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About the Conference

We are pleased to welcome you to the first ever Global 
Greenbelts Conference.

This Conference intends to provide an opportunity to learn from 
policymakers, practitioners, advocates, and academics from 
across the globe about what greenbelts offer in tackling some of 
our key environmental, economic and social challenges.

Each of the greenbelts and greenbelt-like areas highlighted 
during the plenary sessions has its own challenges and 
successes. You will hear about some encouraging examples of 
public engagement with local greenbelts, interesting ideas for 
sustaining local economies and enhancing the agriculture sector, 
as well as successful cases of restoration and enhancement of 
natural areas. There are also instructive lessons about how to 
address the entrenched drivers of sprawl.

We are proud to welcome Canada’s renowned author, Ms. 
Margaret Atwood, as well as the celebrated sketch-based 
comedy ensemble Second City, and Juno award winning singer 
and songwriter Sarah Harmer.  During the breaks, please take the 
chance to watch the inspiring videos from the Reel Greenbelt 
Competition, and check out the 27 banners featuring greenbelts 
around the world and some of the exciting projects occurring in 
Ontario’s Greenbelt.

We hope you take the opportunity to share and learn throughout 
the Conference.

Kathy Macpherson
Research and Policy Director
Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation

Ontario Greenbelt
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    It is with great pleasure that I extend my warmest greetings to all 
those attending the “Global Greenbelts Conference: Local Solutions to Global 
Challenges,” hosted by the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation. 
 
    This event provides a forum for policy makers and practitioners 
from around the globe to discuss new ideas about the potential of greenbelts to 
manage urban growth, sustain farming, enhance surrounding communities, and 
protect valuable and fragile ecosystems. 
 
    I would like to commend the organizers for putting together a 
stimulating and rewarding program. I am certain that delegates will benefit from 
the keynote presentations, panel discussions, and site visits planned for the next 
three days, and that they will leave this meeting inspired to put what they have 
learned into practice. 
 
    Please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable and productive 
conference. 
 

           
The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P. 
 

OTTAWA 
2011

Premier of Ontario - Premier ministre de l’Ontario 

March 22, 2011 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to extend 
warm greetings to everyone attending the Global Greenbelts 
Conference, hosted by the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation. 

Countries across the globe are seeking innovative ways to achieve 
sustainable development and safeguard our biodiversity. I am proud 
to say that, in Ontario, we have made significant progress in achieving 
our goal of maintaining abundant green space within our cities. 
Our government has laid the foundation for sustainable growth 
by establishing a permanent Greenbelt for the Golden Horseshoe — an 
initiative that will help to protect forests, wetlands and farms while 
managing growth. 

Through forums, plenary sessions and speakers, this important 
international conference will address one of the most urgent issues 
facing humanity: sustainable growth. I am confident that the 
discussions will give rise to creative solutions that will allow us to 
shape greener, more dynamic cities — and a healthier, more 
sustainable future for us all. 

Please accept my best wishes for a productive and highly successful 
conference.

Dalton McGuinty 
Premier
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Welcome Message from the Chair, Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation 

Dear Delegates, 

I have a very special relationship with Ontario’s Greenbelt — not just as the Chair of the Friends of the 
Greenbelt Foundation, but as someone who actually lives, raises three young boys, and works in its 
protected countryside. From the nearby farms and farmers’ markets where I buy locally grown food, 
to the clean water I drink, I live here and I am proud to call it home.  

Like myself, nine out of ten Ontarians support our Greenbelt because it sustains fertile farmland; it 
protects natural water systems and wildlife habitats; it limits unnecessary sprawl and improves our 
health; and, it provides abundant recreation and tourism opportunities. The Greenbelt offers a 
multitude of benefits to residents and visitors alike, from fresh food, to invigorating hikes through 
the Oak Ridges Moraine and the Niagara Escarpment, fishing in one of its many rivers and streams, 
artisan studio tours, and biking through Niagara’s vineyards. 

Ontario’s Greenbelt is still relatively young and there is much to be learned from the experiences of 
other greenbelts that have existed for decades — from the greenbelts in the United Kingdom to the 
São Paulo City Green Belt Biosphere Reserve, the unique Iron Curtain Green Belt, and Melbourne’s 
Green Wedges. It is for this reason that we decided to host this International Conference. Through 
the keynote speeches, panel presentations, and site visits into Ontario’s Greenbelt, we hope to 
spark passionate conversations that will generate new ideas and solutions, and foster long lasting 
connections. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our speakers and moderators, sponsors, delegates and 
organizers. Without you, this Conference would not have been possible. Thank you. 

Jan Whitelaw
Chair
Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation 

Ontario Greenbelt
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Honourable Jim Bradley

The Honourable Jim Bradley is among the most experienced and highly respected members of the 
Ontario legislature. Since June 2005, Minister Bradley has been the Minister responsible for the Friends 
of the Greenbelt Foundation and Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation.

Currently the Minister for Community Safety and Correctional Services, Bradley was first elected to 
Ontario legislature in 1977 in the riding of St. Catharines. Bradley has served as Minister of Environment, 
Municipal Affairs and Housing, Transportation, Tourism, and Minister Responsible for Seniors, as well as 
Government House Leader. 

Margaret Atwood

Throughout her writing career, Margaret Atwood has received numerous awards and honourary 
degrees. Her work has been published in over 35 countries and she is the author of more than 40 
books of poetry, fiction, and non-fiction.

Atwood has strong views on environmental issues, and she and her partner are Joint Honourary 
Presidents of the Rare Bird Club within BirdLife International. She has been Chair of the Writers’ Union 
of Canada and President of PEN Canada, and is currently a Vice President of PEN International.

Dr. Ronald F. Williamson

Dr. Ronald F. Williamson is an archaeologist with almost 40 years of field and administrative experience. 
He holds an Honours BA from the University of Western Ontario and M.A. and Ph.D. from McGill 
University. In 1980, he founded Archaeological Services Inc., and has since directed over a thousand 
archaeological assessment, excavation, and planning projects throughout the Great Lakes Region.

Ontario’s Greenbelt provides an unparalleled opportunity to examine the 11,000 year old 
archaeological legacy of First Nations people. Dr. Williamson will elaborate on the possibilities to 
protect and interpret these sites in their original natural and cultural heritage contexts with the 
guidance of descendant communities.

Plenary: International Perspectives on Greenbelts 
and their Possibilities
Time: 10:15 am
Location: Admiral‘s Ballroom

Speakers from three established greenbelts will each present the challenges, 
opportunities, and longer term vision for their respective greenbelts.

Moderator: Peter Waine, Chair, Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE), 
United Kingdom

Frankfurt am Main: City of Greenbelts
Klaus Wichert, Head of the Environment Department, 
Frankfurt-RheinMain, Germany

The first greenbelt in Frankfurt came into existence in the early 20th century 
after local citizens decided to transform old fortifications into a promenade 
bordered by trees and adjoining gardens. The second greenbelt followed 
along the ring road boulevards of the city. The modern Frankfurt Green 
Belt was created in November 1991 with passage of the Green Belt Charter 
that defined the boundaries, set out the types of development permitted, 
identified guiding principles for nature conservation, planning, and 
administration of the Green Belt. More recently, the Green Belt has become 
part of a larger Regional Parks project that aims to conserve land as green 
ecological corridors in the broader region around Frankfurt.

This presentation will discuss the development of the modern Frankfurt 
Green Belt, the current initiative to create a system of Regional Parks, and 
future challenges and opportunities.

Greenbelts, Green Wedges or Disputed Ground: 
Melbourne and its Hinterland
John Ginivan, Executive Director, Planning Policy, Department of Planning 
and Community Development, Victoria State Government, Australia

Early planning in Melbourne, Australia, largely followed transport routes while 
taking into account significant features of the landscape. A 1920s Planning 
Commission report set a trajectory for the identification of major open space 
areas, largely along watercourses, with urban development between these 
features. Fast-forward to the 1970s, the overarching plan for the expanding 
city focused on ‘urban corridors’ separated by non-urban land uses. In 2002, 
an emerging focus on the ‘compact city’ led to the introduction of an Urban 
Growth Boundary in Melbourne and the designation of ‘green wedges’ 
surrounding the outside boundary. A recent significant city-shaping review 
of the Urban Growth Boundary and a focus on green wedges has led to a 
more integrated approach to the hinterland in the context of a framework for 
managing growth in regional centres in Victoria.

This presentation will examine the practical impacts of policy on land use 
and development in Melbourne and its hinterland. It will explore the role 
of hinterlands and greenbelts in an emerging context of climate change, 
lifestyle, risk, carbon offsets, food production, biodiversity and as the ‘lungs’ 
of a capital city that is expanding.

São Paulo City Green Belt Biosphere Reserve: A Platform for Integrated 
Sustainable Land Management
Rodrigo Victor, Director-General, São Paulo State Forest Institute, Brazil

With nearly 20 million people, São Paulo is one of the world’s largest 
metropolitan areas. However, the area’s rapid growth in the last few 
decades has relied on the unsustainable consumption of natural resources 
within the region. In 1989, significant public opposition to a large road 
building project that would have adversely impacted water resources led 
to a larger, more broadly based civil society movement that called for the 
creation of a reserve to protect natural lands. It ultimately resulted in the 

Frankfurt Grüngürtel, Germany

Möglichkeiten
Possibilités

Possibilities 
Mogelijkheden

Possibilidades
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establishment of the São Paulo City Green Belt Biosphere Reserve in 1994. 
The Biosphere Reserve has since been an important tool in fostering the 
systemic and integrated management of the metropolis’ urban and peri-
urban systems. Its success depends on a governance system that includes 
representation from a cross section of government agencies and non-
government organizations, and on a comprehensive set of projects and 
activities including research, support for agriculture, youth eco-job training 
programs, and environmental protection policies. 

This presentation will discuss how the Biosphere Reserve provides a 
platform for the integrated management of São Paulo’s peri-urban areas, 
and some of the future challenges and opportunities.

Parallel Sessions
Time: 1:45 pm

Sustaining Rural Vitality
Location: Rainbow Room

Many rural and peri-urban communities in greenbelts face particular 
barriers and challenges in ensuring they remain economically vibrant. 
Speakers will present their experiences and ideas for innovative forms of 
economic development, including how communities can take advantage 
of their unique greenbelt attributes and proximity to urban areas.

Moderator: Annemiek Canjels, Senior Advisor, Department for Rural 
Development, Limburg Province, Netherlands

Challenges and Opportunities of Europe’s Peri-Urban Areas: 
The Experience of the PURPLE Network
Lenie Dwarshuis-van de Beek, member of the Executive Board of Peri-Urban 
Regions Platform Europe (PURPLE) network, and Vice Governor, 
Province of South Holland, Netherlands

PURPLE (Peri-Urban Regions Platform Europe) is a network of 15 European 
regions and public authorities that has been working since 2004 for 
recognition by European policymakers of the unique challenges and 
opportunities of ‘peri-urban’ areas. The peri-urban areas of PURPLE’s regions, 
situated around and between large cities and towns (e.g., London, Paris, 
Amsterdam, Barcelona, Frankfurt, and Warsaw) are truly multifunctional. 
These areas contain large populations, housing, transport infrastructure, 
businesses, and educational institutions. They also encompass open 
space and valued landscape, cultural (including historical) heritage, and 
agriculture and food production. The economic opportunities, if managed 
smartly, are enormous, but the challenges to achieving long term 
sustainable development are considerable.

This presentation will provide examples of how we can nurture the dynamism 
that comes from the location of peri-urban areas while maintaining the ‘quality 
of life’ features that attract people to live and work there. 

Using Traditional Competitive Advantage Analysis to Guide the 
Development of Action Plans to Grow the Creative Economy in a 
Community and/or Region
Michael Florio, Community Economic Development Specialist, Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, Ontario

Is your community part of the creative economy? Does it have creative 
economy strengths that can be pillars for economic development? How 
can you measure that? Now there is a way.

This presentation will showcase a new self-assessment tool that the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food, and Rural Affairs has created to provide 

communities with a standard criteria for evaluating their readiness for the 
creative economy and to help identify the best prospects for building the 
creative economy. Examples of how communities are using this tool will 
be provided to illustrate how useful it can be in supporting economic 
development strategies aimed at fostering and growing the creative 
economy in your community.

Green Zone 2025: Unleashing the Potential of Rural Merseyside
Rob Hindle, Rural Development Consultant, Rural Innovation, 
United Kingdom

Merseyside is an important sub-region in the North West of England. 
It has long been characterized as an urban area, based around the 
shipyards, a commercial waterfront, and chemical industry associated 
with the Mersey Estuary. While it has an urban core, it has an important 
rural element which includes, but is not exclusively defined by, a statutory 
greenbelt. One in three of the City Region’s businesses are based in 
the Green Zone and they contribute almost 25 percent to Merseyside’s 
Gross Value Added and provide 22 percent of employment. The value 
represented by the rural parts of the City Region have, however, been 
largely ignored by policymakers and investment frameworks.

This presentation will focus on the Green Zone 2025 initiative which is an 
attempt to raise awareness of the asset which rural space represents, and 
to ensure it is recognized as an important part of the City Region’s 
“value proposition”.

The Changing Landscape of Farming
Location: Rain Dance Room

Farming remains a precarious business for many, even with the regulatory 
protection of farmland often provided by greenbelts. Many farmers are 
choosing to adapt their agricultural operations in response to both the 
limitations and opportunities of the peri-urban environment. Speakers will 

provide examples of the distinctive approaches farmers and partners are 
taking to stay viable, now and into the future.

Moderator: John Burke, Deputy Minister, Ontario Ministry of Food and 
Rural Affairs, Ontario

Integrating Local Food Systems into Metropolitan and Regional 
Planning to Deliver Economic, Social and Environmental Benefits
Dr. Trevor Budge, Associate Professor, LaTrobe University, Australia

Food production in the free market has been reduced to a ‘left-over’ activity 
which has been systematically excluded from the economic, social and 
environmental agendas that underpin metropolitan and regional planning. 
Food sensitive urban and regional planning embodies the concept that 
local food systems have health, economic, social and environmental 
benefits for cities and regions.

This presentation will focus on the results of research and a series of projects 
and initiatives in Australia. It advocates that an effective way in which 
political, bureaucratic and community traction on food policy can be 
achieved is by demonstrating its capacity to be a core cross-cutting and 
integral component of large scale spatial policy.

Making the Most of Geography: Putting the Greenbelt’s 
Holland Marsh on the Map
Jamie Reaume, Executive Director, Holland Marsh 
Growers’ Association, Ontario

In the now globalized world of food procurement, and the lofty 
expectations of Ontarians’ desire for “perfect” food, how does a small 
growing area - and an even smaller group of farmers - make a difference 
in what they do? One way is to re-invent the area through an intensive 
marketing, promotional, and educational campaign geared at all 
stakeholders within the system - from farmers to consumers and all others 

Melbourne Green Wedges, Australia
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in-between - about the importance of the self-sustainability of farming and 
food to this province and this nation. In short, putting the most productive 
farming lands in the entire country back on the map.

This presentation will discuss the challenges, issues, and opportunities of 
making farmers “rock stars” in today’s 15-second sound bite world.

Local Sustainable Farming for Successful Greenbelts: 
The Local Food Plus Approach
Lori Stahlbrand, Founder and President, Local Food Plus (LFP), Ontario

Local sustainable farms can play a key role in ensuring the environmental, 
economic and social health of greenbelts and greenbelt communities. 
These farms are working landscapes that support local employment while 
enhancing biodiversity and providing ecological services on greenbelt 
lands. Local sustainable food systems encourage positive and mutually 
beneficial relationships within the countryside, and between city and 
countryside. This, in turn, reinforces the concepts of smart growth, which 
are essential to the protection of greenbelts.

This presentation will discuss an innovative certification and market 
development program developed by Local Food Plus (LFP), a non-profit 
organization, to bring the multiple benefits of local sustainable food 
systems to Ontario’s Greenbelt and beyond.

Incorporating the Economic Benefits of Greenbelts into 
Decision Making
Location: Admiral’s Ballroom

There is growing concern about the relentless pressure we are exerting on 
our ecosystems and the resulting deterioration in the quality of our water, 
air, and biodiversity. Speakers will provide examples of using natural capital 
valuation to inform decision making about land use and development in 
and around greenbelts.

Moderator: Dr. Faisal Moola, Director, Terrestrial Conservation and 
Science Program, David Suzuki Foundation, Ontario

Designing the Optimum Landscape
Dr. Wim Heijmans, Chair of Regional Economics, 
Wageningen University, Netherlands

A landscape has many stakeholders who all benefit from its services – a 
tourist loves the beautiful views, a farmer needs the productive soil, 
outdoor enthusiasts like the hiking and biking opportunities, and a nature 
conservationist appreciates the biodiversity. All interact with the landscape 
in a different manner and with their different preferences. In planning for 
a particular landscape, policymakers often use a range of collaborative 
approaches and methodologies to ensure that various stakeholders’ 
perspectives are taken into account.

This presentation will discuss a participatory process that integrated 
willingness to pay as a measure of preference for different scenarios in a 
particular district in the Netherlands. Rather than taking a sample of individual 
residents we worked with representatives of the organized interest groups in 
an interactive way to understand and attach a value to their perspectives.

The Value of Ecological Goods and Services in the Credit River 
Watershed: The Implications for Greenbelt Restoration
Mike Puddister, Director, Restoration and Stewardship, and Tatiana 
Koveshnikova, Ecological Goods and Services Project Coordinator, 
Credit Valley Conservation Authority, Ontario

Ecological Goods and Services (EG&S) are the benefits provided to 
people and other living organisms by the ecological functions of healthy 
ecosystems. Over the past several years, the Credit River Valley Conservation 
Authority (CVCA) was involved in a number of the projects aimed at 
developing a comprehensive understanding of the economic value of 
ecological goods and services provided by the Credit River watershed. 

This presentation will demonstrate the importance of the economic 
valuation of ecological goods and services in the watershed, and will 
show how these assessments can assist in developing policies and 
management strategies that will help to conserve and restore natural 
resources within Ontario’s Greenbelt.

Natural Economy Northwest: The Socio-Economic Benefits of 
Investment in Green Infrastructure
Dr. Will Williams, Former Programme Director, Natural Economy Northwest, 
United Kingdom

For the last three years, Natural Economy Northwest has been at the heart 
of one of the most innovative regional programmes in the UK: a quest to 
identify, demonstrate and promote the socio-economic value of the region’s 
unrivalled natural environment. The Natural Economy Northwest (NENW) 
partnership brought together a wealth of environmental and economic 
expertise. NENW’s work has helped to place the natural environment and 
its ecosystem services at the heart of current thinking about sustainable 
economic development, quality of life, and quality of place in the Northwest.

This presentation will set out the evidence-based socio-economic benefits 
of green infrastructure, and introduce guidance and a valuation toolbox 
that was developed for policymakers and other stakeholders.

Plenary: International Perspectives on Greenbelts 
and their Possibilities
Time: 3:30 pm
Location: Admiral’s Ballroom

Speakers from three jurisdictions pursuing greenbelt designation or similar 
objectives will present their challenges, opportunities, and longer term 
visions for their respective areas.

Moderator: Dr. Rick Smith, Executive Director, Environmental Defence, Ontario 

Designing Multifunctional Landscapes: The Greenbelt Approach in the 
Warsaw Metropolitan Area
Dr. Agata Cieszewska, Department of Landscape Architecture, 
Warsaw University of Life Sciences, Poland

Historically, greenbelts have been established to prevent urban sprawl 
and protect open spaces. In the Warsaw Metropolitan Area in the Mazovia 
Region of Poland, the idea of “green networks” has been included as an 
added dimension to the concept of greenbelt. Green networks preserve 
the connectivity of valuable habitats while playing a role in stabilizing 
environmental performance. 

This presentation will discuss the steps being undertaken to create a 
greenbelt around Warsaw including: (i) the identification of landscape units; 
(ii) analysis of each unit’s potential for agriculture and recreational uses, the 
extent and nature of urbanization, and the ecological pressures, and (iii) 
development of greenbelt options.

The German and European Green Belt: Borders Separate, 
Nature Unites
Dr. Liana Geidezis, BUND Project Office Green Belt, BUND Naturschutz in 
Bayern e.V., Germany

For almost 40 years the “Iron Curtain” divided Europe, running from the 
Barents Sea at the border between Russia, Norway, and Finland, all the way 
to the Black Sea at the border between Bulgaria, Greece, and Turkey. The 
Iron Curtain was a political, ideological, and physical barrier, most strongly 
evident in Germany. After the fall of the Iron Curtain in 1989, BUND (Friends 
of the Earth Germany) started the inner-German Green Belt project, a 
1,393 km ecological corridor. It is from this beginning that the vision for a 
Green Belt spanning 12, 500 km across Europe originated. If this vision is 
realized it will become the first transboundary ecological network in Europe 

Ontario Greenbelt
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connecting 24 countries. In the 22 years since the end of the Cold War it has 
become apparent how crucial the Green Belt is to nature conservation and 
as a living historical monument, along with the opportunities it presents for 
sustainable regional development.

This presentation will describe challenges, opportunities, and the long term 
vision for the Green Belt as a permanent feature of the European landscape.

Grow Smart: The San Francisco Bay Area Vision
Stephanie Reyes, Policy Director, Greenbelt Alliance, United States

In 2009, Greenbelt Alliance launched Grow Smart Bay Area, a 
comprehensive vision for smart growth and greenbelt protection for the 
San Francisco Bay Area through to 2035. Grow Smart Bay Area outlines a 
smart growth strategy to make the region more climate-friendly, affordable, 
and economically competitive, while protecting its farms, forests, and 
watersheds. The vision is supported by a two-part rigorous research effort. 
First, the Green Vision process brought together hundreds of open space 
experts to comprehensively map the region’s most valuable agricultural, 
habitat, recreational, watershed, and community buffer lands. Second, the 
Infill Capacity research quantifies the region’s potential to accommodate 
new growth in its existing cities and towns, and highlights key ‘smart spots 
for growth’ around the region.

This presentation will describe the Green Vision and how Greenbelt Alliance 
is working with a multitude of partners to achieve it.

Thursday March 24th

Parallel Sessions
Time: 10:15 am

Enhancing Ecosystems and Biodiversity
Location: Rain Dance Room

Greenbelts are often designed to protect environmentally significant land 
from development, ensuring functioning ecosystems and habitat. On the 
ground, however, there are practical challenges associated with ensuring 
ecological integrity and health. Speakers will discuss some of those 
challenges and outline strategies for addressing them.

Moderator: Nicola Ross, Editor, Alternatives Journal, Ontario

Re-naturalization of the Regge River: Reaching Water Management 
and Biodiversity Goals in the Netherlands 
Cheryl de Boer, University of Twente, Netherlands

Concerns regarding the increasing frequency of high and low water 
levels have warranted a drastic change of approach in the planning and 
management of water, land and other natural resources in the Netherlands. 
The strategy is now to use nature’s resilience to provide for both human 
and nature’s needs. Planned multi-functionality, increasing space for river 
beds, and enhancing the connection of remaining natural areas are at 
the heart of new efforts in Dutch rural areas to meet habitat and water 
quality and quantity goals. Though these policies have large levels of public 
support, they can be difficult to implement given the density of population 
and differing interests of multiple stakeholders.

This presentation will discuss the Regee River Restoration Project, and 
highlight principles and good practices for successful implementation, 
including the important role played by independent regional water boards.

Ontario’s Greenbelt and the Great Lakes Basin
Dr. Gail Krantzberg, Professor and Director, McMaster University Centre for 
Engineering and Public Policy, Ontario

Imagine a future in which once declining Ontario communities are 
revitalized through attention to their extraordinary location, within the 
largest freshwater resource in the world, and the Great Lakes themselves 
and their source waters are managed for a true sustainable future. 
Coalescing around watersheds and water opportunities can differentiate 
the region as a driver for regeneration that describes what the citizens 
imagine as their community’s future. Regeneration aims to ensure that 
a new state of change in the region is sustainable. Clean, plentiful water 
could form a powerful foundation for dialogue and action to advance a 
common purpose.

This presentation will explore the ways in which Ontario’s Greenbelt 
provides the means to regenerate a resilient Great Lakes Basin ecosystem.

Green Infrastructure: Planning for the Liverpool City Region
Paul Nolan, Project Director, The Mersey Forest Team, United Kingdom

The Mersey Forest Project is one of several organizations that have 
collaborated to develop a green infrastructure framework for the Liverpool 
City Region. The framework identifies key actions within and across 
administrative boundaries that focus on developing green infrastructure 
assets by improved management of existing areas, or where possible, 
the creation of new woodlands, wetlands, green roofs, allotments, and 
grasslands. The Green Belt that wraps around the Liverpool City Region 
and between the major towns in the area is key to the green infrastructure 
approach. Our proposition is that green infrastructure and, importantly, 
large areas of greenbelt, are a multi–billion pound asset and are a part of 

our critical infrastructure, important to the way our communities develop 
and our economy grows. 

This presentation will review the project’s progress to date, identifying key 
actions that need to be taken, and exploring the potential mechanisms 
for implementation.

From Death Zone to Life Line: Implementing the German Green Belt
Dr. Uwe Riecken, Head of Habitat Protection and Landscape Ecology, 
Federal Agency for Nature Conservation, Germany

The Iron Curtain originally formed an inhumane border between East and 
West Germany. Since the fall of the wall at the end of the Cold War, this belt 
of land has been recognized as an area of great ecological significance. The 
Green Belt now spans 1,393 km along the former inner-German border 
(former Iron Curtain) from the Baltic Sea to the Saxon-Bavarian-Czech border 
triangle and forms part of the largest ecological network within Germany. 
Efforts to protect and develop the Green Belt have included the creation 
of nature reserves, national parks and biosphere reserves, transferring land 
owned by the German federal state to the German Bundesländer and NGOs, 
and implementing large-scale nature conservation projects with a financial 
support of several million Euro by the German federal state.

This presentation will give an overview of these activities and will present 
examples of the conservation projects and their impacts.

Everyone’s Greenbelt: Reaching Out to Diverse Communities
Location: Rainbow Room

Changing demographics in the urban areas that many greenbelts surround 
provide new opportunities to protect the landscape and support agricultural 
vitality. Speakers will discuss successful examples and other possible ways 
of engaging multicultural communities in: farming, recreational and tourism 
opportunities, and land stewardship.

Iron Curtain Green Belt, Germany
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Moderator: Chandra Sharma, Watershed Specialist, Senior Manager Climate 
Programs, Toronto Region Conservation Authority, Ontario

Ethnic Food Guides: A Buy Local Campaign
Franz Hartmann, Executive Director, Toronto Environmental Alliance, Ontario

Toronto is the most ethnically and culturally diverse city in Canada and 
one of the most diverse in the world. Ethnic communities often cook with 
vegetables imported “from home” or other countries. For many, these 
communities may not be obvious targets for a “buy local food” campaign. 
However, given that Toronto is surrounded by Greenbelt farmers, some 
of who grow ethnic vegetables, a local environmental group in Toronto 
developed a local food campaign that appealed to four key ethnic 
communities in Toronto.

This presentation discusses the campaign in more detail, examines the 
opportunities and challenges the campaign raised, and offers advice about 
how others can develop local ethnic food campaigns.

Greenbelt Connections: Linking Urban Ethno-Cultural Communities
Peter Mitchell, Research Associate, Centre for Land and Water Stewardship, 
University of Guelph, Ontario

New Canadians living in cities across the Greater Golden Horseshoe often 
report that they have little or no connection to natural and agriculture 
landscapes. The Centre for Land and Water Stewardship responded to 
an expressed desire for a connection to the land by creating ‘Greenbelt 
Connections’. By establishing relationships with the Pakistani, Spanish, 
African, Chinese and South Asian/East Indian communities, Greenbelt 
Connections is able to reach out to members of the major ethno-cultural 
communities to increase awareness of the Greenbelt and facilitate visits to 
different parts of the Greenbelt. 

This presentation will discuss the efforts that have been made to date to 
engage diverse immigrant communities through community dialogues 
and farm and countryside tours and walks, along with the challenges 
and successes.

Engaging Diverse Communities in Smart Growth Planning
Stephanie Reyes, Policy Director, Greenbelt Alliance, United States

The nine county San Francisco Bay Area is an ethnically diverse region, 
with significant Asian and Latino populations. Greenbelt Alliance works 
with local communities and partner organizations to protect the region’s 
greenbelt and improve the livability of its cities and towns.

This presentation will focus on three case studies describing Greenbelt 
Alliance’s outreach efforts to engage diverse communities in land-use 
planning processes in the different regions of the Bay Area: Spanish 
language outreach around the City of Santa Rosa’s downtown transit 
station area plan; engaging Chinese-speaking seniors around a City 
of Oakland Specific Plan; and partnering with multiple organizations 
around the City of San Jose’s General Plan update to connect with 
residents of various ethnic backgrounds, starting with the 
Vietnamese community.

Supporting a New Generation of Farmers
Sri Sethuratanam, Program Manager, FarmStart, Ontario

The aging farmer demographic and the lack of young people to take their 
place will soon become a very real problem. In response to succession 
and intergeneration transfer issues, FarmStart was established to support 
and encourage a new generation of farmers to develop locally based, 
ecologically sound, and economically viable agricultural enterprises. 
FarmStart aims to work with four different groups; young people from 
farm backgrounds, young people who are new to farming, second career 
farmers, and new Canadian farmers.

This presentation will detail the” incubator farm” which is one of the most 
successful tools developed by FarmStart. It will also explore concepts that 
have evolved out of the incubator farm which help to successfully engage 
new farmers. Finally, it will raise the subject of where we see this concept in 
the future, and the overall impacts of the incubator farm on the local food 
system and agricultural sector.

Infrastructure Development and Greenbelts
Location: Admiral’s Ballroom

Urban development continues to be the biggest pressure and most 
consistent threat to greenbelts. Governments struggle with how to provide 
road, water, sewage and other infrastructure in a way that is appropriate 
to the landscape and uses being protected. Speakers will discuss their 
experiences in identifying alternatives to expansion and development of 
new infrastructure, as well as ways of minimizing negative impacts.

Moderator: Patricia Boeckner, Director, Transportation Planning Branch, 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation, Ontario

A Green Infrastructure Strategy for Ontario’s Greenbelt and Beyond
Steve Peck, Founder and President, Green Roofs for Healthy Cities and the 
Green Infrastructure Foundation, Ontario

Green infrastructure includes natural areas such as woodlots and wetlands, 
urban forests, community gardens, vegetative technologies such as green 
roofs and walls and permeable paving, as well as soil and farmlands. 
Collectively this interconnected system offers society a broad array of 
benefits for healthy living. It is vital infrastructure that provides us with 
everything from better air quality to bottom line savings on storm water 
management and energy costs. There is an increasing recognition of 
the multiple benefits of “leafy” green infrastructure as part of the built 
environment. However, these green infrastructure solutions have not been 

easily adopted into community, municipal and developer plans and designs. 

This presentation will describe efforts to develop the case for green 
infrastructure, identify the legal, policy, technical and other barriers, and 
build a coalition to develop a green infrastructure strategy for Ontario.

Slicing the Green Wedges: The Copenhagen Open Space Infrastructure 
Projects
Dr. Henrik Vejre, Professor, Forest and Landscape Department, University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark

The renowned Copenhagen Finger Plan has contributed to protecting 
open space in Copenhagen since 1947. The so-called ‘green wedges’ 
fulfill functions such as recreation, groundwater protection, wildlife 
habitats, and aesthetic qualities in the immediate areas surrounding 
the metropolis. Over the last ten years, economic development has 
spawned new infrastructure demands. For instance, in 2010 a highway 
is being built in one wedge. At the same time, a high speed railway is 
currently undergoing an environmental impact assessment. Additionally, 
a major highway, circling the metropolis is planned. All of these types of 
projects compromise the ecological functions of the wedges, and various 
mitigation projects are currently being formulated to alleviate some of 
the effects on recreation and wildlife.

This presentation will discuss in more detail the open space infrastructure 
projects and mitigation measures that will be undertaken to alleviate the 
ecological impacts of these new developments.

Infrastructure and Frankfurt’s Green Belt
Klaus Wichert, Head of the Environment Department, 
Frankfurt RheinMain, Germany

Frankfurt’s rise to become a trade city and a centre of finance is connected 
with its readily accessible location; its airport is one of the largest air traffic 
hubs in Europe, some 350,000 people pass through the main railway station 

Green Heart, Netherlands

Infra-estrutura
Infrastructuur

Infrastructure Infrastruktury

Infrastruktur



Global Greenbelts Conference Local Solutions to Global Challenges 17

Thursday, March 24th 2011
Session Descriptions 

Thursday, March 24th 2011
Session Descriptions 

16         

every day, nine suburban rail lines connect Frankfurt to the surrounding 
area, and the Frankfurter Kreuz is the busiest highway in Germany. At the 
same time, Frankfurt’s Green Belt forms a green band around the core of the 
city, covering an area of 80km2. Its official designation in 1991 has helped 
to prevent further encroachments into the area and has forced planned 
infrastructure to be redesigned or limited in scope.

This presentation will discuss how infrastructure planning has evolved in 
Frankfurt in light of the Green Belt, and the opportunities for the Green Belt 
to extend inward and to radiate outward.

Parallel Sessions
Time: 1:45 pm

Governing Greenbelts
Location: Admiral’s Ballroom

Greenbelts are home to the intersection of farming, recreation, 
ecologically sensitive areas, aggregate and water resources, and often 
adjacent to rapidly expanding urban areas with growing transportation 
networks. Accordingly, multiple levels of government have jurisdictional 
authority, and many departments or ministries have particular 
responsibilities. Speakers will provide examples of collaboration and 
partnerships, and propose strategies for better integrated implementation 
and monitoring.

Moderator: Dr. Mark Winfield, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Environmental 
Studies, York University, Ontario

Regional Governance and Integrated Planning in The Hague
Marcel Houtzager, Regional Portfolio Holder on Green Recreation and 
Tourism, the Hague, Netherlands 

The Hague city region in the Netherlands includes both urban and peri-
urban areas. The area is governed by nine municipalities, and functions on 
the basis of integrated planning, a long-term Regional Structure Plan (RSP), 
and politically supported regional governance arrangements. Joint decision 
making and politically supported binding agreements have meant the 
processes in the urban and peri-urban areas can be directed in such a way 
that the peri-urban green space remains green and available for use by all 
its citizens. The principles of the regional governance find their expression in 
constant consultations with neighbouring regions, some larger administrative 
platforms, and the provincial and central governments. Binding agreements 
on multiple levels (both vertical and horizontal) are backed up politically 
and by the administrations of all participants in the governance structure 
(amongst them NGO’s and different professional representations).

This presentation will provide more detail on the regional governance 
structure, along with the challenges and opportunities.

Developing a Regional Consensus for Conservation and Smart Growth 
in the San Francisco Bay Area
Ken Kirkey, Planning Director, Association of Bay Area Governments, 
United States

The San Francisco Bay Area is expected to grow to nearly 9 million 
people by 2035, potentially increasing sprawl and traffic congestion, 
and threatening open spaces. The Association of Bay Area Governments 
(ABAG) is the regional planning agency for nine counties and 101 cities 
in the area. The Association and its partner agency, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC), are working with a range of 
stakeholders to promote the development of complete communities 
served by transit and to conserve the region’s most environmentally and 
agriculturally important lands. 

This presentation will describe the efforts of ABAG/MTC to advance regional 
planning through an incentive-based development and conservation 
strategy known as FOCUS that has been adopted as the Bay Area’s 

Regional Blueprint Plan. This innovative regional and local partnership 
encompasses more than 120 priority development areas (transit-served, 
infill neighbourhoods) and 100+ priority conservation areas (regionally 
significant open spaces).

Governing Ontario’s Greenbelt: Possibility Grows Here
Dr. Pamela Robinson, Associate Professor, Ryerson University, School of 
Urban and Regional Planning, Ontario

Established in 2005, Ontario’s Greenbelt is a 1.8 million acre continuous belt 
of land surrounding one of North America’s largest urban regions. With its 
tri-fold mandate to improve agricultural vitality, protect integral ecosystems, 
and to promote and support tourism and recreation, governance of the 
Greenbelt is a complex challenge.

In this presentation new opportunities to enrich Ontario’s Greenbelt 
governance are explored and considered, while looking ahead to the 
review of the Plan’s policies in 2015.

The Balkan Greenbelt: Transboundary Cooperation for Nature 
Conservation
Gabriel Schwaderer, Executive Director, Euronatur, Germany

The goal of the European Green Belt initiative is to convert the former “Iron 
Curtain”, which divided Europe for several decades during the Cold War, 
into an ecological corridor connecting Europe from the North to the South. 
In order for the Green Belt to be successful, crossing 24 countries and 
numerous jurisdictions, effective transboundary cooperation is necessary. 
This is particularly important in the southeastern region of the European 
Green Belt, which covers the Balkan Peninsula, where several new states 
were recently formed. Although, the ecological habitats along the Balkan 
Green Belt contain many valuable and threatened ecosystems and species, 
preservation of these valued lands is a challenge under current political and 
economic circumstances, requiring the cooperation of representatives from 
numerous countries and organizations.

This presentation will discuss the strategies that have been employed to 
facilitate collaboration, from education and information sharing to more 
formal mechanisms. 

Connecting People to Greenbelts
Location: Rain Dance Room

Marshalling a broad array of stakeholders, including citizens, farmers, 
businesses, conservationists, and environmentalists is key to preserving 
vital greenbelt lands over the long term. Speakers will provide examples of 
community champions and successful partnerships, and suggest ways of 
going beyond awareness-raising to fostering high levels of citizen engagement.

Moderator: Kirk Miller, former Chief Executive Officer & Chair, Agricultural 
Land Commission, and KB Miller & Associates, British Columbia

Experience Green Belt: Connecting Nature, People and History
Dr. Uwe Riecken, Head of Habitat Protection and Landscape Ecology, 
Federal Agency for Nature Conservation, Germany

The inner-German Green Belt (the former Iron Curtain) is an important 
part of the German ecological network, providing refuge for over 600 
endangered animal and plant species, and a cross section through nearly all 
the landscapes Germany has to offer. One way to increase public awareness 
and understanding of the Green Belt, and at the same time, provide 
recreation opportunities and promote sustainable tourism, is to get people 
out into the Green Belt to experience it. Three regions along the Green Belt 
were selected as models for a project called “Experience the Green Belt”, 
supported by the German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation.

This presentation will describe the project in greater detail and discuss how 
it has successfully increased acceptance of the larger European Green Belt 
and improved its visibility.

Iron Curtain Green Belt, Germany
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Engaging Youth in the São Paulo City Green Belt Biosphere Reserve
Rodrigo Victor, Director-General, São Paulo State Forest Institute, Brazil

Launched 15 years ago, the Youth Program - Environment and Social 
Integration (YP-ESI) provides eco-job training opportunities for 
disadvantaged youth in agro-forestry, reforestation, eco-historical and 
cultural tourism, waste recycling, small scale agro-industry, scientific 
research and other sectors. The aim of the program is to generate income 
and foster economic and social inclusion. At the same time, it engages 
youth in activities that protect and enhance the Biosphere Reserve, and 
develops their understanding of ecosystems and the important benefits 
they provide to urban and rural residents. The YP-ESI has won several 
national and international awards because of its unique design and 
the results achieved.

This presentation will describe the program in greater detail, the job 
opportunities created, its impacts on disadvantaged youth, as well as 
opportunities for replication.

Using Local Food to Engage People in Sustainability
Pam Warhurst, CBE, Chair, Forestry Commission GB, Co-founder, Incredible 
Edible Todmorden and Chair, Pennine Prospects, United Kingdom

Greenbelts offer an array of benefits that enrich our lives --- food, recreation, 
energy, wildlife, woodlands, and tranquility. They also offer immense 
opportunities to reconnect people to nature and provide a positive force in 
the difficult and uncertain times ahead. What is needed are green routes to 
connect the urban core to the wider countryside.

This presentation will propose that the best way for greenbelts to make 
an impression on the busy lives of people and to engage them with the 
environment more broadly is through local food. Through this comes a 
connection with the land, an interest in orchards, bees, and thoughts about 
what goes into soil, how we can conserve water, and most importantly – 
learning to respect all life, not just our own.

Improving Urban Food Access
Location: Rainbow Room

Despite the close proximity between peri-urban and urban areas to 
productive agricultural land in and around greenbelts, many people 
living in those areas do not have regular access to healthy, affordable, and 
culturally appropriate food. Speakers will provide examples of interventions 
to ensure improved food access and discuss longer term approaches to 
alleviating household food insecurity.

Moderator: Nick Saul, Executive Director, The Stop Community Food Centre, 
Ontario

From Field to Table: Increasing Connections between Local Farmers 
and People in the City
Debbie Field, Executive Director, FoodShare, Ontario

FoodShare is Canada’s largest community food security organization 
that directly connects local farmers to some 145,000 urban consumers 
in Toronto though their Good Food Programs. FoodShare’s vision is 
Good Healthy Food for All, and its mission is to work with communities 
to improve access to affordable, healthy sustainably produced food. 
FoodShare invented and delivers a variety of programs such as the Good 
Food Box, the Fresh Produce Program for Schools and Agencies, and Good 
Food Markets that provide healthy produce at affordable prices through 
community outlets. Last year FoodShare sold over $2 million worth of fresh 
produce, 56 percent of which was from Ontario.

This presentation will describe how FoodShare’s multi-faceted and 
long term approach is working to build healthy communities as well as 
increasing market share for local farmers.

The VicHealth Food for All Program: Building Capacity to Address 
Food Security
Trevor Budge, Associate Professor, La Trobe University, Australia

“Food for All” was a program of activities funded by the Victorian Health 
Promotion Foundation (VicHealth) in Australia over a five-year period 
with the objective to increase access to healthy and sustainable food 
for those at risk of food insecurity. The program involved providing over 
$2.5 million to nine local governments and local service providers who 
designed innovative projects that matched local needs. The program had 
three phases, with an evaluation component throughout. The current 
and final phase of the program aims to disseminate tools to assist local 
governments and interested stakeholders to build food security into 
local government processes and planning. Results from the program 
evaluation suggest that there are a number of effective ways to build food 
security into local strategies. 

This presentation will centre on preliminary evaluation outcomes and 
lessons learned from the program.

Food, Justice, and Community
Nikki Henderson, Executive Director, People’s Grocery, United States

West Oakland, California is predominately a community of colour, with high 
rates of unemployment, significant disparities in health outcomes, and 
a lack of access to fresh, healthy foods. Food access includes agriculture, 
and people’s ability to grow food themselves. West Oakland has a number 
of agriculture projects and programs to increase self-sufficiency, creating 
innovative ways to cultivate land and increase people’s understanding of their 
food and where it comes from. 

This presentation will provide more detail on some of the innovative 
programs developed that attempt to bridge the gaps in the current food 
system. It will also discuss how these programs are leading to the creation 
of a local food network and a conversation around wellness, socio-
economic status, and social determinants of health through a food lens.

Closing Panel: Five Big Ideas for Greenbelts
Time: 3:30 pm
Location: Admiral’s Ballroom

Listen as each panellist briefly presents their big idea for the future of 
greenbelts, and then have your chance to ask questions, comment or 
suggest your own ideas.

Moderator: Sandy Houston, President, Metcalf Foundation, Ontario 

Speakers:
Dr. Michael Buxton, Professor, RMIT University, Australia

Dr. Agata Cieszewska, Department of Landscape Architecture, Warsaw 
University of Life Sciences, Poland

Dr. Robert Gibson, Professor, Department of Environment and Resource 
Studies, University of Waterloo, Ontario

Rob Hindle, Rural Development Consultant, Rural Innovation, 
United Kingdom

Pam Warhurst, CBE, Chair, Forestry Commission GB, Co-founder, Incredible 
Edible Todmorden and Chair, Pennine Prospects, United Kingdom
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Learn about our Speakers and Moderators

Patricia M. Boeckner, Director, Transportation Planning Branch, Ontario 
Ministry of Transportation, Ontario

Patricia’s career with the Ontario government has 
spanned three decades, and the majority of her 
positions have been focused on land use, 
environment, and transportation planning. She 
currently directs the development and delivery of 
long-range transportation planning and transport-
related environmental policy for Ontario.

Relevant Website: http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/

Dr. Trevor Budge, Associate Professor, La Trobe University, Australia

Trevor is also an Adjunct Professor at RMIT University 
and Visiting Senior Lecturer at the University of 
Moratuwa Sri Lanka. He is a former President of the 
Planning Institute of Australia (Victoria Division) and a 
recipient of a National Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Institute. He has been a leading advocate, 
researcher and presenter in Australia for the protection 

of productive agricultural land, the inclusion of food production as a key 
ingredient in metropolitan planning strategies and of the links between 
health outcomes and land use planning.

Relevant Website: http://www.latrobe.edu.au/socsci/staff/budge/budge.html
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/healthpromotion/

John Burke, Deputy Minister, Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food, 
and Rural Affairs, Ontario

John was formerly the Deputy Minister of three 
ministries; Community Safety, Municipal Affairs and 
Housing, and Natural Resources. He has been the Chief 
Administrative Officer for a number of municipalities 
including the City of Ottawa and the Regional 
Municipality of Halton. 

John has a Bachelor‘s of Commerce from St. Mary’s University, a Diploma 
in Public Administration from the University of Western Ontario, and has 
studied Labour Relations at Queen’s University.

Relevant Website: http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/

Dr. Michael Buxton, Professor, RMIT University, Australia

Michael was Chairperson of the Victorian Premier’s 
Green Wedge Working Party in 2002 which advised the 
government on legislation and policies for the 
protection of Melbourne’s Green Wedges and the 
introduction of a legislated urban growth boundary. 
He was also a member of the Victorian government’s 
Metropolitan Strategy Implementation Reference 

Group until 2006. He has recently headed major research projects into 
Australian peri-urban issues, fringe area land supply and price, and 
urban intensification.

Prior to this Michael led the Victorian State Environmental Agency, the 
Office of the Environment, responsible for advising the government on 
environmental policy, and was a director of three state planning and 
environmental agencies. He led the intergovernmental process developing 
a new National Greenhouse Strategy as part of Australia’s reporting 
obligations under the Climate Change Convention between1994-96 and 
participated in United Nations negotiations on environmental matters as a 
member of the Australian delegation.

Michael has published widely on planning and environmental matters. 

Relevant Website: http://www.rmit.edu.au/

Annemiek Canjels, Senior Advisor, Department for Rural Development, 
Limburg Province, Netherlands

Annemiek has a Degree in Psychology and Social 
Science. She has worked in the field of regional 
economic development and rural development for 
several years. Since 2006, she has enjoyed working as a 
senior EU Public Affairs Adviser. Her fields of expertise 
are in the European Common Agricultural Policy, 
international trade/WTO, food and innovation, and rural 

development. She has worked with a number of networks such as, PURPLE, 
the Assembly of European Regions, and the Council of European Regions 
and Municipalities. Recently Annemiek wrote an opinion on Local Food 
Systems for the EU Committee of the Regions.

Relevant Websites: http://www.purple-eu.org/; http://www.limburg.nl/nl/html/
algemeen/home/voorpagina.asp

Global Greenbelts Conference Local Solutions to Global Challenges Ottawa Greenbelt



25

Biographies

Global Greenbelts Conference Local Solutions to Global Challenges24         

Debbie Field, Executive Director, FoodShare, Ontario

Debbie has a B.A in Sociology and a Master’s Degree in 
Adult Education. She came to FoodShare through her 
role as a founding member of the Coalition for Student 
Nutrition. As a parent she was instrumental in 
organizing a hot lunch program at her children’s school. 
FoodShare works from field to table to achieve its vision 
of Good Food for All and is one of Canada’s largest food 

security organizations with an annual budget of over $5.5 million and over 
50 full time staff members.

Relevant Website: http://www.foodshare.net/

Michael Florio, Community Economic Development Specialist, Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture Food and Rural Affairs, Ontario

Michael holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Geography 
from the University of Guelph, a Master of Spatial 
Analysis from Ryerson University, a Master of Local 
Economic Development from the University of 
Waterloo, and a professional designation with the 
Economic Developers’ Association of Canada. Michael’s 
work is focused on providing rural communities and 

regions with access to reliable local economic data and information.

Relevant Website: http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/index.html

Dr. Liana Geidezis, BUND Project Office Green Belt, BUND Naturschutz 
in Bayern e.V., Germany

Liana studied biology, majoring in Zoology. Since 1998, 
she has been the project manager of the BUND-Project 
Green Belt in Germany at the Species and Habitat 
Conservation Department of BUND (Friends of the Earth 
Germany), and since 2004 has been the Regional 
Coordinator for the Central European portion of the 
Green Belt Europe.

Relevant Website: http://www.bund-naturschutz.de/

Dr. Bob Gibson, Professor, Department of Environment and Resource 
Studies, University of Waterloo, Ontario

Bob mostly works on environmental policy issues and 
broader sustainability imperatives. Over the past decade, 
he has focused on integrating sustainability 
considerations in land use decision making in urban 
growth management, corporate greening initiatives, 
special area governance, and environmental assessments 
at the project and strategic levels. His book on 

Sustainability Assessment was published by Earthscan in 2005. He has been 
co-editor, editor or editorial board chair of Alternatives Journal since 1984.

Relevant Website: http://uwaterloo.ca/

John Ginivan, Executive Director, Planning Policy, Department of 
Planning and Community Development, 
Victoria State Government, Australia

John has extensive experience in metropolitan, regional 
and coastal planning as well as natural resource 
management. His division’s responsibilities include: the 
green wedges, metropolitan, rural and regional strategic 
planning, urban development and housing growth 
requirements, and environmental impact assessments 
for major projects. He also represents the Victorian 

Government on a range of national forums. 

Relevant Websites: http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning/planning-policy-and-
projects/green-wedges; http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning

Franz Hartmann, Executive Director, Toronto Environmental Alliance, 
Ontario

Franz has been advocating for a green Toronto since 
1990 when he first volunteered at TEA. In 1998, after 
years of participating in urban environmental politics he 
received his Ph.D. in Environmental Politics. Since then, 
Franz has been involved in advocating green energy, 
smog, waste management and green economy 
solutions at the municipal and federal levels. Highlights 

include helping write the City of Toronto’s first ever Environmental Plan and 
helping develop a Kyoto Implementation Strategy for Canada.

Relevant Website: http://www.torontoenvironment.org/

Dr. Wim Heijman, Chair of Regional Economics, Wageningen University, 
Netherlands

Wim received MSc Degrees respectively in Economics 
and Human Geography, and his Ph.D. from Wageningen 
University. In 2000 he was appointed Professor of 
Regional Economics. In the last two years he has 
specialized in Landscape Economics. The research in this 
field aims to preserve valuable landscapes, especially 
those near heavily populated urban areas. 

Relevant Website: http://www.wur.nl/UK/

Nikki Henderson, Executive Director, People’s Grocery, United States

Under Nikki’s leadership, People’s Grocery has launched 
a strategic campaign focusing on: revitalizing the 
economy of West Oakland through all aspects of the 
food system, from production to distribution; leveraging 
the power of local nutrition education and major health 
institutions to reduce obesity, diabetes, and other major 
health ailments in West Oakland; and, regional 

movement building to deepen the food justice community’s ability to 
create healthy communities. In 2010, Nikki was featured in ELLE Magazine 
as one of the five Gold Awardees. She has a Master’s Degree in African 
American Studies from UCLA, and is originally from Los Angeles, CA.

Relevant Website: http://www.peoplesgrocery.org/

Rob Hindle, Rural Development Consultant, Rural Innovation, 
United Kingdom

Rob is a rural development expert with a keen interest 
in sustainable communities and rural economies. Rob 
practised as a land agent for 15 years, advising farmers, 
landowners and rural communities on production, 
diversification and planning. He set up his rural 
consultancy practice, Rural Innovation, in 2001. Rob has 
delivered research and development projects for 

national, regional and local governments and has developed a particular 
interest in rural /urban connectivity and has prepared rural development 
and regeneration strategies for a number of metropolitan regions.

Relevant Website: http://www.ruralinnovation.co.uk/

Dr. Agata Cieszewska, Department of Landscape Architecture, Warsaw 
University of Life Sciences, Poland

Agata has a Master’s Degree in Landscape Ecology from 
Warsaw University, and a Ph.D. in Environmental 
Sciences. She works as a senior researcher and lecturer 
in the field of environmental planning and design, 
landscape ecology and environmental management.

Her focus is on landscape structure identification and 
landscape evaluation planning, particularly for protected areas such as 
regional parks and nature reserves.

Relevant Website: http://kak.sggw.pl

Cheryl de Boer, University of Twente, Netherlands

Cheryl holds a Bachelor of Engineering and 
Management and a Master of Engineering and Public 
Policy and is currently undertaking her Ph.D.

Her involvement with the Hamilton Bay Area 
Restoration Council has led her to work in the field 
of international water policy and governance for 

sustainable development. Her research deals with the governance and 
public policy aspects related to stream restoration activities in Canada 
and the Netherlands as well as the multi-functionality of land use in 
Dutch rural areas.

Relevant Website: http://www.utwente.nl/en

Lenie Dwarshuis-van de Beek, member of the Executive Board of the 
Peri-Urban Regions Platform Europe (PURPLE) network, and Vice-
Governor, Province of South Holland, Netherlands

Lenie has worked on numerous issues such as, coastal 
development, water management and climate change 
in a variety of capacities. She has been included on a 
number of sessions for the Natural Resources 
Commission including: Local Food Systems and Limiting 
Global Climate Change. Lenie is also a member of the 
Advisory Council of the Netherlands Environmental 

Assessment Agency, and member of the Netherlands Institute for Physical 
Planning and Housing. 

Relevant websites: http://www.purple-eu.org/ 
http://www.zuid-holland.nl/index
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Sandy Houston, President, Metcalf Foundation, Ontario

Sandy is the president of the Metcalf Foundation, a 
leading private Toronto-based foundation focused on 
sustainability, creativity and social justice. Sandy has a 
background in law and mediation and has worked as a 
consultant and advisor in the private, public and 
not-for-profit sectors. As a volunteer Sandy has served 
on numerous boards and committees and was the 

founding Chair of the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation. Much of his 
current work is focused on creating opportunities for innovation and 
collaboration and in advancing new thinking and policy approaches.

Relevant Website: http://www.metcalffoundation.com/

Marcel Houtzager, Regional Portfolio Holder on Green Policy, 
Recreation and Tourism, the Hague Region, Netherlands

Marcel graduated from the University of Leiden in Civil 
Law. Since 2003 he has been the Deputy Mayor of the 
Leidschendam-Voorburg Municipality and, as a member 
of the Executive Board, is the Regional Portfolio Holder 
in “Green Policy, Recreation and Tourism” in the Hague 
Region. Marcel’s projects include creating an integrated 
vision of green systems, regional parks and protected 

buffer zones, inter-municipal cooperation on integrated green areas policy, 
and the coordinated execution of green projects.

Ken Kirkey, Planning Director, Association of Bay Area Governments, 
United States

Ken has nearly 20 years of experience related to regional 
land use, transportation and conservation issues. He 
previously served as a Consultant with the PMC 
Conservation and Resource Planning Group and as 
Planning Director for the Town of Fairfax. He has worked 
as a consultant on projects related to smart growth and 
inter-jurisdictional planning, and as Director of Land 

Protection working on land conservation and transit-oriented development 
for Wildands Trust.

Relevant Website: http://www.abag.ca.gov/

Tatiana Koveshnikova, Ecological Goods and Services Coordinator, 
Credit Valley Conservation Authority, Ontario

Tatiana is currently a Ph.D. Candidate in Environmental 
Studies at York University. She holds a Bachelor‘s Degree 
in Economics and Management and a Master‘s in 
Environmental Studies. She has broad research interests 
that include social networks analysis, alternative 
transportation technologies and the economic 
valuation of ecological benefits.

Relevant Website: http://www.creditvalleyca.ca/

Dr. Gail Krantzberg, Professor and Director, McMaster University Centre 
for Engineering and Public Policy, Ontario

Gail completed her Ph.D. at the University of Toronto, 
and worked for the Ontario Ministry of Environment 
from 1988 to 2001, as Coordinator of Great Lakes 
Programs, and Senior Policy Advisor on Great Lakes. She 
was the Director of the Great Lakes Regional Office of 
the International Joint Commission from 2001 to 2005. 
She is the past president of the International Association 

of Great Lakes Research and is currently active with a number of water 
related agencies, advisory panels and working groups. She has authored 
more than 100 scientific and policy articles on issues pertaining to 
ecosystem quality and sustainability.

Relevant Website: http://msep.mcmaster.ca/epp/

Kirk Miller, former Chief Executive Officer & Chair, Agricultural Land 
Commission, and KB Miller & Associates, British Columbia

In his 29 year career with the ALC he worked with 
governments (local, regional, provincial and federal) and 
industry to resolve major land uses and resource issues, 
including those involving municipal expansion issues, 
gravel extraction, resource taxation and aboriginal land 
claims. Kirk was also the ALC liaison to the BC Federation 
of Agriculture and the BC Agriculture Council, the Union 

of BC Municipalities plus many other industry and public interest groups.

Relevant Website: http://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/

Peter Mitchell, Research Associate, Centre for Land and Water 
Stewardship, University of Guelph, Ontario

Peter is currently directing a Greenbelt project called 
“New Crop Animation – bringing the new fresh to the 
city” with partners The Stop Community Food Centre, 
FoodShare, the Greenest City and The Big Carrot. He 
founded the Latornell Symposium in partnership with 
Conservation Ontario, and developed the Young 
Conservation Professionals (YCP) program. He has also 

written a bestselling book with co-author, Stewart Hilts, The Woodlot 
Management Handbook. Peter is a founder and former board member of 
the Sustainability Network, board member of the Ontario Farmland Trust, 
and member of the Toronto Food Policy Council and Humber 
Watershed Alliance. 

Relevant Website: http://www.uoguelph.ca/~claws/

Dr. Faisal Moola, Director, Terrestrial Conservation and Science 
Program, David Suzuki Foundation, Ontario

Faisal is an Adjunct Professor of Forest Conservation at 
the University of Toronto. He has published widely in 
scientific journals on ecology, conservation biology, 
and environmental policy. At the Foundation he leads 
a team on a number of campaigns to educate the 
public and reform environmental policy in Canada. He 
also leads a land-use planning project in the lower 

mainland of British Columbia, with the goal of protecting ecosystem 
goods and services.

Relevant Website: http://www.davidsuzuki.org/

Paul Nolan, Project Director, The Mersey Forest Team, United Kingdom

Paul has worked with The Mersey Forest Team for 14 
years and has held his current position as Director for 10 
years. Paul is a member of the North West England 
Advisory Committee for Forestry and the steering group 
for the Regional Forestry Framework. He chairs the 
Northwest Green infrastructure Think Tank and Unit, and 
is also chair of the National Community Forest 

Partnership and the Sefton Coast Partnership. He holds Degrees in Forestry 
and in Forest Products Technology. 

Relevant Website: http://merseyforest.org.uk/default.htm

Steven Peck, Founder and President, Green Roofs for Healthy Cities 
and the Green Infrastructure Foundation, Ontario

For more than a decade Steve has conducted public 
policy research on a variety of environment and 
economy issues with a focus on environmental 
technology transfer and public policy. Steve has 
co-authored two reports for the Climate Change 
Secretariat and prepared Canada’s Report on the Status 
of Sustainable Communities for the World Summit on 

Sustainable Development. He is currently leading the organization “World 
Green Network” which encourages the formation of green roof industry 
associations throughout the world.

Relevant Website: http://www.greenroofs.net/

Mike Puddister, Director, Restoration and Stewardship, Credit Valley 
Conservation Authority, Ontario

Mike has an Undergraduate Degree in Environmental 
Studies and a Graduate Degree from the School of Rural 
Planning and Development. Since 1985, he has worked 
for the Credit Valley Conservation Authority. His current 
responsibilities within the Credit River Watershed 
include terrestrial, aquatic and wetland habitat 
restoration, forest management, urban and rural 

community outreach and education and related research.

Relevant Website: http://www.creditvalleyca.ca/

Jamie Reaume, Executive Director, the Holland Marsh Growers’ 
Association, Ontario

Jamie Reaume is the Executive Director of the Holland 
Marsh Growers’ Association – a farmer based 
organization that addresses concerns about the Holland 
Marsh – a unique growing area in Canada. Jamie has 
more than a decade of experience in agriculture and its 
issues. As previous Managing Editor of The Grower 
Jamie developed a vast network of government, 

industry, and organization contacts that are now being put to good use for 
the farmers in the Holland Marsh.

Relevant Website: http://www.hollandmarshgold.com/
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Stephanie Reyes, Policy Director, Greenbelt Alliance, United States

Stephanie has worked the last few at years at Greenbelt 
Alliance to help achieve its mission of making the Bay 
Area a better place to live by protecting the region’s 
greenbelt and improving the livability of its cities and 
towns. Stephanie focuses on regional and state wide 
smart growth, affordable housing, and open space 
protection policy, with an emphasis on the connection 

between land use and climate change. She has a B.S. in Computer Science 
from Brown University.

Relevant Website: http://www.greenbelt.org/

Dr. Uwe Riecken, Head of Habitat Protection and Landscape Ecology, 
German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation, Germany 

Uwe started his career as a scientist at the Agriculture 
and Water Management Authority in Schleswig-
Holstein. He subsequently joined the German Federal 
Research Centre for Nature Conservation and 
Landscape Ecology, and then became a senior scientist 
at the German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation. 
Since 2010 he has been head of the Department II 2 

‘Biotope Protection and Landscape Ecology’.

Relevant Website: http://www.bfn.de/?L=1

Dr. Pamela Robinson, Associate Professor, Ryerson University School of 
Urban and Regional Planning, Ontario 

In 2004 Pamela received the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation Award for Teaching Excellence in 
Urban Sustainability. Pamela is a partner in Robinson & 
Gore Policy and Planning, and her interests are focused 
on the role of design, governance, and civic 
engagement in advancing urban sustainability. She is 
the author of numerous articles and book chapters, and 

is a columnist for Spacing magazine. 

Relevant Website: http://www.ryerson.ca/home.html

Nicola Ross, Editor, Alternatives Journal, Ontario

Nicola studied biology at the University of Guelph but 
soon discovered that a pen was her tool of choice in the 
environmental battles that appeared as she lived and 
worked in different parts of Canada and the world. The 
award-winning author of three books, Caledon, Dufferin 
County and Healing the Landscape: Celebrating 
Sudbury’s Reclamation Story, Nicola has published 

articles in The Walrus, The Globe and Mail, Ontario Nature, Alternatives 
Journal, In the Hills magazine, Harrowsmith Country Life and more.

Relevant Website: http://www.alternativesjournal.ca/

Nick Saul, Executive Director, The Stop Community Food Centre, 
Ontario

Food activist Nick Saul is the 2008 recipient of the 
prestigious Jane Jacobs’ Award, given annually to a 
person who makes Toronto a better place to live. Saul 
has worked for several non-profit organizations, in 
government, and in the labour movement. He is a 
Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal award winner for 
significant contribution to Canada. Under his guidance 

over the past twelve years, The Stop has become an international leader in 
the fight to eradicate hunger and to build healthier, self sufficient and 
sustainable communities. 

Relevant Website: http://www.thestop.org

Gabriel Schwaderer, Executive Director, Euronatur, Germany

Gabriel graduated university with a Geography Degree. 
He has more than 20 years of experience in protected 
area management, nature conservation, and sustainable 
regional development. Gabriel has specialized 
knowledge in the areas of landscape ecology, 
conservation of large carnivores, creating strategies for 
regional sustainable development and the 

management of land purchase programmes in Eastern and Central Europe. 
He has published several articles in scientific and popular journals about 
nature conservation and the protection of the Balkan Green Belt.

Relevant Website: http://www.euronatur.org/EuroNatur-News.english.0.html

Sri Sethuratnam, Program Manager, FarmStart, Ontario

Sri has a Master’s Degree in Capacity Development and 
Extension. He has worked in agriculture for twenty years, 
as a farmer in India, as a soil conservationist in Brunei, and 
now as a Program Manager for FarmStart. He is a 
proponent of traditional management practices in 
agriculture and resource management, and of integrating 
traditional approaches into modern farming methods.

Relevant Website: http://www.farmstart.ca/

Chandra Sharma, Watershed Specialist and Senior Manager Climate 
Programs, Toronto Region Conservation Authority, Ontario

Chandra is a Professional Planner with over 12 years of 
experience in the environmental field. In her current 
role at the Toronto Region Conservation Authority 
(TRCA), Chandra is leading multi-partner initiatives such 
as Climate Consortium for Research Action and 
Integration (CC-RAI), Pearson Eco- Business Zone (North 
America’s largest 12,000 ha of industrial and commercial 
area) and collaborative watershed management 

programs. Chandra is former Board Member of Ontario Nature and is 
actively involved with Canadian Institute of Planners’ International initiatives. 

Relevant website: http://www.trca.on.ca/

Dr. Rick Smith, Executive Director, Environmental Defence, Ontario

Rick is a prominent Canadian environmentalist and 
author. He co-authored a Canadian and Australian 
bestselling book, Slow Death by Rubber Duck: The 
Secret Danger of Everyday Things, a surprising look at 
common pollutants and the ease with which they 
accumulate in the human body. With a Ph.D. in biology 
and a stint as Chief of Staff to one of Canada’s major 

political parties, Rick’s career has been equal parts science and policy and 
he has spearheaded efforts to achieve important new environmental and 
health protections.

Relevant Website: http://environmentaldefence.ca/

Lori Stahlbrand, Founder and President of 
Local Food Plus (LFP), Ontario

Before launching LFP, Lori was a well-known journalist 
with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, a food 
policy consultant, a university professor, and the 
co-author of the bestselling book, Real Food For A 
Change. She has been a member of the City of Toronto’s 
Food Policy Council and the Ontario Minister of 
Agriculture’s Strategic Advisory Committee. In 2008, Lori 

received a “Woman of the Earth” Award from the Yves Rocher Foundation. 
Under her leadership LFP has won several awards.

Relevant Website: http://localfoodplus.ca/

Dr. Henrik Vejre, Professor, Forest and Landscape Department, 
University of Copenhagen, Denmark

Henrik Vejre, Ph.D., is an Associate Professor in 
Landscape Ecology at Forest and Landscape at the 
University of Copenhagen. Since 1998 Henrik has been 
teaching and conducting research in landscape 
management and landscape ecology at the University. 
Henrik is the leading expert in planning and the 
management of the open space around Copenhagen, 

the capital of Denmark.

Relevant Website: http://www.ku.dk/english/

Rodrigo Victor, Director-General, São Paulo State Forest Institute, Brazil

Rodrigo has a Bachelor’s Degree in Forest Engineering 
from the University of São Paulo. He worked for thirteen 
years at the Secretariat of the São Paulo City Green Belt 
Biosphere Reserve, and since 2009 he has been the 
Director-General of the São Paulo Forest Institute. 
Rodrigo has implemented a number of projects and 
initiatives including territorial planning for 

environmental conservation, and eco-job training for disadvantaged 
peri-urban youth communities. He has participated in international projects 
and working groups on sustainable development issues.

Relevant Website: http://www.iflorestal.sp.gov.br/

Biographies Biographies
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Peter Waine, Chair, Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE), 
United Kingdom

In addition to his current chairmanship of CPRE Peter is 
a former chairman of The Tree Council and of Brogdale 
Horticultural Trust. Peter has worked for both 
manufacturing companies and professional firms. He is 
the author of The Board Game, and co-author of two 
books, The Independent Board Director, and Takeover, 
the acclaimed business novel which reached number 

7 in the Bestsellers.

Relevant Websites: http://www.cpre.org.uk/home; http://www.hansongreen.co.uk/

Pam Warhurst, CBE, Chair, Forestry Commission GB, Co-founder, 
Incredible Edible Todmorden and Chair, Pennine Prospects, 
United Kingdom

Pam has previously served as a member on the Board of 
Natural England, where she was the lead working on the 
Countryside & Rights of Way Bill. She is a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Arts & Manufacturing, and has been 
Deputy Chair and Acting Chair of the Countryside 
Agency, leader of Calderdale Council, a board member of 
Yorkshire Forward, and Chair of the National Countryside 

Access Forum and the Calderdale NHS Trust. Pam was awarded Commander 
of the Order of the British Empire in 2005 for services to the environment.

Relevant Websites: http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
http://www.incredible-edible-todmorden.co.uk/
http://www.pennineprospects.co.uk/

Klaus Wichert, Head of the Environment Department, 
Frankfurt-RheinMain, Germany

Klaus Wichert studied forestry in Göttingen. In 1985 he 
became Commissioner for Environment Protection of 
the city of Dietzenbach. Since 1990, he has served the 
city of Frankfurt and has been very involved in the 
GrünGürtel project. In 1994 he became chief of the 
Frankfurt Environmental Agency. He is also a manager of 
several companies, involved with the Regionalpark 

RheinMain project.

Relevant Website: http://www.frankfurt.de/sixcms/detail.php?id=3066

Dr. Will Williams, Former Programme Director, Natural Economy 
Northwest, United Kingdom

Will has worked for UK conservation agencies for 
more than 30 years. Most recently, he retired as 
Director for Natural Economy Northwest, a regional 
partnership in North West England. He has also 
worked closely with business and the voluntary 
environmental sector, including being a trustee of the 
John Muir trust. He now chairs the Cumbria Third 

Sector Network of voluntary, community and social enterprise 
organisations and is an adviser for the National Trust. His professional 
qualifications are in geology, ecology and planning, with a research 
doctorate on vegetation changes in NW Scotland since the last Ice Age.

Relevant Websites: http://www.naturaleconomynorthwest.co.uk/; www.bit.
ly/givaluationtoolkit

Dr. Mark Winfield, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Environmental 
Studies, York University, Ontario

Mark is an Assistant Professor of Environmental 
Studies as well as Coordinator of the joint Master of 
Environmental Studies/Juris Doctor program offered 
in conjunction with Osgoode Hall Law School. In the 
past Mark has been Program and Policy Director with 
the Pembina Institute and Director of Research with 
the Canadian Institute for Environmental Law and 

Policy. Mark has a Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Toronto. 
He has published extensively on Canadian environmental law and policy 
issues.

Relevant Website: http://www.yorku.ca/web/index.htm

Banner Exhibit

The 27 banners displayed throughout the Conference venue are all a part 
of the banner exhibit illustrating both International Greenbelts and some of 
the exciting projects occurring in Ontario’s Greenbelt by the Friends of the 
Greenbelt Foundation grantees. We are delighted to share these exciting 
displays with delegates and hope you find the time to look at each unique 
banner. 

International Greenbelts Featured:
“Iron Curtain Green Belt”, Germany
London’s Metropolitan Green Belt, United Kingdom
Melbourne’s Green Wedges, Australia
Agricultural Land Reserve, British Columbia, Canada
São Paulo City Green Belt Biosphere Reserve, Brazil
GrünGürtel Frankfurt, Germany
European Green Belt
Copenhagen Green Wedges, Denmark
National Capital Greenbelt-Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Mazovia Region, Poland
Peri-Urban Regions Platform Europe
Green Heart, Netherlands
Ontario’s Greenbelt, Ontario, Canada

Ontario Greenbelt Projects Featured:
Ontario Greenbelt Alliance
The Holland Marsh Growers’ Association
Local Food Plus
Royal Botanical Gardens-Cootes to Escarpment
Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association
Bike Train
FarmStart
Niagara Escarpment Commission
Vineland Research and Innovation Centre
FoodShare
TVO Kids
Niagara Discovery Routes
Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation
The David Suzuki Foundation

Biographies



33

Program Extras Venue and Area Information

Global Greenbelts Conference Local Solutions to Global Challenges32         

Reel Greenbelt Awards Reception

The first evening reception of the Conference, March 22nd, celebrates Ontario talent, with Municipal Affairs and Housing 
Minister Rick Bartolucci and the Municipal Leaders for the Greenbelt. 

The Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation is actively involved in fostering civic engagement in and around the Greenbelt. As part 
of those efforts, we hosted a Youth Video Competition to provide a creative means for Ontario youth, ages 16-29, to share 
personal experiences and thoughts about Ontario’s Greenbelt. Contestants were asked to create 30-60 second public service 
announcements, providing them with an opportunity to showcase their talent and views. 

Celebrity judges for the Competition included environmental activist Severn Cullis-Suzuki, featured director during the 2010 
Toronto International Film Festival Michael McGowan, and Breakfast Television producer Mohit Rajhans. 

The winners of the Competition are: 

                1st Place:  “Ontario’s Greenbelt: The Full Story” 
                2nd Place:  “Little Greenhorn”
                3rd Place:  “We Make Carrots”
                4th Place:  “A Greenbelt Celebration”

A special thank you to all the other contestants who submitted videos. The videos can be viewed at www.youtube.com/
OntarioGreenbelt 

A special performance will be given by Canadian singer-songwriter Sarah Harmer. Sarah, a strong proponent of protecting 
the Niagara Escarpment, released her fifth album in 2010, Oh Little Fire and is a nominee for three 2011 Juno awards. 

March 23rd Luncheon Comedy Performance

We are pleased to welcome The Second City for lunch on March 23rd. It is the leading brand in improv-based sketch comedy 
with theatres in Chicago and Toronto, training centers in those cites as well as Hollywood, 11 full time touring ensembles, 
as well as theatricals division and television and film operations. The Second City will take an irreverent look at greenbelts, 
municipal planners, and environmentalists.

Sarah Harmer

Currently on display at Harbourfront Centre is an innovative Greenbelt 
inspired photo collection, Beyond Imaginings. The exhibit showcases 
eight emerging contemporary photographers in 72 large scale images that 
document their exploration of Ontario’s Greenbelt. Each photographer has 
been chosen to explore three specific areas of importance to the Greenbelt: 
Working in the Land; Natural Beauty; and, People of the Greenbelt. If you 
have some extra time before, during, or after the Conference we strongly 
encourage delegates to visit this exciting local attraction. 

While staying in Toronto you may find the following information helpful: 

Public Transit (TTC): Adult cash fare is $3, tokens (5 for $12.50) and day passes 
($10) can be purchased at subway stations and authorized resellers. There 
are 2 streetcars (#509 and #510) that run east/west along Queens Quay. The 
eastbound streetcar will take you to Union Station where you can connect to 
the subway system. More information can be found at: www.ttc.ca

Toronto Events and Activities: For general information of what’s 
happening in Toronto visit www.toronto.com

The Radisson Admiral Hotel

The Radisson Admiral Hotel Toronto-Harbourfront is the home of 
Greenbelts: Local Solutions for Global Challenges. The venue’s central 
location provides easy access for all our local, regional, national, and 
international delegates. The Hotel provides a prime view of Lake Ontario; 
one of the five Great Lakes forming the largest group of freshwater lakes 
on Earth. The Hotel is able to provide information on area shopping, 
attractions, taxi, and other services. Please inquire at the front desk during 
your stay. 

Address: 249 Queens Quay West, Toronto, Ontario M5J 2N5 
Phone Number: (416) 203-3333

Located to the east of the Radisson is the Harbourfront Centre. 
Harbourfront is an innovative non-profit cultural organization that creates 
events and activities of excellence that enliven, educate, and entertain a 
diverse public. The Harbourfront Centre is the venue for the Reception and 
Dinner on March 23rd, 2011.

 Address: 235 Queens Quay West, Toronto, Ontario M5J 2G8
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About Ontario’s Greenbelt

Established in 2005 by provincial legislation, Ontario’s Greenbelt is 1.8 million acres of green space, farmland, 
vibrant communities, forests, wetlands, and watersheds. The area covered by the Greenbelt is within the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe Region and extends along the shoreline of Lake Ontario from Niagara Falls to Peterborough and 
includes the Toronto metropolitan area. This area is home to a culturally and ethnically diverse population of over 
8 million residents and is one of the fastest growing regions in North America.

The Greenbelt includes significant natural heritage features, as well as open spaces, parklands, and trails which 
support recreational activities. Agriculture is the dominant land use in the Greenbelt, with some 7,000 farms, and is 
an important part of the Ontario economy.. 

The Greenbelt gives back to Ontario residents, providing $5.4 billion to Ontario’s economy through farming and 
food production, and $2.6 billion in ecosystem services annually.

About the Foundation

The Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation, a charitable organization, is dedicated to promoting and sustaining the 
Greenbelt as a beneficial, valuable, and permanent feature, enhancing the quality of life for all Ontario residents.

The Foundation’s vision is a vibrant and healthy Greenbelt with a protected and restored natural environment, a 
strong and successful countryside, a robust agricultural sector, and a pattern of urban development that supports 
the Greenbelt. As a grant-making organization, the Foundation is working with grantees to help farmers in the 
Greenbelt be more successful; to protect and enhance natural features; and to help strengthen local economies.

To learn more about the Foundation, please visit www.greenbelt.ca

After the Conference: Continue Learning

To download resource materials and to continue learning after the Conference visit the Global Greenbelts 
Conference website. A list of speakers and their presentations can also be found there. 

Visit: www.globalgreenbeltsconference.ca 

Contact Us

Greenbelts: Local Solutions for Global Challenges has been brought to you by the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation.

The Foundation can be contacted at:

68 Scollard Street, Suite 201
Toronto, Ontario
M5R 1G2
416-960-0001
info@greenbelt.ca

Greener Possibilities: Our Green Conference

The Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation is committed to maximizing the 
amount of local food on the Conference menu. Ontario’s Greenbelt 
contains over one million acres of the most fertile farmland in the country 
and has an abundance of products ranging from fruit and vegetables, to 
meats, dairy, wine grapes and specialty crops. 

Some of the steps the Foundation has taken to minimize its environmental 
footprint during the Conference include: serving beverages in jugs/pitchers; 
the removal of unnecessary disposable items (e.g., plastic straws, sugar 
packers, and plastic stirrers); using reusable kitchenware (e.g., ceramic plates, 
stainless steel cutlery, and linen); and, the composting of organic waste. 

The Green Team has selected materials that have minimal impact on 
the environment by being composed of recyclable, sustainable, or 
biodegradable materials. The name badges for delegates are re-used, 
donated by Green Living from previous events, and the badge holders are 
made of biodegradable PLA plastic (made from corn), and the lanyards 
from Eco-spun, a fibre made of 100% recycled soda/water bottles. 

The primary Conference venue, the Radisson Admiral Hotel, is part of the 
Green Key Eco-Rating Program and has received a three key rating. The 
Green Key Eco-Rating Program is a graduated rating system, where five is 
the highest, designed to recognize hotels committed to improving their 
environmental performance. 

The Foundation is working with ClimateCare to offset emissions related to 
the Conference, including: paper use/waste generation, the transportation 
of goods/food, site visits, and air and ground travel to/from the Conference. 
Additionally, Bullfrog Power will inject carbon-free power into Ontario’s 
electricity grid to match the amount of electricity used by the Conference. 

The Conference Program you are reading right now has been printed on 
FSC Certified, 100% Post-Consumer Waste Paper, uses vegetable-oil based 
inks, and has been produced using Bullfrog Powered Renewable Energy. 
This translates into environmental savings per program of: 1.54 trees; 1,065 
gallons of water; 350 lbs of air emissions; and 135 lbs of solid waste. 

Warsaw, Mazovia Region, Poland

Ontario Greenbelt
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3rd Floor

Venue Floor Plan

4th Floor

Aeroplan – Canada’s Primer Coalition 
Loyalty Program

Bullfrog Power – Bullfrog Power is 
Canada’s 100% green electricity provider, 
offering a clean, renewable electricity 
choice

Green Living – A Canadian publication 
and portal offering information about 
organics, health, the environment, and 
eco-consumer products

Steam Whistle Brewing – Brewed at 
The Roundhouse, home of the steam 
locomotives that helped pioneer our 
nation, brings you authentically 
crafted Pilsner

Henry of Pelham Family Estate Winery – 
Niagara winery producing  since 1988, 
and founding member of Vinters Quality 
Assurance (VQA)

Southbrook Vineyards - Niagara winery 
producing Organic wines and following   
LEED-Gold Standards

Taste of Nature – Producer of 
Go Ontario Bars

Consulate General of the Federal 
Republic of Germany

Consulate General of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands

Consulate General of the Republic of 
Poland

Mountain Equipment Co-op – Providing 
quality gear and excellent value to its 
customers

Plan B Organic – A CSA committed to 
growing delicious, high quality organic 
vegetables, herbs and fruits

Cooper’s Farm & Maze – A CSA that is 
certified as a LFP, local sustainable, food 
producer

Thank You

To all the Staff of the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation, Minister Bradley, Minister Bartolucci, Margaret Atwood, Ron 
Williamson, Sarah Harmer, Severn Cullis-Suzuki, Michael McGowan, Mohit Rajhans, Blacklily Creative, our generous 
sponsors, rapporteurs and other volunteers, banner exhibit partners, site visit partners, Graduate students in Urban-
Regional Planning at York University, Thistletown Collegiate, Harbourfront Centre, the Radisson Admiral Hotel, 
speakers, and delegates, we would like to thank you for making Greenbelts: Local Solutions for Global Challenges 
such a success. A special thank you to: the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation Board Members, 
Kathy Macpherson, Elissa Hermolin, and Sharon Sam.

Burkhard Mausberg
President
Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation

Sponsors

Many thanks to our Conference Sponsors:
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Front and Back Cover Photo Credits: 
Front Cover main: São Paulo City Green Belt Biosphere Reserve
Front Cover smaller photos left to right: London Metropolitan Green Belt-United Kingdom, Melbourne Green Wedges-Australia, Agricultural Land Reserve-British Columbia
Back Cover: Jean-Luc Rigaux, Rhône Alpes, France – PURPLE Member




