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Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club  
Questionnaire for Candidates for June 2014 

 

 

Dear Candidate, 
 
Congratulations on officially declaring your candidacy. The Harvey Milk LGBT 
Democratic Club invites you to get to know us better as we seek to learn more about 
you. As we plan our endorsements for the 2014 election cycle, your participation in 
our club questionnaire allows our membership to better understand you as a 
candidate – who you are, what you stand for, and what you plan to accomplish in 
office.  
 
There are two parts to our questionnaire this year. Part 1 is a series of short-answer 
questions. We invite you to be descriptive in this section, however, please keep your 
responses to under 5 sentences. Part 2 is a simple Yes/No questionnaire that covers a 
broader set of issues than Part 1. You may expand upon  The completed 
questionnaire must be returned by Noon on Friday, March 14th. E-mail all 
questionnaires to PAC Chair Alex Walker at pac@milkclub.org. Please bring at least 20 
copies (printed front and back) of your questionnaire to our PAC interviews on 
Saturday, March 15. If you are unable to do so, please let Alex know ASAP. 
 
We will be having our candidate interviews on Saturday, March 15 from 9 AM to 1 
PM  at the Women's Building, 1st Floor Auditorium (18th Street between Valencia 
and Guerrero). Alex should be in touch to schedule a 15-minute slot (5 minute speech 
and the rest for questions and wrap-up). If you have any questions or to reschedule, 
email him at pac@milkclub.org or call him at 415-876-8254. 
 

Good Luck, 
 

The Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club 
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Required Information 
 

Full Name: Daniel A. Flores 

Office Sought: California Superior Court Judge 

Mailing Address: 1388 Sutter Street, Suite 805, San Francisco, CA 94109 

Phone: (415) 672-0499 

Email: daf@danielfloresforjudge.com 

Website:  www.danielfloresforjudge.com 

Are you a member of the Harvey Milk Club?  No 

If so, when did you first join? 

Are you lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ)? No 

 

PART 1: Short-Answer Questionnaire  

1) Please describe your qualifications for the position you seek (include your 
key issues/priorities if elected and what distinguishes you from other 

candidates seeking the same job), plus anything else that you’d like our 
members to know about you and your candidacy. 

I am running for Superior Court judge after a decade of serving low-income 
tenants and businesses alike, as a trial attorney. I have handled hundreds of civil 
and criminal matters in Superior Court. In 2013, I was awarded the Super Lawyer 
distinction for my work. 

As an attorney, I have noticed how income inequality can affect legal outcomes, 
often favoring the side with more money or resources.  

I received excellent legal training while working for two Bay Area firms. I left to 
start my own practice because I wanted to make this same level of legal 
expertise available to more people. A part of my mission in becoming a judge is 
to ensure fairness and equal treatment in the court. 

2) What are three issues/pieces of legislation that you would champion if 
elected to office?  

As a judicial candidate I am not allowed to take public positions in support of 

specific pieces of legislation or specific policies, as delineated in Canon 5(B)(1) of 
the California Judicial Conduct Code.  
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However, as a citizen and a trained lawyer, I support the adoption of state budgets 
that prioritize more money for drug treatment programs, rehabilitation and job 

training for people re-entering our communities, and increased funding for programs 
that provide pathways to success and alternatives to incarceration. 

3) How have you been an advocate for the LGBTQ community? Please 
provide specific examples. 

When I joined the US Marine Corp I saw many issues of discrimination which plague 

our military and cause harm to service members who happen to be gay. I was often 
the confidante of marines who were gay and needed support. 

As a member of the Board of Directors for the La Raza Centro Legal in San Francisco 

for the last four years, I have voted for every motion to support the LGBTQ 
community, including Amicus briefs related to Prop 8 and, most recently, a vote to 
cancel our participation in a future legal conference in Arizona due to that state’s 

anti-gay marriage stance. I have also presented before the Aids Legal Referral Panel 
in order to support those lawyers who serve the HIV+ community with free legal 
advice. 

I am the proud godparent of Ohana whose mother Jenny is lesbian, and a supporter 

of the growing movement of alternative families in the US, which is now a part of 
my family as well. 

 

4) LGBTQ elders face a number of challenges, including finding affordable 
housing, accessing health care and a general lack of services. Older people 

living with HIV face similar challenges. If you were elected, what would 
you do to help address these challenges? 

There is a desperate need for more housing for our HIV+ community members, 
particularly in San Francisco, which has an opportunity to be a model for sanctuary, 

diversity and inclusion for people with HIV. Property owners need to become more 
aware of the protections offered to this community under the law. Many landlords 

are ignorant of such issues and the laws that protect people with HIV or other 
health conditions. Education and awareness is key.  

As an attorney, I wrote an article and conducted a seminar to educate real estate 
agents about the need for them to be fully informed about the protections 

mandated by the San Francisco Rent Ordinance and the need for them to play a 
greater role in educating new buyers and sellers. 
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5) Similarly, LGBTQ youth face challenges including bullying and a high rate 
of homelessness if ostracized by their families. If you are elected, what 

would you do to help these youth?  

I used to work in an all-boys group home in Sacramento for youth who were coming 
out of juvenile detention or had otherwise been removed from their home. When I 
started there, I found that there was a great deal of bullying and hazing, specifically 

related to sexual orientation and perceived sexual orientation. Some of the other 
staff members and I began to lead trainings to change this culture and create zero 
tolerance for it. It was my job to create a safe environment. The stories of rape and 

abuse of gay youth within the California Youth Authority at the hands of gangs and 
bully’s continues to be a grave problem to this day. This fact has greatly informed 

my view of the lack of safety in our youth detention facilities and the need for 
judges to give special consideration to the placement of young people who may be 
targeted for violence. 

6) Supervised injection facilities or drug consumption facilities have been 

shown to reduce new HIV and hepatitis infections, overdose deaths, and 
public drug use, and to increase linkage to medical care and substance use 
treatment and save money, yet they remain controversial and illegal. If 

you are elected, what would you do to advocate for supervised injection 
sites?  

As a judicial candidate I am unable to answer this question as stated in the Canon 
5(B)(1) of the California Judicial Conduct Code.  

As a judge my job is to uphold the law. My commitment is to uphold the law in the 

spirit of the highest good, including supporting the treatment of people who use 
drugs and helping to protect their families and the public health of our communities, 
who are often at greater risk for infection when people are using dirty needles.  

7) Do you support repeal or reform of the Ellis Act? What would you do to 

fight for housing affordability? 

As a judicial candidate I am unable to answer this question. Canon 5(B)(1) of the 
California Judicial Conduct Code does not permit a judge or judicial candidate from 

making statements to the electorate that commit the candidate with respect to 
cases or controversies likely to come before the court. 

Broadly speaking I think one of the duties of being a judge is to make sure that 
people are not allowed to game the system.  
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8) What kind of reform of Prop 13 is needed, if any? Would you support a 
split-roll property tax system? 

In accordance with Canon 5(B)(1) of the California Judicial Conduct Code I am not 

allowed to take a position.  

      

9) What is your position on online voting? If you support, what would you do 
to implement a secure online voting system? 

I think our society should be inclined to consider any mechanism which allows 
people to vote more easily and increases voter participation– so long as it does not 

further the digital divide or have negative unintended consequences. 

The most important thing we can do towards such goals is study the situation 
carefully, and study the implementation of limited test programs in specific 

jurisdictions to measure results in order to anticipate, diagnose and correct 
problems. 

 

Please note: For the yes/no questions below I have left some questions 
blank due to the constraints imposed by the California Judicial Conduct 
Code. 

 

PART 2: Yes/No Questionnaire 

Please check Yes or No for each question.  

GENERAL               YES       NO 
1. Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? X  
2. Have you ever run for elected office before?  X 
3. Do you have a campaign consultant? If so, who: Left Coast 

Communications 
 

X  

4. Have you ever sought the Milk Club endorsement in the past?  X 

 

LGBTQ ISSUES 

5. Do you fully support same-sex marriage equality? X  
6. Do you support anti-discrimination laws for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

and transgender people?  
X  

7. Do you support including full transgender health benefits in Covered 
California health plans?  

  

8. Do you support public funding for employment development for 
transgender individuals? 
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TENANT, HOUSING, AND DEVELOPMENT ISSUES  

9. Do you support rent control? X  

10. Have you ever been involved as homeowner, buyer or agent in the 
eviction of a tenant? 

X  

 

RACIAL AND IMMIGRATION JUSTICE ISSUES x 

11. Do you support driver’s licenses for undocumented persons? X  
12. Do you support localities allowing noncitizens to vote in local 

elections, including but not limited to school board? 
X  

13. Do you support the protection of due process for immigrant youth 
accused of crime? 

X  

14. Do you support the DREAM Act? X  
 
 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE, HEALTH, NIGHTLIFE AND LABOR ISSUES      YES       NO 

15. Do you support capital punishment (death penalty)?   
16. Do you support the decriminalization of sex work?   
17. Did you support Prop 35 in November 2012?   
18. Did you support Sen. Leno's 2013 bill (or at least the concept) to 

allow localities to allow bars to serve liquor until 4 AM? 
  

19. Do you support reducing simple drug possession from a felony to a 
misdemeanor?  

  

20. Do you support the legalization, taxation, and regulation of adult 
recreational use of marijuana? 

  

21. Do you support a woman’s right to choose and access a safe and 
legal abortion under all circumstances? 

X  

22. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or violated a union 
boycott? 

 X 

23. Do you support the Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights?   

 

EDUCATION AND YOUTH ISSUES 
24. Did you support AB 1266 (rights for transgender students)? X  
25. Do you support the Common Core education standards?   
26. Do you support lowering the threshold to pass a local parcel tax for 

education to 55%? 
  

 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORTATION ISSUES 
27.  Do you support California's high speed rail plans?   
28. Do you support Governor Brown's Delta Tunnels plan?   
 

 


