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ILLINOIS STATE POLICE POST APPLICATION FOR 

CONCEALED CARRY FIREARMS INSTRUCTOR  
 

Approval Process of Certified Firearms Instructors and Training 
Courses Begins Immediately 

 

SPRINGFIELD – In advance of the September 6th statutory deadline, Illinois State 
Police Officials today announced the Illinois Concealed Carry Firearms Instructor and 
Curriculum applications are available on its website.  Qualified individuals interested in 
completing the application to become an Illinois certified firearms instructor or to have 
their firearms curriculum approved for use in Illinois can access the application at 
http://www.isp.state.il.us/ 
 
The Department has developed a registry which will include information regarding 
approved instructors who apply and successfully demonstrate they meet all of the 
statutory requirements as soon as applications are approved.  Similarly, a list of 
approved courses will also be available on the ISP website. 

 
Instructor applicants are required to first electronically submit fingerprints through an 
Illinois licensed Livescan vendor in order to expedite the background check process.  
Electronic fingerprint submission is necessary to ensure timely approval of instructors 
and allow individuals who want to apply for an Illinois Concealed Carry Firearms license 
access to the required training. 
 
Instructor applicants seeking to become a certified Illinois Concealed Carry Firearms 
Instructor shall be: at least 21 years of age; a legal resident of the United States; 
possess or be eligible for a valid FOID card; and be eligible for a Concealed Carry 
License in Illinois.   
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Firearms Training  
 
Instructor applicants must possess a high school diploma or GED certificate and have 
at least one of the following valid firearms instructor certifications:  

 

 Certification from a law enforcement agency  

 Certification from a firearm instructor course offered by a state or federal 
governmental agency  

 Certification from a firearm instructor course offered by the Illinois Law 
Enforcement Training and Standards Board  

 Certification from an entity approved by the Illinois State Police that offers 
firearm instructor education and training in the use and safety of firearms, such 
as the National Rifle Association of America (NRA).  

 
Individuals interested in applying for a concealed carry license must successfully 
complete approved training from an approved Illinois Concealed Carry Firearms 
Instructor.  Applications for a Concealed Carry License will be available in early 
January, 2014. 
 
Before attempting to contact the Illinois State Police directly with questions, instructor 
applicants should refer to the ISP’s Concealed Carry FAQ at http://www.isp.state.il.us/ 
for information regarding the process for instructor and curriculum approval. 
 
The Illinois State Police regularly updates its Concealed Carry FAQ’s with information 
regarding the Illinois Concealed Carry process. 
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