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*PAUL F. SIMPSON
CHAIRMAN, HARRIS COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY

The Honorable Annise Parker, Mayor
City of Houston
901 Bagby Street
Houston, Texas 77002

Mayor Parker:

As Chairman of the Harris County Republican Party, I urge you and our Houston City Council
to listen to the citizens of Houston and repeal the so-called "HERO" Ordinance before the August 24
deadline set by the Texas Supreme Court.

This ordinance resulted not from the people of Houston seeking to right a perceived wrong,
but from a few seeking to impose their personal agenda on the people of Houston. Besides slighting
religious liberty and redundantly providing protections already provided by federal and state laws,
this ordinance is an unnecessary layer of red tape and governmental intrusion.

The ordinance is a distraction from Houston's real problems: the state of city finances that
warrants the immediate attention of our elected leaders. As the Houston Business Journal reported
last week, based on the Greater Houston Partnership's analysis of municipal finances, at least three
critical problems endanger Houston's ability to attract business:

1. City expenses exceed revenues, with deteriorating infrastructure;
2. The City has a staggering $12.9 billion debt.with over $3 billion in unfunded pension

liabilities, earning it a "negative" credit outlook;
3. Current taxes are high, and raising them is not feasible or sustainable.

Houston's economy has long been among the nation's healthiest and most resilient. Our diverse,
welcoming, and friendly melting pot is a hallmark of our open and thriving City. Placing this
ordinance ahead of Houston's growing financial troubles sacrifices Houston's economy and long-
term growth, and will only divide our city.

As our elected officials, you should work to unite Houstonians - not divide us. As our elected
officials, you should bring our city together for solutions that keep Houston a world leader. As our
elected officials, do not put personal agendas ahead of the needs of citizens. Repeal the unnecessary
"HERO" Ordinance.

cc: Houston City Council Members
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