
PRESS RELEASE

Dinner Belles and Lee Reed to Perform at
2012 Greenbelt Harvest Picnic

Call for Volunteers, Farmers, Visual Artists,
Food and Craft Vendors

Saturday September 1, 2012

Gates at 11AM x Show at 12PM

Christie Lake Conservation Area
1002 Highway #5 West

Dundas, Ontario

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!!

Tickets available online at www.ticketmaster.ca,

Ticketmaster outlets or by calling 1-855-872-5000
or at Picks and Sticks, 140 Locke Street South, Hamilton or

Dr. Disc, 20 Wilson Street, Hamilton

HAMILTON, CANADA(July 7, 2012): Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation and September Seventh

Entertainment Limited are pleased to announce local artists Lee Reed and the Dinner Belles

have been added to the 2012 Greenbelt Harvest Picnic performer line up. This year’s event also

includes performances by Feist, Emmylou Harris, Daniel Lanois, Gord Downie & The Sadies,
Sarah Harmer, Mix Master Mike, Jesse Cook, Brady L. Blade, Sr. and the Hallelujah Train which

takes place on Saturday September 1st at Christie Lake Conservation Area in Dundas, Ontario.

http://www.ticketmaster.ca/


Gates open at 11AM and show starts at 12PM. The event serves to create awareness for local

farmers and the eat local movement.

Lee Reed is one of Hamilton’s most prolific hip-hop artists. He is a political MC whose lyrics are

steeped in righteousness and often speak out against corruption, consumerism and
environmental issues. Reed’s latest independent LP, Emergency Broadcast, was released in 2011
and it spent 4 weeks at #1 on the Hamilton charts; had frequent airplay on CBC Radio3 and

Radio2; and garnered glowing praise from music journalists across Canada.

The Dinner Belles are an alt-country band also from Hamilton. The band consists of veteran

musicians including Brandon Bliss (Monster Truck), Scott Bell(Crimson Jimson), Greg Brisco

(Ginger St. James/Teenage Head), Brad Germain (Marble Index), Melanie Pothier, Terra

Lightfoot and Jonathan Ely Cass . With their first release,West Simcoe County, the Dinner Belles
won New Artist/Group of the Year as well as Alternative Country Recording of the Year at the

2011 ArcelorMittal Dofasco Hamilton Music Awards.

The Greenbelt Harvest Picnic is also putting the call out for farmers, visual artists, craft and food

vendors who wish to sell and/or display their goods at this year’s event. Last year’s event

included over 50 vendors. Organizers are also accepting applications from people looking to

volunteer for a variety of positions. Applications forms for vendors and volunteers can be found

at www.harvestpicnic.ca.

Feist will headline this year’s edition of the Greenbelt Harvest Picnic. Her latest album, Metals,
was released in October 2011 and met with critical acclaim including being called the #1 album

of the year by the New York Times and Artist of the Year at the Juno's. Daniel Lanois, who co-
curates the festival, was inducted into the Canadian Music Hall of Fame earlier this year. Lanois

is currently working on a solo album for release in the Spring of 2013 as well as a soundtrack

project for acclaimed film director Terrance Malick. Lanois’ production career began with the

founding of local and legendary Grant Avenue Studio and gained industry accolades through his

work with ambient innovator Brian Eno and U2.

Tickets are available online at www.ticketmaster.ca, all Ticketmaster outlets or by calling 1-855-

872-5000. Tickets can also be purchased at Picks and Sticks, located at 140 Locke Street South in

Hamilton or at Dr. Disc located at 20 Wilson Street in Hamilton. Tickets will also be available at

Christie Lake on show day only (subject to availability). For more information, please visit
www.harvestpicnic.ca.

Ontario’s Greenbelt is over 1.8 million acres of green space, farmland, vibrant communities,

forests, wetlands, and watersheds – all permanently protected by world-leading legislation. In

return, the Greenbelt gives back much to Ontario, $9.1 billion in economic benefits and $2.6

billion in ecosystem services annually.

The Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation works to help farmers in the Greenbelt be more

successful; to protect and enhance natural features; and to strengthen local economies. For

more information about the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation, please visit

www.greenbelt.ca.

http://www.harvestpicnic.ca/
http://www.ticketmaster.ca/
http://www.harvestpicnic.ca/
http://www.greenbelt.ca/


Christie Lake is a natural paradise, boasting 830 acres of hiking trails, picnic areas, fishing ponds

and beaches. The Greenbelt Harvest Picnic is designed to raise awareness about the importance

of the region’s local conservation lands, the arts, local agriculture and home gardening. Concert

goers will also be able to enjoy a local farmers market, horticultural workshops, art vendors,

food and beverage areas, fishing, swimming and good old fashioned picnicking.

- # # # -

Please scroll down for the following items:

x Artist Biographies, Links & Photos

x Information on the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation

x Park and Event Attractions and Amenities

For more information or to arrange artist interviews, please send request and credentials via

email to:

Jean-Paul Gauthier

September Seventh Entertainment Limited

jpg@hamiltonmusicawards.com
(905) 383-4005

For information about farmers market, food and beverage vendor applications, please contact:

Ashley Allan

Ashley.Allan@conservationhamilton.ca

(905) 525-2181 xt 140

For more information about the Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation, please visit:

www.greenbelt.ca.

mailto:jpg@hamiltonmusicawards.com
mailto:Ashley.Allan@conservationhamilton.ca
http://www.greenbelt.ca/


Artists

Feist

For nearly a decade, Leslie Feist did not stop moving. Her 2004 Juno award winning album Let It
Die led right into 2007’s The Reminder, which earned her four Grammy nominations, six Juno

wins, the Shortlist Music Prize, and the opportunity to teach Muppets to count on Sesame

Street. She made her Saturday Night Live debut and toured the world. She covered an album

with Beck, recorded with Wilco and watched Stephen Colbert shimmy in a sequined “1234”

jumpsuit, and made a documentary about her visual collaborators on The Reminder. Her latest
album,Metals, was released in October 2011 and met with critical acclaim including being called

the #1 album of the year by the New York Times and Artist of the Year at the Juno's.

For more information on Feist, please visit: www.listentofeist.com

http://www.listentofeist.com/


Emmylou Harris

Already celebrated as a discoverer and interpreter of other artists’ songs, 12-time Grammy

Award winner Emmylou Harris has, in the last decade, gained admiration as much for her

eloquently straightforward songwriting as for her incomparably expressive singing. On Hard

Bargain, her third Nonesuch disc, she offers 11 original songs—three of them co-written with

Grammy– and Oscar–winning composer Will Jennings—that touch on the autobiographical

while reaching for the universal. She recalls the storied time she spent with her mentor Gram

Parsons (“The Road”) and composes a sweet remembrance of the late singer-songwriter Kate

McGarrigle (“Darlin’ Kate”) and the time they spent together, right up to the end.

Harris locates poignancy and fresh meaning in events both historical and personal. On “My

Name Is Emmett Till” she recounts a violent, headline-making story from the civil rights era in a
heartbreakingly plain-spoken narrative, told from the murdered victim’s perspective; on

“Goodnight Old World,” she fashions a bittersweet lullaby to her newly born grandchild,

contrasting a grown-up’s world-weariness with a baby’s wide-eyed wonder. “Big Black Dog,”

with its loping canine-like rhythms, is also a true tale, about a black lab mix named Bella. Harris,

who runs a dog shelter called Bonaparte’s Retreat on her property, rescued Bella from the

Nashville Metro pound and provided an especially happy ending to her story: “She

goes on the tour bus with me now, along with another one of my rescues. I think of all the years

on the road I wasted without a dog. They make it so much more pleasant. I’m making up for lost

time now, that’s for sure.”

Few in pop or country music have achieved such honesty or revealed such maturity in their

writing. Forty years into her career, Harris shares the hard-earned wisdom that—hopefully if not

inevitably—comes with getting older, though she’s never stopped looking ahead. The candor of

Harris’s words is matched by a simple, elegantly rendered production from Jay Joyce (Patty

Griffin, Jack Ingram, Cage the Elephant), with whom she’d previously recorded a theme for the

romantic drama, Nights in Rodanthe. While Harris’s acclaimed 2008 All I Intended to Be was
recorded intermittently over a span of three years and featured an all-star cast of musician

friends, including Dolly Parton, Vince Gill, and the McGarrigles, Hard Bargain was cut in a mere

four weeks last summer at a Nashville studio, with only Harris, Joyce, and multi-instrumentalist
Giles Reaves. Joyce gets big results from this strikingly small combo: Harris played acoustic



guitars and overdubbed all the harmonies; Joyce layered shimmering electric guitar parts;

Reaves—employing piano, pump organ, and synths as well as playing percussion—conjured

gorgeous atmospherics, often giving these tracks, as Harris puts it, “a floaty, dreamy quality.”

“It’s such a beautifully realized sound,” says Harris. “We didn’t have the need for anyone else
given how versatile Giles and Jay are. We became our own little family in the studio. We cut very

simply, with just maybe a click and whatever they wanted to play and me on an acoustic guitar,

going for that vocal and that feel, right to the heart of the matter. After we got a track, there

were all those lovely brush strokes they were able to add to it later on. I particularly love the

guitar part Jay put on ‘My Name Is Emmett Till.’ It’s a simple part but it just breaks my heart

whenever I hear it. It’s like a cry from heaven or something. Jay works really fast but he puts so

much thought into what he does. I’ve been very lucky to work with so many great producers

over the years and now I guess it was time to increase the stable.”

On “The Road,” with its layers of reverb-doused electric guitars and harmony-packed chorus,
Harris addresses, more forthrightly than she’s ever done in song, the short, life-altering period

when she worked with country-rock pioneer Parsons. She and Joyce agreed this rousing number

should open the disc, and its theme of coming to terms with the past sets the tone for much of

what follows. Explains Harris, “I think you get to a certain point in your life where you do gaze

back over the years and it’s sort of a celebration or a thank-you for the fact that you cross paths

with people who change you forever. Certainly Gram did that; I did come down walking in his

shoes and trying to carry on for him. So I really just told that story the way I see it in my mind,

the brief time we had and how I couldn’t imagine that Gram wouldn’t be around forever. Life

goes on and unfolds before you, but those people and those events that change you forever are

always with you. It was an important event that determined the trajectory of my life and, more
than anything, of my work.”

Throughout the disc, Harris contrasts the comforts of long-time companionship with the rigors,

and just maybe the rewards, of a more solitary life. The title of “The Ship on His Arm” was

borrowed from a Terry Allen drawing that Guy Clark’s wife had given Harris a copy of, and the

lyrics were inspired by the story of Harris’s own parents, whose marriage was tested when her

Marine father went missing in action during the Korean War: “I made up a story about a young

couple who were separated and finally reunited. It’s a tip of the hat to the experience I had as a

child, though I can’t imagine what my mother and father were actually going through. I just saw

this extraordinary love. I don’t know what they went through to make it even stronger, but they
were incredibly in love for 50 years. That’s had a huge influence on me and this song was a

roundabout way of telling a little bit of their story—even though my father never had a tattoo.”

She chuckles. “The imagery was just too irresistible.”

“Lonely Girl” and Nobody,” which offer markedly different takes on the single life, both began as

melodies without words, while Harris was sketching out songs in her Nashville home months

before she went into the studio. “Lonely Girl,” about woman still yearning for someone else

even at the end of her life, “started with me noodling around in that open tuning. It kind of

wrote itself. Having the melody carried me to the end.” Similarly, “Nobody” —whose subject

finds herself ready to face, and embrace, the world on her own—evolved out of a chorus Harris
had dreamed up: “Once again, choruses are my friend. I had this machine where I could put

those harmonies on and I liked the way they spread out like a horn section.”



With her impeccable ear for a great song, Harris found two cover tunes to complete the album,

musically and thematically. The sparsely arranged title track, a song Harris had been coveting for

a while, comes from Canadian singer-songwriter Ron Sexsmith and describes a lover, friend, or

even a guardian angel who repeatedly pulls someone back from the brink of falling apart. Says

Harris, “I’m just grateful to have discovered the song. It was there for the plucking. Jay really
loved it too and then we ended up calling the album Hard Bargain because it just seemed to tie

everything together. The people in your life, and the joy of life, will always bring you back no

matter what, and I think that’s echoed in every song in a way. I may be stretching things a little

bit but if you had to, ‘Hard Bargain’ would sum up this particular song cycle.”

Joyce’s own luminous “Cross Yourself” serves as a hopeful, ethereal album closer, with a subtly

spiritual undertone in its spare lyrics; Harris calls it “the perfect ‘dot dot dot’ song—you know,

to be continued.”

And that’s perhaps the overarching message of Hard Bargain: The music, like life, will go on.

For more information on Emmylou Harris, please visit: www.emmylouharris.com

http://www.emmylouharris.com/


Daniel Lanois

One of the world’s most influential music producers – a shaper of albums by U2, Neil Young,

Peter Gabriel and Bob Dylan - Daniel Lanois is also the world’s best arguments for working from

home. From the time he started his own record studio at age 17 in his mother’s laundry room in

Ancaster, Ontario, to his storied home studio in Silver Lake, California (where he recorded Neil

Young’s Le Noise in 2010), wherever Lanois hangs his hat is ground zero for great music.

Best known for his fateful and fruitful collaboration with the eclectic Brian Eno,
performer/producer Lanois first came to the ambient-music pioneer’s attention while still in

Hamilton. There, Lanois produced albums by Canadian stars from Martha & The Muffins to Ian

Tyson to Raffi. While recording in Lanois’ studio, Eno saw his talent and the two of them began

sharing sound manipulation techniques. Soon they became partners, co-producing U2’s The

Unforgettable Fire and Peter Gabriel’s soundtrack for the movie Birdy. The U2 relationship

would continue with The Joshua Tree (again, co-produced with Eno) and Achtung Baby, the

latter of which earned Lanois a Grammy.

Lanois’ ‘big’ and ‘live’ drum sound, atmospheric guitars, and ambient reverb soon became must-

have audio for the biggest names in music. Bono recommended Lanois to Bob Dylan in the late
1980s, which led to the production of Dylan’s Oh Mercy. Eight years later, Dylan and Lanois

worked together on Time Out of Mind, which won a Grammy Award for Album of the Year in

1997. Most recently, Daniel teamed up with U2, and Brian Eno once again for the band’s 2009

album No Line on the Horizon.

Lanois has been honored with seven Grammy wins, and four nominations, including one for

Peter Grabriel’s So. Wrecking Ball, his collaboration with Emmylou Harris, won a 1996 Grammy

Award for Best Contemporary Folk. In 2005, Lanois was inducted into Canada’s Walk of Fame.



Along with his world-class producing cred, Lanois is a songwriter, musician, and recording artist,

adept at guitar, pedal steel, and drums. Artists covering his songs have included Dave Matthews,

Willie Nelson and Emmylou Harris. He has collaborated with Canadian talents such as The

Tragically Hip, Crash Vegas and Hothouse Flowers, as well as with Australia's Midnight Oil for a
one-off single “Land” to protest B.C. forest clear-cutting.

In October 2009, Lanois teamed up with drummer Brian Blade, bassist Daryl Johnson, and multi-

instrumentalist/singer Trixie Whitley to create a project called Black Dub. In 2010, the band

released a self-titled album, and toured extensively in North America and Europe. Daniel is

currently working on a solo album for release in the Spring of 2013 as well as a soundtrack

project for acclaimed film director Terrance Malick. In March of 2012 he was inducted to the

Canadian Music and Broadcast Industry Hall of Fame, his relevance and contribution to the

evolution of the music industry continues to grow.

For more information on Daniel Lanois, please visit: www.daniellanois.com

http://www.daniellanois.com/


Gord Downie and The Sadies

While the occupation that Gord Downie lists on his passport is "musician", he could just as easily

have cited "songwriter", "poet", "video director", or even, existentially speaking, "restless
spirit". "I enjoy the process of writing to a fault," he admits. "I love doing the work. I love solving

the puzzle."

Gord Downie, lead vocalist and lyricist of The Tragically Hip, has thrilled audiences around the

world for the past two decades, with their live performances and records. The Hip’s thirteenth

studio album, “Now For Plan A” is due for release in the fall of 2012. Gord has also enjoyed great

success with his three solo albums, Coke Machine Glow (2001) (in which he also released a book
of poetry by the same name), Battle of the Nudes (2003) and most recently The Grand Bounce
(2010). Canadian indie rock band, The Sadies, perform with Downie at the 2012 Greenbelt

Harvest Picnic.

For more information on Gord Downie please visit: http://gorddownie.com

http://gorddownie.com/


Sarah Harmer

In 2005, Sarah Harmer co-founded Protecting Escarpment Rural Land (PERL), a community

group dedicated to protecting and enhancing Burlington’s Niagara Escarpment and rural lands in
the region of Halton, Ontario. PERL seeks to help create an Ontario Sustainable Aggregate

Resources Act to ensure that quarrying provides the highest degree of environmental protection

possible and embraces the Ontario Environment Commissioner’s recommendations for reform.

Sarah has engaged in a series of activities that have led to the designation of a new, provincially

significant, wetland complex and increased community awareness, inspiring people to take

action and speak out about aggregate (sand, gravel, shale) extraction. In support of the Niagara

Escarpment, a UNESCOWorld Biosphere, and under serious threat from the aggregate industry,

Sarah launched a seven city, all acoustic, “I Love the Escarpment Tour” in 2005. Using tour

footage, Sarah worked with film maker Andy Keen to produce “Escarpment Blues”, winning the
2007 Juno Award for Music DVD of the Year and educating Canadians to the importance of

protecting the Niagara Escarpment and rural lands across Canada.

Raising awareness about the issues of quarrying and increasing the public’s appreciation of the

Escarpment’s unique heritage only demonstrates a portion of Sarah’s commitment to the

environment. Through her music, Sarah has been able to perform in support of such

organizations as the Lake Ontario Water Keepers, Friends of Red Hill Creek, Gravel Watch

Ontario, the David Suzuki Foundation, and the Adrock Algonquins as part of their “Save the

Tree” campaign. In addition to supporting these organizations, Sarah serves on the Toronto

Public Space Committee and the Green Gravel Committee.

Sarah believes that people make a difference when they get involved, so she has spent countless

hours in meetings and giving speeches to help influence the dialogue between the quarry, the

aggregate industry, government agencies and the local community and region. She has spurred

the interest of the media, securing important news coverage on the issues, resulting in

increased community awareness and education. Sarah has raised thousands of dollars to fund

independent studies by PERL, providing valuable scientific research that has led to the

designation of the Grindstone Creek Headwaters Wetland Complex. The designation of this

wetland complex has protected it from quarrying and preserved its natural heritage for future

generations to come.

For more information on Sarah Harmer please visit: www.sarahharmer.com

http://www.sarahharmer.com/


Brady L. Blade, Sr. and the Hallelujah Train

Pastor Blade is tall in statue and has all the characteristics of a Baptist Preacher. His soulful

bellows and melodies have been lifting up parishioners at the Zion Missionary Baptist Church in

Shreveport, Louisiana where he has been pastor for the past 51 years.

Blade was born May 23, 1939, to John and Julia Jones Blade. He was the last of eight siblings,

and considered the runt of the family. He suffered with secondary asthma from birth and until
he turned fifteen, he was never allowed to play sports so he grew up singing.

A graduate fromWiley College, in Marshall, Texas, he has received a Doctorate of Divinity and a

Doctorate of Humane Letter from Southern University.

Blade hosted the Hallelujah Train TV show in the Late 70’s. The show aired on Sunday mornings

and was considered the religious version of Soul Train. Hallelujah Train aired on KSLA, a CBS

affiliated station.

Blade has since gone on to organize a day-treatment centre, a daycare centre and a “House of
Provision” offering, food, shelter, clothing, and a safe haven for those in need.

Blade is married to Dorothy Jean Gardner Blade and has three sons; Brady Jr., Brian, Tommy

Gardner and two grandchildren; Rubylou, Bonnie Raye.



Brian Blade

Blade was born on July 25, 1970 in Shreveport, Louisiana. His mother, Dorothy Blade is a retired

kindergarten teacher and his father, Brady L. Blade, Sr., the pastor of the Zion Baptist Church in

Shreveport. During his childhood, Brian would hear Gospel music in his everyday life, as well as

the music of Al Green, Stevie Wonder, Earth, Wind and Fire, and the Staple Singers. In

elementary school, his music appreciation teacher, Lucy Bond, introduced her students to the

music of Maurice Ravel and in this class, Brian would play the recorder and various melodic

percussion instruments associated with the Carl Orff pedagogy.

From about age nine to age thirteen, Brian played violin in the school orchestra and continued

to play until following in the footsteps of his older brother, Brady l. Blade, Jr. who played the

drums in the Zion church.

During high school, both Brady, Jr. and Brian were students of Dorsey Summerfield, Jr. and

performed as part of Dorsey’s professional group, the Polyphonics. During this time and through

his experience with Mr. Summerfield, Brian began listening to the music of John Coltrane,

Charlie Parker, Miles Davis, Art Blakey, Thelonious Monk, Elvin Jones, and Joni Mitchell.

In 1988, Brian moved to New Orleans to attend Loyola University. It was at this time that Brian
would become friends with Jon Cowherd. Both Brian and Jon were able to study and play with

most of the master musicians living in New Orleans, including: John Vidacovich, Ellis Marsalis,

Steve Masakowski, Bill Huntington, Mike Pellera, John Mahoney, George French, Germaine

Bazzle, David Lee, Jr., Alvin Red Tyler, Tony Dagradi and Harold Battiste.

There were many inspiring musicians living and visiting New Orleans who helped Brian in his

development. Some of these friends are Chris Thomas, Peter Martin, Nicholas Payton, Antoine

Drye, Martin Butler, Delfeayo Marsalis, Joshua Redman, Harry Connick, Jr., Gray Mayfield,

Marcus Roberts, Victor Goines and Daniel Lanois.

The multi-talented young veteran is already widely respected in the jazz world as

drummer/composer/leader of Brian Blade and The Fellowship Band, with whom he has released

three albums. He is also known as the drummer for many heroes of the music world, including

Daniel Lanois, Joni Mitchell, Bob Dylan, Wayne Shorter, Seal, Bill Frisell and Emmylou Harris.



In 1998, Brian and Jon Cowherd began recording their own music with the group Fellowship. The

band members are Chris Thomas, Myron Walden, Kurt Rosenwinkel and Melvin Butler. They

have released 3 albums together – Fellowship and Perceptual, both on Blue Note, and the 2008

Verve recording, Season of Changes.

Since 2000, Brian has been part of the Wayne Shorter Quartet with Danilo Perez and John

Patitucci.

Brian’s first recording as a singer, guitarist and songwriter:Mama Rosa (released in 2009) is a
revealing journey through thirteen songs about family, loved ones, travels and a sense that

these things that shape and inspire us, have to be shared with others to complete a circle. He

has been writing and recording material with words for as long as he's been making music. In

fact,Mama Rosa grew naturally from the four-track home demos that he's recorded over the

years and several of the original performances from those tapes can be heard on this album.

Initially, Blade felt that these songs would never be heard by anyone else, but after
encouragement from longtime friend Daniel Lanois, these home recordings became the

cornerstones for the album.



Mike Master Mike

Named as one of the greatest DJs of all time by USA Today, Mix Master Mike got his initial
itch for vinyl while growing up in San Francisco listening to his uncle's extensive record

collection. Years later, the moment that had the most impact on him was catching

Grandmixer DST on stage with Herbie Hancock.

With his new found love for hip-hop and his foray into the art of scratching, Mike got
involved in the mobile DJ business. Entering Dj competitions, rocking house parties, weddings

and all those other "cutting the chops" type of gigs for experience and exposure.

It was at one of those parties that he met Richard Quitevis, better known as Q-Bert. Q-Bert
wasn't a DJ at the time, but was so impressed with Mike’s scratching technique that it had

the same effect on him as watching Grandmixer DST had for Mike. The following day, Richard

went over to Mike's to watch him practice and it was there that the two quickly became

friends.

In 1992, Mike was the first West Coast DJ to becomeWorld Champion by winning the New

Music Seminar DJ Battle for World Supremacy in New York City. That same year, Mike, DJ

Apollo and Q-Bert, known as the first ever scratch band, won the DMCWorld title.

In 1993, Mike and Q-Bert decided to take the competition to the next level by teaming up as

a scratch duo known as "The Dream Team" and won the title once again.

In 1994, after winning three consecutive world titles and consistently coming out on top,
Mike and Q-Bert were asked to step down from further competition as their domination was

too much for the rest of the pack. The two performed an amazing "farewell" set and were

honored to become DMC judges.

Shortly thereafter, friends and fellow turn tablists Triple Threat - Apollo (Apollo Novicio), D-

Styles (Dave Cuasito)and Shortkut (Jonathan Cruz) - joined Mike and Q-Bert to form the



Invisible Skratch Picklz (ISP), the most influential and recognizable turntablist crew in hip hop

history. Though the ISP no longer exists, the five founders still remain close to this day.

It was a chance meeting at the Rock Steady Anniversary Jam in NYC in 1994 with Adam Yauch

of the Beastie Boys that would propel Mike to the next level. The two exchanged numbers

and Mike often left crazy scratch messages on Adam's answering service. Fellow Beasties

Mario C and Mike D caught on to his scratch message craze and in 1997 requested Mike's

studio work for their multi-platinum album Hello Nasty. Soon after completion of Hello

Nasty's recording, the Beastie Boys offered Mike to become their resident DJ.

For more information on Mix Master Mike please visit: www.mixmastermike.com

http://www.mixmastermike.com/


Jesse Cook

Seven studio albums in fifteen years is, in itself, a measure of Jesse Cook’s artistic success. And,

for this latest recording he wanted to trace rumba flamenco back to its roots in Cuba. His

instincts though got the better of him and he wound up spending time in Bogota, Colombia.

The resulting body of work is sublime, a continuation of Cook’s insatiable appetite for world

music in all its forms.

Loyal fans will be thrilled with “The Rumba Foundation”, as he has entitled the album, while

those who have never before experienced Cook’s creativity will find themselves stamping

their feet to these extraordinary Latin rhythms wondering why they have not experienced

Cook before.

“The Rumba Foundation” continues the journey Jesse Cook has travelled ever since he was first

exposed to rumba flamenco while visiting his father in Arles in the south of France. What other

teenager can lay claim to jamming with The Gypsy Kings on his father’s roof? On this album,

Cook is maturing and his trip to Bogota appears to be time well spent.

“Colombia just took over this project,” the Juno award winning guitarist admits with a

laugh. “So now I describe it as returning to the Americas.”

“I flew down to Colombia and worked with a group called Los Gaiteros de San Jacinto. They won

a Latin Grammy back in 2007. They play traditional music known as Vallenato and they make all

their own instruments by hand including gaitos flutes. I learned these flutes are always played in

pairs and in only one key. They are doing it old school.”

The band members took a lengthy bus ride from their village in northern Colombia to meet their

guest in Bogota. Then, following a dinner of home cooked Ajiaco, a traditional soup of avocado,

chicken and potatoes; they performed an impromptu Vallenato concert right in the living room



of their manager’s house. The visitor was obliged to play some of the songs he wanted to

record with them.

Hearing Cook’s incendiary guitar playing they might well have been bemused wondering how

the two styles would mesh. There really was no structure to this first encounter. Rather, Cook

who also assumed the role of record producer saw this as an opportunity to find a musical

common ground which they would build upon in the studio over the following days.

It’s a similar approach he took when recording the many different rhythms in Egypt, Spain

and elsewhere for his two more recent studio albums “Frontiers and “Nomad” both of

which, it should be noted, quickly climbed to #5 on the Billboard charts.

“If I go down there and teach them what I want them to do what’s the point in going

down? I could just get somebody in Toronto to play it,” he declares. “Half the reason you
go down there, in their own country, their own studio, is that you are bound to bring

something out of it that you would never get in your home country.”

In 2008, Cook dominated both the smooth jazz radio charts with his Top 3 single, Café
Mocha, and the Billboard New Age chart with his #1 album Frontiers, which to date has
spent over 70 weeks in the Top 10.

Earlier this year Acoustic Guitar magazine awarded Jesse the Silver medal in its prestigious

Player’s Choice Awards. Naturally he was delighted to be on the same flamenco podium as

his hero, the legendary Paco de Lucia, who won gold.

“The Rumba Foundation” will enjoy its syndicated world wide premier in Los Angeles via

the prominent jazz station, The Wave, on September 25th. A live performance at L.A.’s

famous Greek Theatre follows.

Though the Colombian adventure features prominently on this disc, as is his custom, Cook

covers a classic and manages to make it his own. This time, its Simon and Garfunkel’s

“Cecilia”. Another noteworthy track is La Rumba D'el Jefe which is a fusion of rumba

flamenca with Cuban son music. “I do honestly think this is my best album ever“, Cook

announces. “I don’t believe that Vallenato and Rumba Flamenco have ever been mixed
before. There are some real magic moments.”

For more information on Jesse Cook please visit: www.jessecook.com

http://www.jessecook.com/


Dinner Belles

What began as a barroom brawl, blossomed into a family of fast friends forged over a mutual

love of folk, country and roots music. The Dinner Belles call Southern Ontario home, and are

all about good vibes and good times. Composed of singers and songwriters, the band mainly

plays their own songs, but also has a large repertoire of country classics.

Brad Germain (Guitarist/Vocalist) comes from successful bands and is currently finishing up

his debut solo CD which is to be released early 2012. Terra Lightfoot (Guitarist/Vocalist),

whose own solo album has been released in the autumn of 2011, has been riding a steady
wave of critical acclaim and popularity. Brandon Bliss (Banjo/Vocals) seems to write some of

the softest, gentlest and drifting melodies in the band. But do not be fooled he’s also the

keyboardist in the ever increasingly popular (and loud) rock band, Monster Truck. Everyone

has history in this band including bassist Scott Bell who was the vocalist and guitarist for the

band Crimson Jimson, keyboardist Greg Brisco has been seen playing with Ginger St. James

and Teenage Head. Melanie Pothier is quiet and unassuming while playing her Mandolin but

she has been a member in more than one Punk/Rock band in her early years (who would

believe it now?). Jonathan Ely Cass brings his experience from playing with M. Mucci and

gives us amazing sense of tone and dynamics.

With all of this history and experience, it is no small wonder that when they get together to

play, it becomes a truly enjoyable experience for not only the listener but the band members

themselves. Seriously, if you have seen them live then you would know that they can’t help

smiling and laughing with each other throughout the performance.

Whatever becomes of the Dinner Belles and wherever they go, they’re sure to leave a lasting

impression, guaranteed.

For more information about the Dinner Belles, please visit: www.myspace.com/dinnerbelles



Lee Reed

Lee Reed is a state-bashing, bank-crashing, mic-eating monster, and a respected veteran of the

Canadian Indie music scene. Best known as the incendiary mouthpiece for the legendary

Warsawpack, Reed has been in the game for nearly 2 decades. Over the years and through

various projects Reed has shared the stage with some serious industry heavyweights, such as

Bad Religion, Fishbone, Saul Williams, Del the Funkee Homosapien, Death from Above, Das

Racist, Buck 65, K-OS, DJ Vadim, DJ Krush, Alexisonfire, Protest the Hero; he has released 4
recordings, that have ridden the national college charts, including his first independent solo

release that spent 6 weeks at #1 on CFMU, and later became the nation's highest ranking

independent release of the month (March 2009); he has had interviews and features on

MuchMusic, CBC Radio & TV, Exclaim!, NOW, The Georgia Straight, Eye, View; he has played the

nation's best festivals.. POP Montreal, Halifax Pop, Hillside, NXNE, CMW, Under the Volcano,

Kazoo!, SCENE; and he has earned a small pile of awards & accolades including CMW Indie

'Urban Artist of the Year' (2003), and HMA 'hip-hop recording of the year' (2009).

Released locally in late 2011, his latest independent LP "Emergency Broadcast" spent 4 weeks at

#1 on the Hamilton charts; had play on CBC Radio3 and Radio2; and garnered glowing praise
frommusic journalists across Canada.

For more information on Lee Reed, please visit: www.leereed.ca

http://www.leereed.ca/


About Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation
About the Greenbelt

The Greenbelt's 1.8 million acres (728,000 hectares) wraps around the Golden Horseshoe and is

vital to the quality of life of Ontarians. It encompasses the Niagara Escarpment, the Oak Ridges

Moraine, Rouge Park, agricultural land, pristine environment, and hundreds of rural towns and

villages.

Where is the Greenbelt?

Established in 2005, the Greenbelt spans 1.8 million acres across Southern Ontario.

The area stretches 325 kilometres from Rice Lake in Northumberland County to the Niagara
River and is about 80 kilometers wide at its widest point.

If you live in Southern Ontario or anywhere in the Golden Horseshoe from Niagara to Durham

and Northumberland to Lake Simcoe, the Greenbelt is close to you – close enough for an easy

day trip.

You can see road signs and trail markers indicating when you are in the Greenbelt. You can also

pick up a 2006/2007 Ontario Road Map to see in detail where to find the Greenbelt.

What is the Greenbelt

Ontario’s Greenbelt is an area of permanently protected green space, farmland, vibrant

communities, forests, wetlands, and watersheds.

It surrounds the province's Golden Horseshoe – the most populated area of Canada, and is vital

to the quality of life in southern Ontario. It’s our protected countryside.

There are over 1.8 million acres in the Greenbelt – an area larger than Prince Edward Island. The

Greenbelt includes the Niagara Escarpment, the Oak Ridges Moraine, and the Rouge Park.

The Greenbelt was created by legislation in February of 2005. The purpose of the Greenbelt is to

protect key environmentally sensitive land and farmlands from urban development and sprawl.



Event and Park Attractions

Harvest Picnic Attractions:

x Farmers Market

x Art Market

x Horticultural Workshops

x Food & Beverage Tents

Christie Lake Attractions:

x Fishing: fully stocked with rainbow trout just for the Harvest Picnic!

x Kids-Only Fishing Pond

x Swimming (unsupervised –no lifeguards)

x Disc Golf

x Hiking

x Canoeing

x Picnicking

x Barbequing (Bring your own Hibachi!)

About Christie Lake:

The concept of the Christie Reservoir was born in 1958 when the newly-formed Spencer

Creek Conservation Authority was searching for solutions to the flooding issues along

the Spencer Creek, especially in Dundas. Land purchases began in 1962 and after years

of study and approvals, construction of the Christie Dam began in May of 1970. The

Christie Dam serves not only to virtually eliminate downstream flooding; it also creates

the recreational lake we know today maintaining a habitat for a wide range of wildlife.

Christie Lake Conservation Area officially opened in June of 1974.

Today, Christie Lake is one of the most beautiful lake settings on the Niagara

Escarpment. Within its 336 hectares (830 acres) are 10 kilometres of trails, a wildlife

management area, wide open spaces, tall grass prairie meadows, forests and a 360

metre sand beach. Visitors may enjoy all the great outdoors has to offer with canoeing,

fishing, swimming, picnicking, hiking, and even cross-country skiing when conditions

permit. For more information on Christie Lake Conservation Area or the Hamilton

Conservation Authority please visit www.conservationhamilton.ca.

http://www.conservationhamilton.ca/

