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PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE
by Robert Patrick 

Wow! We hit “Pay Dirt” with our new 
ON THE EDGE design. CONE received 
a great wave of positive feedback from 
our readers. Thank you Josh Gordon 
for creating the design format. CONE is 
proceeding forward.

CONE has been out this past summer to 
meet with and to engage you in helping 
CONE  celebrate the unique features of 
the Niagara Escarpment that made it a 
UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve 20 
years ago. 2010 was the UNESCO year 

of Biodiversity. CONE, its member groups, has been informing the public of the 
richness of plant and animal diversity present within the protected areas of the 
Niagara Escarpment which is the habitat for many rare and endangered species 
that have taken refuge afforded by the protection of a continuous corridor  through 
the Natural and Protected Designations in the Niagara Escarpment Planning and 
Development Plan ACT (NEPDA).  At Queen’s Park, on June 15, 2010, this Plan 
celebrated its 25th Anniversary where former Premier Honorable William Davis 
was the guest speaker and many CONE members and friends attended. We also 
enjoyed a music presentation by Sarah Harmer who sang two songs: “Escarpment 
Blues” and “Oh Little Fire”. Honorable Linda Jeffrey announced that five parcels of 
land totaling 750 hectares had received Lieutenant Governor in Council approval 
to be added to the Niagara Escarpment Plan. This was an historic first addition of 
lands to the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area since the original NEPDA was enacted 
in 1985. The five parcels are:

•	 The	Cootes	Paradise	Link	(93	ha)	–	located	in	the	City	of	Hamilton	includes	a		 	
 strip of land between properties held by Royal Botanical Gardens. 

•	 The	 Pleasant	 View	 Survey	 (411	 ha)–	 located	 in	 the	 City	 of	 Hamilton,	 
	 the	lands	found	generally	south	of	Patterson	Road	extending	to	Highway	403 
 and including lands between Highway 6 on the east and York Road on  
 the West. 

•	 The	 407	 Gap	 Lands	 (108	 ha)	 -	 located	 in	 the	 City	 of	 Burlington,	 
	 the	lands	generally	located	between	Highway	407	on	the	east	and	bounded	to		 	

 the north by No. 1 Side road and to the south by Dundas Street. 

•	 The	Dufferin	Quarry	Addition	(70	ha)	–	located	in	the	Town	of	Milton,	the		 	
 lands located immediately north of the Dufferin Quarry License Extension   
 approved by the cabinet in 2005. 

•	 The	Weinberg	Property	–	(80	ha)	located	in	the	Municipality	of	Grey	Highlands		
	 along	the	Beaver	Valley	in	Lot	19,	Concession	6.

Escarpment Celebrations in 2010

CONE held a successful 
Escarpment Celebration 
at the Featherstone 
Estate Winery on July 
18, 2010.  We met at 
the winery at 11:00am 
and Started off with a 
Winemaker Tasting and  
a tour of the vineyards 
lead by David Johnson 
( W i n e m a k e r / G ra p e 
Grower /Owner /Tractor 
Driver Extraordinaire) 
followed by a delicious 
locally grown organic ingredient lunch served on their veranda. Featherstone Estate 
Winery is one of the first Biodynamic Wineries in Niagara. We chose this site because 
of the respect that David and Louise pay to the land, production process, and the  
Niagara Escarpment.

 
Monte	 Dennis,	 CONE	
Vice	 President	 held	 a	
Model	 Rail	 Road	 open	
house at his home 
located on Walkers 
Line	 under	 Mount	
Nemo	 July	 24,	 2010.	
Although a rainy day, all 
who attended enjoyed 
Monte’s	extensive	hobby	
of model trains that was 
eye capturing for both 
young and old alike. It 

was an extreme pleasure 
to	see	Margaret	Cranmer-Bying	and	met	her	daughter	and	granddaughter.



CONE partnered with the Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy for a Celebration on 
August	14,	2010	at	the	opening	of	the	39	acre	Adams	Nature	Reserve	on	Cameron	
Lake Road just south of Tobermory.

CONE partnered with members of POWER (Protect Our Water and Environment 
Resources), and the Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy at the Georgetown Fall 

Fair September 11 and 12, 2010. 
We met a number of people who are 
interested in joining our causes. It 
was a great way to let people know 
how CONE and its member groups 
work together to protect the 
Niagara Escarpment. The public 
was able to see firsthand that we 
are not duplicating nor competing 
but enhancing the protection 
of the Niagara Escarpment by 
working together.

The Conference in Wisconsin was postponed and is being rescheduled.  
My	presentation	is	ready.

CONE	was	in	attendance	at	the	Credit	Valley	Conservation	Volunteer	Appreciation	
and	 Biodiversity	 Celebration	 held	 at	 the	 University	 of	 Toronto,	 Mississauga	
campus on October 16, 2010.

CONE is still willing to partner with member groups along the Niagara Escarpment 
that wish to host a Niagara Escarpment Celebration event to introduce the need 
to protect the Niagara Escarpment to the general public in your area. This year we 
have been emphasizing the diversity of species that are living on the Escarpment. 
This year 2011 is the UNESCO Year of Forests we will continue introducing the 
importance of the forest cover.

THE LOOK OUT 

CONE’s Strategic Direction

CONE and NEF Join forces on two studies Forest cover and 
Water Quantity and Quality

Forest Cover
CONE and NEF (Niagara Escarpment Foundation) will partner with the Niagara 
Biosphere Foundation to initiate the 3rd Forest Cover Study to create a data base 
going	back	over	40	years	to	be	taken	at	101	common	points	along	the	Niagara	
Escarpment. The information will be used for the 2015 NEP review. NEF has 
committed $10,000.00 toward the total project estimated cost of $70,000.00 The 
Niagara Biosphere Foundation is matching NEF’s contribution and has approached 
other foundations to join us in this critically important venture.  CONE needs your 
financial support to assist CONE and NEF meet our commitment to this project. 
Please	contact	Robert	Patrick	at	905-257-4585	to	make	a	special	donation	toward	
this vital study.

CONE will be funding water studies along the Escarpment where no previous 
studies have been completed by a Conservation Authority or any other 
environment	 group.	 The	 Niagara	 Biosphere	 Foundation	 through	 NETSMART	
(Niagara	Escarpment	Terrestrial	and	Stream	Monitoring	and	Research	Team)	will	
identify data gaps to which CONE will assist by funding as many gaps in studies 
as possible. This information is vital for the 2015 NEP (Niagara Escarpment Plan) 
Review. The current NEP is generally linear with the protection based on the 
distance from the escarpment’s edge. The NEP should be based on science and 
CONE believes it should be based on the water systems for which the Niagara 
Escarpment is the source. CONE needs your help by donating to make these 
exciting scientific studies happen. The future of the Niagara Escarpment, the 
critters and plants that live in its protected areas are depending on us. The Niagara 
Escarpment has never been under as much pressure from urban sprawl as right now.  
2015 is the year that three Planning Acts noted above all come up for review. 



NIAGARA ESCARPMENT 
COMMISSION REPORT
July 15, 2010

The Commission refused a permit for an expansion of an irrigation pond in the 
Town of Lincoln because the proposal did not conform to the objectives of the 
Escarpment’s Natural Area nor to the Development Criteria under the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan, pertaining to this type of development within the Escarpment 
Natural Area, and the related Provincially Significant Wetlands and Life Science 
Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest. The Niagara Peninsula Conservation 
Authority formally opposed the application. This application is the subject of an 
ongoing Court case.

The Commission instructed staff to prepare the proposed amendments to add lands 
to the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area. The five areas to be added were approved by 
an	Order	 in	Council	June	14,	2010	and	announced	at	 the	25th	Anniversary	of	
the	Niagara	Escarpment	Plan,	June	15,	2010	by	Hon.	Linda	Jeffrey,	Minister	of	
Natural Resources. At this meeting, the commission dealt with the first three areas:  
Amendment	PH	177	08	407	Gap	Lands,	Amendment	PW	176	08	Cootes	Paradise	
Link and PH 169 07 Dufferin Quarry Addition. All three were to be circulated to 
stakeholders for a 60 day comment period.

The commission reviewed the Waterdown Secondary Plan and at the conclusion 
NEC advised the City of Hamilton that it has no objections to the proposed policies 
of the Waterdown South Secondary Plan.

The Commission Authorized the Chair to issue a stop work order on fill placement 
at	the	Quarry	Hill	Farms,	14822	Mississauga	Road,	WHERE	under	Section	24(6.1)	
of the Niagara Escarpment and Development Act.

The staff letter from NEC dated July 7th to PERL regarding PERL’s July 6th 
application	 to	 amend	 the	NEP	 re-designation	of	 the	Nelson	Aggregates	Lands,	
Mount	Nemo,	City	of	Burlington,	and	Region	of	Halton.	PERL	was	discussed	and	
PERL was sent proper forms to complete and return to the NEC. 

The Commission supported The Bruce Trail Conservancy submission to the 
Minister	of	Municipal	Affairs	and	Housing	and	to	the	Minister	of	Natural	Resources	
that Section 50(3) of the Planning Act be amended, at the government’s first 
opportunity, to provide for the acquisition and disposal of land for the purposes 
of securing conservation land in the area of the Niagara Escarpment Plan. The 
Ministry	of	Municipal	Affairs	and	Housing	replied	to	the	NEC	in	November	that	
they would not be amending their legislation in the near future.

CONE would like to see the three acts harmonized. The two studies above will 
assist the NEC staff prepare the case to adjust the Niagara Escarpment Plan and 
bring	it	up	to	date	with	the	Oakridge’s	Moraine	Plan	and	the	Green	Belt	Plan.	We	
only have to look at the plan maps where the Green Belt has widened the area of 
protection where it interchanges with and follows the Niagara Escarpment Plan 
Area to get an idea of what lands needed to have been included in the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan. CONE believes this protection deficit continues up the Bruce 
Peninsula	and	Manitoulin	Island.	CONE	plans	on	being	at	the	table	when	changes	 
are discussed The studies will ensure our place at the planning table. We need your 
support and financial help if you want the Niagara Escarpment to be adequately 
protected and continue to be designated a UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve for 
future generations to admire and enjoy.



The Commission supported the staff recommendation to refuse a Development 
Permit	to	allow	Mr.	and	Mrs.	Elford	to	create	a	retirement	lot	on	part	lots	13	and	
14,	Concession	3,	in	Grey	Highlands.

Habitat for Humanity had two development permits before the commission for 
the	Re-store	location	in	Meaford.	The	first	was	for	placement	of	six	tractor	trailer	
units and two portable storage units for building and equipment storage for 
home building projects. These are stored on the site temporarily between building 
projects. The Commission disallowed the six tractor trailer units but did approve 
the two storage unit placement areas.  

The	second	permit	was	to	allow	a	15’	by	15’	area	within	the	Re-store	building	to	be	
used	to	collect	E-waste	material	for	pick	up	by	the	Ontario	Electronic	Stewardship.	
This was approved.

PERL’s application to amend the Niagara Escarpment Plan to change the 
designation of part of Lots 17 and 18, Concession 2, City of Burlington (owned 
by Nelson Aggregate Co.) from Escarpment Rural to Escarpment Protection Area. 
Staff	 recommended	 that	 the	 commission	 send	 the	 application	 to	 the	Minister	
of Natural Resources to confirm the NEC decision not to initiate the application 
as it is vexatious and not in the public’s interest. After three presentations the 

matter was deferred to the September meeting pending a legal 
definition of “vexatious and not in the public interest”, and 
seeking advice on consolidating this application with the 
Nelson Application.

Spirit Tree Estate Cidery applied to modify conditions of 
approval for the small scale accessory farm market and apple 
cider/winery to allow for year round use and to clarify the 
limited menu service. The owner successfully argued for 
most of their changes and the Commission approved a slated 
21 conditions.

September 15, 2010 – Policy Meeting

Proposed NEP Amendment PC 183 10 -  
WOODED AREAS and SIGNIFICANT WOODLANDS 

Lisa Gribinicek, Senior Strategic Advisor gave the 
Commissioners a very complete presentation. Commissioner 
Riley thanked her and noted this was another step for 
harmonization. He wished to see a definition of an EIS added 
to this amendment. Commissioners Little, Paterak, Boyle, 
Elgar, and Borodczak actively participated in discussion of 
this matter and Commissioner Cambry summed up their 

August 19, 2010

The Commission Reviewed the Applications to amend the City of Hamilton Official 
Plan	and	Zoning	By-law.	The	Draft	Plan	of	Subdivision	for	the	Chedoke	Browlands	
Sanatorium	 Road	 /Scenic	 Drive,	 City	 of	 Hamilton	 by	 Deanlee	 Management	
Inc., NEC staff had worked very closely with Hamilton Planners. City staff had 
negotiated	 a	 concept	 then	 the	 applicant	 triggered	 an	 appeal	 to	 the	OMB.	The	
Commission	authorized	NEC	staff	to	attend	the	OMB	hearings	to	defend	the	NEC	
position.

The Commission initiated an amendment PG 182 10 to add to the 200 acre Gerry 
Weinberg	property	to	the	NEP	as	an	Approved	Order	in	Council	June	14,	2010.	
This is the fourth of five properties to be added.

The commission rejected with a recorded vote 8 to 6 the staff recommendation 
to	 refuse	Mr.	 and	Mrs.	Woodhouse	 a	 permit	 to	 build	 a	 1.5	 story	 2,873	 sq.ft.		
dwelling	on	Lot	14,	Concession	2,	in	Grey	Highlands,	and	supported	the	severance	
of	 a	 4	 hectare	 (10	 acre)	 lot	 across	 the	 front	 of	 the	 original	 half	 Township	 lot	
which complies with the lot density permitted in the Niagara Escarpment Plan.  
The dwelling can be built subject to 16 conditions are met. 



the animals being cared for in an appropriate manor. Ken Whitbread suggested 
wording in Criterion 11 “that applicable federal and provincial health, safety, and 
care requirements and standards are met” Commissioner Little and Commissioners 
Borodczak and Baty agreed. Commissioner Riley wanted Criteria 1 and 2 amended 
to be less mandatory and inflexible.

The Commission approved the guidelines with three friendly amendments  
noted above.

Enforcement and Prosecutions 

Director	 Mark	 Frawley	 announced	 that	 earlier	 in	 the	 week	 the	 Minister	 had	
authorized	 Mathew	 Williamson	 as	 a	 Provincial	 Offences	 Officer	 with	 powers	
to enforce the Niagara Escarpment and Development Act. This approval allows 
Mathew	to	issue	tickets	under	Part	1	under	the	Provincial	Offences	Act.

Commissioner	Little	wanted	to	know	how	the	tickets	would	be	issued.	Mathew	
responded that the tickets will be issued at his discretion.

Commissioner	Miller	wanted	to	know	in	the	cases	“oh	I	forgot”	who	would	go	to	
the	site	first	the	planner	or	Mathew.	The	answer	was,	the	planner	first.

Commissioner	Louis	asked	confirmation	that	the	only	change	is	that	Mathew	can	
now issue tickets. Yes was the reply.

Commissioner Baty asked if a system to track and monitor tickets was being set up. 
The Director advised that the data system already exists but that another section 
in the system will be set up to monitor tickets and the nature of the offence. This 
data	will	 be	 in	 the	 officer’s	monthly	 report.	Mathew	 emphasized	 that	 his	 first	
objective is to educate not punish when it is a first occurrence.The Commission 
Accepted the staff report on the enforcement framework.

comments. The commission passed the recommendation to have the amendment 
initiated.	Commissioner	Miller	declared	a	conflict	and	 left	 the	 room	before	 the	
presentation, and was not present during discussion and the vote.

NEC Guidelines for WOODY VEGETATION INVENTORY  
IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND PRESERVATION PLANS,  
and LANDSCAPE Construction Drawings

Linda Laflamme presented the report. The development of these guidelines were 
challenging based on the different landscapes along the escarpment and the 
variety of developments. The guidelines have been formatted in a way that allows 
staff to edit and include the items that refer to a particular proposed development. 
Guidelines	are	an	in-house	document	edited	by	NEC	staff	to	fit	the	circumstances	
of a given development. 

Commissioner	Miller	asked,	why	the	changes	for	each	proposal?	Why	not	a	more	
consistent	 approach?	 Commissioner	 Miller	 also	 raised	 the	 need	 to	 mention	
that	 invasive	and	non-native	species	are	 to	be	avoided	and	that	 there	needs	 to	
be encouragement to enhance and to protect. Staff indicated that references 
to enhancement, restoration and reforestation will be added. Commissioner 
Riley believes this document needs municipal, agency, and stakeholder 
consultation. Commissioners’ Reif and Cambry believe having the guidelines 
ensures the applicants and the professionals know what is expected of them. 
Commissioner Paterak agreed with circulation because it adds as a public 
perception of transparency. He suggested the guidelines could be used in their 
draft	 form	 as	 they	 are	 being	 circulated.	 Commissioner	Miller	 wanted	 to	make	
sure the guidelines were not in variance with municipal policies. Commissioner 
Boyler liked the customer driven approach presented by staff. Commission 
Reif felt it needed a preamble that discusses the purpose of the guidelines 
with respect to the NEP and its flexibility to tailor policies to different sites. 
 
The Commission deferred this item for several months so that staff can discuss, 
revise and its circulation   will be revisited after the guidelines have been revised. 
NEC Staff are to use the guidelines in the interim.

The Final Recommended guidelines for DOG KENNEL APPLICATIONS IN 
THE NIAGARA ESCARPMENT DEVELOPMENT CONTROL AREA

Michael	 Baran,	 Planner	 presented	 this	 paper.	 Michael	 recommended	 that	 the	
paper be circulated to municipalities and stakeholders for comment before being 
adopted. The commission modified Criterion 11 * “any proposal for a dog breeding 
kennel shall require proof of membership with a Canadian Kennel Club or an 
equivalent professional kennel organization.” This was suggested by Commissioner 
Paterak who indicated under the Charter of Rights the commission cannot enforce 
registration to a specific kennel club. Commissioner Little was concerned about 



DRAFT PROCESS GUIDELINES NEP AMENDMENT PROCESS

Chair Don Scott presented the draft process guideline chart. The chart incorporated 
suggestion from NEC staff in so far as possible. The current process is too time 
consuming	and	costly.	The	sub-committee	of	commissioners	had	formed	to	draft	
this new process. The new process requires a complete application package to be 
submitted before the process clock starts ticking. There was considerable debate 
about the time lines suggested to speed the process. Some believed that others 
outside the NEC control could send an application’s time line off the rails. Some 
commissioners believed that the NEC staff has a greater volume of more complex 
applications than any time in its history with only about half the staff prior to 1995 
when	staffing	was	42	positions.	Staff	believed	some	of	the	timelines	suggested	may	
be livable. The Director indicated the timelines suggested were total staff attention 
times not a continuous time line and that staff pulled away to attend a hearing 
would delineate the actual processing time. This lead to so what is the difference 
and	what	 is	achievable?	Some	suggested	two	processes	one	for	aggregates	with	
volumes of studies to assess and a second for all other applications. 

The	 Matter	 was	 deferred	 for	 several	 months	 to	 contemplate	 the	 comments	
and meet with staff around the time lines.  A new version will be compiled and 
presented	at	the	Spring	Policy	Meeting.

September 16, 2010 – Meeting

The development permit for construction of a 1.5 storey dwelling and the 
renovation of the current dwelling to non habitable studio by Ken Stephenson on 
a main street lot in Kimberly was approved with conditions.

The development permits to allow Pinewood Homes Niagara Ltd. to transfer lands 
between	the	applicant	and	the	municipality	in	order	to	create	a	cul-de-sac	to	end	
Fruit Belt parkway and allow the applicant to enlarge his business parking lot, and 
to relocate the security dog shelter. The second permit  was to build a one storey 
equipment storage building . Both were approved with conditions.

Kaneff Properties Ltd. Was denied a Development Permit to build five holes of 
the	proposed	27	hole	Championship	golf	course	on	84	Acres	of	Escarpment	Rural	
and Escarpment Natural Designated Areas The Staff recommended to refuse the 
application. Commissioner debate focused on the current land use had failed as an 
orchard. The intended use is a more constructive use by allowing a 27 hole course 
opposed to an 18 hole course on all the applicant’s held land of this parcel that is 
outside the NEP. The golf course will be either 18 or 27 holes.

The Commission refused the application based on the facts it does not comply with 
Part 1.5 of the NEP and Parts 2.3.1 and 2.3.3.1 of the Provincial policy statement 
205.		Any	NEP	approval	under	2.1	must	comply	with	the	PPS.	The	Credit	Valley	

Conservation believes the application is premature.

PERL Application to amend the NEP PH185-10  
Mount NEMO City of Hamilton, Halton Region

Cam	Jackson,	Mayor	 of	 the	City	Burlington,	 presented	 two	 resolutions	passed	
by the City of Burlington and the Region of Halton on September 15, 2010 that 
the NEC proceed to process the PERL amendment to have the Nelson Aggregate 
“held	land”	on	Mount	Nemo	be	re-designated	to	natural	and	protected	areas	based	
on the current scientific evidence. The two municipal councils had concluded this 
amendment were not vexatious and in the public interest.

Roger Goulet, Executive Director of PERL, gave a short summary of why PERL 
believed	 this	 to	 be	 the	first	 step	 toward	 to	 re-designating	 the	whole	 of	Mount	
Nemo. PERL  presented this in the public interest to protect fresh water sources, 
wild life and plant, habitats.

Jonathan Kahn, Counsel for Nelson Aggregates, argued that this would not be 
in the public interest as it could derail his client’s right to a judicial hearing and 
process	 that	 was	 started	 in	 2004.	The	 Joint	 Board	Hearing	 process	 should	 be	
allowed to continue.

Every commissioner was involved talking to one side or the other and in a recorded 
vote, the commission passed the motion to proceed with the amendment.

Harold Sutherland Construction Ltd. Niagara Escarpment Plan 
Amendment PG 167 07

NEC Staff presented the commission with a report going through the six changes 
that Sutherland had made to its application since it first applied in April 2005. A 
new application for the Keppel quarry expansion was filed in November 2007. 
This	was	amended	in	Feb	2009	and	in	March	2010	and	July	27	2010.	The	staff	
recommendation was to proceed.

David White agent for Harold Sutherland Construction Ltd., presented the July 27, 
2010 version to the commission. It has a smaller extraction area due to the subject 
property’s location adjacent to significant wet lands and conservation areas.

Maggie	Wente	Counsel	for	the	Saugeen	Ojibwas	indicated	that	her	clients	had	not	
been adequately consulted with by the appellant as required by law.

Veronica	Smith	Counsel	for	the	Chippewa’s	of	Nawash	echoed	that	they	too	had	not	
been adequately consulted with as required.  The Nawash Counsel also indicated 
how the consultation issue could be addressed by an independent third party 
review of the studies and the First Nations having a person on the monitoring and 



mitigation team. 

Peggy Hutchison from the Grey Association for Better Planning made a presentation 
that their association had performed an aggregate inventory and that this subject 
location with its sensitivities was not required as there were other deposits in less 
problematic locations in Grey County.

Mr.	Gramp	told	of	his	barn	collapsing	from	the	force	of	explosions	and	his	patio	
window breaking. Both were replaced by Harold Sutherland Construction. He also 
recounted his wife having severe breathing and heart issues due to air pollution 
from	the	asphalt	plant.		She	has	relocated	from	the	area	and	is	living	in	Meaford	
and her health has since improved.

Dennis Shouldice through his sister Nancy tabled a 19 page document that is a 
litany of non compliance with the Environmental Legislation as found through 
Freedom	of	 Information	 requests	 to	MNR	and	MOE.	He	also	points	out	water	
study inconsistencies that require confirmation through a proper peer review.

Nancy	Shouldice,	Bonnie	Woudstra,	Gillian	Highfield,	and	Elaine	Mitchell	all	gave	
their own personal presentations of concern respecting the need for a proper third 
party peer review of the water studies prepared for Sutherland Construction.

There was considerable debate and discussion. The Commissioners were concerned 
by the repeated testimony about not being adequately consulted by the First 
Nations. The Commission was also disturbed by the inconsistency with how this 
case and Walker Brother’s Duntroon application were handled. The commission 
wanted to see a third party peer review of the water studies as well.

This matter was deferred for up to six months or until such time as the First 
Nations have been adequately consulted with and a process for independent peer 
reviews of water studies has been sorted out with the First Nations and other 
stakeholders. The official list of items to be addressed is:

•	 To	obtain	an	independent	Peer	Review	of	Hydrology; 
•	 Undertake	more	dialogue	with	First	Nations	and	MNR	consultation; 
•	 Ensure	a	combined	extraction	limit	for	the	old	and	new	quarry	of	 
	 600,000	Tones; 
•	 Ensure	electronic	detonation	for	blasts; 
•	 Review	operational	issues	such	as	traffic	and	hours	of	operation; 
•	 Review	set	back	from	neighbour	(Garnet	Gramp); 
•	 Obtain	more	information	on	settling/infiltration	of	ponds; 
•	 Hold	another	PIAC	after	Peer	Review	is	complete; 
•	 Investigate	decommissioning	of	asphalt	plant	sooner	than	5	years;	and, 
•	 Provide	additional	information	on	the	proposed	monitoring	and	the	potential		
 to involve SON in the monitoring and mitigation.

At their November 18th meeting the NEC voted to join with the Saugeen Ojibwa 
First Nation to obtain an independent peer Review of the Hydrology based on the 
NEC terms of reference plus some further items the First Nations require. The 
Peer Reviewer is to be hired by the First Nations and the study directed by the First 
Nations and paid for by the applicant who has agreed to it. CONE believes this to 
be an excellent way to obtain an independent peer review of hydrology and engage 
the First Nations in this review process.

CONE	needs	more	Volunteers	to	be	our	eyes	and	ears	on	the	Escarpment.	We	need	
you to attend planning meetings in your immediate area. We need volunteers to 
follow issues such as the two that follow.

CONE has recently learned about tree harvesting at the Puddicombe Farms and 
has requested the NEC to investigate. 

CONE has sent its concerns to the Town of Grimsby about a sports complex 
consisting	 of	 4	 ball	 diamonds,	 7	 soccer	fields,	Community	 centre,	 splash	pads,	
3 Fitness trails and parking for 700 cars  that is being considered on Niagara 
Escarpment Protected lands.

CONE	 has	 been	 successful	 this	 year.	We	 are	 celebrating	 the	 OMB	 decision	 to	
deny the James Dick Rockfort Quarry application in Caledon. CONE supported 
the Coalition of Concerned Citizens and is pleased that they won their 13 year 
battle	to	protect	their	water	supply	from	the	proposed	untested	sub-water	table	
aggregate extraction process.

CONE is participating in the Nelson Aggregate Joint Board Hearings. CONE is 
supporting	our	Member	PERL	in	opposing	this	application	that	makes	no	sense	
at all. CONE’s submission outlines how this application does not meet any of the 
criteria	 the	Minister	must	 ensure	 are	met	 before	 an	 extraction	 license	may	 be	
issued under the Aggregate Resources Act.

UPCOMING CONE EvENTS

The Niagara Escarpment Commission will host their Leading Edge  
Conference	on	May	26	&	27,	 2011	 at	Brock	University.	 In	previous	 years,	 this	
conference series has explored land use planning, transportation, ecological 
monitoring, species at risk, geology and a range of other topics that affect the 
Niagara Escarpment Biosphere Reserve.

This	year	the	conference	has	a	focus	on	cultural	heritage,	culinary	&	wine	tourism,	
and natural environment and ecology of the Niagara Escarpment. CONE supports 
sustainable ways to introduce people to the wonders of the Niagara Escarpment. 
For more information visit, http://www.leadingedgeconference.blogspot.com/



CONE MEMBER ORGANIzATIONS
Alpine Club of Canada (Toronto Section) www.climbers.org
Beaver	Valley	Ratepayers	Association	 www.beavervalleyratepayers.ca
Blue	Mountain	Watershed	 
Trust Foundation          www.bmwt.ca
Bruce Peninsula Bird Observatory  www.bpbo.ca
Bruce Peninsula Environment Group www.bpeg.ca
Bruce Trail Conservancy   www.brucetrail.org
Caledon Countryside Alliance
Canadian Environmental Law Association www.cela.ca
Citizens Opposed to Paving  
the Escarpment    www.cope-nomph.org
Conserver	Society	of	Hamilton	&	District	 www.conserversociety.ca
Earthroots    www.earthroots.org
Escarpment Biosphere Conservancy www.escarpment.ca
Friends Of The Eramosa Karst  www.friendsoferamosakarst.org
Gravel Watch Ontario   www.gravelwatch.org
Grey Association for Better Planning
Halton / North Peel Naturalists’ Club
Hamilton Naturalists’ Club  www.hamiltonnature.org
Nature League    
Ontario Nature    www.ontarionature.org
Owen Sound Field Naturalists  www.owensoundfieldnaturalists.ca
Preservation of Agricultural Lands Society members.becon.org/%7Epals
Protect Our Water  
&	Environmental	Resources	 	 www.powerhalton.ca
Protecting Escarpment Rural Land  www.perlofburlington.org
Saugeen Field Naturalists   
Save	the	Oak	Ridges	Moraine	Coalition	 www.stormcoalition.org
South Peel Naturalists Club  www.spnc.ca
Toronto Caving Group   
Wildlands League




