A Common Word: Readings from Quran and Scripture compiled by the
Hoda Islamic Center

From Hebrew Scripture — The Sh’'ma.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 Hear O Israel: the Lord is our God, the Lord alone is
One. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your might.”

Leviticus 19:18 “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

From Christian Scripture

Matthew 22: “Jesus answered, “the first is, ‘Hear O Israel: the Lord our
God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Love your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength.” The second is this. ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.
There is no other greater commandment than these.”

From the Quran Love of God

“Say: O People of the Scripture! Come to a common word between us
and you: that we shall worship none but God, and that we shall ascribe
no partner unto Him, and that none of us shall take others for lords
beside God. And if they turn away, then say: Bear witness that we are
they who have surrendered (unto Him).” (Aal Imran 3:64)

Love of Neighbor

It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces to the East and the West;
but righteous is he who believeth in God and the Last Day and the angels
and the Scripture and the prophets; and giveth wealth, for love of Him, to
kinsfolk and to orphans and the needy and the wayfarer, and to those
who ask, and who set slaves free.

A Common Word:

The Quran:

“Say: We believe in God that which is revealed unto us and that which
was revealed unto Abraham, and Ishmael, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the
tribes and that which Moses and Jesus received, and that which the
prophets received from their Lord. We make no distinction from any of
them, and unto Him we have surrendered.” (Al-Baqarah, 2:136-137)

“O mankind! We created you from a single(pair) of a male and a female,
and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know each other
(not that you may despise each other). (49:13)



The following statement is a resource you may wish to use for reflection
or comment. It was sent to me by Dr. Zoharah Simmons of the UF
department of religion. It is a release by the Canadian Council of Imams.

CANADIAN COUNCIL OF IMAMS DECLARATION

We, the imams who have signed below, hereby affirm and declare the following fundamental points:

1. We believe in the oneness of Allah (God) and in the oneness of humanity and that all the Messengers of
God, including the final Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), have taught human beings how to come
closer to God and closer to one another. Islam is a religion of nature and humanity, one that teaches that a
person cannot be a good Muslim until he/she becomes a good human being. All human beings are equal,
and all of them are the children of Adam and Eve (peace be upon them). The best Muslim is the one who is
good to his/her family and neighbors and one who avoids harming others with his/her hand or tongue.

2. We believe in peaceful coexistence, dialogue, bridge building, and cooperation among all faiths and
people for the common good of humanity. Islam does not permit the killing of innocent people, regardless
of their creed, ethnicity, race, or nationality. The sanctity of human life overrides the sanctity of religious
laws. Islamic rulings do not — and should not — contradict natural laws. Islam is a religion that promotes
peace, justice, equality, dignity, and freedom for all human beings.

3. We believe in the preservation of all the necessities of life. Islam upholds the sanctity of religion, life,
intellect, family/society, and property.

4. We believe that the well-being of our fellow citizens is the well-being of Muslims, and that the well-
being of Muslims is the well-being of our fellow citizens. Being law-abiding people is part of the Islamic
practice, and following the pristine teachings of Islam leads to good citizenship.

5. We believe in gender equity and each man and each woman’s divine right to education, social
contribution, work, and treatment with respect and dignity. Men and women complement each other, and
healthy relationships between them are essential to a healthy society.

6. We believe that it is the right of every individual adult person to determine for themselves their conduct
towards and within their society (for example, in matters of dress or good manners), and their personal
conduct in matters of faith and belief as well, as long as their conduct does not threaten the common good.
Likewise, we believe that every society must be allowed to express and celebrate humanity's profound
cultural diversity, as long as the expression of that diversity does not include the compulsion of any
individual to violate their own human rights, or their personal values, or their human nature, or otherwise
threaten the common good of all people.

7. We believe and strongly encourage Muslims to seriously engage in civic life and contribute to their
communities and society as much as they can.
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