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Cover photo: Bean is an American Kestrel who came to Mountsberg in January of this year.  American Kestrels are 

the smallest falcon in all of North America!  Due to injury, Bean is blind in one eye and couldn’t survive in the 

wild.  You can adopt Bean through our Adopt a Raptor program.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear friends --  
 

Do you ever find yourself caught up in all the little things in life? And yet when 
you find a quiet moment you can take a step back and see all of the good things that 
are happening all around you?   
 

It’s not easy to slow down and see the ‘big picture’ sometimes – but when you 
do, the big picture looks really great.   
 

I hope you’ll take a few minutes today and see the big picture that you helped us 
create this last year.   
 

It’s a picture with thousands of children with smiles on their faces and their eyes 
wide with wonder as they peer nervously at a hawk or an owl whose beak is only 
inches away from theirs.  
 

It’s a picture of our community with creeks and streams whose waters are clear 
and full of life, and whose banks are rich with shrubs and trees and birds and 
butterflies. 
 

It’s a picture of renewal as we work together to plant small acorns so that one 
day they’ll be forests of great oaks.   

 
And it’s a picture of hope as we care for a small bird in a nest in the hopes that 

one day their song will sing on the winds in every forest we walk.   
 

Thank you for helping draw such a great picture ! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

     Lisa Penny      Brian Hobbs 
 

     Lisa Penny     Brian Hobbs 
    Chair, Board of Directors  Director – Development 
 

 



Here are the little drawings 

that make up the BIG picture  



 
 
 

 

How you helped…(and where) 

 
Conservation Halton 

biologists work to protect   

species at risk in our parks  

 
4,200 students learn 

hands-on lessons to 

conserve water  

 
Wildflower Woods trail, 

boardwalk and educational 

signs completed   
Conservation Halton biologists  

collect seeds to create new  

wetlands and forests at  

Glenorchy Conservation Area  

 
Burlington BlueCreeks Phase 1  

succeeds! Phase 2 steam cleanup,  

fish habitat & other projects  

on the go soon ! 

 
Sage, Cedar and 

Freeway come to the 

Raptor Centre 

 
Seven hundred guests  

enjoy First Nations  

culture at Aboriginal  

Awareness Day  

 
4 new ‘free loft” pens at the 

Raptor Centre mean you can 

see more raptors  

 
Expanded maple syrup 

evaporator building finished 

at Mountsberg so we can 

make maple syrup faster !   

 
New webcam installed at the 

Mountserg reservoir so you can 

watch Ospreys online 

 
The start of the Shrike 

Recovery Project at 

Mountsberg 

 

Burlington 

Oakville 

Milton 



 

Wildflower Woods trail project completed  
 
The Wildflower Woods nature preserve is a haven for nature in Oakville.  At just 24 acres in 
size, this beautiful property support over 200 species including 171 species of plants, 20 
species of butterflies, 29 species of birds, and 9 species of mammals.  Thanks to the Oakville 
Community Foundation, First Canadian Title and other donors we’ve completed a walking 
trail, a boardwalk to protect a sensitive area, and the installation of interpretive signage about 
the natural features of the area.  We hope you’ll visit this little gem in Oakville ! 
 



 

 

Planting the seeds for Oakville’s newest 
conservation area  
 
In 2006, the 988-acre Glenorchy Conservation Area (Scottish for “valley of tumbling 
waters”), was established in North Oakville.  Characterized by gently rolling hills, forest, 
creeks and wetlands, and the Sixteen Mile Creek valley – at 988 acres, this newest park is 
larger than Toronto’s High Park (399 acres) and New York’s Central Park (843 acres).   
 

Thanks to a grant from the Oakville Community Foundation, Conservation Halton 
foresters and biologists are gathering seeds from wetland species including (clockwise from 
below left) Fringed Loosestrife, Water Parsnip, Bent Spike Rush, New England Aster and 
Blue Vervain.  These seeds will be grown in a nursery and the seedlings will then be used  

for planting programs at Glenorchy.  
Forestry staff from Conservation 
Halton have surveyed the Glenorchy 
property for trees to  provide seeds 
for future tree plantings in other parts 
of the property.  By using local seed 
stock, the forests, fields and wetlands 
will be stronger and establish 
themselves more easily.   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Awesome Aboriginal Awareness Day at Crawford 
 

With support from the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC), 
over 700 people spent a wonderful day enjoying Aboriginal Awareness Day at Crawford Lake 
Conservation Area. For the second year in a row, the weather was warm and sunny as guests 
listened to stories from a native elder, enjoyed a traditional flute performance, and were able 
to try Iroquoian social dances.    
 

Haudenosaunee guest presenter Albert McArdle (Chief Top Leaf) was a highlight of 
the day, with traditional story telling.  Performer Alan Emarthle combined his mastery of the 
flute with story-telling to create a beautiful atmosphere in the longhouse. The Gadaihongwas 
dancers, led by Tesha Emarthle, performed near the Wolf Clan longhouse.  
 

In addition to these highlights, visitors enjoyed the interpretive sights at Crawford Lake 
Conservation Area, including authentic longhouse reconstructions, our 'Three Sisters' garden, 
and exploratory archaeology sites. Staff led visitors on walks around Crawford Lake, and 
ended the hike with a delicious tasting of cornbread and strawberry juice. 
 

 



 
 

Burlington BlueCreeks a great success! 
 
The Burlington BlueCreeks Project is a community-based stewardship program designed to 
enhance the health of our local waterways.  The project’s first phase was completed in Spring 
2010 and made many positive impacts including  
• The removal of 500 lbs of trash from 2,500 meters of stream bed, 
• The removal of invasive plant species from an area the size of 4 football fields, 
• The removal of 400 carp from Hendrie Valley marsh, and  
• The completion of almost 100 hours of radio tracking surveys of the endangered 

Northern Map turtle to identify critical habitat areas.  
 
Goals for Phase 2 of the Burlington BlueCreeks project include tree planting and stream  
cleanup projects, invasive species removal and improvements to local fish habitat.  
 

The Burlington BlueCreeks Project was pleased to 
be awarded $3,000 through a national on-line 
contest organized by Mountain Equipment Co-op.   

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mountsberg Maple goes modern 
 

    The Mountsberg maple syrup program took a big step forward this past fall when we 
celebrated the Grand Opening of the expanded evaporator building.  Made possible by the 
support of our generous donors, the new building has twice as much space. This means that 
we can accommodate 5,000 new visitors during our busy maple syrup season. And we’ve 
added a modern energy efficient twist – a reverse osmosis system – which uses a membrane 
to remove water from the maple sap.  This concentrates the sap so we can use less energy 
to boil it down to syrup.   
 



 

 

New goings on at the Mountsberg Raptor Centre  
 

If you stop by the Mountsberg Raptor Centre and look into the flyway, you’ll notice that 
changes are underway.  Thanks to our donors, we’ve built four new free-loft pens (large, tall 
enclosures that our birds can fly in) that can be viewed by the public and a new ‘off display’ 
area for the birds to get a rest in between public appearances.  This provides much needed 
space for staff to train birds and for the birds to rest, and also providesadditional viewing 
access for visitors to the raptors up close.  Photos (below, clockwise from left): “before” and 
“after” photos of the enclosures in the flyway; (bottom) the enclosures from the outside.  

 

 

 



 

 

Get in touch by going on-line  
 

After a 10 year hiatus, we’re pleased to announce that our new Osprey Cam will be on-line 
in May.  Our original Osprey cam was hit by lightning in 2000, and was never replaced.  But 
thanks to funding from our Adopt a Raptor donors, the TD Friends of the Environment 
Foundation and other donors, a new camera is being installed on the Osprey nesting 
platform at Mountsberg this March.  
 

The Ospreys are an important 
part of our park where a pair has 
been nesting continuously on the 
Mountsberg Reservoir for more 
than 15 years.  
 
Once the Osprey return, you’ll be 
able to observe them hatching 
their young, caring for them and 
teaching them how to fly.   

 

 



 
 

 

Raptor Centre  
welcomes three  
new birds of prey  
 
The Mountsberg Raptor Centre  
has welcomed three new raptor  
residents in the past few months.   
As with all birds that we take in at  
the Raptor Centre, these raptors  
would not survive on their own  
in the wild.  
 
Freeway (top, right) is a one-eyed  
Red-Tailed Hawk who struck by a  
vehicle on a local highway.   
Freeway is settling in nicely and  
is adapting to her new sight limitations.  
 
We are also welcoming two captive-bred 
owls – Cedar and Sage.   
 

Cedar (right) – a Long-Eared Owl and Sage 
(bottom, left) – a Short-Eared Owl are 
working hard with our Raptor Centre 
trainers and we hope they will be able to 
join the Education Team in the spring. 
 



 
 
 

Protecting species in (and around) our parks 
  

Did you know that the Conservation Areas in Halton are home to a wide range of species 
and habitats?  Because of our location at the northern edge of the Carolinian Zone, our 
community is one of the most biologically rich areas in Canada.  There have been over 
2,000 plant, mammal, bird and amphibian species recorded in our area. 
 
Of the species present in our community, 50 are considered to be threatened, endangered 
or of special concern.   
 
Funds from the Conservation Gala were used to pay for field research on species at risk in 
natural areas throughout Halton.  The Foundation provided $2,500 in matching funds for 
research equipment and we received a grant of $43,000 to cover staff wages, 
transportation and other costs to support field research in Halton.   
 
Using these funds, Conservation Halton biologists actively monitored and protected rare 
species within our watershed.  For example, to protect the Jefferson Salamander and the 
Butternut tree, trails were re-routed or decommissioned and designated viewing areas were 
built.  We also helped educate park visitors by creating and installing educational signage.   
 



 

2010 Children’s Water Festival a great success 
 

The 2010 Halton Children’s Water Festival was a great success – with 4,200 local 
students learning about the importance of water.  Teachers, parent volunteers and students 
continue to enjoy the high quality programming that combines fun learning with real life 
lessons that can make a difference in our everyday lives.  
 
   2010 marks the 5th successful year of the Halton Children’s Water Festival – one in which 
more than 17,000 students have participated so far.  Thank you to all our volunteers, 
sponsors, organizers and the participating students that continue to make the Water Festival 
a great experience for everyone !     
 

Participating schools: 
 
Burlington Alexander’s / Captain R. Wilson / Central / Charles R. Beaudoin /Glenview / Orchard Park / Paul A. Fisher 
/ Pauline Johnson / Ryerson / Sir E. MacMillan / St. Elizabeth Seton / St. Gabriel / St. John / St. Timothy /  
Tom Thomson Georgetown  Holy Cross / Joseph Gibbons / St. Catherine of Alexandria Glen Williams Glen Williams  
Milton Bruce Trail / Hawthorne Village / Our Lady of Victory Mississauga Mentor College  Oakville Brookdale / 
Eastview / Ecole Forest Trail / Heritage Glen / Holy Family / James W. Hill / Lorne Skuce – Palermo / Maple Grove / 
Montclair / Mother Teresa / Munn’s / Pilgrim Wood / Post’s Corners / River Oaks / St. Bernadette / St. Joan of Arc / 
St. Matthew / St. Michael / W.H. Morden / West Oak 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Back from the Brink – the Mountsberg Shrike 
Recovery Project 
 

Do you ever read a headline about another species disappearing from our forests, skies or 
oceans and wish there was something you can do?  Well – there is.  Thank to the Mountsberg 
Shrike Recovery Project, there is a role for you in helping to protect one of Ontario’s most 
endangered species – right here in our community.   
 
The purpose of the Shrike Recovery Project is to help bring the endangered Eastern 
Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus migrans) back from the edge of extinction in Canada.  
To accomplish this, we will be building a captive breeding facility at Mountsberg so we can 
breed and release shrike hatchlings into the wild starting in 2012.   
 
While they once flew through Ontario and beyond, their song of the shrike has stopped in 
many parts of our country.  One day, we hope to hear their song floating on the wind in 
every forest we walk.  
 

For more information, please contact: 

Brian Hobbs, Director - Development, Conservation Halton Foundation 

Phone: (905) 336-1158 x 255 

Email: bhobbs@hrca.on.ca 

  


