
“Kroger stores are tremendous partners to us,”
says Gleaners President Augie Fernandes. “Their
annual ‘Hunger Knows No Season’ campaign says it
all. There is, unfortunately, always a need, always a
child or senior citizen who would go without a meal
if it wasn’t for Gleaners and our partner agencies
providing food for those who need it most.”

