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Why care about the Lakes?

 Aquatic ecosystem health is important to humans 
because everything is connected to everything 
else. 

 Our health and many of our activities are 
dependent on the health of aquatic ecosystems. 

 > 80% of Ontarians get their drinking water from 
the Great Lakes. 

 If the Great Lakes ecosystem is not adequately 
protected, this has tremendous human health and 
economic consequences for municipalities, other 
orders of government, and civic society 



Great Lakes

 The Laurentian Great Lakes alone contain one-

fifth of the world’s volume of surface freshwater 

and 90% of the US volume, making it the single 

greatest freshwater body on the planet.  

 Binational commitments to management through 

the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement

 Industry, agriculture, commerce and the populace 

depend heavily upon these lakes. 



A vast resource

The lakes support a multi-billion a 

year recreational and commercial 

fishery industry, a multi-billion dollar 

a year tourism economy, and a 

huge industrial sector.  



Approaching a tipping point?

 But the Great Lakes ecosystem is under 

significant, system altering stress and 

the region faces a host of water 

resource problems



Where has your boat been lately?



A horticultural ornamental gone wrong



Our source of drinking water?



Paved paradise, put up a parking lot



Where the land meets the lakes 

all matter of actions count



Politically and socially charged issues.

 Requires the expenditure of billions of 
dollars of public and private funds 
over decades

 Requires cumulative efforts of millions 
of individuals like us

 Requires community engagement 
because



Everything is 

Connected to 

Everything 

Else

- Barry 

Commoner



A Vision for 

The Great Lakes















The Thesis:
Achievement possible using an 

ecosystem, 

watershed-based approach: 

the essence of the 

Greenbelt



Watershed protection 

supports numerous Great Lakes priorities

Drinking Water

Water safe for swimming

Healthy fish and wildlife communities

Habitat quantity and quality

Biodiversity

Control of nonpoint source pollution

Virtual elimination of persistent toxic 
substances

A thriving economy

Vibrant communities



Notice the watershed boundary







An Answer to the Call?

The Greenbelt:

 protect the quality and quantity of water

 “To enhance Ontario’s urban and rural areas 
and overall quality of life by promoting: 

– Agricultural protection 

– Environmental protection 

– Culture, recreation and tourism 

– A strong rural economy 

– A sustainable approach to infrastructure and 

natural resources” 



coordinated, integrated programs that 

prevent or minimize degradation of 

water resources while achieving 

numerous co-benefits. 



It’s Cumulative, Make a Difference

 Fertilizers on your 

driveway

 Paving over green 

surfaces

 Fixation on a green 

lawn all summer

 Bathroom 

consumerism

 A half full dishwasher

 Another garage

 Manure and mulch

 Porous pavers and 

disconnected 

downspouts

 Xeriscape, ecograss

 Low flush toilets and 

faucet aerators for 

massive savings

 Water resources used 

for energy generation

 Box store syndrome



The Opportunity 

 Canada and U.S. are now renegotiating the Great 

Lakes Water Quality Agreement

 Opportunity to integrate watershed plans and 

protection of headwaters and the nearshore 

environment into government priority programs

Now is the time to press for 

aggressive programs to 

address watersheds and land 

use, shared responsibilities 

and accountability and 

political leadership



Worth Protecting



Make Big Plans



krantz@Mcmaster.ca

Questions?

Thanks for Making the Lakes Great


