
Required Information

Full Name:  Kimberly Toney Williams

Office Sought:  Superior Court Judge, San Francisco (Seat #20)

Mailing Address:  PO Box 77153 

Phone:  415/378-1771 

Email:  kimberlywilliams4judge@gmail.com

Website: 

Are you a member of the Harvey Milk Club?   No.

If so, when did you first join?

Are you lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ)?   No.  

Please note that my candidacy has been endorsed by several LGBTQ members of the 
judiciary:

Kay Tsenin - Judge, San Francisco Superior Court

Ronald E. Albers - Judge, San Francisco Superior Court

Kevin McCarthy - Judge, San Francisco Superior Court (Retired)

Susan I. Etezadi - Judge, San Mateo Superior Court

PART 1: Short-Answer Questionnaire 

1)Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek (include your key 
issues/priorities if elected and what distinguishes you from other candidates seeking 
the same job), plus anything else that you’d like our members to know about you 
and your candidacy.

I am a native San Franciscan.  My roots and well as those of my family are deeply 
rooted in the community.  My parents were among the first wave of African 
American credentialed teachers for San Francisco Unified School District in the late 
1950s and 1960s.  I am the proud single parent wonderful daughter, Jordan (10).  
Our family was created via adoption.  I enjoy the kinship, love and support of my 
brother Kendall and his partner of long-standing Bradford. 

I am an alum of Mercy High School.  I earned a Bachelor of Science in Public    
Administration from the University of Southern California and a Juris Doctorate from 
the University of California, Los Angeles.

I have proudly served the people of San Francisco under four elected District 
Attorneys.  As a veteran trial attorney with more than eighteen years of courtroom 
experience, I have successfully prosecuted sexual assault of children, abuse of 
elders and dependent adults, domestic violence, fraud and career criminals.  
Additionally, I have handled general litigation and misdemeanors

1



I led the implementation of San Francisco’s community justice courts to help those 
who commit low-level crimes find a path towards stability and self-sufficiency. 

My advanced skills in research, writing, investigation, trial preparation, litigation, 
policy development and administration would enable me to provide the people of 
San Francisco with excellent judicial service.

I held prior positions with the enforcement Division of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, the Alameda County District Attorney’s Office and have been a 
registered securities agent.

I fully support the causes of the Democratic Party at the local, state and national 
level. I am the legacy and scion of parents that understand that separate is not 
equal and rose to meet the challenge of the times of the 1950s, 1960s and beyond.  
I know the struggle to be the first.  I shall not be the last.  It is my civic 
responsibility to uphold the rights of others and extend them to all.  I believe and 
support the precepts espoused by civil rights activist Maynard Jackson, who once 
remarked “Our Democratic Party is not an end; it is a means to an end.  The end is 
a greater America – where individual worth is valued and no person is left out; 
where ‘inclusion’ is not a catchword, but is a passion.”  

       (Quoted, New York Times [February 25, 2001]

2)What are three issues/pieces of legislation that you would champion if elected to 
office?  

To ensure full and fair access to the courts regardless of socio-economic status, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical and/or mental health challenge, 
immigration status or age as well as the full, fair and impartial enforcement of the 
laws.

3)How have you been an advocate for the LGBTQ community? Please provide 
specific examples.

Member, Board of Directors

        Iris Center
        June 1996 through March 2001 (dates approximate)

        The IRIS Center is a community based organization outpatient drug treatment 
program that provides culturally appropriate mental health counseling, HIV 
counseling, parenting skills courses, alcohol and drug dependency support, recovery 
and counseling services to women of color, women at risk, single mothers, sex 
workers and incarcerated offenders.  The Iris Center is dedicated to improving the 
overall physical and mental well being of women and their dependent children, 
especially aiding those who are socioeconomically disadvantaged.  Duties of the 
board included general oversight of the Iris Center programs, personnel policy and 
financial management.  

4)LGBTQ elders face a number of challenges, including finding affordable housing, 
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accessing health care and a general lack of services. Older people living with HIV 
face similar challenges. If you were elected, what would you do to help address 
these challenges?  Please refer to remarks noted below.

5)Similarly, LGBTQ youth face challenges including bullying and a high rate of 
homelessness if ostracized by their families. If you are elected, what would you do 
to help these youth?   Please refer to remarks noted below.

6)Supervised injection facilities or drug consumption facilities have been shown to 
reduce new HIV and hepatitis infections, overdose deaths, and public drug use, and 
to increase linkage to medical care and substance use treatment and save money, 
yet they remain controversial and illegal. If you are elected, what would you do to 
advocate for supervised injection sites?  Please refer to remarks noted below.

7)Do you support repeal or reform of the Ellis Act? What would you do to fight for 
housing affordability?  Please refer to remarks noted below.

8)What kind of reform of Prop 13 is needed, if any? Would you support a split-roll 
property tax system?  Please refer to remarks noted below.

9)What is your position on online voting? If you support, what would you do to 
implement a secure online voting system?  Please refer to remarks noted below.

PART 2: Yes/No Questionnaire
Please check Yes or No for each question. 

GENERAL               YES       NO
1. Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? XX

(1983)
1. Have you ever run for elected office before? XX
1. Do you have a campaign consultant? If so, who: 
                                                                                       Marjan Philhour XX

1. Have you ever sought the Milk Club endorsement in the past? XX

In accordance with Judicial Canon 5(B)(1) I shall refrain from making statements to the 
electorate or the appointing authority that commit the candidate or the applicant with 
respect to cases, controversies, or issues that are likely to come before the courts ….

I must refrain from espousing position on matters which may come before should I join 
the court.  Yet, to paraphrase and augment the words of the illustrious Mary Church 
Terrell, I understand the rejoinder lifting as we climb, onward, upward we go struggling 
and striving and hoping that the buds and blossoms of our desires will burst into 
glorious fruition ere long …. Seeking no favors because of our color, orientation, gender, 
religious affiliation, sexuality not patronage because of our needs, we knock at the bar 
of justice and ask for an equal chance.*
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The role of a prosecutor is to be the conduit of the fair and impartial administration of 
justice and to simultaneously preserve, protect and defend the rights of the general 
public.  In contrast, a judge is often viewed as the arbiter of justice.  The judge must 
ultimately determine how the law is to be applied to ensure the administration of justice 
for all parties.  The role of a judge is not to favor a person or side, but with fidelity to 
legal precedent set forth the rules to govern the whole.

During my tenure as an attorney, it has become increasingly apparent to me that the 
majority of the people that cross the threshold of the courthouse do so seeking redress 
for real or perceived harm.  The court is often times the last arena available to address 
the most complex and intimate relationships of our daily lives.  Similarly, I have come to 
realize that the manner in which the judicial system treats the citizens that seek redress 
is as important as the redress sought.   The justice system, whether civil or criminal, is 
the last resort of dispute resolution.  The parties that enter the courtroom come, in an 
effort to be made whole and exact some measure of justice.  As a shepherd of the 
justice system, a judge is charged with the task of assuring that all parties have had a 
fair and full resolution.  

Mindful of the fact the court wields enormous influence in the daily routines of our lives, 
I believe that it is not the job of a jurist to enter a case with the intent of changing the 
legal and historical landscape … It is the function of a jurist to make decisions as it 
pertains to each case with integrity and fidelity to the law and established legal 
principles.

A common trait of competent jurists and attorneys of any and all persuasions is that of 
integrity, namely the unimpaired condition of soundness and adherence to a moral as 
well as legal code.  I strive as a human being, as an attorney, as a prosecutor and as a 
judicial candidate to reason, act and speak with integrity, intellectual preparedness and 
impartiality.      

I always endeavor to uphold the precepts of faithfulness, impartiality, integrity and 
intellectual preparedness in my daily life.  I am reminded of my oath of office as an 
attorney, a prosecutor and steward of the criminal justice system as I enter my office 
each morning passing the building inscription which reads “To the faithful and impartial 
enforcement of the laws with equal and exact justice to all of whatever state of 
persuasion.”  If an attorney and most importantly a judge can bear this precept in mind 
when executing their respective functions society by definition must be a better place.

*Lifting As We Climb was the motto of the National Association of Colored Women.  
From Beverly Washington Jones, Quest for Equality: The Life and Writings of Mary 
Church Terrell [1990].

LGBTQ ISSUES
1. Do you fully support same-sex marriage equality?
1. Do you support anti-discrimination laws for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

and transgender people? 
1. Do you support including full transgender health benefits in Covered 

California health plans? 
1. Do you support public funding for employment development for 

transgender individuals?
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TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES 
1. Do you support rent control?
1. Have you ever been involved as homeowner, buyer or agent in the 

eviction of a tenant?

RACIAL AND IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES 
1. Do you support driver’s licenses for undocumented persons?
1. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local 

elections, including but not limited to school board?
1. Do you support the protection of due process for immigrant youth 

accused of crime?
1. Do you support the DREAM Act?

SOCIAL JUSTICE, HEALTH, NIGHTLIFE AND LABOR ISSUES      YES       NO
1. Do you support capital punishment (death penalty)?
1. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work?
1. Did you support Prop 35 in November 2012?
1. Did you support Sen. Leno's 2013 bill (or at least the concept) to 

allow localities to allow bars to serve liquor until 4 AM?
1. Do you support reducing simple drug possession from a felony to a 

misdemeanor? 
1. Do you support the legalization, taxation, and regulation of adult 

recreational use of marijuana?
1. Do you support a woman’s right to choose and access a safe and 

legal abortion under all circumstances?
1. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or violated a union 

boycott?
1. Do you support the Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights?

EDUCATION AND YOUTH ISSUES
1. Did you support AB 1266 (rights for transgender students)?
1. Do you support the Common Core education standards?
1. Do you support lowering the threshold to pass a local parcel tax for 

education to 55%?

ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES
1.  Do you support California's high speed rail plans?
1. Do you support Governor Brown's Delta Tunnels plan?
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