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SAVE OUR OCEANS 

 

JUNE 8, 2014 IS WORLD OCEANS DAY  

People around the world celebrate and take action to create a 

healthier ocean for everyone on World Oceans Day. In 2013, 

thousands of people around the world came together and held 600 

events in 70 different countries in honor of the ocean and its wildlife - 

many of those people were teenagers who believe in a bright future 

for themselves and the Earth. World Oceans Day is a campaign of The 

Ocean Project. 

APRIL 11-13, 2014 IS GLOBAL YOUTH SERVICE DAY 

GYSD celebrates and mobilizes the millions of young people who 

improve their communities each day of the year through service. 

Established in 1988, Global Youth Service Day is the largest service 

event in the world, and the only day of service dedicated to children 

and youth. GYSD is a campaign of YSA (Youth Service America). 

Start your Oceans Project for Global Youth 

Service Day in April, and continue it through 

World Oceans Day in June! 

KEEP OUR COASTS CLEAN 

Plastic pollution poses a threat to human health, and kills and harms 

marine life. Sea turtles, birds, and fish alike accidentally mistake plastic 

for food and choke or get sick. More than 80% of plastic comes from 

land-based sources, primarily litter. Littering, overall, has fallen greatly 

since the 1960s, but plastic litter has increased by 165%! 

To help keep ocean animals safe, we have to keep litter out of the 

ocean. Get your community on board with the 4 Rs – rethink, reduce, 

reuse, and recycle! 

Rethink: Help your peers rethink how we can reduce our daily waste 

contributions to landfills. Hold an environmental mini film festival at 

your school, showing environmental films such as The Story of Stuff and 

Food, Inc. Many films can be found on websites such as Netflix. 

KEEP OUR COASTS 
CLEAN 

Pack a waste-free lunch 

for two months! 

ORGANIZE A THEMED 
SWAP PARTY 

Host a swap party for 

clothing or another theme! 

Everyone gets something 

new and cool, and we 

avoid creating more 

waste. 

ONLY BUY OCEAN-
FRIENDLY FISH STICKS 

Pass out guides about 

sustainable seafood and 

cook a meal for your class! 

USE LESS ENERGY 

Organize a school-wide 

walk or bike to school day! 

 

 

 

Projects for Global Youth Service Day & World Oceans Day 

http://www.ysa.org/
http://www.ecohearth.com/eco-zine/arts-and-culture/253-top-environmental-documentaries-.html
http://www.gysd.org/
http://worldoceansday.org/
http://www.TheOceanProject.org
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Reduce: There are many things you can do to reduce waste in your school. Talk to your school or community 

center about reducing the amount of disposable trash used every day for lunch. Could you replace disposable 

plastic utensils with metal washable utensils? Or, instead of selling drinks in plastic bottles, can the school install 

a refilling station for reusable water bottles? 

Reuse: For many people, it’s easy to just throw something away when it breaks, even if it is fixable. Combat that 

attitude by fixing common items or organizing a swap party for clothing or another theme! Everyone gets 

something new and cool, and we avoid creating more waste. 

Recycle: Take a look at the recycling bins at school or in your community – are there enough? Are they well 

marked? Get your peers excited about recycling by holding a recycling competition between grades, with 

prizes for the group who helps the most! 

MAKE SURE THOSE FISH STICKS ARE OCEAN-FRIENDLY 

People are eating more seafood than ever, and the ocean and its fish are being pushed to the limit. According 

to the United Nations, approximately two-thirds of ocean species are overfished, and many types of ocean fish 

farming are damaging coastal environments. Some types of fishing practices catch up to seven times more 

unwanted fish than targeted species. Some fish species also have unsafe levels of toxins that are harmful to 

humans. Each of us can help solve this crisis by becoming "ocean friendly" when making our seafood choices.  

Raise a fin if you love fish 

Make sure your school and community know that sustainable seafood is an important issue! Start a petition to 

request that your school serves only sustainable seafood. You can hand out guides  that show which fish are 

the ocean-friendly choice and work with your school or favorite restaurant to make sure they know where to 

buy sustainable seafood. 

Eat for World Oceans Day 

A great way to spark interest in sustainable seafood is to hold a cooking event, showing your community how 

to have a healthy and sustainable meal. Try inviting a chef from a local restaurant to your school or community 

center – so everyone gets to learn how to cook a delicious, sustainable fish. 

GET ENERGETIC ABOUT ENERGY 

We all need energy to live, but the ways in which we get and use energy can be damaging to the ocean. For 

example – the more fossil fuels (like oil, gasoline, and coal) that we burn, the more air pollution ends up in the 

ocean, making the water more acidic and harmful to ocean life, such as coral reefs. You can help protect the 

ocean AND your health by using less energy and supporting wind and solar energy sources! 

Compute and compete 

One way to decrease harmful air pollutants is to get your peers involved in doing an energy audit. This will help 

you find out what you can change in order to use less energy. Then – make it fun! Turn it into a school-wide or 

organization-wide competition to see who can make the most changes to save energy. 

Another great way to reduce energy use is to drive less. You can reduce carbon pollution and raise awareness 

of the issue by holding a school-wide walk or bike to school campaign from GYSD to World Oceans Day! 

http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/education/toolkit.htm
http://www.wastefreelunches.org/what-is-a-waste-free-lunch-program.html
http://www.ifixit.com/Guide
http://www.ifixit.com/Guide
http://www.wikihow.com/Organize-a-Clothing-Swap-With-Your-Friends
http://www.learnvest.com/2011/08/lv-staff-shows-you-how-to-throw-a-swap-party/
http://www.greeneducationfoundation.org/nationalgreenweeksub/start-recycling.html
http://recycle-bowl.org/playbook/recycling-resources/
http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/cr/cr_seafoodwatch/issues/wildseafood_bycatch.aspx
http://www.montereybayaquarium.org/cr/cr_seafoodwatch/issues/wildseafood_bycatch.aspx
http://www.edf.org/page.cfm?tagID=12667
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/how_we_work/conservation/marine/sustainable_fishing/sustainable_seafood/seafood_guides/
http://www.fishchoice.com/
http://www.fishchoice.com/
http://youtu.be/cJ-J91SwP8w
http://edu.earthday.org/sites/default/files/renewable_energy_student_action_planf.pdf
http://www.countdownyourcarbon.org/SchoolEnergyAudit.pdf
http://www.energystar.gov/ia/business/challenge/learn_more/Schools.pdf
http://www.ase.org/resources/energy-saving-tips-schools
http://www.acespace.org/action-teams/do-projects/unplugged/first-weigh-in
http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/

